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HISTORY 

OF T H E 

ROMAN EMPERORS, 

From Augustus to Constantine. 

CALIGULA. 
BOOK VII. 

S E C T. I. 

ADVANTAGES that may be drawn from 

^J- bad examples, Caius the true name of the 

Emperor whom we call Caligula. 'Tiberius's 

will fet ajiie. No honours decreed Tiberius. 

His funeral. Vniverfal Joy for Caius's accef- 

fion to the empire. Caius begins well. His 

refpeSi towards his relations. He difcbarges 

the legacies left by Tiberius and Livia. His 

prodigality. Good aSiens. Demonfirations 

of public gratitude towards him. He is con- 

ful with Claudius. His fpeecb to the fenate. 

He dedicates the temple of Augujlus. Feajts 

and entertainments. Caius ^ck. General un- 

Vot. III. B eojinefs 
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HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 
eafmefs. Vow diSlated by flattery. Cruelty 
of Caiut. Epoch ef bis tbatigt of conduSi. 
He puts 'Tiherius Gemellus to aeath. Death 
cf Silanus. Gracinus having refufed to accufi 
Silanus ti put to death. His fiuhborn vfrlu** 
Treaty concluded by Vitellius with Artabanes, 
Afttiocbus again put in pojf^n cf the king- 
dom of Commagena. Hiftory of Agrippat 
grattdfon to Herod. Difgrace and death of Pi- 
late. Tiberitts's name omitted in the oaths of 
the firfi of January. Right of eleSions re' 

. fim-ed tf., (Old feou t^ter t^tn fivm the people. 
Cruelties of Caius. Death of Macro. Death 

.. cf Antoma. Caius takes pleafure in d^amit^ 
his anceftors. _ His mad and incefiuous love of 
bisfifttrs. His debauches •/ ail kinds. Hit 
marriages. He caufes divine honours to be 
paid bimfdf. His felUet with regard to his 
horfe. Other proofs of his madnefs. Vefpa- 
fian^ being Edile, covered with dirt by Caius's 
order. Caius's fecond confulfi)ip. His extra- 
vagant expences. ■ His rapine. Law againfi 
high treafon revived, Domitius Afer's readi- 
nefs ef mind when in the greaieft dangen 
•Caius depefes the Confuls. His cruel andfpite- 
ful jealoufy. The fenators^ arid particularly 
L. Vitellius, mean flatterers. Monftrous bar- 
barity of Caius, Savage fayings. Other cru- 
elties of Caius. Heroic refolulion ef Canut 
Julius, Caius builds a bri^e ever thefea. 

» \XT E have juft ended the reign of a prince, 

^ V V who rfudied to be wicked j and are 

now to enter on that of a furious madman. 

Difagrceable fubjefts to treat of, were they 

not attended with fome ufe and infiru£tioii to 

■ the 
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CALIGULA. BOOKVII. 3 

the reader. For ' hiftory does not inftruft 
by a recical of virtues only, but offers exam- 
ples of every kind j ftill ufeful and inftru£tive 
lefloDS to thofe who make a proper application 
of them. In it Princes, minifters of ftate, and 
private perfons, may all find models to form 
themfelves by i ac the fame time chat they 
ineet with aftionsi vicious tn their principles, 
and fatal in their events, that warn them to 
avoid ever committing the like. 

True wifdom confifts in knowing how tof''*-^n«'f 
difcern bet^en wbftt is laudable and what is 
fliameful j between what is juft and what is 
iinjuft : and muft know and hate the deformity 
of vice, as well as love the majeltic fplcndor 
of virtue. The old Spartans were fo fenfible 
of the truth of this maxim, that, they would 
make their (laves drunk, to (hew tl^r chil- 
dren to how defpicable a condition excels of 
wine reduces the drunkard. That wa? an in- 
human cultom *"■ To corrupt one, in order 
to inftrui^ and reform another, is a tyranny 
that degrades man, and puts him on a level 
with brutes : but to. make bad examples, and 
efpecially the bad examples of thofe, ^hoi, 
in the higheft ftations of power and fortune, 
have been eminently wicked, ferve to infpire 
a horror and deteftation of vice, is an inno- 
cent arti&ce, that converts the poifon into a 
remedy. , 

* Hoe iUnd eft pnedpuc foedum itKcptn, ftedum ex- 

' in cognitione lenun faltuire < itu, quodTitei. Uii, tnf. 
et trug^fenim, omnig t« ex- " Hf(t)$ rai niv U Ji- 

enipli documenta in Uluftri «rf o-pSi ew aii. f7raM'ffl"(t, 
ftrfica monimento- intoeri : „Vivi. *.A«9««-<iy aJUfl- 
mde tjb. ta^que re.pubhcai xmxiiv rWiJ«. Plut. 
quod imiterc capias : wide ' ^ 

B 2 Plutarch, 
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4 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS, 

Plutarch, from whom I borrow this reflec- 
, tion, mentions a famous player on the flute, 
who ufed to make his fcholars hear both good 
and bad players;" telling them, "So you 
*' ought to play ; and lb, on the contrary, 
•* you ought not to play." With that view 
it is, that, after having drawn the picture of a 
wife and mild government under Auguftus, I 
feel no relu£tance to paint in a Tiberius, a 
Caligula, or a Nero, when I come to him^ 
the moft odious excefies of vice and tyranny. 
The contraft muft be advantageous to the caufe 
of virtue. 

Nor can it be of difiervice to chriftian hu- 
mility. Auguftus's firft fucceflbrs were mon- 
fters. Yet ihey were men : and if it be true, 
that no » fin can be committed by one man, 
which may not likewife be committed by ano- 
ther, if not guided and aflifted by our great 
Creator, let us, from thofe examples that 
ftrike us with horror, reflect, from what a 
dreadful gulf the grace of Chrift has delivered 
us. 1 thought thefe reflections might not be 
judged ill-timed between the reigns of Tibe- 
rius and Caligula. 

A.R.788. Cn. Acerronius Proculus. 
A. C. 37. C. Pontius Nigrinus. 

Caiu! the Wc have faid elfewhcre how Caius came by 
JTfh^'- the furname of Caligula, by which he is more 
pew" "''?" generally known to us. The ancients fcldom 
*g«ja.' ' call him fo : and himfelf dtfliked it, as a kind 

» Nullum eft pecntum fi defit reflor a quo faftu* 
quod facit homo, quod non eft homo. Jug. S,rm,. xcix. 
poffit facerc et alter homo, di verbii Ev, c. 6. 

of 
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CALIGULA, BOOKVU. 5 

pf nick-name. I may fomctiraes call him Ca- A.R.788. 
ligula in conformity to cuftom, but more ge- ^- ^^ 37- 
nerally by his prje-name Caius, under which i"c.,viiil 
he is beft known in hlftory, . 

The firft * ftep Caius took, after being ac- '^:^'''"'* 
knowledged and proclaimed by the Prascorian 7,L " 
foldiers, was to lend Macro to the fenate with "'"■ '■ y*' 
Tiberius's will, to have it annulled. By it il'& Tib. 
Tiberius named his two grandfons, Caius and ^i•^^' 
Tiberius Gemellus, his heirs ; one to fuccccd 
the other. Caius was apprifed of it, and might 
have fupprelfed the will : but he chofe rather 
to have it annulled by authority of the fenate, 
to whom Macro reprefented on his behalf, 
that Tiberius was not in his fenfes when he 
jnade it, and that it plainly appeared fo by his 
appointing a child to govern, not yet old e- 
nough to fit among them. The fenators, who 
hated Tiberius, thought thefe reafons fuiHcient, 
and accordingly fet the will afide. 

AJI the prerogatives and titles of fovereign 
power, which Auguftus had received but by 
degrees, and fomc of which Tiberius conftantly 
rpiufed to take, were heaped upon Caius in a 
hurry : but he too at firft affecting an appear- 
ance of modefty, being in pofleflion, of the 
more ellential part, authority, declined accept- 
ing feveral titles of honour, tho' afterwards, 
from an tSt(k of his natural ficklenefs, he af- 
fumes them all at once, except that of Father 
of the Country -, and that too he iqoq took, 
adding new one's to it, fuch as, th$ Fious, 

* It it ihejirji ua tbatDion /irrtdDion tiStuiomut, ivha 
Mt'itisni of emus') riigu, and doei not mtnlion tht aimul- 
itjeemi natural te ibiak Ufa: ling lihtrim^ Will till aftir 
Jar tfihicb ruifm Ibavifn- Caius' i rtturn le RfiW' 

B 3 THft 
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6 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.788. THE Son of Camps, the Father of Ar- 
^- "^S?- MIES, and in fine, the most good and 
siif' ''' GREAT C^SAR, appropriating to himfelf epi- 
thets facred to Jupiter. 
dltreeTT™ When he fent Tiberius's will to Rome he 
beiius. defired the fame honour might be decreed that 
"''J"""^' prince as had been paid to Auguftus, the fcna- 
tors were much more difpofed to brand the 
memory of Tiberius with infamy, than to ho- 
nour it ; and readily conceived that their young 
emperor requefted it more out of form fake 
than any real dcfire to have it done : they there- 
fore deferred deliberating on that head *till his 
letarn ; and Caius faid no more of rt. Tibe- 
rius received no other honour but that of a 
public funeral, which was often granted pri- 
vate perfons. Caius accompanied the body 
from Mifenqni to Rome, and the train enter- 
ing the city towards evening, the obfequies 
were performed next morning. Cains pro- 
nounced from the- tribunal for harangues Ti- 
berius's funeral oration ; or rather a funeral 
oration on the occafion, for he fpoke very Jit- 
tle of Tiberius, but much of Auguftus and 
Germanici)s, and ftrove to move the heM-ts of 
the people in his own favour. 
UniTiriid Nor was it difficult. Never did prince af- 
juy fot tend the throne with more favourable difpo- 
ceflTon'to fitions in thofe he was to reign over: he was 
s'^'clr'' '^^'^f'^ly beloved by, the army and provinces, 
who had almofl: all feen him a child, following 
his father Germanicus, with whom he was not 
only on the Rhine, but in the Eaft too. The 
sxtream love the Romans had for Germani- 
cus, defcended to his fon ■, and that love was 
ftill enhanced by pity and compaffion for the 
oiisfor- 
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CALIGULA. BOOKVn. 7 

iDisfortwneflijf his family. They werejuft de- A-*;?^'- 
. livered from a tyranny under which thJey had *■ ^' ?''•• 
long groaned, and their hatred of Tiberius wa$ 
turned into affeiHon for Caius. 

Aod accordingly from his leaving Mifenvim 
to ctmduilTjbcrius'sbody to Rome, notwith- 
ftaoding all the mournful pomp of a funeral 
£blemnity» aod that he himlelr was in deep 
mourning, he was conciDually furroundcd by a 
prodi^ous amc<wrfe of people whofe joyful 
acclamations rent the very air, mixing their 
appellations of power and grandeur with thofe 
ot love and tenderoefs, caJiing him a ^ptvp- 
tiottsftart their dear^ childt ^i^w" charming /on : 
and in the firft three months after bis acceflion 
to the €topire, no lc& than a hundred and Sxty ^'"^ '^t' 
thoufand vi£Utns were facrifioed in thankf^v- 
ings to the gpds. 

The joy in the provinces was not lefs. Fm- ^y^^"- 
fcveral months nothing was foen but fealbng "*" 
and rejoicing, both among high and low, rich 
and poor, throughout ihe whole extent of tie 
empire. The golden age was expeiEtxd to tc- 
curn under a prince fo beloved both by gods 
And men. 

The beginning of his reign feemed to anfwer ciim bt. 
thofe.high expeftations. Ac the firft meetii^ cl^"^'" 
of the feniute in which Caius prefided, and 
which was filled with a great number of Roman 
knights, and even many of ttw populace, his 
language was moft feducing : he declared his 
intention was to divide the fupreme power with 
them, that he thought it an honour to be called 
their foo and pupil, and that thetr delires fltould 
be the rule <£ his condud. 

» ¥id«i, etpnUoai, «tpapum«talninDiiai. Saet. 

B 4 That 
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8 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.788: That he might confirm thefc fine promifes 
A- C. 37. by deeds, he let at liberty all that were con- 
fined in prifon by Tibcrius's orders; and then 
it was ttut Fo'mponius Secundus, who for near 
feven years had been fet as a guard over his 
brother, was at laft delivered from his (Captivi- 
ty. Caius likewifc recalled all exiles, abolilhed 
for the time to come all accufations of high 
treafon, the dread and terror of every citizen, 
and ordered all proceedings already began, to 
ftop. He burnt a great heap of papers which 
he faid were inftruAions and criminal proceed- 
ings of that kind left by Tiberius, and particu- 
larly letters from informers, and depofitions 
of witneffes againft his mother and brothers ; 
protelting his defign was to put it out of 
his own power ever to take any revenge on 
them, even if fuch a thought Ihoutd chance 
at any time after to occur to him. 

Such afts of clemency and Juftice filled every 

one with joy. People trufted to them, nor 

could they fufpeft deceit in fo young a prince. 

But they were greatly miftaken ; the papers 

, he burnt were only copies : the originals he 

took care to keep, and knew too well how to 

make ufe of them fo foon as he threw the maflc , 

afide. 

In the mean time he afted his part moftcom- 

' pleatly. ' Being fenfibte nothing would do him 

more honour in the eyes of the people thttn to 

feem fond of his relations, hcvifited the iflands 

of Pandataria and Pontius, where the aflies of 

his mother Agrippina, and of his elder brother 

Nero, had been left without funeral honours. 

The weather was very rough when he took 

that voyage J a circumftance that made his 

generous 
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generous tcndernefs appear, ftill greater: and A R".78S. 
when arrived there, he approached with the*-*--??* 
utmofl refpeifl and veneration that dear duft, 
and himfelf clofed it in the urns : then putting 
them on board his own (hip, he landed them, 
firft at Oftia, and afterwards, going up the 
Tiber, at Rome, where they were received by 
the moft illuftrious aipong the order of knights, 
and with great pomp depofited in Auguffus's 
tomb. It is probable he paid the fame honours 
to the remains of his fccond brother Drufus, 
who perilhed milerably at Rome in the palace 
of the Cxfars. He ordered funeral rites to be 
performed every year in memory of his mother ■ 
and brothers : and to honour Agrippina in 
particular, games to be celebrated in the Circus, 
in which the ftatue of that princefs was to be 
borne on a carr: and on the other hand, to ob- 
Jiteraie as much^as pofiible the remembrance of sa. j, in 
her misfortunes, he pulled down a very fine "'■ "• 
country feat near Herculanum, where ihe had 
been kept prifoner fonoe time. He likewife 
gave the name of Germanicus to the month of 5*«.tfa.. 
September i but the old name prevailed. 

He heaped all kinds of honours on his 
grandmother Antonia : granted her the fur- 
name of Augufta, the prerogatives of veflals, 
and all that Livia had enjoyed. He compli- 
mented his three fiflers, Agrippina, Drufilla, 
. and *JuUa, with like diltindions : and carryiag 
it to a pitch of ridicule, joined their namcs^o 
his in all oaths, forms of vows and prayers, 
fo that people were to fay •, For the bafpinefs 
and profperity of Catus C^/ar and bis fifien : 
and on other occafions, I /wear I do net love 
pr^felf and mjr own children better tban I do 
Caius 
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A.K,'7»9.CaiusC^far and bisters. He had no occafioa 
A. C. 37. to make fo great a fhew of his tendemcfs to- 
wards his filters ; he loved them but too welt. 

He afieded a great regard for his coufin 
Tiberius Gemellus, whom he had deprived of 
his right to the empire. The day he made 
him take the virile robe, he adopted him, 
and declared htm Prince cf the youth. He was 
only adorning the vidim before he facrificcd 
it. Even the fitly Claudius his uncle had a 
Iharein thefedemonftrationsofkindnefs. That 
prince, then forty fix years old, had always 
been held in fuch contempt, being an ideot, 
that he had never rofe higher than the rank of 
Roman loiight. Caius took him out of it, 
to make him at the tiroe time a fenatCH*, and 
conful with himfelf. 
Mt air- He caufed Tiberius's wUl to be fet afide, 

}^Z U as I have already faid ; but all he wanted to 
b)' Tiberim annul was the article concerning Tiberius Ge- 
^"'' melius. In every thing elfe Caius executed 
pundually the lalt delires of his predecefibr, 
and difcharged all the legacies, which were 
nearly of the fame nature with thofe left by 
Auguftus. He accordingly paid the people, 
the foldiers of the Prascorian cohorts, thofe ti 
the city, and the It^ons, the fums that were 
- willed them, adding, by way of gratification 
to the Prxtorians, a fum equal to Tiberius's 
legacy. All that Caius paid on this occafion 
was efteemed a liberality, becaufe, flri£Uy 
fpeaking, he was not obliged to pay any thing 
left by a will that had been annulled. Ho 
added a kind of reftitution highly pleafing to 
the people. As he had taken the virile robe 
at Caprasa, without any ceren:K>ny, and no 
money 
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money had been given among the citizens on A.R.78S. 
that occafion, he now gave them what Tibe- *• *-• 37* 
rius's clofeneft had with-hcld, and inftcad of 
two thouftmd three hundred fefterces toeach» 
he added fixty more for the arrears. 

Tiberius had left his mother's will unexe- Hi. pnrfi- 
cuted : Caius thou^t it a duty incumbent on b'^V- 
him to drfchargc her legacies. Liberality was 
a virtue that coft him no pains to praftice. 
All he wanted in that refpeft was to know 
•where to ftop, bm that he never did. He 
gave, not with judgment and choice, bat out 
of caprice and whim, heaping favours on the 
Pantomimes, whom he had taken care to re- 
call, and on drivers of carrs and horfes in the 
Circus 1 pending immcnfe fums in fliews and 
games, combats of gladiators, and other ,fuch 
like Sallies -, he dillipated in lefs than a year 
* two thoufand i!hree hundred, or, according Sua. oiig. 
to Suetonius, two thoufand fevcn hundred ^'' 
millions of fefterces, which Tiberius died pof- 
fefled of. 

But gifts, liberalities, plays and Ihews, al- 
ways pieafe the people, who do not forefee 
confequences, nor are fenHble a thing is wrong 
till they feel it. They were charmed with the 
magnificence of Caius, joined to a moft en- 
gagmg popular behaviour. He revived the 9°°^ "" 
cuftom inftituted by Auguftus, but laid afidc s^'-CmSt. 
by Tiberius, of publifhing a ftate of the re- '5. '*• 
venues of the empire. He left; the magiftrates 
the free exercife of the fundbions of their re- 
fpedtive offices, without appeal from their de- 

♦ Vfaiardt ef tightta fmilims ef our vmtj, or, accerd- 
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A-R-788. cifions to the emperor. He reviewed the 
■4- C. 37. jtnights with a feverity tempered with indul- 
gence, ' degrading with ignominy fuch as had 
done any thing notorioully fcandatous and bad, 
and ftriking off the lift others lefs guilty. He 
reftorcd the people to the right of elcfting their 
magiftrates, which Tiberius had taken frotn 
Pi»- them. He exempted Italy from the hunr 
dredth penny, levied on all that was fold by 
auction by publick authority ; and reduced to 
a fixth pare, a flight acknowledgment, that 
all who were partakers of his liberalities of 
s-ri. bread, corn and other food, were to pay to^ 
wards maintaining the prince's' ftatues. He in- 
demnified feveral private perfons for lofles fuf? 
tained by fire. Studious to reward virtue, 
• AiKi he gave * eighty thoufand fefl:erces to a free 
'^°'* woman, for having undergone a fevere tor- 
ture, without revealing any thing that might 
hurt her patron. He ftrove greatly to fupprefs 
the monftrous debaucheries Tiberius had au- 
thorized by his own example : he would have 
fuch as were guilty of them burnt, nor was it 
without difficulty he was prevailed on to ini- 
(lift only banifhment. He declared he had 
no ears for informers j and fomebody having 
prefented him a memorial, faying, it concern- 
ed the prince's life, he refufed to take it, an- 
fwering, he had done nothing to make any 
one his enemy. He permitted the works w" 
Cremurius Cordqs, Caffiqs Sevgrus, and feme 
other authors, who had wrote with great 
\farmth and freedom, to be revived and puh- 
liflied. " It is my interefl:, faid he, to nave 
" the truth of fa^ ipade known tq pofte- 
*' rity,". 

Bjt 
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By fo many laudable aftions be defervraly A.R.jSS. 
gained univcrfa] appkufe. A' .haji.:o{ gotd^-^iJ- 
was ordered to be made in h&noW' bf him, tiom"fp'C. 
which on a certain day every' year was to be ^'"^ ^"''■j, 
carried to the capitol by the college of priefts, him. °*" 
whilfl: chorufles of young boys and girls of tbe 
firlt nobility, fung hymns to his praife. The 
day on which he took pofleffion of the em- 
pire, was efteemed a day on which the city 
acquired a new life, and was ordered to be 
called Palilia^ the name given to the day on 
which Rome was firft founded. 

The confulfliip was offered him immediately it* iieonral 
after his acceffion to the empire ; but he had ^* '^^' 
modefty enough to continue the confuls in or- Sna.&Dit. 
dinary, Proculus and Nigrinus, in their oiEccs 
during the fix months for which they had been 
appointed; and would not accept it but for 
the firft of July, taking, as I have faid, his 
uncle Claudius for his cotlegue. He kept that 
poll: but two months and twelve days, after 
which, he furrendered it to thofe Tiberius had 
appointed. 

When hetook pofleffion of it hcmadeafpeech jj**,^^ 
tQ the fenate, in which fumming up and crid- i^ce, 
cifing all he thought defedive and vicious in 
Tiberius's government, he promifed to be guid- 
ed by very different maxims, at the fame time 
laying down a perfect plan of government. 
The fenate was charmed with him, and to tie 
Caius down to whathimfelf had faid, and pre- 
vent his changing his fyftenn ordered his fpecch 
to be read every year. A well judged precau- 
tion, but of little Mfe againft ficklenefs joined 
to power. 

Puring 
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JI.R. 788. During his confullhip Caius dedicated the 
A. C. 37. temple of Auguftus built by Tiberius : and oa 
i&e wm^" that occafion ^v< magtyficent feafts» which 
•if Ayguftus. he repeated with ftill gfeatcr foroptuofity on hia 
birth day, the thirty firft of Auguft. The reader 
will hardly expert I fhould give him a paj-ticu- 
lar account of all thofe; puerilities, whkh caa 
appear great or intereftiiig, to none biK lut}« 
minds. I Hull only collet fuch circumilances 
as denote the chara^ci ot; Caius. 
Fofti ind He g^ve entertaiBEoestS: oS all kinds, pUys, 
^M^' concerts of mufick, courfes in the Circys, the 
g^me of Troy, combats eJ gladiators, bunting 
of wild bealU, furpalTuig all that had been done 
before him c^ that kind. t£si folly and extrs- 
vag^cy was fuch, that on certain fojemn occa* 
lions, the Circus was flrewed with powdered ver- 
milion and borax inftead of fand, whilfl: the 
fenators c»i their iide, to make the games more 
jlIuArioDs, cho*.at the expepce of their honour* 
would let the carrs be driven by none but cheni- 
fclvcs, CJiflrk)t-race« vw* repeated foi,^ ind 
twenty times a day, whereas they never before, 
exceeded twelve. Five hundred bears, 4od a 
great nwnber of wild beaft, brought U<^ 
Africa, were killed in one hunt. 
- Caius was fo paflion^iEely fond of thefe en- 
teruinments, that he would fpend whole days 
at them; and cxpc^e^ pttv=rs Qiould bq as 
afliduoua, takJiig it much amifs if any came 
too late, or went away brforc they were ended. 
That there might be no reafon or pretence for 
abfeflce, the tribunals were ordered to be Aut, 
mournij]ga were Ihorces^k and he made it his 
fiudy to procure the fpeftators all forts of 
conventencies. 

Thefc 
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' Thefe feafts wete accompanied with enter- A.R. 788. 
tainments given to the fenators and knights, A- ^- 37- 
and their wives and children : and during the 
diverlioRS balkets of viiftuals were diftributed 
unoi^ the fpeftators, and Caius would feaft 
like the reft of them, making himfelf quite 
fanuliar with the citziens, and taking notice 
of thofe that feemcd to eat with the beft appe- 
tite. Obferving a Roman knight difpacching 
his portion moft manfully, he lent him the 
Vifhials that had been brought for himfelf. 
He carried the joke farther with regard to a 
ienatoF, inAandy appointing him prsetor for 
the fame reafon. To make ms^iftracy th* 
reward of eating heardly, was degrading it 
with a witnefs. Whatever related to publick ■ 
diverfions touched him to the quick, and he ' 
added a fifth day to the fatumalia^ to be ob- 
i'erved for ever. 

A dangerous illnefs he was fcized with foon Cvuiiick. 
after he was out of his confutfhip, aflforded f."^"" 
him a moft convincing and fattsfa^ory proof Vt>»i die 
how much the citizens loved him. The whole ^^^, 
city was in the utmoft agitation and uneafinefs ; Cruehy of 
many pafled the whole night at his palace gate. stTcMi. 
Flattery too was called in to their aid. Onty-^*?. 
P. Potitius vowed his own life in exchange for 
the prince's ; and a Roman knight called Ata- 
nius Secundus made a folemn promife to fight 
as a gladiator if the gods reftored Caius to the 
-Roman people. Their zeal was but ill re- 
warded. The emperor recovering, obliged both 
of them to fulfil their vows, that they might 
not, fad he, be guilty of perjury. 

The firft, adorned with vervein and fillets, 

as a viftim devoted to the gods, was turned 

over 
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A.R.788. over to a troop of children who led him about 
*■ *-• 37- the ftreets of Rome, fummoning him to do as 
he had vowed, and conducted him to the ram- 
parts from whence he was thrown, headlong . 
down. If the other did not lofe his life, it was 
owing to his valour and dexterity, and not to 
Caius, who forced him to fight, would be prc- 
fent at it, and would not fufFer him to give 
over till he had conquered his adverfary, and 
moft humbly and earncftly begged feveral 
times to be excufed expofmg himfelf any more 
' to fuch danger. 

Sr^h^'e ^^^^ ^'^ ^^^ epoch of Caius's cruelties and 

tf^uo. the general depravity of his conduft. He was 

not the fame man after that fit of ficknefs, buc 

behaved like a madman on all occafions : whe- 

ther'it be that his conftitution and reafon were 

impaired ; or, which is more likely, that tired 

of laying himfelf under any longer refttiunt, 

and feeing himfelf fixed on the throne, he 

gave an entire loofe to the vicious bent of his 

mind and heart, which till then he had ftrove 

to keep within fome bounds. 

£i'"cJ'' ^* confidered Tiberius. Gemellus in the 

mMm lo light of a rival that obftruAed him, and got 

*^''- „ rid of him under pretence that that young 

%yafhu. prince had wiflicd he might not recover from' 

his ficknefs, and in confequence of thofe hopes 

had formed ambitious views. He accufed him 

likewife of taking counter- poifon, pretending 

he had fmelt it, tho' in reality Tiberius was 

only taking fomcthing that had been prefcribed 

him for a troublefome cough : but Caius would 

have it to be otherwife, and feeming' highly 

incerifed at a precaution that reflefted on him, 

" What! f^dhe, counter-poifonwithCidar!'* 

I ■ and 
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and immediately ordered a tribune with fome A.R 788. 
centurions to go and kill Tiberius. To this f^.^'^}'^' 
death, ib deplorable in itfelf, Philo adds fome ad'a-iJ^' 
circumftances that excite llill greater pity and 
compafHon. He fays, the officers fenc by 
Caius were ordered not to kill Tiberius, but, 
becaufe it was not lawful for any one to died 
fuch illuftrious blood, to corhpel him to kill 
himfelf. In vain the young prince prefented 
himfelf to the murderers, begging, as his laft 
requeft, that they would kill him. He was 
forced himfelf to execute Caius's barbarous 
commands ; and as he had never feen any body 
killed, begged they would tell him where to 
ftab himfelf, that he might die the fooner. 
The officers were inhuman enough to give him 
the fatal leffon, and he killed himlelf with 
the fword they lent him. Caius did not write 
to the fenate on this occafion ; and his filence 
is perhaps lefs blameable than the f^lfe colours 
with which he mull have tried to cover his 
parricide. 

To the death of Tiberius Gemellus, Dion °.'"'> "f 
Caflius adds that of Silanus, whofe daughter Sk"*!^. » 
Claudia Caius had been married to. Silanus was ^•*- 
highly refpetfted, not only for his birth and rank, 
but likewife for his merit and virtues. Tiberius 
had fo great a regard for him, that he never 
would take cognizance of things once judged 
by him, but ordered back to him all that ap- 
pealed from his decifions to the emperor. Si- 
lanus met, on the contrary, nothing but ha- 
tred and contempt from Caius, who had been 
his fon-in-l'aw. When Tiberius died he via.srac.nifi. 
Proconful of Africa, and as fuch had the com- "• 48- 
mand of a legion, Caius took that Command 

YoL. lU. C from 
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A.R.783. frgin lun,^ (q gjyg \i ^q ^ lieutenant, who was 
■ 3?' to be immediately accountable to the emperor 
only. That regulation fubfiftcd, and the Pro- 
conful of Africa became a magiftrate purely 
civiJ, and deftitute of all military command. 
Dit. On his return to Rome, Silanus enjoyed the 
honour of being the iirft, whofe opinion was 
afked by the Conful in the fenatc. That was 
but a bare honorary 'diftinftion without any 
prerogative, and had always been left to the 
Conful's difcretion. Caius, to deprive his fa- 
ther-in-law of it, ordered, tliat, from thac 
time, all of confular dignity ihould vote ac- 
cording to their feniority and rank. 
*«« At laft he took away his life under a frivo- 

lous pretence. Silanus, who was very old, 
deAred to be excufed accompanying the em- 
peror in a little voyage Caius took by Sea, on 
4 account of the fatigue and ficknefs he was 
fubjeft to. So innocent a behaviour was con- 
ftrued a crime : and Caius pretended Silanus 
wanted to ftay in Rome, only to have an op- 
portunity of making himfelf matter of the 
city, in cafe any accident fliould befal him : 
and on that foundation compelled him to cut 
his own throat with a razor. 
Gt«cinii5, There feems to have been fome form of 
l^fcd'M"c- proceeding againft Silanu; : for we learn 
tuftsiunw, from Tacitus, that Caius endeavoured to prc- 
"eiA.'" v^'l on Julius Grjecinus (a fenator of great 
3i«-.Jir.4. merit, whofe virtues made him juftly the 
objcft of a tyrant's hatred) to accufe him. 
He refufed being concerned in a thing fo odi- 
ous and unjuft, and for that refufal was put 
. to death. 

I Grccinug's 
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Grjecinus's gedcrofity in this was of a piece -A-R. 788. 
with all the reft of his conduft. Happening ^: ^^37- 
fomc time before to have games to celebrate, bom virtue. 
his friends offered him their purfes to help out f'J-^ ^ 
in the expence. Fabius Perficus, a man of a "' * 
great name, but notorious for depravity of 
morals, having fcnt him a confiderable fum 
of money, GrEccinus refufcd it ; and being 
blamed by fome that were prefent, *' Would 
*' you have me, faid he, receive money from 
** a man, from whom I would not * receive a 
*' health at table ?" Caninus Rebilus, a man 
of confular dignity, but as bad charafter as 
Fabius Perficus, likewife fent Grscinus a con- 
fiderable prefent, and Grascinus refufed thac 
too. Rebilus preffing him to accept it, ** Ex- 
" cufc mc, faid he, I would not take Perfl- 
•' cus's money neither." So that Grascinus, 
without any other title or authority than his 
virtue only, erefted himfelf into a kind of 
cenfor, fhewing his approbation or diOike by 
accepting or refufing what favours were offered 
him. Such aufterity is the more remarkable, 
as he was by birth much inferior to thofe he 
Shewed his diflike of by fuch contemptuous 
refufals } his father having been no more than 
2 Roman Knight, and himfelf being the firft 
fenator of his family. He was father to Agri- 
cola, whofe memory is immortalized by Ta- 
citus, 

Caius's reign will afford us but few events re- Tioty o>b- 
lating to foreign affairs. The moft glorious, or '^^.,^^ ■ 
rather the only honourable one of that kind, is with am- 

• •' banes. 

• It ii praptr to ohferve. So ^rtnk firft, and ihtn friftnt , 

that the •way ef gimtng a the cup to tbi ferfon JaluUd. 
ktfiith ameng tht Romam •uiai, 

C 2 the 
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A.R.788. the treaty concluded this year by L. Viteliius, 
5i.«^ca'/" go^crno*" of Syria, with Artabants king of 
il'&'^t' Parthia. That haughty prince, who had ex- 
w«i A«- P''^^^'^ nought but contempt for Tiberius, 
»>. iviii. made the firft overtures of friendfliip to Caius. 
6. & Dm. j^g j,3(j 3f, interview with VitelHus, on which 
occafion a bridge was built over the Euphrates. 
The Conditions of the treaty were fettled there 
to the advantage of the Romans. Artabanes 
burnt incenfe before the Roman eagles, and 
the ftatues of the ' emperors Auguilus and 
Caius, and gave one of his fons, a child, 
named Darius, in hoftage. 
Aniiochuj Dion Caflius fays it was this year that theking- 
p^"jrfo„' ^f '^'^"i of Commagena, reduced into a Roman 
the kiDB- province by Germanicus under Tiberius, was re- 
o."ra». ,ftored to Antiochus. . Agrippa, grandfon to 
6'n». Herod by Ariftobuliw, and the moft illuftri- 
'"' ous of the defcendants of that famous king 

of the Jews, likewife felt Caius's liberality ; 
and indeed he had a legal claim to it, being 
actually in difgrace on his account when Ti- 
berius died. To underftand this, we muft of 
neceflity refume the hiftory of Agtippa forae- 
what higher. 
Hiftory of Hc had been brought up at Rome with 
'^r*ndTnto Drufus, fon of Tibcrius, and his mother Be- 
Hemd. rcnice was in great efteem with Antonia, mo- 
j^-'y^'^-^'" ther of Germanicus : by which means he was 
well acquainted with all the imperial family. 
Acquaintance and connei^ions with people of 
that rank elaced his mind, naturally high, and 
gave him flill a Itronger tafte for Ihew, mag- 
nificence, and expences, beyond what he could 
. afford. 

He 
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He could no longer fupport himfelf in A.R.788. 
Rome, and the death of Dnifus was a new ^- ^- 37' 
motive why he Ihoiild leave it, for Tiberius 
would not bear the fight of any that had be- 
longed to his fon's court, and called to mind 
the remembrance of him. Agrippa therefore 
returned to Judea, where he fpent leveral years 
in a melancholy fituatioo, ruined, greatly in 
debt, and continually drove to Ihifcs how to 
fubfift. 

After fevcral odd adventures, an account 
of which may be feen in Jofephus, he returned 
to Italy, and was lucky enough to be well 
received by Tiberius, who ordered him to 
attach himfelf to Tiberius Gemellus. But 
Agrippa preferred Caius, from whom he right- 
ly judged he might expeft moft. He was very 
near ruining himfelf however by his indif- 
cretion. 

In a converfation with Caius, he faid he [ 

wiflied Tiberius might die foon to make room 
for him ; adding, his coufin was but a child 
that might eafily be got rid off. This difcourfe 
was overheard by the coachman that drove 
them, who was a freeman of Agrippa's j his 
name Eutyches. Some time after, having 
robbed his mafter and fearing to be punifhed, 
he went and accufed him, getting fomebody 
to tell Tiberius that Agrippa betrayed him. 
Tiberius took little notice of it, and the thing 
would have dropped, had not Agrippa been 
obftinately bent on his own deftrudion. He 
infilled on having fatisfa(ftion from his fer-vant, 
and not in the leaft dreaming of what he had 
fpoke in private to Caius, ufed all his credit^ 
and even Antonia's, to make the emperor 
C 3 hear 
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A.R. 788. hear Eutyches. Tiberius yielded to his im- 
A- C. 37. portunities, and was no fooncr informed of 
what had pafTed, buc he ordered Agrippa to be 
put in irons. The unfortunate prince remained 
in that condition till Caius, becoming emperor 
by Tiberius's death, immediately fet him at 
liberty, loaded him with favours, and made 
him a prelent of a golden chain in exchange 
for his iron one -, he gave him too the orna- 
ments of Praetor, and the title of King, with 
pbiUin the Tetrarchies of Philip and Lyfantas then 
rim. vacant, and united to the government of Syria. . 
He had but too much coniidence in him, as 
Dii. well as in Antiochus of Comm^ena, if it be 
true, as was generally thought in Rome, that 
they gave him leflbns of tyranny. 
Difgnceuid Pilate began this year to feel the effefts of 
pHiw"'^ divine vengeance. Obftinaie and hard-hearted, 
Tii/^'. K. his violences had given rife to feveral diftur- 
^'.^"S'lo bances and feditions among the people entruft- 
ed to his care ; having never known what it 
was to yield,' except when he ought to have 
defended the innocence and juftice of Jefus 
Chrift ; he was at length, at the regueft of the 
Jews and Samaritans, and in confequence of 
their complaints, depofed by Vitellius, after 
having been magiftrate ten years. Returning 
to Rome he found new difgraces to fuffer there. 
The tradition of Vienna in Dauphiny is, that 
he was banilhed to that town. M. de Tille- 
mont thinks he died in the fortieth year of 
Chrift. 

The confuls for the year next following 
Tiberius's death, had been appointed by that 
prince, and Caius confirmed his nomination. 

M. AQ.UI- 
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M. Aquilius Joltanus. A R.78g. 

p. Nonius Asprenas. A. C- 38. 

ON the firft of January the oaths to ob- Tiberfm"! 
ferve Auguftus's inftitutions were taken "^" ■?""" 
according tocuftom. Caius's name was added 01th of tiw 
to the formulary, but no mention made of *■'' "*^ J^" 
Tiberius. This omifTion fubfifted in after" 
times, and Tiberius was not included in the 
lift of emperors, whofe Uws the Romans ufed 
every year to fwear they would obferve. 

Dion Cafliua relates about this time feme of wthtofE- 
Caius's laudable or popular ads, which we have l,'^"|o7" 
chofen rather to coUcft together and prefent the and Coon 
reader at one view. Of that number is, reftor- ^^J^ 
ing the people to their liberty of meeting to pevpi*. 
chufe magiitrates, which can belong to no other - 
year than this, becaufe the Confuls in office 
were of Tiberius's naming. VHiat Caius did 
on this occalion was very fpecious, and Teemed 
to promife great things in favour of liberty. 
The tt-uth is, it was a burden to the great, 
and not of any real advantage to the people, 
who had the power of eleSiDg only in ap- 
pearance, but had long been accuftomed noc 
to do any thing but with the good-will and 

{(leafure of their matters. This empty fliew 
afted but a Ihort time. The fame ncklenefs 
that made Caius, without any great reafon, re- 
fiore to the people that (hadow of their old pre- 
n^atives, made him take it from them again 
the next year-,, and the method introduced by 
Tiberius was followed. 

But chofe are things of lefs importance. Cneitieiof 
Caius's cruelty was an evil much to be dreaded, '^''""' 
C 4 and 
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A R.789. and it increafed daily. The pretence hejnade 

^M^cJ,''' '■''^ ^^ againft many wag, the fliare he had had 

15 y 30. in his mother's and brother's misfortunes. As 

^"- perfidious as he was cruel, he then produced 

the original papers relating to thofe melancholy 

atfairs, which he had pretended to burn : and 

old faults that had been pardoned were punifh- 

ed with the utmoft rigour. 

He likewife caufed the death of a great num- 
be of Roman Knights by forcing them to 
fight as gladiators : but what was mod: to be 
feared was the greedinefs with which he glutted 
himfelf with the blood of unhappy criminals ; 
feeing it flow with a joy he did not even attempt 
to conceal. He fet fo little value on the hves 
of men, that one day there not'bcing criminals 
enough to deliver to the wild beafts, he or- 
dered the firft that chanced to be in the way 
to be taken out of the people that were looking 
on, and thrown to them : but firft command- 
ed the poor mens tongues to be cut out, to pre- 
vent their complaining of his barbarity. 
Suit.Caiig. Suetonius has collciitcd together, as he ge- 
''' nerally does, fuch inftances as he thought moft 

proper to give a general idea of Caius*s mon- 
Itrous cruelty. One cannot read it without 
horror. It will be enough for us, and much 
more than we would wiih- to relate fome of 
the moft circumftantial, and moft remarkably 
atrocious. 
Decth of The death of Macro might be thought a 
^u"°C4iUz condign punifhment, had it been ordered by 
i6. any other than the prince who was under fo 

^'°' great obligations to him. I can hardly credit 

^*''''' what Philo relatiss concerning the caufc of his 
i>f. \id death. He fays chat Macro made Caius his 
'^"""' . enemy. 
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fnemy, by remonftrating tcio freely about the A.R. 789. 
exceffes he was running into. That were ^' *"• 3** 
thinking very honourably of a wicked wretch, 
who might not approve of his mafter's enor- 
mous vice, but whofe intereft it was not to 
have the prince be virtuous. It is much more 
natural to fuppofe that Macro, railing Caius 
to the empire, hoped to govern him, and 
make a fortune equal to that of Sejanus, and 
perhaps with the fame views, and fame expec- 
tations too. His own pride, and Caius's in- 
gratitude, were doubtlefs the true caufe of the 
fall of that PrEEtorian Prsefeft. Caius had 
named him Priefe6t of Egypt : which, if I 
miftake not, was a beginning of difgrace, 
cloathed under a Ihew of favour. For to be 
Prasfed of Egypt was thought a vpry great 
thing, and efteemed the higheft pitch of ho- 
nour a knight could poflibly attain : but the 
Priefeifl of the Prretorian cohorts had a much 
greater, and more folid power. Hiftory is fo 
barren in this refpedt, that we muft take up 
with conjectures. What is certain is, that 
Macro, accufed by Caius of feveral crimes, 
and even of feme of thofe they had commit- 
ted in concert, was forced to kill himfelf ; and 
his difaller brought on the ruin of his whole 
family. £nnia, his wife, was punillied by 
Caius for the criminal complaifance flic had 
ihcwn him ; and he had imbibed the maxims 
of cruelty too ftrong, to fpare the children of 
a father and mother he had put to death. 

Our authors have not fixed the exaft time Daihof 
of Caius's ill ufage of his grandmother Anto- ^''^■ 
nia, nor of the death of that princefs, which 13, ig. 
was the confequcnce of it. I, place thofe ^"• 
events 
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A.R-789. evtnts here, rather than under the Brft year of 
A. C, s8. his roign, to avoid.connefting too clofely times, 
during which he ftill malked his vice under 
the fpecious appearance of virtue. Antonia, 
daughter of Mark Antony and 0£tavia, be- 
loved by her uncle Auguflus, and efleemed 
by Tiberius, was at firft greatly honoured and 
refpetftod by her grandfon, as we have feen. 
He was indebted to her for part of his educa- 
tion! having fpent with her the three or four 
years that intervened from Livia's death to the 
time of Tiberius's calling him to him at Ca- 
praea. The refpeft he paid his grandmother 
On his acceflion to the empire was forced and 
'conltrained. His behaviour in that point al- 
tered fo greatly, that Antonia having defired 
a private audience, Caius refufed ic, and would 
have Macfo prefent. Offering to give him 
advice on fome particular occafion, ne inter- 
rupted her with an angry and menacing took, 
faying, " I would have you to know I amma- 
" ftcr, and can do what I pleafe, and to whom 
•' I pleafe without diftinftion** He was per- 
petually infutting and affrcHiting her, and haT- 
tened her death by grief, if he did not more 
immediately occafion it by poifon. None of 
thofe honours due to her rank were paid her 
memory : fo forgetful was he of all decorum 
and decency, that- he fat quietly at table in a 
room, from whence he faw his grandmother's 
corpfe confumed on the funeral pile. 
Ciim ukei He had no refpe£t for any thing ; took a 
^^Ihe'hii ple^fure in defaming his anceftors, as if the 
miccfion. ihame of their actions, had there been any* 
«.«. c«.'.f. ^qjjIj po( rggg^ ypQ„ himfelf. He would 
aot be thoujjht Agrippa's grandfon, on ac- 
count 
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count of the obfcure birth of that great man, A.K.ytg, 
who poflefled fo eminent a degree of true no- *■ ^- J** 
biiiiy, his virtues and his talents ; but pretend- 
ed his mother Agrippina was the inceftu- 
ous offspring of Auguftus and his own daugh- 
ter Juha. And, not concent with imputing 
a moft horrid and abominable crime to a 
prince to whom he owed fo much, he cried 
down his viftories gained at A£tium and in 
Sicily, as fatal to the Republic. I have already 
faid, he ufed to call his great- grand- mother 
lAvii oM Uljffes in petticoats. In a letter of his 
to the fenate he attacks her birth, affirming 
fhe was no more than the daughter of a burgefs 
of the little town of Fuodi : a reproach, ridi- 
culous in his mouth, even had it been true ; 
which it waB noti for Aufidius, grandfather to 
Livia by the mother's fide, had been a magi- 
ftrate in Rome. 

The excellfca he was guilty of with regard to tuiwaitai 
his fifters, are a mixture of all forts of crimes j^^*^^ 
and follies. We have feen what extravagant cftm. 
demonftrations he gave them of his love and fT'^^^ 
cendernefs on his acceflion to the empire. He 
loved them otherwife than a brother ought to 
. do : nor did he even attempt to hide it. At 
table he would make them take by turns che 
place next him that debauchees generally aflign- 
ed their miftrefles. 

But DrufiUa was his favourite. It is f^d 
he debauched her very young, at the rime 
they were educated together ac their grand- 
mother Antonia's. After he was made em- 
peror, he annulled her marriage with L. CafHus, 
and kept her in his palace on the footing of a 
legitimate wife -, which however did not pre- 
vent 



,rl,:-r'-,G00<ilc 



28 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.789. vent his marrying her to M. Lepidus, thei 
A. C. 58. companion of his moft infamous and moft 
unnatural debauches. What a complication 
of horrors ! In the great fit of ficknefs he 
had, he declared her heirefs to all his real 
eftate and to the empire : and when death took 
her away in the pi;ime of life, towards the 
middle of the year we are now treating of, 
Caius thought it not enough to heap on her 
every honour that could be done a mortal, buc 
i would make a goddets of her. A temple, 
ftatues, priefts, and every thing belonging 
to divine worlliip, were lavilhed on her with 
prodigality. A fenator named Livius Ge- 
minius, fwore he faw her afcend into Hea- 
ven } imprecating the moft dreadful curfes 
on himfelf and his children if he did not 
fpeak truth, and devoting himfelf to the wrath 
of the angry gods, and particularly of the 
goddefs that had juil taken place amongfl: 
them. • A million of fcfterces was the Re- 
ward of his impious flattery. Caius himfelf 
fet the example of honouring as a goddefs, 
her whom he had made the moft criminal of 
women : and on the moft folemn occafions, 
haranguing the people or foldiers, would fwear 
by the divinity of DrufiUa. 
""<"■*' His grief was at firft mixed with rage and 

'■'■'■ madnefs. He fled from Rome in the middle 
of the night ; traverflng Campania with all 
fpeed ; went to Syracufe, and returned from 
thence with a long beard and diftievelled hair. 
In the midft of his grief he amufed himfelf 
however in a manner worthy Caius j by play- 
FbH: In ^"S ^^ ^^^^- The whole empire was ordered 
i.'it. to go into mourning : Philo fays it in par- 
- •■ ticular 
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tjcular of the city of Alexandria. Tlie great A Jl.^Sg. 
difficulty was how to behave during the ^; ^ 3*** 
mourning : joy and fadnefs were equally cri- 
minal and dangerous. The firft were accufed 
of rejoicing for DrufiUa's death, the latter 
of lamenting her divinity. Such were the 
contradictions and inconfiftencies Caius was 
compofed of. ■ ■ 

His paffion for his two other fifters was 
neither fo ftrong nor fo lafting. He even 
treated them with infamy, protlituting them 
to the companions of his debauches. At laft, 
growing quite tired of them, rhey were ba- 
niOied, as we Ihall fay by and by. 

Not to return any more to what relates tp his de- 
his Ihameful lewdnefs, I Ihall fay in one word ^'"h^j^J,** 
that no kind of debauchery, however horrible, Si^a. cn/iV- 
could be imagined, into which he did not J*' 
, plunge himfelf. Adultery could not terrify 
' him who thought inceft a fport ^ and Sucto- 
. nius afllires us, hardly a lady of diftiniftton in 
Rome efcaped his tyrannical violence. Had 
any dared to refift, it might probably have coll 
them their lives ; but they did not force him 
to thofe extreams. They were no longer thofe 
old Romans who valued themlelves, the wo- 
men on their virtue and chaftity, and the men 
on their bravery, and the glory they acquired 
in arms. The true value of chaftity was at 
that time known to Chriftianity only. 

Soon after DrufiUa's death be married Lollia Hit mu- 
Paulina : (he was his third wife. His firft, as ^^''(^ 
we have feen, was Claudia, daughter to Sila- ty'sDiC 
nus, who died before he was ■ emperor. The 
fecond, LiviaOreftilla, whom he forced from 
C. Pifo, the very day they were married. Nor 
was 
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A.R7I9. was he aOiamed of having committed fuch an 
A.C 38. aft of violence, but on the contrary acquainted 
the people, by writing publickly pofted up, 
that he had married as Auguflus and Romulus 
had done. He kept Oreftilla but a few days, 
after which he repudiated her, and two months 
after that baniihed both her and C. Pifo, under 
pretence, whether true or falfe is not certain, 
that they cohabited together. His behaviour 
to Lollia was not lefs inconfideratc and wrong. 
She was then in Macedonia with her hufband 
Memmius R^;u]us, governor of that province. 
Catus being told that lady's grandmother had 
been extremely handfome, ordered her imme- 
diately to come to court, forced Regulus not 
only to yield her up, but to authorile her, as 
if he had been her father, to marry him : juft 
as Tiberius Nero had done when Livia mar- 
ried Auguftus. A wife fo earneftly fought 
Was not the better beloved. Caius foon turned 
her off, forbidding her ever to keep company 
with any man. 

The next year he married Mllonia Cefonia, 
who was neither young nor handfome, and had 
already three children by another hufl)and : 
but fhe had graces which fhe welt knew 
how to difplay, and was miftrefs of all the re- 
finements of corruption : and accordingly 
Caius's paflion for her was equally ftrong and 
durable : ftie alone could fix his mad wandcr- 
sol'ef^ ing heart. The thing appeared fo aftonilhing, 
th« people could not account for it but by ibp- 
pofing Cxfonia had given him a philter, or 
love-powder, that had taken a ftronger effefl: 
ttiftn fhe intended, and hurt the prince's brain; 
for which reafon they accufcd her of all the 
mad things he did, Ic 
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It is v«y certain Caiufi's mind wasdiforder- A.R.-;i9.' 
ed, and ic is faid he was fenfible of it himfelf ; ^* ^- s'- 
buc there is no occafion to have recourfe to 
lingular ahd extraordinary accidents to account 
for it. From his infancy he wasfubjjeft to the 
falling ficknefs ; and in his moft vigorous time 
of life was fuddenty feized with fuch weaknefles 
and f^ntingSi that he could neither walk nor 
ftand. He was troubled with a continual want 
of fleep, hardly ever clofing his eyes three 
hours tf^ether, and very renhk all that time . 
with horrid dreams. He fpent the greateft 
pare of the night impatiently watting and wtlh- 
ing for day, now laying down on a couch, then 
walking with hafty Heps thro* the vaft halts 
and galleries of the palace. All thefe were 
proofs and fymptoms of a difordered brain, 
which indeed might be encreafed by, Cefonia's 
criminal indifcretions. 

He had loved her before they were married, S""- c-^e- 
and the day ihc was brought to bed he declared '^' ^ ^"' 
he was hufband to the mother, and father to 
the child, which proved a girl, and was named 
Julia DruHlla. He carried her to the temples 
of all the goddefles j and fet her on Minerva's 
knees, to whom he recommended the care of 
her education. According to Jofephus he like- >/**■ -*- 
wife fit her on Jupiter's knees, pretending that "'' "'' *■ 
god, as well as himfelf, was her father : and 
bidding the people judge from which of them 
two (he drew the nobleft origin. Not that he 
had any doubt who was the child's real father, 
her favage fiercenels plainly fpoke her his, and 
fo great was it, even in her tendereft infancy, 
that Ihc was continually fcratching and driving 
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A.R.7I9. to thruft her fingers into her play -fellows 
A. C. 38. £ye5_ 

HeciDfei After violating themoft facred laws of man, 
MtJ^Mbe ^^'"* ^^'^ nothing more left to do but to infult 
paidhim- the Divinity itfelf openly and direftly, by facri- 
Sff cfi Icgioufly ufurping the worlhip and honour that 
it.'&Dit. belong to God only : and that he did with all 
the rage and fury a charad:er like his could be 
capable of. He declared his mind on that 
fubje^l;, on occalion of a difpute between feme 
kings that were come to pay their court to him. 
Their difpute turned on precedence, dignity 
and nobility of birth. Caius on a fudden cried 
out, reciting a line of Homer, " one » only 
** matter, one only king;" and was very near 
fnatching up the diadem immediately, and 
making himfelf be proclaimed king of Rome. 
To avoid that blow, which would have greatly 
hurt the Romans, who preferved hardly any 
remains of their ancient liberty except their 
hatred to the name of king, feme, more wife, 
reprefented to him, that he was far above all 
kings : on which he refolved to make himfelf 
a god. 

Soon forgetting how he had forbid, on his 
acceffion to the empire, any ftatues to be 
erefted to him, he now would have temples, 
prayers and facrilices". His firfl: ftep was to 
borrow the names of all the divinities the pa- 
gan fuperftition acknowledged ; and he took 
care to imitate them by his crimes. His in- 
ceftuous commerce with his fifters, made him 
in particular worthy being called another Ju- 
piter. With the names, he likewife afTumed 

» Ek «oif «!'©• tru, IK |3«o-(A£uf. Hem. H. 11. 204. 
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the attributes and ornaments of thofe Divini- A.R. 7S9. 
ties : fometimes he was Bacchus or Hercules, ^' ''■ 38- 
at another time Juno, Diana, or Venus. Now 
he would appear in an effeminate manner with 
the hogfhead and Thyrfus ; by and by hts looks 
would feem to fpeak fomething robuft and 
manly, clad in a lion's Ikin, and armed with 
a club. One hour he had no beard, and the 
next a long golden one. To day he would 
appear with the trident, to-morrow armed 
with thunder. Now a warlike virgin, with a 
helmet on his head, and Medufa's fnaky locks 
on his breaft, he reprefented Minerva j and a. 
moment after, in drefs and defires breathing 
nought but effeminacy, he became a Venus. 
And under all thefe various difguifes would he 
receive the vows, offerings and facrifices pro-. 
per to each of the Divinities he pretended to 
reprefent. 

Dion Caflius fays, that oneday an honefl: Gaul 
feeing him give audience feated on a high throne, 
and drefled like a Jupiter Capitotinus, burft 
out into laughter. Caius calling him, " What 
** do you think of me," faid he. *' I think, 
** anfwered the Gaul, you look fo I cannoc 
*' help laughing at you." Such an anfwer 
would have coft a Roman of any dilHni^on 
his life ; but was not heeded ^m a Gaul, a 
Ihoemaker by trade, Caius ttunking him be- 
neath his notice. 

To ad the part of a Jupiter the better, he 
had machines made, by the help of which he 
would anfwer claps Qt thunder, with a noife 
fomewhat like them, and dart lightning againft 
lightning. If the thunder fell, he would 
throw a ftone up cowards Heaven, and call 

Vol. III. D out 
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A.R.789. out to Jupiter, " Kill • me, or I'll kill thee.** 
A. C. 38. But then he muft be in his courageous fits : 
for generally, when he heard it thunder, he 
turned pale, trembled, and hid his face ; ^nd 
if the dap was loud, would hide himfelf under 
the bed. 

A very odd and whimfical fancy came into 
his head j he would have gods for his door- 
keepers. With that view he extended one of 
the wings of his palace next the Forum, as 
far as the temple of Caftor and Pollux, which 
he made it open into, fo that the temple was 
the entrance to it : and he would often feat 
himfelf between the ftatues of the two brother 
gods, to intercept by that trick the adorations 
that were paid to them. 
^^fit^^" '^^^ Capitol was the great object of his am- 
bition. At firft he had a room or chapel built 
him there, that he might be lodged under the 
fame roof with Jupiter. But being foon dif- 
pleafed at holding only the fecond rank, he 
would have a temple entirely to himfelf. Ac- 
cordingly he had one built in the palace : and, 
to have a ftatuc worthy him, ordered that of 
Jupiter the Olympian to be brought to RomCj 
the head of which he purpofed taking off, to 
put his own in its place. This order, of which 
we anticipate the mention here, was not given 
till the laft year of his reign and life. The 
people, fuperftitioufly fond of that ftatue, the 
admirable work of Phidias, was uneafy at it. 

" H" p' dvixiif n lyuu-l. 'oiitb Vlyffes ufti the/e •wgrJs, 

Horn. II. xilll. 724- The aad Caligula canfidtred him- 

fetife of ibis pe£egi is, down f'if oi •wrefiling -with Ju- 

with me, or I will down ?i'<r. 
with ihec. Jjax turijlling 

The 
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The priefts afted with cunning : they gave A.R.78g, 
out, that the ihip deftined to tranfport the *■ *^-'3** 
llatue had been ftruck with lightning ; that 
the ftatue would not let any b'ody come near 
it, but had fee up fuch fits of laughter, as had 
frighted the workmen who were going to move 
it ; in ihort, that there was no attempting to 
ilir it, without danger of its being broke to 
pieces. Memmius Regulus, governor of Ma- j^^,ft. a- 
cedonia and Achaia, gave Caius an account of"'- "'■■ '• 
thofe obftacles which prevented the execution of 
his orders.- But Caius was inflexible in what- 
ever he had once refolved : he knew not what 
it was to hearken to remonftrances ; and had 
not death delivered mankind from him, the 
liberty' Regulus had prefumed to take, would 
probably have cofl: him his life. 

The ftatue of Jupiter Olympias remained s^a. ctiig. 
then in its old place: but Caius*s plan was**'*^*' 
accumplilhed in all other refpedls. In his 
own temple was a golden ftatue of him, done 
from the life, which was drefled every day in 
the fame cioaths he wore. There the choiceft 
vi^ms were offered up to him, fuch as pea- 
cocks, pheatants, and other rare and delicate 
birds. He appointed himfelf a college of 
priefts, of which number were Cefonia his 
wife, his uncle' Claudius, and all the richeft 
men of Rome, whom he made pay ten * mil- ' -**"' 
lions of fefterces for that honour j a moft enor- ^/JJ,^' 
mous tax, which ruined Claudiui, who, not'/"''™»2* 
being able to pay the treafury the fum he had ^'^' '^''*'^' 
engaged for, had all his effects and eftate 
feized, and put up to fale. Caius put himfelf 
at the head of the college of his own priefts, 
and made his horfe a member of it, and in- 
D 2 deed 
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A.R. 789. deed, as M. de Tillctnont fays, the moft wor- 
A. C. 38. (ijy member of them all. 
Hii foiiiei Every body knows what follies he commift- 
^%.'^t ted about that horfe. He called him India- 
Sua. 0.1. tus. He built him a ftable of marble, an 
55. & D-t. ^yoj^ manger -, his trappings were purple, and 
he had a necklace ot pearls. The evening 
before Incitatus was to run in the Circus, fol- 
diers were fet centry all round the neighbour- 
hood, to prevent any noife being made that 
might difturb his reft. That was not aU. 
Caius formed a houlhold for him, gave him 
fervants, furniture, kitchen, cooks, &c. that 
thofe he was pleafed to invite to dinner mighc 
be well received : himfelf would invite him 
to his own cable, and treat him with gilt oats, 
making him drink wine out of a golden cup 
of. which himfelf always tailed firft. He 
would fwear by the welfare and go(id fortune 
of his horfe, and we are aflbred he would have 
made him conful had not death prevented, 
oiherprooft Thcfc werc madneflcs vifibly beyond the 
^^1"' ""*' d^ree of folly infeparable from vice: they 
Sua. caPg. manifeftly prove a diftempered brain. No 
**■ *'*"■ wonder if a prince, who could make his horfe 
his table companion, fhould take it into his 
head to marry the moon, calling out aloud to 
her whenever he faw her appear in the flties. 
Of the fame kind were his private converfa- 
tions with the ftatue of Jupiter, in the ear of 
which he would whifpcr, alking him queftions, 
and anfwering them himfelf, and talking as 
if they were carrying on a converfation, fome- 
times in a kind and friendly tone and action, 
and at others as if angry and difpleafed. He 
baa 
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has been heard to threaten his Jupiter, that A.R. 789. 
he would » banilh him to an tfland of Greece. ^- *-• 3** 
We ihall take another opportunity to fpcak 
of the crueldes and perfecutions the Jews fuf- 
fered on account of Caius's impious and. facri- 
l^ous follies. 

During the year we arc clofrng the account vcfpifiip, 
of, Vefpafian, afterwards emperor, was Edik, ^^!^^ 
and as fuch had the care of the civil govern- oirt i? 
ment of the city, and to have the ftreets kept ^^ ' *" 
clean. Caius finding fome dirt in them one 
day, ordered it to be thrbwn upon Vefpafian's 
robe. This adventure, after his accelCon to 
the empire, was thought an omen of the gran- 
deur to which he was deftined. Caius was 
thought to have foretold Vetpafian, by that 
adion, that it would one day fall to his tot to 
reftore the city to its luftre, tarniflied by the 
diforders of factions, as by a dirty filth : a 
memorable example of the ridicule of arbitrary 
interpretations, applied to things after they 
have happened. 

Caius made the people name him Conful for 
the next year, with Apronius. 

Caius Augustus II. A.R.7qo.. 

L. Aprohius C^siahus. A, C. 39. 

HE, held this Confullhip but thirty days, Cim.'i fc- 
buc kept his collegue employed fix ^J;*"" 
months. On taking polTefiion of that poll, s-n. c*iip 
and on leaving it, he took, like others, the *'• * ^"' 
ufual oaths on thofe occafions, afcending to 
that end the tribune for harangues, as' had been 

* Er; y«i»i' AffMcwv ■srifxw ffi. 

D 3 pradifed 
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A.R. 790. praftifed under the republican government. 

A. C. 39. 'J'JjjJ ij ^]l jj^g gooJ ^g (hall [jjyg JQ fJ^y Qf 

him during the courfe of this year : the reft 
is a comporicion of mad caprices, cruel and 
bloody deeds, heightened by a dcfirc of plun- 
der and rapine, and by the indigence to which, 
his bad ceconomy had reduced him. 
Hi.e«nv»- He had diffipated, as I have ajready faid, 
^1"* the immenfe treafures left by Tiberius : nor is 
SMM.CtSe. it to be wondered at, if to his enormous ex- 
^'' pcnces in games, fliews and diverfions, we add, 

all the extravagancies a madman could com- 
mit, ever forming the wildeft projefts, and 
piquing him on executing them. He ufed to 
fay ■ ene ought either to he /rttgaly er to he Cuf- 
far : and valuing his greatnefs by the mon- 
ftrous extent of what caprices he could have 
iatisfied, whatever he could think of moft 
Itrange'and out of the way, was what pleafed 
him moft : coftly perfumes prodigally wafted, 
pearls of value diffolved in vinegar and then 
fwallowed, tables covered with loaves and 
viands of gold, large I'ums thrown to the peo- 
ple feveraldays together, and the whole left 
s™.flrfa/- to them to plunder. He fpent in one enter- 
*""' '■ '" tainment ten millions of fefterces, a matter 
of eighty ihoufand pounds of our money. 
He built ftiips of cedar, the fterns of which 
were adorned with precious ftones, and the 
fails dyed of different colours i and in them 
were baths, portico's, large dining rooms, and 
whatis moft extraordinary, vines andfruittrees, 
Thcfe (hips were deftined to carry him along 
the coafts of Campania. ^Vhcn he built a 

* Ant fruj^ kominem eSc oporteie, auc Cxiaieta. Sutf. 
villa 
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villa for his amufemcnt, as he did a great A.R. 790. 
many, the more difficulties he met with, the *• ^* 39" 
more he was delighted ; and to tell him a thing 
was impoflible, was to give him the (trongeft 
dcfire to have it done. In faft, he executed 
moft furprizing things, fuch as piers built a 
great way out in a deep and ftormy fea, vaft 
maOes of rock levelled, vallies raifed as high 
as the hills, mountains laid even with vallies ; 
and all with incredible diligence and difpatch ; 
for if the undertakers failed a moment of their 
fixed time, their lives were in danger. 

It was that tafte for extraordinary and won- ^"*- ^'c- 
derful things that made him think of piercing 
the ifthmus of Corinth, of building a town on 
the fummit of the Alps, of rebuilding Poly- 
crates's palace at Samos, and other fuch like 
3roje£ts that made a great noife and were of 
little ufe. Suetonius mentions but one work 
really ufeful undertaken by that prince, which 
was an aquedudb, left imperfeft. Jofephus J'fth. a»- 
fpeaks of a harijour he wanted to make near "'' *"' *' 
Rhegium, to receive the ihips that brought corn 
from Alexandria. That fcheme was a good 
and well judged one, but was never put in 
execution. Rome was however indebted to f/«. i»i. 
him for a real ornament, an obelifk brought J^j ','*'g, 
from Egypt at a vaft expence, ftill to be feen Smb. a^i. 
in St. Peter's Square. Among the Egyptians, '• *°" 
obeliflcs were religious monuments, and con- 
fecrated to the fun. Caius might perhaps in- 
tend that I am fpeaking of for fome facrile- 
gious worfliip. Sixtus the fifth has made a 
better ufe of it. 

Caios having exhaufted his treafures by his h;i npia*. 
mad expcDCes, fought in cruelty and rapine a 
D 4 remedy 
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A.R.790. remedy for the bad ftate of his finances. He 

*«*cJ^' P"^ *" kinds of extortions and vexations in ufe 

js. 41. a both againft the public and againft private per- 

"'• Tons. He laid on excelTive and unheard of 

taxes, which were levied by the tribunes and 

centurions of the Praetorian cohorts. No man 

was exempted, no thing that did not pay. Law- 

fuits, the hire of porters, proftitutes, and even 

marriages were taxed. 

A very extraordinary circumftance relating 
to thofe taxes or impofts was, that they were 
levied without any previous publication or no- 
tice : numbers coniequently could not comply 
with them thro' ignorance ; yet they were pu- 
siihed either by forfeitures or fines. Ac length, 
forced by the cries of the multitude, Caius 
caufed his orders to be polled up, but in fuch 
fmall characters, and in lb inconvenient a place, 
that no-body could come near enough to read 
them. 

So low a tl-ick could become none but a 
prince that would cheat at play. But what 
Ihall we fay or think of his keeping a brothel 
in his own palace, to reap the profits of that 
infamous commerce ? Caius was extream in 
every vice. He loved money to that degree, 
that he would walk on it barefooted, and roll 
himfelf in the heaps of gold and litver he ex- 
torted by rapine and oppreflion. 

- The folly, indecency and injuftice of Caius 
are beyond conception. All we can do is to 
credit them on the faith of grave hiltorians by 
whom they are recorded. So, for example, 
he often pradtifed an expedient to make money 
that one would hardly think of in a Roman, 
emperor i which was to turn merchant of all 
forts 
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Jbrts of things, which he fold at exorbitant A.R. 790. 
prices. People were forced to buy whether *• *^* 39- 
they would or not, and citizens of diltiti£Uon 
fearing their opulence might excite the prince's 
avarice, would olten be glad to lofe part of 
Chdr wealth by bargains of that kind, in hopes 
of prefcrving their lives, and enjoying the relt of 
their fortunes in peace. - 

There often happened in thefe kind of bar- 
gains, things that one would be tempted to call 
comic, had not the confequences been very fe- 
rious. Oneday that Caiuswas felling by audion 
ibme gladiators, himfelfftUl bidding higher an4 
higher, an ancient Prstor, called Aponius Sa- 
turninus, who was at the fate, chanc.ed to fall 
afleep, fo that his head now aftd then nodded 
forward. Caius obferving him, ordered the 
crier to take notice of that fenator, who by the 
frequent motions of his head Teemed to out-bid 
him. The joke was curied a great length, 
'and Aponius, at laft awaking, was greatly Tur- 
prifed to 6nd thirteen gladiators adjudged to 
him for nine 'millions of feflerces, which he ■71000/. 
was obliged to pay. We may with great pro- 
bability conclude, he was of the number of 
thofe that Suetonius tells us had their veins 
opened thro* defpair, their fortunes being 
ruined by adventures of this kind. 

During Caius's ftay in Gaul, the occafion of 
which we ihall fpeak of foon, it ha{^ned that 
a Gaul gave the officers, directed to invite the 
guefts, two hundred tboufand fcfterces to have 
the honour of fupping with the emperor. 
Caius was told of it, and was not at alt dif- 
pleafed to find his company valued at fo high 
a rate. The next day, at a fale he was mak- 
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AJt.790. ingf at which the fame Gaul was prefent, he 

A. C 39. ordered fome trifle or other to be adjudged 

him for two hundred thoufand fefterces, faying, 

** You Ihall fup with the emperor, invited by 

« himfelf." 

The vexations Caius praftifed on all forts of 
people to extort money, are numberlefs. He 
annulled privileges granted by his anceftors, 
to make people buy them over again. Thofe 
who had grown rich fince the laft gene- 
nl taxation, were accufcd of having conceal* 
ed what they were worth, and punifhed ac- 
cordingly by forfeiture of their cftates. The 
flighteft pretence fufliced him to attack his 
fubjefts wills ; and accordingly he caufed the 
ienate to ordain, that all who had intended to 
leave Tiberius any legacy, (hould b>e obliged 
to leave the fame to Caius. This decree con- 
tained a molV remarkable claufe, plainly prov- 
ing, that even his violent tyranny did not yet 
entirely invalidate the Republican conftitution 
of the ftate. As the law Papta Foppxa an- 
nulled all gifts or legacies made by will, to 
perfons who had neither wife nor children, 
and ■ Caius happened then to be in that cafe, 
the fenate defpenfed the prince from that part 
of the law. 

Caius likewife appropriated to himfelf the 
inheritances of the people of the army, and 
annulled, as.favouring of ingratitude, the wills 
of all the old Centurions who had not made 
the emperor their heir fince the time of Ger- 
manicus*s triumph. He wanted, properly 
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Ipeaking, to befoleheir to all the citizens, A.R. 390. 
aqd if he coutd but find any one to fay the de- ^- ^ 39- 
ceafed perfon did intend to leave all he had to 
Caefar, he defired no better title to take it. He 
took care to belong to ail the rich families, by 
adopting them or their children as in a joke t 
and in his letters to them, making ufe of a pre-- 
tended carefling and endearing ftile, would calt 
them his father and mother, or grandfather and 
grandmother, according to their ages. From 
that hour they were obliged to put him in their 
wills : and if they happened to live long, he faid 
they were only laughing at him, and fent poi- 
Ibned pyes and fweetmeats tofeveral. 
. We have f^d, in Tiberius's reign, what 
vexations were praftifed by Corbulo on thofct 
that were to repair and take care of the high 
ways, Caius revived them with the alfiftance 
of that fame Corbulo, who ferved-him too well 
for the public repofe and for his own honour. 
What was poflefied by the living, and what 
had been left by the dead, that had been in any 
ihape concerned in any thing relating to tha 
highways, was fubjefted to taxes as unjuft 
as they were heavy. Corbulo received the 
ConfulOiip as a reward from Caius : but under 
Claudius he had the mortification of feeing all ' 
proceedings that had been on carried at his fuit 
and inftigation, fet afide, and amends made to 
thofe he had unjuftly condennned. 

rThe means made ufe of by Caius to raife 
money were, as we may fee, generally litigious, 
and often required fome proceedings at law. 
He made himfelf fole judge of them, and be- 
fore h^ took bis f^t to examine thofe kind of 
a&irs, fixed the fum at which he valued 
hU 
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A.R.790.his attendance, nor would rife till he had it. 
A- C. 39- He did not want much time for thofe opcra- 
dons i delays did not Tuit him : in one day and 
■at one fitting he condemned forty perfons ac- 
cufed of different crimes i after which, quite 
proud of what he had done, he went to Cxfonia, 
and told her what a fum he had.bcen getting 
while Ihe was taking her afternoon's nap. 

Sometimes he would not ftudy even thofe 
flender appearances of formalities. One day 
playing at dice, he ftarted up and bid his next 
neighbour play for him : then ftepping to the 
entry, ordered two rich Roman Knights, who 
were accidently pafling by, to kfi arreted, de- 
creed their eftates forfeited, and returned toplay, 
faying, he had never played with fuch luck. 

Suetonius gives us that particularity : Dion 
CaOius mentions another of the fame nature, 
whilftC^us was in Gaul^with this diSerenceonly, 
that the latter is much more heinous. He was 
at play, and his money falling fhort, he ordered 
the public re^fter, containing the names of all 
the inhabitants <^ Gaul, and an account of what 
each was worth, to be brought him : then con- 
demned a number of the richcft Gauls to die. 
*' How I pity you, f^d he, turning round to 
" thofe that were playing with him, here are 
*' you contending a long time about a triAing 
** fum of fefterces, whilft I have won * fix 
** hdndred millions in a moment." 
Lnr tviA Accufations for pretended crimes of high 
^^■"^ treafon were a moft convenient invention, which 
Di». left the lives and fortunes of the moft illuftrious 
of Rome entirely at the emperor's mercy. Caiua 
had abolifhed thofe odious proceedings at a 
time 
■ • Litiit Ufs ibaajht millim »f nr »»wtj. 
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time when he judged it his intereft to gain the A.R. 790. 
love of the people. He revived them in the A- C. 39. 
year of his ftcond Confullhip, and that in fuch 
a manner as fpread terror and confternation 
throughout the whole city. 

He made an elaborate fpeech to the fenate 
in praife of Tiberius, he who till then had al- 
ways taken pleafure in reviling, and bear- 
ing others fay every thing ill of him. The 
fenators, he fatd, were highly guilty for having ' 
taken fuch liberties j '* For me, continued he, 
*' who am emperor, I may do it : but fuch 
*' prefumption in you is a violation of the 
■ •* refpeft you owe to the memory of him who 
** was your head and your prince." He proved 
that they were fo much the more to blame, as 
they had all partaken, either as accufers, wit- 
nefles or judges, in the cruelties they reproached 
Tiberius with. He ftiewed them how incon- 
iiflently they behaved in blaming a prince when 
dead, whom they had praifed and extolled 
whilft alive.- " So it was, faid he, that you 
** firfl puffed up and fpoiled Sejanus by your 
*' flatteries, and then killed him : I well know 
" what I am to expeft myfelf from thefe your 
** fickle humours ; and plainly fee no good is 
** ever to be got out of you." 

Then he introduced Tiberius fpcakmg to 
him, and approving what he had faid, in thefe 
terms : '* Admirably fpoken Caius ; nothing 
*^ is more true than what you have faid : for 
•' which rcafon I would not have you love any 
** of thofe fellows, nor fparc one of them : 
*' they all hate you ; they alt wilh your deat"h, 
*• and will kill you if they can. Never think 
** therefore of doing tb^ any good i and if 
I « they 



LK,,l,;.d ..Google 



4i6 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 
A.R. 79b. ** they murmur, never mind them j but let 
A. C. 39. (« your own pleafurc and your own fafcty be 
*' your only care, and the only law you ac- 
*' knowledge. By following thefe maxims no 
** harm will come to you ; you will enjoy all 
** your wiflies : and what is more, they will 
" honour and refpeit you, either of their own 
'* accord, or by force. Whereas, if you aft 
•* otherwife, no real ufe or advant^e will re- 
*• fult to you from it j all you can gain will 
" be a vain-glory, accompanied with fnares 
** into which you will fall, and in which 
" you will perith mifcrably. No man obeys 
** willingly. They pay their court to the , 
'• ftrongcr, fo long as they fear him 1 but the 
•* moment they think they can defpife him 
'* frith impunity, they fail not to revenge 
** themfclves." Machiavel, we fee, was noC 
the firft author of this deteftable policy, which 
founds the prince's fccurity on the fubjciSts op- 
preflion, and fubftitutes terror and violence, 
^nd confequently a reciprocal and implacable 
hatred, in the room of duty and afFeftion. 

After delivering thefe tyrannical maxims, 
that no one might imagine they had efcaped 
him, through vivacity or inadvertency, Caius 
ordered his fpeech to be engraved on a column 
of brafs : he revived the taw againil high 
' treafon ; and immediately left the fenate and 
city, and retired to the fuburbs. 

We may readily judge in> what confterna- 
tion he left the fenators : not one dared open 
his mouth, nor utter a Gngle word. They 
parted, and fpread about the city the news of 
this terrible fpeech, which made every one 
guilty: 
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guilty: for there was not a citizen who hadA.R.79fl. 
not ipokcn ill of Tiberius. A. C. 39. 

The fenate met again the next day, and came 
to a refolution, the ufual refourcc of the ireak, 
to endeavour, hy flattery and Toothing means, 
to dilarm the wrath or an inhuman prince. 
Such praifes as he leaft deferved, and which 
he muft have taken for reproaches, had not 
his pride blinded him, were bellowed on Caius. 
They praifed him for being a friend to truth, 
and full of mildnefs. The fcnators owned thejr 
owed their lives to his goodnefs : they orderea 
facrifices to be offered up to his clemency ereiy 
year, on the day on which he read the dif- 
courfe that infl:ruflKd them fo well in their duty. 
A ftatue of gold, folemn pomp, hymns to his 
honour, all thefe were ordered. In iliort, the 
lefler triumph was decreed him, as if he had 
conquered fome enemy to the ftate. 

All thefe mcannefles of the fenate were of 
little ufe. Caius, ftimulated by want and gree- 
dinefs after money, carried his cruelties to the 
greateft extreams. He condemned himfelf, or 
made the fenate condemn a great number of 
illuftrious perfons, whofe names were pofted 
up publicly by his order, as if he had appre- - 
hended his tyrannical exploits would not be fuf- 
ficiently notorious. Dion Caflius did not chufe 
to weary his readers by too long an account of 
thofe bloody executions, and we fliall make 
what he fays fliorter ftill. But we cannot omic 
Junius Prifcus, at that very time Prxtor, who 
not proving very rich after he had been put to 
death, made Caius infultingly fay, " This man 
** has deceived me : he does not pay for hit 
V death : he might have lived." 

Domitiua 
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'A.R.790. Dotnirius Afer, famous for his eloquence, 

A. R. 39. was at that time in the utmoft danger^ frotn 

Afcr'i'ra- which he lucidly dcaped, by a readinefa of 

dinefi of mind fuited to the critical Atuatton he was in. 

^'ihe* "" We have feen how, under Tiberius, he af- 

«™"* lifted Scjanus in his wicked defigns i^inft the 

*"' family of Germanicus, by acculing Claudia 

Fulcra, related to Agrippina. Caiusiwrehima 

Sii. CaBt. grudge for it. But his greateft crime was, that 

SI- he was the Hrft orator of his age, For Caius 

valued himfelf on his eloquence, nor was it en> 

tirely without reafon ; efpccially if he was to 

ipeak againft any one ; he then never was at a 

lofs for ideas, nor proper expeflions : his tone 

of voice, attitude, and every a£Uon, were 

quite proper. He was naturally vehement, 

and of courfe held in great contempt all ftti- 

died ornaments of fpeech, and the puns that 

then began to grow in fafhion. He ufed to 

compare Seneca's ftile, much admired by many, 

to mertar without time^ meaning it was loofe 

and unconneded, the fmail parts of which, 

when put t<^ther, did not form a whole 

Di*- But Aier's reputation hurt him, and to get rid 

of him, he laid hold of a pretence no one 

could poiUbly have expected. 

Afer had pretended to pay his court to him, 
by ereding a litatue, in the infcriptioa to which 
it was faid, Caius had been twice Conful as 
the age of twenty feven. The wrong-headed 
prince would have it to be a reflei5tioo on him 
for his youth, and for having infringed, the old 
laws relating to the age Confuls were- to be 
of ; and on that foundation accufed Afer before 
the fenaie, pronouncing a violent and ftudied 
inventive againit him. Afer was undone, had 
he 
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he attempted to anfwer or defend himfeif. On A.R.790. 
th^ contrary, he feemed ftruck with admiratipn ^- •-■ 39- 
at Caius*s eloquence ; and, as if he had been 
only a looker-on, and no ways concerned in it 
himfeif, took to pieces and examined the 
prince's ipeech, with an air of feeming plea- 
lure and fatisfaition, pointing out every beauty, 
and beftowing the higheft praifes on them. 
"When called on to make his defence, he prof- 
trated himfeif on the ground, faying. He had 
nothing to anfwer, but owned himfeif con- 
vi£ted, and that he feared more Caius the ora- 
tCM- than Caius the prince. Caius's vanity was 
facisfied : he thought his eloquence had got the 
better of the greateft of orators : and as he a1- 
■ways ran from one extream to another, Afer, 
by this artifice, and the help of Calliftus the 
emperor's freeman, whom he took care to gain, 
■was not only abfolved, but rewarded, and im- 
mediately promoted to the Confulfhip. 

Calliftus, who was a great farourite with 
his patron, ventured fome time after to com- 
plain of his having expofed Afer to fuch peril. 
" What do you mean, faid Caius, would you 
•• have had me lofe fuch a fine fpeech ? " 

To make Afer Conful, he vacated that of- c»ri.) j*. 
■fice in one of thofe fudden flights that were ^"^J^ 
common to him. The Confuls had affronted 
"him, by not ordering feftivals and rejoicings 
for his birth-day, thinking Caius would have 
been fatisfied with the courfes in the Circus, 
and the fighting of beafts that the Praetor had 
ordered. He did not however Ihew his diflike 
immediately, but waited the return of the 
yearly games for the battle of Aftium. " I 
■ ** (hall certainly find an opportunity to quar- 

VoL. HI. E " rel 
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A.R.790. '* rel with the Confuls now, faid he to his 
A. C. 39. (I confidents, fw Auguftus and Antony were 
** both of them my great grandfathers : COH- 
•* fequcntly I Ihall have reafon to be affronted, 
" either that rejoicings arc ordered for An- 
•• tony's defeat, or that they are not ordered 
*' for Aiigultus's vidory." The Confuls ap- 
pointed the games as uluai, and Caius, on the 
ftrength of this fine reafoning, depofed them 
ignominioufly, and ordered their fafces to be 
broke. One of them took it lo much to heart 
that he died of grief. By this means it was 
Afer became Conful. 
Hii ttnrf Since I have menlion'd Caius's jealoufy of 
j^Jo^"'*"' ^^^ i^'gh reputation Afer's eloquence had gain- 
sku. Cat, ed him, I Ihall add here, that one of his great 
W'^*" vices was to be exceflively envious on all oc- ■ 
cafions, and towards all forts of people. Tho* 
he defpifed Seneca,' as I have faid, yet he was 
very near putting him to death, for the fue- 
cefs one of his pleadings in the fenate had met 
with : nor did he reUnquifh that defign, but 
becaufe he was told there would foon be no 
occafion for violence, as the man he was ^oing 
to condemn, muft Ihortly die of a lingering 
difeafe he had been long afflifted with. 
Smf, He could not bear the reputation even t^ 

thofe whom death had fcrecned from the ef- 
lefts of his envy. He had a great mind to 
deftroy the works of Livy and Virgil : even 
Homer could not cfcape his virulence: he 
wanted much to fupprefs his poems, aflcing 
why he (hould have lefs power and liberty than 
Plato, who banifhed that poet from his re- 
public. 

Nor 
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Nor was he more favourable to civilians, A.R.790; 
than to poets and orators, and often boaftcd ■*• ^* 39' 
he would entirely abolilh the ftudy of the civil 
law, in which Rome excelled to a great de- 
gree. A projeft worthy a prince, who him- 
felf overturning all laws, could not but hate a 
ftudy, the objeft of which was to Interpret 
thofe laws, and to make them revered and 
loved. 

The ftatues of illuftrious men, prote»fted by 
Auguftus, collefted by that judicious prince, 
and placed by him in the Capus Martlus, could 
not efcape the malignity of Caius. He pulled 
them all down, and forbid any to be erc£ted 
for the future without his permiflion, 

He ftripped the ancient families of their 
lodges of diftinftion, which were in fome fenfe 
their titles of nobility. The • Torquati were 
forbid to wear the gorget, the Cincinnati their 
hair curled 'in buckles, and the furname of 
Great was taken from the Pompeys. 

All fliew and fplendor, even in drefs, hurt stn. Caiiz. 
his diftempercd eyes, and made people odious f^'^^A^' 
to him. He fent for his coufin Ptolomy, fon r^anfuU, 
of Juba, king of Mauritania, and of Selena, ^^.^'■' 
daughter to Antony and Cleopatra. Ptolomy, 
on, his firft arrival at Rome, was well received j 
but happening unfortunately to make his ap- 

• &te in Rullin's Reman flough. CiRCinnuB Jignifit 
ilifi»rj, iibI. 111. beokyui. a lock erf hair curled. Pro- 

f 1. the origin of tbi fur. bahly ihi frji ^,v;.;«i that 

name Torquaiua, -wiicb tht luaj calUd Cincmnatus had 

Mania bin. That of Cin- hair that curled nalurally. 

iMDBtUi bilengid to the ^in- The name and thing continued ~ 

Hi, and It/ameui in bifiorj in the family Hit Caligula's 

for the illujirioas DiSator of time. 
that name, taken from the 

E 2 pearance 
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A.R.ygo. pcarance at a play in a robe of fo bright a pur- 

A. C. 39- p)g^ [hat the eyes of every one were fixed on 
him ; Caius was jealous ot it, and lirft banifhed, 
afterwards put him to death. 

In ftiort, his groveling envy knew no dif- 
tiniftion : men ot a midlingy and even thofe 
of a low fiiuation, were objeds of it, if they 
poneiTed the leaft advantages of body, or of 
fortune, or any other remarkable qualiBcation 
or thing. One Proculus, fon of an old cap- 
tain, was remarkably tall and well made. 
Caius perceiving him at a combat of gladia^ 
. tors, forced him to come down from his feat, 
and to engage two gladiators one after ano- 
• thcr ; and feeing him come off vitftdrjouB in 
both fights, ordered him to be loaded mth 
chains, then let about the city for a fliew, and 
after that had his throat cut. 

ft™*.. /. V. The temple of Diana Aricina is famous for 
the lingularity of the rites that were performed 
there. The prieft of that temple, who had 
likewife the title of king, was to be a fugi- 
tive flave, that had killed the prieft his pre- 
deceffor. The pretended king fpent his life in 
continual fear and anxiety, knowing his pofl: 
■was the reward of whoever fhould murder 
him ; that being the cafe, we may readily judge 

*««■ their reigns were not long. He that had that 

wretched title in Caius's time, having enjoyed 
it a pretty many years, appeared too happy 
to the prince, who employed a ftronger fellow 
to kill him. 

A gladiator, one of thofe that fought in 
carrs with a flave that was both coachman and 
fecond, one day, in the midft of the games, 
fet his Have, who had ferved him well, at li- 
berty. 
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bcrty. The people, fond of every thing that A. R. 790. 
was done at t^iofe games, clapped their hands *• '-■ 39- 
and applauded mightily. 1 hac was enough 
to fet Caius's frantic jealoufy to work. He 
flaned up, ran down flairs in a hurry, and 
went away crying out, " What a Ihame it was, 
'* for the firft people in the univerfe to pay a 
•' gladiator, for fo frivolous a thing, a greater 
*' Honour than they did to their emperor, tho' 
** prefent." 

From the fame motives that he envied even 
the lowefl of mankind, he took a malicious 
pleafurc in treading on the necks of the great- 
eft. He would futFer fenators, who had gone 
through the higheft dignities, to perform the 
funftions * of flaves towards him 1 to run fe- *^- ^'•C' 
veral miles in their togas at his chariot tide; 
to ftand whilft he dined or fupped, with a nap- 
kin crofs their arm, at the foot of the couch 
where he lay. We have fecn with what indig- 
nity he depofed the two Confuls, for no other 
. reafon than his own caprice. Inftead of per- ^'* 
mitting the great men to kifs his mouth, as 
was cuftomary, he would often hold out bis 
hand, or even his foot, for them to kifs;^^-***- 
fometimcs out of a childifli vanity to fliew the "''' "' '** 
fine ftones his legs and feet were covered with. 

It mufl: be owned too, in his fav6ur, that The ftoi- 
the meannefs of the fenators contributed greatly J^"ico'«iy 
to feed his arrogance. Their fawning adula- L-viteiiiiu^ 
tion was more fervilely low than can be ex- J^^ "* 
prefTcd, as the reader mult have obferved by 
what I have already faid ; to which I may add, 
as a farther inftance, tho behaviour of L. Vi- 

• fbi Roman impcnrsiatri. atii Hat by tbt graHditi eflht 
iJwajtfirvtdhy tbtirJUniei, tmfire, ai wr kings ari. 

E 3 lelljus. 
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A.R.790. tellius, the tnoft notorious thorough-paced flat- 

■"■ <" 39- terer that ever was. 

Di;SfSui. That man, with great wit and parts, who 

*'"■*■ had gained' applaufe in his government of Sy- 
ria, and had ended the Parthian war by a 
treaty honourable to the Romans^ on his re- 
turn to Rome, ibon conceived his glory dnd 
reputation would bring him tnco danger; that 
he had ferved his prince too well not to be 
feared by him ; and that envy and fear both 
combined againft him in Cwus's breaft. He 
refolved to purchafe' his fafety at the expence 
of his honour, and to fave his life by becom- 
ing dcfpicable. For which reafon, when he 
appeared before Caius, he threw himfelf at his 
feet, cried, and was moft humble ; and know- 
'ing the prince's madnefs in wanting to he 
thought a god, worlhipped him according to 
all the ceremonies of the pagan cult. By this 
low and impious adulation, he appeafed the 
favage tyrant, whom he dreaded, but heaped 
eternal ignominy on himfelf. Caius conceived 
a friendlhip for him, and VitelHus preferved 
that fliaraeful and daigerous friendfliip by tii« 
fame means he had acquired it. Cuus, ono 
of whofe frantic imaginations was that thft 
moon was his wife, a&ed him one day if he 
had not feen them in bed together. Vitellius, 
with down caft eyes, anfwered, " My lord, 
*' you gods are vifible only to gods : the fee- 
*' ble fight of mortal man cannot reach you." 
. We Ihall find him continuirig the fame prac- 
tices under the next reign, by which, and 
his mean complaifance, not only to Claudius, 
but to Mefialina, Agrippina, and even arro- 
gant freemen, he fucceeded (q well, as to at- 
tain 
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tain a power and honours he ought to have AJt. 79a. 
blufhed at, had there been the leaft fentiment *' ^- 39- 
of modeftf, dignity or virtue left in him. 

Caius's flatterers ought to bear an equal jfjJJ^^f 
Ihare of blame for his mad pride, had he not Ouoi. 
carried it to fuch monftrous heights of cruelty ^f ',^§f 
as to fport with the lives of men, and to make oL 
his pleafures confift in the ills his fellow crea- 
tures fuffered. To fee poor wretches whipt 
to death, or laid on the rack, were agreeable 
amufemenis to him : in that manner he treat- 
ed, not only Apctles his favourite finger, the 
fweetnefs of whofe voice he admired even in 
the cries and groans pain forced from him, 
but likewife Sex. Papinius, fon to a man of 
Confular dignity, Balisenus BalTus his Quseftor, 
and other Senators and Knights, feveral QisiM.^!ra 
whofe heads he afterwards caufcd to be ftruck "'" '*• 
off, as be was walking in his gardens by caa- 
dle-lighc. He would often, whilA at table, 
when others were pleafing thcmfelves with the 
mufic, order perfoos accufed to be brought 
before him and put to the rack, or prifoners 
heads to be ftruck off by a foldier who had a 
knack of doing it dextroufly. One day he - 
wanted to lee a fenator torn to pieces alive : 
to that end he employed a parcel of wretches, 
who, as the fenator that had been pointed out 
to them was going into the fcnate houfe, fell 
on him, calling htm a publick enemy, ftabbed, 
and then delivered him over to others, 
who tore him limb from limb : nor would 
Caius be fatisfied, till he had feen his entrails 
dragged about the ftreets, and then laid in a 
heap before bis eyes. 

E 4 , The 
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A.R 790. The bare recital of thele barbarities ftrike^ 
A. C. 39. ong ^.(tij horror ; I Ipare my readers the difa- 
ia;'^' ay gpgg^fjjg mention of many others of the fame 
Sm.ditra. nature^ [o be found in Suetonius and Seneca : 
'' but cannot omit fome of Caius's fayings, 
which, without (hocking the imagination by 
a reprefentation of fcencs of blood, make us 
as well acquainted with the atrocity of his cha- 
racter. Every ten days he fettled the lift of 
prifoners condemned to die : he called that 
fan. fettling his accounts. He would have fuch as 
were 10 be executed die flowly, and, it I might 
be allowed fuch an exprcfTion, be larded with 
ftabs i he ufed frequently to fay, *' Strike (o 
" that he may feel himfelf die." One who 
had been Frxtor, having obtained the empe- 
ror's Icive to go to the illand of Anticyra to 
. take helebore, and defiring feveral times leave 
to ftay longer, Caius ordered him to be killed, 
faying, " Bleeding was neceffary for a man 
*' that found no benefit from fo long a ufe of 
" helebore." After putting the children to 
s«-.Aira death, he would often order the parents to be 
111. 10. killed, to deliver them, faid he, from their 
grief that muft make life a burden to them. 
At a great feaft, where both Confuls were pre- 
fent, on a fudden he burll out into an immo- 
derate fit of laughter. The Confuls afked 
him, with the greateft refpeft, what might 
make him fo merry ? *' I was thinking, laid 
" he, how with a wink of my eye I could 
*' have you both killed." His foltcft words 
to women he was fond of, when carefling 
him, were, " This fine head will be chopped 
** off whenever I pleafe -," and wondering him- 
felf how he could l^ve Cxfonia lb much, 
and 
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and for fo long rime, he would often fay, A.fi,79o. 
" He would put her to the rack to know. A- C. 39. 
** from her own mouth, what it was that made 
*' her fo charming." 

Not fatisfied with murdering by retail fuch 
a prodigious number of pcrfons of all ranks, 
he ufed to wifh for one of thofe genera] cala- 
mities that carry off thoufands ac a time. The 
reign of Auguftus, he faid,' was remarkable 
for Varus's defeat, Tibcrius's by the fall of the , 

amphitheatre of Fidenum ; and complained 
that no fuch difaftcr had made hts memorable. 
He needed not to fear, a monfter like him could 
ever be forgot. As far as was in his power 
he imitated thofe great calamities that did not 
naturally occur in his timt. With that view 
he purpofely brought on a famine, by Shut- 
ting up the public granaries. Being emended c»- 
at the mob for tiding in the Circus againft the 
green * faction that he was for, and becaufe 
in their acclamations they had filled him young 
Auguftus, which he interpreted a reflcdtion on 
his age, he ordered the foldiers to maffacre a 
great number of them : then it was he uttered 
that exprelHon, the moll diabolical that ever 
man made ufe of : *^ Would to the gods thc^ 
*' Roman people had but one head, that I *"- ^«** 
•' might Itrike it off at one blow." 

Nothing can be added to the idea thefe other on- 
things muft already give of Caiusi and what ^iJ^"' 
adions of his I have farther to relate, tho' hor- 
rid in themfelves, cannot make him appear 
blacker. Seneca tells us of the fon of an il- 

• The raceri in the drcui laurs. 7bire lutre fvir ^ 
•Wirt Jii-idtd into faahni, thtm, the rid^ 'bi •uibUt, Iht 
SifiinguiJKtd Ij Jiffertnt ta^ grttn, endlotbUu. 

)uftriou9 
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A.R.790. luftrious Roman knight* named Faftor, who 
A. C. 39. being put in prifon for no other crime than his 
i" 33." gfe*t neatnefs and elegance of drefs, of which 
Caius was jealouSj the father came to beg his 
fon's pardon and releafe, but only haftened his 
death, for Caius's anfwcr was to order him 
inftanily for execution. That was not all : 
his inhumanity could not be fatiated but by 
forcing the unhappy father to fmother his grief, 
and fup with him chat very evening. During 
the repaft, Caius was continually addrefling 
himfelf to him for healths, prefenting him 
crowns and perfumes, and ordering alt his 
looks to beftrtdly watched, and an exa& ac- 
count given him of them. Paftor had refolu- 
tion enough under thofe melancholy circum* 
ftances to look and ad: with gaiety. He had 
another fon remaining, for whom he fcJired 
the tyrant's cruelty. 
Sun. CaUg. It was ufual with Caius to make the fathers 
*^' be fpe£tators of their fons executions. One of 

them begging to be excufed becaufe he was 
ill, the beirbarous emperor fent a litter to fetch 
him. 
Thihin Banilhment was a favour from fo cruel a 

SuH'Sne. prince j nor would he always let thofe he had 
»!. " ' pafled that fentence on enjoy it. He thought 
it too great a happinefs for them to live in li- 
berty and plenty % criminals, according to him, 
not being entitled to fo mild a face. To that 
thought was added an odious fufpicion, fug- 
gcftcd to him by a man who had formerly been 
baniHied by Tiberius. Caius, having rec^led 
him, afked him what he did in his exile : 
** My lord, anfwered the courtier, I never 
^ ceafed offering up my prayers to the gods 
1! fo? 
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" for what I have fince feen happen, Tibe- A.R. 790, 
*' rius's death, and yoxir being emperor." ^- *-■ W- 
Caius judged from thence, and- not without 
reafoni.that thofe he had binifhed wided the 
fame to him* and fent orders to kill them all, 
at lealt thofe be hated and feared moft. 

Among fo many deaths, of which I have 
^ken in generali there muft certainly have 
been feveral remarkable for the behaviour of 
thofe who fuSered, and worthy to be recc»-ded 
jfi hiftory. But neglect or want of tafte in 
what authors we have remainii^, deprives us 
of many particularities without doubt curious 
and inftrufting. I ihall borrow from Seneca 
the account of a rare inftance of refolution in 
a man of diftinftion that Caius put to death. 

His name was Canus Julius : his mind had Htnicif 
been cultivated and improved by the ftudy of ^^.""j^ 
philofophy ; I mean of moral philofophy, the inu- 
only kind the Romans fet any value on. After j";,*^!*^ 
a long coDteilation with Caius, as he was go- 
ing away, " po not deceive yourfelf, faid that 
** Phalaris, for fo Seneca calls him, to him, 
•* 1 have ordered you to be put to death." 
** I thank you, muft gracious prince," an- 
fwered Canus cooly. By a decree of the fe- 
nate, of which 1 have fpoken in Tiberius*! 
jcign, ten days were to be allowed between 
)udgment proiMwnced imd execution. During 
that time Canus did not betray the leaft fymp- 
»m of fear or unesfinefs, though he well knew 
Caius's menaces in fuch cafes were infallible, 
and his doom irrevocable. When the Centu- 
rion came to lead him to death, he found him 
playing at dxaughts with a friend. Here Ca- 
nus's 
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A.R.790. nus's conftancy feems to favour of oftentation.' 
A. C. 39. He reckoned his own men, and thofc of his 
adverfary, .*' That he might not, faid he, brag 
** without rcafon of having beat him." Then 
turning to the centurioa, " I take you to wit- 
*' nefs, added he, that I hare the advantage 
'* of a man over him." Could- he really be 
taken up with- fo childilh a thought ac fuch a 
time ? what he faid to his friendswas more be- 
coming a great and noble foul. Seeing them 
afflidted and (hedding tears, he reproved them 
for it. " Why thefe lamentations ? why thefc 
** tears ? faid he : you are all uncafy to know 
** whether the foul be immortal : I ftiall know 
" it in a moment." The philofophcr under 
whom he ftudied went with him to the place 
of execution, and aHced him what he was then 
thinking of : *' I am thinking, anfwercd he, 
*' whether I fliall feel my foul go out of my 
" body." And promifed feveral of his friends 
to return and tell them, in cafe he fhould 
learn any thing concerning the (tare of fouls 
after death. That was a firmnels of mind ua-i 
doubtedly herojcal. 

I'he tranfadtioDS I have prefented my rea* 
ders with, do not all belong to the year of 
Caius's fecond Confullhip. The real time 
^ when fome of them happened is not certain : 
'and the methods Suetonius and Plutarch fol- 
lowed, in not adhering llriflly to the order of 
time, but coUeding together all events of the 
fame kind, and uniting them as it were in 
one point of view, afforded them great t^- 

rirtunities of painting much more ffrongly. 
(hail refunie my account of events, by fpcak-- 
ing 
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ing of the bridge that Caius built iiam Baii* to A £.790. 
Pouzzola. aiu^bu^iS 

He formed this project either out of down- , tridg."*- 
right madnefs, and an extravagant fondnefs of "" '^ <i^ 
whatever was uncommon, difficult and very 19. 
extraordinary, or out of a delire to imitate and ^"' 
furpafs Xerxes, who threw a bridge over the 
Streights, now called the Dardanels j or cifc 
to llrike the Germans with a terrible idea c^ 
his power by fo furprifing and ftupendous a 
work ; and likewife the inhabitants of Britain, 
againit whom he was then meditating the ri- 
diculous expedition, of which we ihall have 
occafion to fpeak prefently. Suetonius, who 
had it from his grandfather, who quoted peo- 
ple of Caius's court for his authorities, afcribes 
It to a motive ftill more fmgular. He fays, 
that at the time when Tiberius was confidering 
which of his two grandfons he fbould appoint 
to fucceed him, inclining rather in favour of 
him who was his grandfon by birth, Thrafyt- 
lus the aftrologer cold him, Caius would no 
more reign, than he would crofs the gulph of 
Bail on horfeback. It was therefore, according 
to this account, to verify the aftrologcr's pre- 
diction, that Caius undertook to build that 
bridge, which really was a moft furprifing 
thing, but of no ufe. 

The pafTage from Bail to Pouzzola is about 
a league and a quarter. A double row of large 
veflels, collected from all the ports of Italy, 
or built on purpofe as there were not enough 
ready, were fixed with anchors all the way 
from one fhore to the other. Upon thofc vef- 

* Dian Ca0a), /aji Bamli, a tnnlryjeat ntt far fr»m 
Sail M thfjaat (tefi. 

fels 
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A.R 790. &ls was formed a cau&way of earth and nia- 
A. C. 39. fonry, on the model of the Appian way, with 
parapets on each (ide, and public houfes or 
inns, from fpace to ipace, into which fountuns 
of frefh water were conveyed. 
Siui,Qd.i%. When alt was finilfacd, Caius, putting on 
Alexander's armour, which he had brought 
away from that conqueror's tomb, and over 
that a military garb ot filk enriched with gold, 
and quantities of precious ftonee, his fword 
by his iide, and buckler in hand, with a civic 
crown on his head, facriBced firft to Neptune^ 
then to fome other Deities, and in particular 
Co Envy, whole malignant influence he dread- 
ed, on account of the greatnefs of the explnc 
by which he was about to fignalize himfelf. 
He then rode on to the bridge, and followed 
by numerous troc^s of horfe and foot, armed 
as if for battle, rode as hard as his horfe could 
go from Bail to Pouzzola, in the attitude of a 
combatant. There he paffed the night, to 
repofe himfelf after his great fatigues : and 
the next day, in the hatnc a£ a triumphant 
general, aicended a carr drawn by horfes, fa- 
mous for the muiy races they had won in the 
Circus.. In that manner be returned over the 
bridge, his pretended fpoils being borne before 
him, and preceded by Darius, Ton of Artaba- 
nes king of Parthia, then a hoftagc to the 
Romans, the whole court magnificently dreff- 
ed, the ft^diers on foot, in a wwd, the whole 
pomp and ceremony of a triumph followed 
fais carr. In the middle of the bridge was built 
a kind of ftage, on which the triumpher mount- 
ed to harangue his troops, after an expedition 
the moil glorious that ever was. There he 
praifed 
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praired the fddiers> whom neither labour, A.R. 791). 
fatigue nor peril could overcome, and who *• *"' 39* 
had crofTed the fea dry-footed. So great ui 
atchievemenl well deferve'd to be rewarded, and 
accordingly he diftributed money among them. 

The whole ended with a general entertain- 
ment. Caius upon the bridge, the officers 
and foldiers in barks, fat down to table, and 
feafted the reft of the day, and all the night 
was as light as the fincft day : for not only the 
bridge, but all the coaft, which in that part 
forms a femi-circle, was fo illuminated, that 
the fun's abfence was not perceived ; Caius 
piquing himfelf on chan^ng night into day, 
as he had changed an arm of the &a into a 
road fie for foot palTengers; 

Towards the end of the feaft, Caius, who Snu. osg^ 
had taken care to drink very plentifully, thought |^^ 
of a diverfion worthy himtelf, throwing feve- 
ral of his courtiers over the bridge into the fea, 
finking feveral of the barks full of foldiers and 
other people, by running Aips armed with 
fpurs foul of them. Severai were drowned, 
and Come who laid hold of the boats, were 
beat back into die fea. Moft: of them however 
faved themfclves, the water being perfcftly 
calm : in which Caius again found fomething 
to Batter his pride, as if Neptune had not dared 
prefume to difturb his pleafures. 

The mad expences Caius run into for this d;*,' 
bridge, having quite exhaufted his finances, 
rapine and cruelty became again his refources. 
But neither Rome nor Italy, fo long oppreffed 
and harrafled by his avidity, could longer 
fuffice i he refolved therefore to go and 
plunder the Gaulsi under pretence of making 
war 
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A.R.790. waragainft the Germans. , That he only talfc- 
A, C, 39. ed of and pretended to make war, the reader 

will eafily judge ; and I Ihall give him fome 

little account of it. 



SECT. II. 

Ceius's ridiculous expedition againft Germany and 
Britain. Hts rapine and cruellies in Gaul. 
Con/piracy of Getulicus and Lepidus difcovered. 
3'hey are put to death. Caius's Jijiers fufpeSed 
of being concerned in the con/piracy., and pu~ 
nifl}ed. Caius fells his fifiers jewels and furni- 
ture^ and his own. His prodigalities. Gumes. 
Contention of eloquence at Lyons. Deputation 
from the fenate. Anger of Caius. Caius file 
Conful. No magijirate dares to convene the 
fenate. New years gifts. Honours done to 
the- memory of Tiberius. Preparations for 
Caius's triumph. His wrath and threats a- 
gainji the fenate. He renounces the triumph 
or defers it. His horrid defigns prevented by 
death. Dangers to which the Jews are ex~ 
pofed by refu/ing to grant divine honours to 
Caius. I. The violence and opprejfwn th^ 
fuffer in Alexandria. 2. The Jewijh Religion 
attacked in its very centre by Caius's orders to 
fet up his ftatue in the temple of Jerufalem 
Adventure of Androclus and his lion. Cherea 

■ forms a confpiracy againft Caius. Caius is 
killed the fourth day of the Palatine games. 
Particularities relating to his perfon, his tafie 
for arts, with other matters. Interregnum. 
Dreadful difturbances after Caius's death. Se- 
nators majfacred by the Germans of his gtard. 
t The 
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The fenate wants to rejiore the old form of 
■ ^^J-a*^)!^. Cberea caufes Caitis's wife ani ''" 

daughter to he kilkd. 'The foldiers will have 
. an evi$tror. They ratfe Claudius to the empire, 
ithefinateis forced to acknowledge him. Cbe- 
rea is put to death. Demonjirations of public 
hatred to Caius after his death, 

WHERE a war is to be undertaken A.R. 790. 
preparations are neoeffary. Caius made A. C. 39. 
none at ^11 for that he had projefted.. He was Sims'«-" 
in one of the fuburbs of Kome, taking the ptdiimnt- 
air, or according to Suetonius was gone with m,^*^^" 
a dcfign to vifi: the fource of the Clilutn- B""'"- , 
rus * in Umbria, when on afudden he fet out ^-^.'.^i.'^' 
for Gaulj taking with him a parcel of dancers, t>ia. 
gladiators, women, and race-horfesi without 
giving , any orders about raifing troops, oc 
providing ammunitions of any kind. All Italy 
and the provinces were quite in confufion by 
. th* precipitate march of legions, the levying 
of troops with the utmoft.difpaich and rigour, 
tb^ preparing and fending away carriages and 
provifions ofall forts; and that nothing might 
be wanting to render this expedition a com-!- 
pleatly mad one from the very beginning, 
Caius would fometimes march at fuch a rate, 
that his guards, to keep up with him, were . , 
obliged, tho* contrary to cuftom, to quit their 
ftandards, and have horfes purpofely to carry 
chem : and at other times would go fo (lowly 
and cffiminately, that he was carried in a litter 
on the Ihoulders of eight flaves, and ordered 

• Set in Pliny tbeyaanger, tobich Jlilt frefervtl Ut nOM4 ' 
t, VIII. Untr 8. « dtfirif' ClitniDitO. ■ '■' -"-•"' ' 

tim ^ thtit faarct And rivtry Jj :;;'.' 

Vot. JII, F ij^e.-.v^ 
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AR.790. the people of the towns near which he pafled 
A. C. 39- to keep the road fwept and watered againft hi* 
arrival. 

The reader may remember Aiiguftus Ifeft 
eight legions on the Rhine. The moment 
Caius put hiihfelf at the head of them, he af- 
fefted an exceffive ieverity of difcipline, the 
true motive of which was caprice, or fordid . 
intereft. He fcht back Vfritfi ignominy lieute- 
nant generals, for bringing up the troops un- 
der their command too late. Old captains 
wet-e broke, only to dfeprive them of the gra- 
tification they would have been entitled to by 
ferving their rithe mit ; atid the reward of ve- 
teran foldiers was reduced to fix thoufand 
fcfterces. 

Tho' the reader Will hardly c*bei3: to find 
C^Qs performing any great exploits ; yet I 
doubt, whether he will not bfc furpriied at the 
lowhefs and pitifulncis of what I have to re- 
late. The Germans did hot dream of war, 
nor did Caius defire it in carneft. He pro-' 
ceedcd however in afting his farce, ordering 
Tome Germans of his guard to crofs the Rhine* 
and conceal themfelves in a wood,' and then 
word to be brought him, as in a grtat hurry 
and apprehenfidn, that the enemy was ap-- 
■ broaching. . On that he immediately marched 
forth, attended by his courtiers, and fome of 
the PrEctorian cavalry, entered the wood, and 
made prifoners the very men he had ordered 
to hide themfelves there. Proud of this great 
iuccefs, he credcd trophies on the fpot, and 
returned lighted by torches, blaming the cow- 
ardice of thdfe that had not followed him. 
■ The companions of his yiftory were rewarded 
'>.''■ with 
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with crowns of a new invention, reprefentJng A.R.790. 
the fun, moon and ftars. ' A- C. 39. 

He afted the fame kind of farce over ag^n 
£aon after. He caufed young lads to be taken 
from fchool as iioftages, and letting them go 
again, as foon as he was totd they had got a 
iittie way, up he ftarted from table to run after 
■ ichem ; they were eafily overtaken, and brought ■ 
back in chains : then fitting down to table 
again, he commended and encouraged thofe 
who had been partakers with him in thefe la- 
borious and fatiguing expeditions. " Perfe- 
" vere • with conftancy, faid he to them, re- 
^ peating the words Virgil puts into Encas's 
f* nwuch, and referve yourlelvcs for happier 
** tiokes." He was mad enough too to fend 
thundering letters to Rome agamft the fenate 
And people, who, faid he, were diverting ihem- 
fetves, and enjoying all the pleafures of table, 
4iie Circus and theatres, whilft the emperor 
was £ghting their battles, and expofingntm- 
Jelf to the greateft dangers. 

Such rhodomontades well became a coward 
tike Caius : for no-body could dread more 
than him even the fhadow of danger. Whilft ^"'*- ^'t 
(m the other fide the Rhine, as he was driving 
in his coach through a narrow way, where the 
troops .chat were with him were forced to clofe 
theii: ranks, fomebody happened to fay what 
difordo* they -ftioutd be in if the enemy was 
to attack them fuddenly there. Caius, terri- 
£ed at the thought, immediately got on horfe- 
back, and rodeback to the bridges. Finding 
them impallable, on account of the baggage 

• Porate, etvo&QetrBlHu ferrate, fecondii. 

F 2 and 
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A.R. 790. and followers of the army they were crouded 

A. R. 39. with, he made the men hand him from one 

' to t'other over their heads, and could not 

think himfelf fafc till landed on the Roman 

territories. 

Another time, either whilft he was near the 
Rhine, or after his return to Rome, a report 
being fpread, that the Germans were arming 
and preparing to enter the Roman dominioos» 
flight was Caius's only refource. He was pre- 
paring all things for it, thought of fitting out 
a fleet to tranfport. him into the Eafl', and com- 
forted himfelf with hopes of preferving at leaft 
the provinces beyond lea, in cafe the Germans 
fhould crofs the A^>s, as the Cimbrians had 
done before, or even, like the' Senonefe 
Gauls, fack the city. Such was Caius's cou- 
rage and bravery ; fuch his expedition agwift 
the Germans. 
Si»i. Caiig. The next year he caft his eye on Britain, 
^i.* * from whence a prince, called Adminius, had 
fled to him for Inelter, to avoid the anger of 
his father Cinobeltinus, king of one of the di- 
llrifts of that country. Caius looked on this 
as a conquefl;, and accordingly wrote to Rome 
in as pompous a fliile, as it the whole ifiand 
had fubmitted to his. laws. The courier that 
carried the letter was ordered to arrive in the 
Forum in a chaife, with great noife, and not 
to dehver his letter but to the Confuls, in full 
fenatc aflembled in the Temple of Mars, 
where, by Auguftus's inftitution, all aflfairs 
relating to war were to be tranfafted. 

To put the finifliing flrokc to an enterprizc 

fo happily began, >colleifling all his forces to 

the number of two hundred, or« according to 

fome. 
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■ ft>me, two hundred and fifty thoufand fighring A.R. 790, 
men, he marched them to the fea fide, drew *■ ^' 39' 
his whole army up in battle array on the fhore, 
and going himfelf on board a galley with three 
rows of oars, he failed a little way out to fea, 
and returned. The trumpets then began to 
Ibund, the fignal was given for battle, and 

this vaft army was ordered to pick up the 

Shells that lay on the niore, the fpoils of the 
ocean, as Caius called them -, fpoils worthy 
to be depofited in the Capitol, and palace of 
the emperors. As a monument of his viftory 
he ordered a tower tg be built, for a land-mark 
for Ihips to iteer their courfe by ; and think- 
ing himfelf obliged to reward the foldiers too, 
he gave each of them a hundred denarii * : *ja>a3i. 
9 liberality ' that would now be thought great, 
but was then efteemed fuch a trifle (fo great 
was the profufion of the Roman emperors to- 
wards their foldiers) that Suetonius laughs at 
Caius's faying to his army when he difaiifled 
them, . " They might go and enjoy thcmfclves, 
*': fior now they were rich." 
- ,In the courfe of tMe two expeditions he 
piade them proclaim him feven times Impera- 
ter : nothing was wanting but. a triumph to - 
pomplpat his military' glory. Juft aa he was 
ready to go to Rome. to celebrate it, he form- 
ula pfojc<S, as void of fenfe as he was of hu- ' ^ 
manity; tp maflacre all the German lemons, be- ■ 
caufe ive and twenty years before that they had 
revolted when they heard of Auguftus's death, 
and had befieged his father Germanicus, and 

\ > Pranutuiado militi do- tamUb^ralititijrupergTenb), 
iiativo, centenia viritim de- Abite, inquic, iaii, ahile h- 
lisiiu, quafi emne «xfjnp- (ufUtth 5uet> Cal- 4^> 

. . F 3 himfclfj 
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A.R. 790. himfelf, then a child. It was not withouf 
A. C. 39. gj.jj( difficulty he was perfuadcd to defift from 
that horrid defign : but obftinately pcrfifted 
in decimating them. To that end he ordered 
them to be drawn up unarmed, and made the 
horfe furl-QUnd them. But the Ibldiers fufpeft- 
ing his defign, filed off by degrees, to fetch 
their airms and put themfeives in a poftufe of 
defence. Caius was afraid, and ran away as 
hard as he coald to Rome, to reck his anger 
and cruelty on the fenate, deftitute of arms t6 
oppofe him. But befofc we follow him there* 
h may be pfoper to mention what Dion Caf- 
fnis fays of his vexations and croehits during 
his ftay in Gaul, by which he made himfelf aia 
. . formidable and dreadful to the citizens and fub- 
je^ of the empit'C, as he was contemptible to 
ftnuigers and enemies. 
Sr^d- '^^ GauU 'were rich, and Caius had ms 
on iT Mha: defign in going there but to plundei' 
^"'- them. Takes Were laid on ^irovinces and pri* 
vare perfons .under the fpficious name 6f free- 
gifts. The flighteft pretence fufficed him tr6 
cdndcmn to death whoever was accuffid betbrc 
him, imd feizing on their eftates and effefls^ 
as forfeited^ he fold them by auiSion hinrfetf, 
hi the lame Aianner he had done at Rome, 
holding them up at exorbitant prices. 
Confpirwy A ■coftfdii'acv tbitwas carrying on « this 
cu! and L«- tlffle, that i"s TO lay, m the mtetval between 
J«^ ^^"'' '''s two 'expeditions, on the Rhine and to the 
Tht/«e fc^, gave htm an opportunity to ftied feme of 
^sm.^u". themoft illuftrious blood in Rome, and to en- 
H^' ' richhimfelfbynewplunder. Weknowbutlittle 
^«. Oad of this confpiracy : but tho'Dion Caffins feems 
9- ' to think it purely im^oary, it appears from 

fome 
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&0W exprefljons of Suftpijius and Tacitus, to A.R.790. 
haye been real, ajid condufled by jL^qtulus ^^^.^.v ^' 
GetuHcus, who for res years paft had had the «. 1. 
caratnaod of tiie L#gipns in upper Germany, ^'* 
and M. Leptdus, Caiqs*s companion* as we 
have before- ftid, in his i^orft of debauches, 
bMt not the lefs ambitious of afpiring at the 
empire. 

Lepidus is, with Camp probability, con- 
jedurod toiiaveteai foo to Julia, graodydaygh- 
ter to AuguAus, and confequently Gou0n-gsr- 
maa to Catus, tr.oqn whom he had received 
fucb favours as fEiight mfiks him a^bitioas. 
Caius had permitted hijp to folidt pofts afld^ 
em^ymcots five yejirs taefore he had attained 
the pri^jer age ftrefcrabed by law ; aqd had 
even given turn roam co hope he wo,uld declare 
him his fucceJTor is the empire. But iLepidus 
undoubtedly depended iliEtle.on the fU»mtfes c£ 
9. priDCe £0 exceCiyely capricious, and .apt in 
a momeDt to By from .one eureaoi to another. 
As to Getulkus we can fufpe£t ium .<^ no 
pther motive -for entering indiQ the CotaTpLr^y, 
but fear of falltog a yjiftim toCaMis's doubita 
and fufplcions, after haying wiih dtfiicalty 
efcapedithofe yf Ti})eriu5.T-iBe that aft ft may* 
the plot jfTM difcovQced, ^and coft the authors 
of it. their. )ives. iCatUB fsDC three jdaggars to 
Kome^ and hung dieioiup in the teai|^ Of Mars 
the Avei^er, with aa ioicription, purporting 
they had jbeon ddtiisd to aflaJUnateJiim. 

Xo diis circumfiaace ,may be .imputed the 
«)cecu£)ons and madlacrefiihy which EboniC^us 
accufe&.Caius of,havingCDpf)derably.Ieflr<^ed the 
number of hisfoldiecB. .Getuiicus.uas^eacly 
beioved by the troops, whom he commanded 
f 4 with 
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A.R.790. with extraordinary lenity, thinking he could 
A. e. 39, j^Qt: be fafe but in their affeftion. Many offi- 
cers and loldiers may be reafonably fuppofcd 
to have entered into their general's plot, and to 
have perifhed with htm. 
Cims'i Agrippina and Julia, Caius's iifters, were 

LaLli likewife lulpefted ot- having fome knowledge 
btwd"in °^ ^^^ confpiracy ; and it feems very probable, 
tbeconrpi- efpcctally Agrippina, whofe lewd connexions 
'uTi'fl^'^ with Lepldus were, according to Tacitus, 
7«. iiv. founded on ambition. What is certain is, 
'^'■^ that Caius thought them guilty, and treated 
Sua.Caiig. them accordingly. He wxote to the fenate in 
^ the moft outrageous terms, publilhed all the 

vilenefs' of their conduct, and banifhed them 
to the ifle of Pontus : he even threatened them 
with death, faying he had not only iflands, but 
fwords too in his power : but molt incenfed 
againft Agrippina, he obliged her to carry in 
her arms the urn that held Lepidus's aihes> 
all the way from Gaul to Rome. He aboliflied 
all the honours that had been decreed his 
filters, and forbid any new ones ever being , 
granted to any of his relations. 

Several perfon's of diftindtion in Rome were 
accufed and condemned as guilty of being con- 
cerned either in the princefles intrigues, ox 
thofc of the heads of the confpiracy. Prsetora 
and Ediles were forced to refign their offices, 
that they might afterwards be proceeded a^inft 
by law. Of thofe who were concerncdun this 
affair Dion Caflius names onlySofonius Tigel- 
linus, then under fentcnce of baniihment for 
adultery with Agrippina, and afterwards Pne- 
tprian Pnefed under Nero, 

. ASf'P'. 
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Agrippina and Julia's pofleflions becoming A.R.790. 
forfeits, Caius. fent thdr furniture, jewels, ^■. ^- ?9- 
flaves, and all that belonged to them intohbfiften 
Gaul, there to be fold by auiUon, himfelf J/™.''"'* 
preuding in perlon. >nd hUown. 

The profits he made by it were fuch as ^'f- '^^i' 
templed him to fell in the fame manner what we iRtf.&Dit. 
{hould call the crown-jewels and furniture. 
He had them brought to him in Gaul in fuch 
a hurry, that even the public carriages, millers 
horfes, and all that were met in the road, were 
taken up by his order ; by which means there 
was a fcarcity of bread in Rome, and feveral 
who had fuits depending there loft them for 
want of conveniences to convey them to ap- . 
pear on the day appointed. No fraud or trick 
of the loweft kind could be thought <^ that 
was not made ufe of by him at thofc lales, to 
enhance the price of what was put up. Thofe 
who did not chufe to give too much money, 
he called covetous, and feetned not to pare 
with precious things, of which he was very 
fond, without great relut^tance. The value 
of each article was enhanced by a rei:ital of 
the illuftrious names of thofe to whom it had 
belonged. *' This, faid he, was my father's; 
*' and this comea from tpy gran<Uather. Thit 
" vafe is true Egyptian; it was Antony's, an4 
*• is a monument of Auguftus's viflory." .By 
fuch low arts, backed with the terror of So- 
vereign power, he drew prodigious fums of 
money from the Gauls. 

But he was not a bit the richer for it : what Hiiprodisa. 
he amaOcd by tyranny he diflipated with pro- c^^. 
fufion. His army coft him an i^inienfe fum j ^21^"'"^ 
fjcfides ffhich all his other prodigalities went m^m!^ 
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A.R. 7QO- on 3ts ufual, nothing could check thetn j and 
A. C. 39. at Lyons he exhibited games the expence of 

which was enormous. 

s«i. CtUg. It was it che time of thole games that he 

"^ inltituced that celebrated contention of greek 

and latin eloquence, the laws of which were 

lb rigid. By them the conquered wasoUiged 

to pay the Turn that was to be the conquerOT's 

reward, and likewife to compole a poem or 

dilcmirie in his praife. And thofe whpfe pro- 

dufUons werequite difapproved, were forced to 

tSofx chem with a fponge or their tongues, 

unlefs they clu^ to undei^ tbe ferula, or be 

thrown into the Rhone. 

DepntitioQ Caius's pretended eirploits agatnft the Ger- 

ft^'.'An- «ians, and the conrpiracy difcovcrod, were 

(nofCuui. erents in which the fenate would not avoid 

*'** leeming lo incereft itfelf ftrongly. A decree 

die moft flattering that coirid be t^ug^ of, 

. / was drawn up, granting Caius, among other 

honours, chat of the iel^r triumph. A depu^ 

l^on con^fed of fenators chofen according 

fio ouftom by baloc, with this difference only, 

that it was judged proper' to aame Claudius in 

paiticukr, ds the prince's uncle Wr their head, 

was appointed to carry him the decree. 

Never were deputes fo tU eeceived, Caius's 
caprices rendered him intna^abte ; Jthere waS 
no knowing how to do to pleafc him. If the 
honours decreed him did ■ not amount to the 
idea he hadof hU own nf>eritt he thought him- 
felf defpifed and ill ufed. If they were too 
great, he was again offended ^ac that, as at an 
ad «f fup«Tority in the fewate oyer him. ;He 
t^Mughc it wrong for the fefiMe to imagine it 
In (heir power to add tothe-glory and dignity 
of 
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df their emperor : that was according to him» A.R. 790. 
leflening his power without encrcafing his ho- ^' ^- 39- 
nours. On the occafion I am fpeaking of, he Sur. Oat, 
was ofiended in particular at his uncle's being ^' 
fbnt, as if they hml taken him for a child thac 
wanted a tutor. He therefore ordered' fcTCral 
(^the deputies inftantly back, even before chey 
had let foot in Gaul, calling them I'pies. ThoTe 
who were perMicied to approach him, tneC 
nought but infults and affronts. He would 
ccnaifily have killed Claudius, had he not held 
that weak uncle of his in lb mnch contempt as 
he did : feme fay he aftuilly throwed him into 
the river with his cloat^ xm. 

It Was * without doiAt in that angry fit ^jj"- f^u 
thu hie fortrid the fenators, on pain of death, 
to deliberate or determine in any fhape, wh« 
konouTs were due co him. The real motive 
of his diipleafure feems to have been thdr 
decreeing him only the teller triumph, when 
even the greateft fell, in his opinkin, far fliort 
of his deferts. 

The year expired, and Caius performed at t^™' ^'^ 
Lyons the ceremony -of entring on his third Sutt^caiiw, 
Gonfulfhip, in which he had no oollegac j }7; 
he that was defignod to be Confiil wich him "* 
dyir^ tovpards the end of December,' ifo cbae 
he could not be ii^Jormed of it'in time to name 
another. 

mate, fent Caiui afecimdde- it, becau/e I da not /ei b»v> it 
futatiali, 'more xuniiriui, and can agi-it 'iUith Suifenitu, bM", 
0ml it Ml •uiinb -<■ •ietlrr re- •milb viitt fi^ed. 
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A R -oT. Caius Augustus. III. 

Nomigif- JTiVERY- Roman of diftinaion was fo 
c^'mnv^ ' ' alarmed and terrified, that nobody dared 
tht fenate. to convcnc the fenate for the firft of January. 
n™ yran Q^^^j bcIng folc Conful and abfent, the PrMors 
Oi'. were, ftridtly fpeaking, to aft as Confuls. 

The tribunes of the people were to convene 
rfje fenate in right of their office j but neither 
Fnetor nor tribune would ^ fecm to perfonaie 
the emperor : wherefore the fenators, withouc 
beii^ convened, repaired to the Capitol, and 
after the ufual facrifices, paid homage to Cuus's 
i ~: throne which was in the temple, and prefented 

their new years gifts^ as if the prince had been 
there in pedbn. . 
.¥>«. 77j. The cuftom of new years gifts was kept up 
Vutt Caii '^y Augirihis out of goodnefs and. familiarity : 
4^. ' ''' Tiberigs's pride made him difufe it, and Caius 
revived it put of intereft. He required large 
prefents, and efpecially from the time he de- 
clared hiitifeif , father to Caefonia's child. He 
therl plainly^old them he was poor % complain- 
ing of the heavy charges he had to fuftain,- 
both as. en^ror and father of a family : and 
under that pretence exaded immenfe fums by 
way .of. tAxes,. contributions and new years 
gifts. ... 

pit^ The fenators having performed their cere- 

monies in the Capitol, adjourned to their ufual 
place of meeting, and there fpent the whole 
day' in t^ean.^ccUniacions of Battery towards 
Caius. 

The third of January was the day, on which 

tows were offered up for the emperor's profpc- 

rity. 
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Tity. That was a duty on no account to be A.R.jgr, 
omited : for which reafon all the Praetors in a ■'^ *-■ 4o- 
body iOlied out a writ of convocation. The 
fenate met, and renewed their vows according 
to cuftom. But they neither deliberated, nor 
made any decree concerning any thing :■ all af- 
fairs were fufpended, till it was 'known that 
Caius had abdicated the Coi^fulfliip on the 
twelfth day of the month. The Confuls who 
were to fucceed hitn, then entered on their 
ft^D^tions, and things were once more brought 
into order. 

But even then the fenates decrees were only 
about trifles* and dit^ated by Caius, who flg- 
nified his pleafure by letter to the Confuls. 
' I find nothing more worthy obfervation in what Honoun 
Dion Caffius fays of thofe decrees, than the ^^^ ^ 
honours done the memory of Tiberius, whofe Tibctiu% 
birth-day was ordered to be celebrated in the 
iame manner as Auguftus's. Caius knew he 
could not mortify the fenace to a greater de- 
gree, than by forcing them to commemorate 
the name of a prince they had fo much reafon 
to hatt. 

It was in this year that Caius made his ex- 
pedition agunft Britun, in the manner I have 
already faS. He then thought he had attain- 
ed the very pinnacle of glory, and was en- 
tirely taken' up in preparing tor his triumph. 
He wrote to his intendants, ordering them to P«p»r«i' 
- get all things ready to make it the molt mag- cTim-^tri- 
nificent that ever had been feen ; but without f"^*"^,; 
fpending much of his money : that they might 47. ' ''" 
eafily do, as they had ao abfolute power over 
every man's eftate. Himfelf undertook to 
collect the captives that were to adorn the 
ceremony. 



:!,q,i,i=db;GoOgIc 



■yg HISTORY OF THE EMPERDEfi. 

A.R.79I- drxmony. All he had io his power was afenr 

A. C. 40. dcfcrters, and 3 very fnuil numbec of prilbn- 

ers, probably fcnt him by Galha, who, fuc- 

cceding Cetulkus, had checked fo^ne iocur^ 

fions of tbe Germans on the Roman fide the 

5«t. C-&,. Riiine. To increafe the train. CaUis added 

Gauls, chufiag the Bae& and tallefi men, noc 

fparing even the &t& nobility if they fuited 

his turn : be obliged them to dye their hair 

of a light cobur, to let it grov Jong, to learn 

a few German words, and give themfdves 

hard crabbed names, that they miglu pafs £:kr 

Germans. He Ukcwife conveyed 10 Rome, a 

great part of the way by laod carriage, the 

^Uey^, with three rows of oars, with which 

he ^ad entered the ocean, nor did he ibrgac 

^"* the fOieUs picked i^ on die fea Ihore. 

^ h^*" ^^'^ triamph with which Caius delighted 

^inft ibe' him&lf ib highly, had not been decreed by cbe 

sZ"c>ii ^"*'^» ""^ "'o'^ pardcular care oot to *a 

4!, 49. '^' contrary to the laft orders they had reoeived- 

Ctuus did not ^efire fo pun&ual an -obedience 

in that point. Ever inconiiftqnc with Itintlelf, 

after having forbid the fenate's decreeii^ him 

-any honours, he now compiatned .of their in- 

joAice in refufing him a triunph he had Ip 

well deferved : and left fiome, vowing to be 

Tcvenged. 

The moment it was known he had thoughts 
<of retutning, the fenatc, greatly alarmed, tried 
■to divert the impending ftorm by lending de- 
puties to afTure him with what impatience his 
xetum was .wilhed, and -beg^ng ic might be 
Ji»eedy. ** I will come, anfwered be, laying 
** his band. on his fword, -yes, I will come, and 
'* this witb me." The declaration ient to 
Rome 
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Rome by his order to inform them he was re- A.R. 791. 
turning, waa in the fame ftile. He told them, ^' *"' 4°* 
•' That he Was returning to thofe who wifhed 
*' to fee him, the order of knights and the 
'* people. Sue that as to the fenate, he Ihould 
** think himfelf neither citizen nor prince with 
** regard to them." What waa he then ? an 
enemy and a tyrant. 

After making fuch a rout about this triumph,- He re- 
after all the preparations and expences to ren- ^^^.'m 
der it magnincent, after being 1 o outrageouny ithn u. 
angry with thofe chat had not feemed ^vard 
enough to offer it him, he at once renounced, 
or at leaft deferred it; and made his entry into 
Rome the thirty-firft of Auguft, his birth day, 
with only the modeft pomp of ovation. But 
«hat proves he had not laid afide his bloody 
defigns is, that he forbid any fenator coming 
but to meet him. 

We do not find however that he put theHishotrW 
threats I have been fpeaking of in execution. ^n^7^" 
Probably he was contriving fome horrid fchcme de»di. 
that required time and meafiires to be takcnj 
but Was prevented by his fpeedy death ; for he 
did not live quite five months after his return 
to Rome. Suetonius affirms his defign to have 
been to abandon the city entirely after maffa^ 
crering the chief fenators and knights j and to &*. cwi i; 
remove, firft to Antium, a place he was very 
fond of, and then to Alexandria, the inhabi- £f'^-^' 
tarns -of which were entitled to his favour, for Suei.caii^. 
their readincfs 10 beftow divioe honours upon 4>-^'''"* 
him. Two writings were found after his death, 
bne entitled t&e Dagger, the other the Sword, 
Vrith notes fpecifying thofe he intended to put 
to -death. A great cheft' was found too, ftiH 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIc 



to HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.79i> of different forts of poifon. Claudius, who 
A. C.40. fucceeded him, had it thrown into the fea. It 
is faid quantities of fifli were caft on the Hiore, 
poifoned by it. 

It was Ukewife towards the end of his life 
that Caius's madnefs ran higheft with regard 
Djogrr. ta to his godfliip. The pagans, to whom every 
(^""J^ thing, but God, was a god, gave way pretty, 
cxpofcd bf eafily to the impious caprices of their prince. 
™t'^v?ne '^°^ ^° '^^ Jews, who by oppofing thofe facri- 
£apoi»<ta legious honours ran the greateft hazard, in 
*^"'" which ihey might have pcrifhed, had not the 
murderers of the Son of God been unworthy 
to die in fo fair a caufe. 
it^tai'' '^^^ fi*"^ attack made upon them was in 
opprtffioo Alexandria, where they were the conftant ob- 
iS Ai^" jcd of the other inhabitants deceftation. The 
4ri>. caufe of that hatred could proceed only from 
r^'c'.'& ^^^ fingularity of their rights and religious 
L^. ad worfliip, which cut them off from other people 
ytfifb. M- in the midft of whom they lived. In Alexan- 
«>. lYiji. dria they had a chief or head of their own, 
'°' named Alabarcus, and a public council to go- 

rern their nation -, and tho' by that meaas they 
formed a diftind and feparate body, yet they 
neverthelefs enjoyed all the privileges of citi- 
zens, which bad been granted them by Alex- 
^/'^^fii. ^^^^^ *^^ founder of the city, and in which 
ai. ' they had been- continued by the Ptolohiys, 
kings of Egypt. Such prerogatives foon drew 
the envy ot othdrs upon them, nor was it lef- 
fened by their being fo numerous a body. Of 
rkh, »u the five diftrifts or quarters into which Alex- 
■''''"■ andrja was divided, they occupied almoli en- 
tirely two, befides their habitations in the three 
others : and Phllo aiTures us^ there was no^ 
lefs 
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Icfs than a million of Jews in Egypt. ForA.R.79ii 
tbefc reafons the Alexandrians, an inconftant, *■ ''■ 4°» 
uneafy, troublcfomc and feditious people, were 
always ready to fall upon that hated nation. 
All they wanted was a pretence, and liberty to 
do it. 

Caius's madnefs in wanting to make him- 
felf a god, gave them a moft favourable op- 
portunity. They, of all the people in the 
world, Greeks or Barbarians, had ihcwn the 
greatefl: forwardnefs to lavifh on him all ho- 
nours and titles appertaining to the Divinity : 
in which, as Philo judicioufly obferves, thejr 
did nothing very extraordinary. Accuftomcd 
to burn incenfe before Ibis's, crocodiles and 
cats. How could they have refufed to worlhip 
their emperor ? Caius however was highly 
pteafed with them for it. Pride eafily com- 
pounds with its flatterers, and is not apt to 
find fault with any thing that feeds and pu&« 
it up. 

The Alexandrians a£ted in this not lefs from 
malignity to the Jews, than flattery to Caius. 
They well knew, the Jews, who had been 
taught at another fchool, would never be in- 
duced to allow a mortal the honours referved 
to God, the creator of all things ; and con- 
cluded they Oiould of courfe make them pafs ' 
for enemies to the emperor, and confequcntly 
have them in their power. 

The governor's authority was the only thing 
that could keep them within bounds. Unfor- 
tunately for the Jews they lofl: that fafcguard, 
C. AviUus Flaccus, a man of fcnfe and fupc- 
rior parts, and who had difcharged all the du- 
tics of his poft perfeftly well whilft Tiberius 

Vol. hi. G lived, 
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, A.R.79r. lived, had then been feveral years Prarfeil <^ 
A. C. 40. Egypt : but attaching himft- If to Tiberius Ge- 
mellus, he began to tear and be unealy when 
he fdw Caius promoted to the empire. His 
alarms increaied when he learnt 1 iberiui's 
bloody death : and the cataftrophc of Macro, 
to whom h6 had always paid his court, quite 
dirconcerted him. Deflitute of fupport, he 
lent an ear to the Jews enemies, who inOnuated, 
that he had oo better refource left, than to 
ftrive to gain the love and affcftion of the 
Alexandrians, whofe recommendations would 
be of great fervice to him with the emperor ; 
and that the way to fecure that was to give 
them up the Jews, to whom their hatred was 
irreconcileable. 

The firft ftep he took was to do them a very 
ill oflice, by fupprefling an a£t or decree tutl 
of exprelTions of the greateft refpe^ for Calus, 
and in whirh they had collected every honour 
that could be beftowed on man, without vio- 
lating the laws of God. Their defign was to 
fend this decree to Rome by deputies, who 
were to prefcnt it to the emperor in their 
name. Flaccus forbid their doing it : for 
which reafon they delivered him the decree. 
He read it, feemed latisfied, and promiffd to 
fend it, but did not : by that mens giving 
Caius room to think the Jews alone, of all the 
people in the empire, guilty of want of duty 
and refpcA towards him. 

Flaccus expreffed his ill wiHf towards them 
in many other fliapes, becoming difficult (ti 
accefs to them, rcfufing to do them juftice on 
all occafions ; and when any thing, whatever 
it might be, was brought againlt them before 
his 
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his tribunal, never failing to favour their ad-A-R-79'* 
verfaries. The Alexandrians underftood that ■ ^" '♦*' 
language extremely well, and foon conceived 
they might ufe the Jews as they pleafcd. 

They kept within no bounds after Agrippa'i 
arrival in their city. He was beloved by Caius, 
as we have faid, and having received many 
favours at his hands, was going to make his , 
new fubjefts acknowledge him their king, and 
Cook Alexandria in his way. The moment he 
appeared, the fplendor of his fortune excited 
the envy, not only of the inhabitants, but of 
Fiaccus too. His guards, whofe armour was 
covered with gold and lilvcr, his fine equipages* 
and all his train, fcemed to-eclipfe the Prxfeift 
.liimfelf, who, to be revenged, ftirred up the 
people under-hand againft him. On a ludden 
Agrtppa was afiailcd with hiOing, fcolEngs and 
dll pofllble marks of fpight and contempt. 

There was a fellow in the city, called Carar 
E>as, an idiot, that ufed to run about the ftreeth 
The infolent mob took it into their heads to 
make a king of the Jew s of hi m. They took 
him, and carrying him to the Gymnafium, a 
place where their affemblies were held, featcd 
him in full view. A paper diadem was put 
upon his head, a mat over his Ihoulders, by 
,way of royal mantle, and in his hand a reed 
they had picked up in the ftreet. Young fel- 
lows with clubs on their Ihouklers were> placed 
jnund him, as his guards. Some came to pay 
xheir refpeds to turn, others prefentcd petittonsk 
The rcfemblance between this adventure and 
ihe infuhs the Jews thcmfelvea had offered but 
a few years before to Jcfus Chrift, is very 
flriking. V&xti and M. dcTiUemont h&vc 
G 2 both 
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A.R.791. both taken notice of it. Agrippa was then lb* 
A. C. ^ffl. darling of the Jews -, and they had the vex- 
ation to fee him flighted and infulted in the 
very fame manner they had flighted and in- 
fUlted their true King and Saviour. 

That was but the beginning of the ills th?y 
were to fufFer. The Alexandrians, encouraged 
by Flaccus's filence and tranquillity, which 
they very juftly interpreted into an approba- 
tion of what they were doing, did not flop 
there, but cried out they would have Cefar's 
ftacues fet up in the Jewifli oratories. There 
were feveral of thofe * oratories at that time 
in the city, fet apart for religious purpofes, 
prayer, and reading of holy books. What 
the Alexandrians defired was done j or rather 
they did it ihemfelves. They dcmoliftied or 
burnt feveral oratorips, and profaned others, 
by letting up Caius's ftatucs in. them. That 
is all Philo fays of it. But the Jews, who 
pever were noted for too great patience and 
mildnefs, can hardly be fuppofcd to have borne 
attempts fo contrary to their laws, without re- 
fifting. Even Philo plainly fuppofes they put 
tlieml'elves in a pofture of defence, when he 
fays, the oratories that cfcaped the fury of the 
Alexandrians, were thofe that were furrounded 
•and covered by the Jews houfes. Philo's wri- 
tings on this occafion have greatly the air ttf 
declamation, or rather of an apology, in which 
the caufe of his countrymen is fet in its faireft 
light, and particular care is taken to relate all 

' M. di Tilltmiint ii 0/ thefi trattriel. Riuoe ixx 
'tpinion, the fynagsgiut "Wirt Juif). art. 1 3. 
wif tbt fivejt and largtfi 'f 

that 
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that could make for chem, and fupprefs what- A.R.791: 
ever might be to their difadvantagc. ^- ^- +°- 

It is therefore probable the Jews refifted, 
that feditions and frays arofe, from which 
Flaccus unjuftly and impartially took occaQon . 
to condemn thofe who had been guilty of no 
.other crime than felf-defence againft their ene- 
mies. He .publilhed a decree, by which, with- 
out hearing the Jews, he declared them {gran- 
gers in Alexandria. The city, .as I have faid, 
was divided into five quarters, two of which 
"were not fufficient for the number of Jews, but 
they were obliged to fpread in the others. 
Flaccus confined them all to a fniall part of 
one of thofe quarters, forbidding them 10 have 
any other place of abode. The confequences 
of (b tyrannical an order may ealily be ima- 
gined. The houfes chey were forced to leave 
were plundered : the people driven out of them, 
being too numerous to fubfift in the narrow 
fpace that was allotted them, were moft of 
taem compelled to wander about the fields and 
fea Ihore, expofed to the colds of the nighty 
and heats of the day -, deprived of their houfes, 
riches, and all methods of providing for the 
neceflary calls of nature. 

Still they would have been happy, .had this 
been all they were to fuffer. But perfonal ill 
ufage, torments, and a cruel death, were the 
alTuroi lot of whoever fell into their enemies 
hands. Philo gives a lamentable defcription 
of the cruelties of all kinds that were practifed 
on them. Some were beat to death with fticks -, 
fire, fword and the crofs were employed againfk 
others : the Alexandrian^ took an inhuman 
fleafur^ in prolonging the lives, that they 
C 3 might 
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A-R. 791, might prolong the miferies of ihefe unhappy 
A.C. ^a. wrcrches: the ftreets, market-places, and the- 
atres fwam in blood :■ no diftinition was made 
of age or fex i none were fpared. This 9c- 
. count may poflibly be exaggerated. Fhilo af- 
figns no other caufe for thefe barbarities, but 
the rage and fury of the Alexandrians, with- 
out taxing the Jews with any fault. In that 
he certainly cannot be credited. The reflec- 
tion we before made acquires here a new de- 
gree of evidence.. The Jews can never be 
fuppofed tamely to have fuffered themfelves 
to be driven from their homes, beaten and 
killed, like a parcel of fearful lambs. With- 
out doubt they oppofcd force to force, but be- 
ing overpowered, felt all the rage and fury of 
an infolent victorious mob. Flaccus himfelf 
ordered eight and thirty Jew fenators to be 
whipped unmercifully, for not having, faid 
he, kept: the people under them within due 
bounds. 

He foon after received the reward of hia 
iniquities. Fhilo does not tell us by what 
means he incurred Caius's difpleafurc. His 
ftrong attachment, firft to Tiberius, next to 
that emperor's grandfon, and lattly to Macro* 
■were perhaps his crimes. However that may 
have been, Caius had him arretted in Alexan- 
dria itfelf, and from thence brought prifoner 
to Rome. His accufcrs were the very people 
who had advifed him to perfccute the Jews. 
He was condemned and banithed to the ifle of 
Andros, where Caius foon after had him killed^ 
' when be ordered the general malTacre of al* 
nxA all exiles, of which we have fpoken. . 

The 
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The Jews of Alexandria began to breathe A. R. 791/ 
-again from the moment Flaccus was recalled ^*^* ■***• 
and arrefted. Agrippa their kitig had already 
done them the fervice to fend to Rome their 
decree that Flaccus had fupprefled, telling 
what had caufed the delay, which did not 
proceed from any negleft of theirs, but from 
the PrEcfeft's malice. After that they obtained 
Iqiavc to fend deputies to the emperor, to plead 
belore him their right of burgefly, and defire 
to have their oratories reftored, Fhilo was a: 
the head of this deputation. The Alexan- 
drians on their fide Tent another, at the head of 
which was Apto the grammarian, known by 
Jofephus's writings againlt him. But during 
the courfe of this affair, a new one happened 
that made the Jews caufe infinitely worfe, and 
attacked their religion in its very centre : en- 
dangcfing not only the Jews of Alexandria, 
but their whole nation whercfoeverdifperfed. 

The emperor's intendant in Judea at that »■ ■">*}?*- 
time was Capito, a greedy covetous man, who ',tt,ck',i"ill 
from pour that he was when he entered on that '""■y""- 
cmployment, foon made himfelf rich by his S^'us-jor- 
extorttons. Fearing to be acculed by the *'''"' ''" 
people he had plundered, he refolved to pre- ft«ueLn*b« 
vent them, by taking advantage of their ad- '""?'• "^ 
herence to the worfhip of one only God, to &'l^! 
render them odious. He engaged the ido- ^^S"^;. 
laters, who, mixed with the Jews, then inha- a^.xym. 
bitcd the town of Jamnia, to raife on a fudden «°j^,(' f,' 
an altar, roughly built, in honour of Caius. 
He expefted the Jews, who were the moft 
numerous in that town, would not fufFer fuch 
a pfofanation of their country, which they 
looked upon as a holy land, entirely confecrated 
G 4 to 
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AR.791.io God. What he forcfaw, happened. The 
A. C. +0. Jews rofe and pulled down the altar. Com- 
plaints being made, Capiio wrote to Rome 
about it, exaggerating every circumltance, 
and reprefenting them it fuch a light as he 
knew would be moft difpleafing to Caius, al- 
ready too much indifpofcd againft the Jewifh 
people : for the averfion he had conceived a- 
gainfl: them from their known invincible re- 
folution not^ to worlhip him as a god, was 
encreafed and envenomed by two wretches, 
who had familiar accefs to him, and to whom 
he readily lent an car. Helicon and Apclles, 
the one an Egyptian, the other an Afcalonite, 
and confequently both born fworn enemies 
to the Jews. 

We have already (poken of Apelles, whofe 
voice and manner of fmging had gained him 
Caius's friendfhip. Helicon, an artful, fub- 
tle, intriguing Have, had raifed himfelf by his 
cunning to the poll of chamberlain to the em- 
peror. Thefe two men, well acquainted with 
the genius of the prince they ferved, ufed to 
■ divert him by their buffooneries j and letting 
flip no opportunity of ridiculing the Jews, 
fcafoned their jokes with fuch malice and ca- 
lumny as could not but take effc<ft. 

Caius, thus prepared long beforehand, foon 
camp into the fentiments Capito wanted him 
to have, and thought rebuilding his altar at 
Jamnia no fufficient reparation for the infult 
that had been offered him i but rcfolved to 
have his ftatue of coloflal fize, adorned with 
all the attributes of Jupiter the Olympian, 
fet up in the fanftuary oi the temple of Jeru- 
ialcm. Not depending on the docility of the 
Jews 
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Jews on this occafion, Petronius, who fuc- A.R.79T. 
cecded ViteUius in the government of Syria, A. C. 40. 
was ordered to enter Judea with half the forces 
under his command, to compel them to obe- 
dience as a mutinous people. 

Petronius was not one of thofe men, flavcs 
to iniquity, who know no other law but their 
prince's palHons and will. He was mild and 
reafonable, and being fenfible how much his 
orders were wrong and unjuft, could not fee 
about executing them without extreme reluc- 
tance. Yet, fearing above alt to irritate Caius, 
whofe capricious temper would brook neither 
remonftrance nor delay, and with whom no 
fault was venial, he prepared to do as he was 
commanded. He marched to Ptolemais, on 
the frontiers of Judea, with two legions, and 
a great number of auxiliary troops, and im- 
mediately fee people to work at Sidon to make 
Caius's ftatue. 

As he forefaw the Jews would make an ob- 
{tinate reliftance, he chofe firft to fpeak with 
the heads of that nation, hoping to find them 
more tractable than the populace, and byj:heir 
means to difpofc the reft to be fubmiflive. He 
acquainted them with the emperor's orders, 
and reprelented the necelTity or obeying, and 
the forces juft ready to enter their country. 
This attempt did not fucceed. Far from yield- 
ing to what was propofed, the chiefs of the 
Jews returned 00 other anfwer than demon- 
ftrations of the utmoft grief, Ihedding tears, 
tearing their hair, and lamenting their wretched 
old age, that made them fpeftators of fuch a 
fcene of niifery, the like ot which their fore- 
fathers never faw. 

The 
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A.R.791- The news of what was intended foon reached 
A. C. 40 Jerufalcm, and was fpread over all Judea. 
The cffcft ic produced was fuch as would not 
be credited by any unacquainted with the cha- 
ToEter of that people, and their extreme at- 
tachment to their laws. Thoufands of Jews, 
men, women, and children, forfook their 
homes, and delerred their towns and villages j 
and all, animated with the fame zeal, went to * 
meet Petronius, and endcavotir to prevail on 
him to pity their wretched fate. Ihey were 
fo numerous that they covered the whole coun- 
try hke a cloud, and fo fudden was this refb- 
lution, and To inftantly put in execution, that 
the Roman governor had not time to col- 
left his forces, but in a moment faw him- 
fcU furrounded by an innumerable multitude, 
when he leaft expefted it. They all fell prof- 
tratc before him, and on his ordering them to 
rife, ftood up, their hands behind their backs, 
their heaJs covered with duft, and tears dream- 
ing down their eyes, when one of their elders 
addreffcd him thus. 

" We are unarmed, as you fee. Wkh- 
** out caufe are we accufed of being rebellious. 
*' Even our hands we hold in fuch a pofturc 
-•' as fhews we yield up ourfelves without rc- 
*' fiftance. "We have brought our wives and 
" children too, that you may fave us all, or, 
" if we muft perilli, that we may pcrifh all to- 
•* gether. Pctronius, we are pacific from in- 
*' clination ; and our religion breathes only 
** peace. When Caius became emperor, wc 
•• were the firrt in Syria that gave him joy 
•* on his happy acceHJon : our temple was the 
" firft in which fachfices were offered up' for 
'".his 
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•* his profperity. And ftiali it be the firft A.R791; 

** whofe religious rights are abolifticd? We, ' *"' 

** abandon our towns, our houfes, and-our 

" poffcffions : we are ready to lay at your feet 

** all that we have \ nor Ihall we think it too 

** great a price to preferve the purity of our 

** worlhip. Or, if we cannot obtain what 

** we now beg, all that remains for us, is to 

** die } to avoid feeing a misfortue we dread 

*• more than death. We are told troops of 

** horfc and foot are marching againft us if 

*• wc oppofe the confecraiion of the ftatue. 

** Slaves cannot be mad enough to oppofe 

*' their mailer's will. We ofFerour breaftsto 

*^' your fwords : let us be killed ; let us be 

*' facriBccd j let us be cut to pieces. We will 

" bear it without refiftance ; without opening 

" our mouths to complain. 

** Wc alk but one favour, Petronius, and 
*• that a very juft one. We do not pretend 
•* you (hould refufe to obey the orders yoa 
•* have received. Grant us only a delay I'uf- 
'* ficicnt for us to fend the emperor a dcpura- 
•* tion with our moft humble re mon (trances. 
•' Our cafe is fo good, our credit fo great, 
" we do not fear of moving him. When we 
•' (hall have reprcfented to him the holinefs of 
•' our religion, our zeal for the traditions of 
" our forefathers, and our juft: confidence in 
•' him that he will not ufe us worfe than other 
*' nations, who are permitted to obferve their 
•' own cuftoms : in Ihort, the example of 
•' Caius's own anceftors, who have maintained 
** us in the pofTeflion of our privileges : 
•' fome one or ihefe motives will make an 
•• imprcffion on him, and induce him to alter 
"his 
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A.R.791. «* his mind. The wills of princes are not ir- 
A- C 40. " revocable, and thofe efpecially that arc hafti- 
** ly diiftated by anger, are liable to as fud-- 
•' den changes. We have been traduced and 
** mifrepreicnted : fufFer us to defend our- 
** felves ; it is very hard to be condemned 
" without being heard. If we obtain no fa- 
•* vour, you will ftill be at liberty to do what- 
** ever you may think proper. But until we 
** have prefcntcd our fupplications to the cm- / 
", peror, do not cut off the laft hopes of a 
" nation Ipread over all pares of the habitable 
*' globe, and whofe motive in this is piety, 
*' not intereft." 

Pctronius was moved at a fpeecb fo firm 
and yet fo fubmiHive. However, he thought 
proper before he came to any r'efolution, to 
fee with his own eyes the ftate of affairs in 
their country, and be very fure whether the 
' whole nation had the fame way of thinking, 

in which cafe there would be a neceflity of 
ihedding a great deal of blood before Caius'i 
orders could be executed. With this view he 
-went to Tiberiadcs, a city founded by Herod 
Antipas, taking with him only the chief offi- 
cers of his army. There he was again aflailed 
by an infinite number of Jews, who repeated 
the fame proteftations, and offered up the fame 
prayers with thofe of Ptolemais. *' Would 
" you then, faid he to them, war with Csefar, 
*' without confidering either his power or your 
" own weakneis ? No, replied they, we will 
** not make war, but we will die rather than 
** tranfgrefs our laws." Deeds proved their 
words true ; the Jews, intent on one only ob- 
jedt, pegleded every thing elfe. This was in 
fowing- 
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fijwing-feafon 5 yet nobody thought of bcftow- A-Rygt. 
ing the leaft culture on the earth v their fields *• '-■ +•*■ 
were left fallow, and a famine threatened the 
land. 

Pctronius could not find in his heart to 
Hiruggle any longer with a refolution he faw a 
very numerous people fo unanimoufly and in- 
alterably bent upon. Sollicited too, by Arif- 
tobulus, brother to king Agrippa, and by fe- 
veral other perfons of diftin^ion, he ceafed 
prefliilg the Jews to fubmit ; but did not think 
it fate to carry his condefcention farther. He 
promifed nothing to the populace ; would not 
confent to their fending deputies to the empe- 
ror, and in the letter he wrote himfelf on this 
occafion, took care not to lay any ftrefs on 
the prayers and fupplications of the Jewifli 
people. The delay was imputed to the work- 
men who were to make the ftatue, who intend- 
ing it fhould be a mafter-piece, required time 
to bring it to perfedion. He reprefented fur- 
ther, that the whole nation was drove to fuch 
defpair, he was apprehenfive the lands would 
be left uncultivated, and that if the emperor 
fliould travel to Alexandria, as was expected, 
and fliould be minded to viBt Fhcenicia, him- 
felf and his court might want the nece0arf 
provifions in a country where no harveft was 
Uke CO be. Notwtchftanding all thefe reafons. 
Caius flew into a violent paflion at reading Fe- 
cromus's letter, and immediately Cent frefli or- 
ders, more peremptory than the firft. 

At the fame time king Agrippa being re* 

curned to Rome, ignorant of what was palling 

in Judea, came as ufual to falute the emperor. 

JHc wat ftruck with furprize and terror at read-' 

ing 
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A.R.79T. ing Caius'fi looks, all the marks of anger and 
A Ci 40. indignation, which he thought meant to him, 
the prince's eyes being continually fixed on 
him. He could not poffibly guefs the caufe* 
nor did Caius leave htm long in furpenfe. 
** Your fine countrymen* faid he to him, who 
" of all the people in the univcrfe refufc Di- 
" vinity to Caius, are leeking death, and they 
*' fhall find it. I have ordered a ftatue of 
•* Jupiter to be erefted in their temple ; and 
*' they have feditioufly rofe, and deferting the 
*' country, are coming ali together here to 
" prefent a pretended petition ; this is rcbel- 
" ling againlt my commands." 

He was going on, if Agrippa had been in ' 
A condition to hear him. But, as if ilruck 
with thunder, the king of the Jews dropped 
down in a fit, and was carried home fenfclefs, 
and almoft without life. Tho' ambitious, and 
given to (hew and pleafurc, yet he had a fin- 
cere refpedt and veneration for his religions 
I^ve ot his country touched him too : and 
when his fenfes returned, the firft ufc he made 
of them was to write to Cuus, and beg he 
would be merciful to that unhappy people. 

Philo gives us Agrippa's letter at full lengths 
or rather a letter he feems to have compofed 
for him. As it is a very long one, I QuU 
only extract what to me feems moll remark- 
able. 

To make Caius fenfible the Jews deferve 
fome regard, he fees forth the prodigious num- 
ber and extent of that people, whofe colonies 
reach throughout the whole .empire, and td 
countries even beyond the Euphrates. From 
thence he draws an inference, greuly in favour 
of 
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of his caufe, and quite Battering to the prince. A-R.79I. 
•' When I implore your clemency, fays he, *■ C. 40, 
" for one only city, I implore it tor every pare 
*' of the univcrfe. Whait deed more worthy 
•* your high fortune, than fuch a one, whofe 
•' influence will know no bounds but thofe of 
**■ the world itfelf. Europe, Afia, Africa, 
'* the ides and continents, fhall all refound 
" your glory ; your njme {hall be celebrated 
" by an univerfat concert of praife and thankf- 
" givings." 

Agrippa infills chiefly on what concerns the 
temple, in which he fays, the inviHble God, 
creator and father of all things, is worlhipped 
in rpirir, without being rcprefented by the 
Image of any thing fcnfible. This thought, 
too fubtime for any ideas Calus was capable of 
forming of the Divinity, is mentioned only by 
way of incident. Examples were a way of 
realbning more adapted to Caius's genius, and 
the fupplianc king fees beture him thofe of 
Agrippa, Augultus, Tiberius, and Livia, who 
all honoured and protected the temple of Jc- 
rufaiem. Augutlus in particular, he fays, 
founded there a daily holocauft to the Lord, 
conlilting oi a bull and two fheep, that ftill 
continued to be offered up. 

He condgdes with declaring his own 
thoughts ; faying, that of the many and great 
favours he had received from the emperor, 
none could equal that he then was fuing for. 
" To you, fays he, I owe my liberty, mjr 
** life, my kingdom :• take them all from me^ 
** rather than infringe our holy laws. If I 
V cannot obtain this favour, I muft furely 
** fome how have incurred your difpleafure : if 
" that 
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A.R.79I. " that be the cafe, take my life : for how can 
A. C. 4g. .» I value it when deprived of your favour, 
*' which alone renders it fweec and pleaCng to 
•' me i" 

Agrippa * ran a great rifk in writing this 
letter. , The fuccefs rewarded his zeal. Con- 
trary to all eicpedations Caius was moved, and 
fent Pctronius orders to make no innovations 
■with regard to the temple of Jerufalem. He 
did juftice however but by halves. " If there 
** be, added he, in any dt/ but the capital, 
" people dilpofed to build altars to me or 
•' mine, I order you to punilh whoever op- 
•* pofes it, or to fend them to me." That 
was taking back with one hand what he gave 
with the other, and inviting all the idolaters, 
intermixed with the Jews, to moleft and difturb 
them by profaning their worfhip. He did 
more. He again refumed the projeifl he feem- 
cd to have given up : only deterring to put it 
in execution till he Ihould go himfeJf to Alex- 
andria : and not to be importuned by the 
complaints and clamours of the Jews, he re- 

• y^cphtt, iiiha liknaifi griffa heggid tit erderijent 

afiritrt It Jgriffa ibt revt- to Pttraniui might net h put 

tathti tftbi orderi ceniermng in extculjen, and Caim een- 

tbijiatut, differ! from Phila fmlid. But •wbtn hi reteiv' 

im JiMi circumfianca. At- td thi gevcrntr cf Sfria'i let* 

terdimg ft him, Jgripfa luai ttr, t(.*ceming the kini tf rt- 

infermed ef thii affair hifort veit ef the Je^t, hi tbaught 

Caiui bad ricii'ved any at- bii majiftj hurt by their re- 

ttunt Jrm Pttraniut of tbi fiance, and the Uamt fill <m 

Sfiurbantit it cccafitnid / ■ fetreaiui. Ibti atcsxnt cam 

Jndia. hi gavi thc.cK^ar hardly ht riaacilid viilb PUw 

ftntagnifciHl a treat, that, la'i, -which I baiii friftrriJ, 

•highly f leafed ivith it, Caiut es ht luai colimpararj mtb 

kid him ajk mibet hi pliafid, tbefi trfinfaitifm. 
mJ itfitttld be grtitltd. A' 

folved 
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jblved to furprife chem, making people work A;ft.79i; 
privately in Rome at a ftatuc, which he in- *' *"■ ** 
tended to convey onboardlhip with him, and 
at once go and let it up himlelf in the temple 
of Jeruulefh. 

With his fonner defign he likewife refumed 
all his indignation againft Petronius, whofe 
delays bad made an affair he had fo much ac 
heart almoft mifcarry } and, according to Jo'- 
fephus, wrote to him in thefe terms. ** Since 
*• the gold of the Jews has prevailed in you 
** over the refpe£t due to my orders, I make 
** you your own judge, and leave you to con* 
** fider what punifhment you defcrve ; unJefa 
•* you rather chufc I (hould myielf make fuch 
** an example of you^ as may be aftanding 
*' leflbn to whoever (hall be tempted hereafter 
•* to negleit his emperor's commands." Ltrckily 
for Petronius, the Ihip that carried this thun- 
dering epiftle, was three months at fca «; and 
he had leam'd Caius's death, who was' killed 
in the interval^ feven and twenty dayj before 
he received it. 

Nothing but his death could have delivered- 
the Jews. Thofe of Alexandria, befides the 
dangers common to the whole nationj bad, as 
we have feen, particular :Feafons to be greatly 
alarmed. Their deputies had an audience of 
C^us, juft when his mind was in the greatefl: 
^Mtion about the ilatue. . One may judge 
what fort of reception they met with. But 
what the reader will not fo.eafily guels is, the 
extreme indecency of his behaviour to them. 
Nothing ever was lefs like an audience. 

■ Cams was vifiting two of his country feart 
fituate pretty near each other, and not far from 

. yoi. III. H Rome, 
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A.R.79I. RomCa when the deputies of the Alexandriaa 
A. C. 40. jg^s came by his order to wait on him. They 
accofted him with all demonftrations of the 
moft profound refpeft, bowing down to the 
very ground : ** Oh are ye come, faid he to 
** them, ye enemies to the gods, who alone 
" refufe to acknowledge mc a god, whilft 
•* every other nation oT the eaith adores and 
** worihips me as fuch ; but you referve your 
•* worlhip for a God whofc very name you do 
•* not know?" At the fame time ftretching 
out his larm towards Heaven, he uttered fuch 
blafphemies as Philo.dares not repeat. 

Such a falute could not but confound the 
Jews, whilft their adverfaries triumphed, 
chinking tbemfelves fecure of vidory from that 
moment. To keep the prince in that favour- 
able dHpofition of mind, they lavjfhed on him 
all the titles of their feveral divinities -, and 
One of them, a bolder calumniator than the 
reft, addrefling himfelf to C^ui, " My lord, 
** faid h(, you would think ihefe men, and 
** all their nation ftill more deferving your. 
*^ hatred, if you knew all their ill-will and 
" impiety towards you. Every people, evwy 
** private man, has ofiered up facrifices for 
•* your prefervation : the Jews only have 
■* omitted fo facred a duty." At thefe words 
Phik) and his companions cried out with one 
vwce, **My lord^ we are accufed .falfclyi 
•-* thrice have we offered hecatombs for you ; 
** firft, on your accefiion to the empire ; the 
•^ next on your recovery from that great fit 
•* of ficknefs that alarmed the whole univerfe j 
** and the third, that you might return vifto* 
" rioua from Germany." ** Be itfo>anfwered 
« Caiui 



DiqiiiicdbvGoogle 



CALIGULA. B O OK Vn. 99 

** Caius baftily, you facrificed, biit It was to A.R.;9i. 
** another, not .to rile." The Jews fiiuddered -*• C.41V 
at the horrid impiety of thefe words^.and their 
looks fpoke the agitation of their minds. 
C^uS etcher did not perceive it, or took no 
notice oi- it. Whilfl he was fpeaking to them 
he ran from room to room, examined his houle 
•fro* top to bottom, pointed out what difpleaf- 
cd him, and gave orders for new embcilifli- 
ments ; the Jews ftill following him, hooted 
at» deipifed and loaded with iafults by their 
enemies. 

After running about Tome time, Caius ftopt 
fhort.to afk them very gravely, *• For what 
** reafon they abftaincd from fwines flelh?"" 
His quelUon was applauded, as if he had laid' 
ibmething vaftly ingenious and witty : and the 
Alexandrians fct i^ fuch a laugh, that one of 
the officers could not help reprimanding them ' 
for behaving fo difrepedful ly before the emperor. ' 
Philo anfwered, that different nations had their 
different ufages; and that their adverfaries 
chemfelves abftaincd from fome animals. Some- 
body added, they did not eat lamb. " They 
*' are in the right on it, anfwered Caius, lis 
** a very infipid meat." 
, At laft he proceeded to qucftion the Jews 
about their bufmefs. " What are your titles, 
"■ (aid he to them, in virtue of which you claim 
'* a right of being citizens of Alexandria ? " 
Philo began to fet them forth, but had hardly- 
entered upon the fubjeft, when Caius left.him, 
running into a great hall, round which he 
walked* and ordered a kind of tranfparent 
ftotiti, the ancients made ufe of inftead of 
glafs, to be put in the windows. Then re- 
H a ' turning 
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KR.791. turning to the Jews with a countenuice fome' ' 
A. C 40. what milder, ** Well, faid he, what do you 
•' fay i" -Philo refumed the thread of his dif- 
courfe, continuing to ^ve his reafons. But 
in a momcDt Caius ftarted up again, and wotc 
into another room, ordering it to be bung witb 
original pictures. 
■ The Jew deputies were quite at a lofs what ' 
to do. Their defence thus continualiy broken ' 
IB upon, and interrupted, could have no Weight ; 
their judge and abfolute mafter was prejudiced 
and irritated agunft them •, they expeoed no- ' 
thing lefs than death i and in their hearts be- 
fceched the only true God to deliver them from 
the wrath of him that ufurped his name. *' God, 
**. iaysPhilo, heard our prayers, and turned the 
** prince's heart to p«y. '* I think thefe peo- 
". pie, faid Caius, Im wicked than mad and 
■ •* miferablc, not to acknowledge my Divi- 
** nity : " and with thofe words difmilTed 
them. 

. I think one can hardly afcrlbe to this audi- ' 
Cnce a very fine faying Jt^ephus puts in Philo's 
raouth. But whether it was on this, or fome 
pther.occaQon, Apio, the Alexandrian deputy, 
and a bitter enemy to the Jews, having long 
railed againft them,* whilft Philo could not 
c^tain being heard in his defence, the latter 
depaned humbled, but not deje&cd : and per- 
ceiving the Jews about him quite concerned at ' 
the emperor's anger and prejudice agunft 
tjiero, ^'Becomfoned, faidheto them, Caius, 
" by declaring > himfelf againll us, interefts 
** God for us." 
j^.maip The afiair was at laft left undetemuned by 
MI. 4. Caius, aod Claudius afterwards decided it in 
; ... 1. .. favour 
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-litvour of the Jews, whom he maintained, or A.R. 791. 
re-eftablilhed in the poflcfllon of all the privi- A. C, +0. 
Jeges they had enjoyed in Alexandria, from 
the time of the foundation of that city. 

The mention I have been obliged to make ^''^'* 
of Apio the Grammarian, induces me to in- dm and hi* 
fert here an adventure, of which he was an 'jj"^^ ^^ 
eye-witnefs, and was by him tranfmitted' to 1^ 
pofterity in a work fince 1(^. If it appears 
loreign to my fubjeft, or fomewhat beneath 
the dignity of hiftory, the reader will pardon 
mC} in favour of its interefting Angularity. 

At fome Ihews that were given at Rome, 
where Apio was prefent, criminals were to 
fight wild beatls. One of the fierceft and moft 
terrible of thofe animals was a lion of prodi- 
gious fizc, whofe dreadful roaring, briftled 
main, and fiery eyes, ftruck every one with 
A mixture <^ terror and admiration. The 
lion coming up to the wretch defined to be 
his vi^im, on a fudden ftopc fhort, and lay- 
ing afide his natural fierccneis, walked gendy 
towards the man, wagging his tail like a dog 
that is fond of his mafler.^ When clofe to 
him, the lion fell to licking his hands and 
legs in a loving manner. The man in his 
turn carefled the fierce animal, and by direct 
recovering himfelf from the fright he was ki, 
examined the lion attentively, and knowing 
him again, embraced him with uanfports of 
joy, which the animal returned in his way. 
Their joy feemed reciprocal, like that of 
friends, who happily and uoexpeftedly meet 
again after a long and grievous reparation. ' 

The whole affembly was extrcamly furprifed 

and delighted at fo wpnderful an eycnt. They 

H 3 applauded. 
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A.R.791. applauded, ciapt their ttinds, and the emperor 

A. C. 40. himfclf, who was prefent, ordered the man, 
thus fpared by the lion, to be brought before 
him, and give him an account who he .was, 
and by what charm he had difarmed the furi- 
ous animal. " I aiA a Qave, anfwered he, my 
** name is Androclus. . When my mafter was 
" Proconful of Africa, being ufcd by him 
** with great rigour and inhjumanity, I fled i 
" but as the whole country was under his com- 
^* mand, to avoid being found, I took to the 
*' deferts of Libia, relolving, if I could not 
** fublift there, to feck a Ipeedy death. In 
** the midll of the fands, and in the great heat 
'* of the day, I efpied a cave, into which I 
** went to Ihelter myfelf from the burning 
** rays, of the fun^ I had not been there long, 
*' when I faw this fame lion, whofe mildnels. 
•' to me grvcs you fuch furprife, come in, 
** groaning and complaining, fo that I judged 
** he had Been wounded. That cave was his 
*' place of abode, as I afterwards found : I 
" hid myfelf in the darkeft part of it, trem- 
*' bling, and concluding my laft hour was 
** come. He efpied me, and came towards 
" me, not in a tnreatening manner, but as if 
** to implore my aid, and lifting up his foot 
•* that was hurt to ihew it me, a great thora 
** ftvick in it, which I pulled out, and grow- 
** ing bolder, by the patience with which I 
** faw he endured that operation, I fqueezed 
** the fielh to force the corruption out, wiped. 
** his wound, cleanfed it in the belt manner I 
** could,- and put it in a healing way. ThQ 
** lion growing cafier, laid down to fleep, leav- 
** inz hi3 foot in tny hand ; and from that day 
1' I lived 
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•• I lived three years with him in the fame cave^ .*•*: 79^ 
•* and on the fame food he ufcd to eat. He *• *^ <•* 
•* brpught me regularly a joint of whatever . 
** he had killed.. I ufed to hang it up in the 
'* fun, having no fire to drefs it, and eat it t 
** at length, tired with that favage kind of life, 
** one day that the Hon was out feeking his ' 
** prey, I left the den ; but had hardly tra- 
•* veiled three days, when I was met by fome 
** foldiers, who knew and flopped me. From 
** Africa I was brought to Rome, to be deli- 
•* vered up to my mafter : and being cori- 
** demned to death by him, expected here to- 
** meet my doom. I fuppofe this lion was 
•* taken foon after I left him, and knowing 
** me again, has rewardeiH me for the fervice 
** 1 did him in curing his foot." 

Theflory inllantly ran from mouth to mouth, 
and the whole afiembly begged, with loud cries^ 
Androclus mig^t have his life and liberty. It ' 
was granted } and the lion was made him a 
prelent of. Apio fays, he had often feen 
Androclus leading his lion about the flreets of 
Rome. The people ufcd to give him money, 
and drefs the lion out in garlands of flowers, 
faying to one another, ** This ■ is the lion that 
■' entertained the man ; and this the man that 
" was the lion's phyfician." 

It is not cert^n whether this event belongs 
more properly to Caius's reign, or to that of 
Tiberius or Claudius, under all of which Apio Sm^Ut n 
lived in Rome, and taught fchool there : but 'Awwk. 
1 did not fee where I could infert it more con- 
veniently i and cannot but own the gentlen^ 

• Hk eft leo hofpM honunis : hie eft homo medicns 
leonii. 

H4 cf 
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A.K.,7g(- of the lion, fo contrary to the nature of that 
A. C. 40. beaft, infpired by s kind of gratitude, forma 
to me a kind of pleating contraft with the in- 
humanity of a prince, more greedy after blood 
than lions or tygers. 

He foon met the juft reward of his crimes. 
A reign fo fatal to mankind, was Ihort as it 
deferved, not compleating the fourth year. 
Cams perifhcd in the firft month of that ir 
which he was Conful the fourth time. 

A-R.79J. Caius Augustvs IV. 

A. C. 41. Cn. Sentius Saturninus. 

chatn More than one confpiracy had already been 

fpS^'^" formed againft him without fuccefs. I have 
juinftCaiui. related wTat little we know of that of Lepidus 
efif's?'''* *"<i Getulicus. Suetonius obliges us to fup- 
3y^. -*>. pofc at lead one more, of which we cannot 
^»«. I. ^jj jjj^y circumftances. 

That which at laft happily delivered the 
Roman empire from fuch a ;nonfler, was fet 
on foot by Caflius Cherea, tribune of a Praa- 
torian cohort j a man of great courage, who, 
whilfl: centurion in one of the German legions, 
when they revolted after Auguftus's death, 
faved himfcif by his intrepidity from the fury 
of the feditious. 

Others of greater rank and credit were con- 
cerned; fuch as Valerius Afiaticus, a man of . 
Confular dignity, and immenfely rich -, An- 
nius Viniciaous *, who muft have been one 

" Jofopbmi tails him Mi- aftervjards conj^nd againfi 

nucSanas. But it ii flain this Claudius ivilb Camihii Seri- 

viu f^ini^iawttif-wiia ivas at- honianui. SieTac. Ann. VI. 

mfidmiderTihiriniinitb hit 9. iS Dio. I, \,X. 



■ JMitr'A^^ut Paliii, and ^h» 
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of the chief heads of the fenate, fince after A.K.79S. 
Caius's death he was one of thofe intended as *■ *■• **• 
candidates for, the empire. Clemens the Prje- 
torian Fnefed, and Calliftus, Caius's freeman, 
fo famous for his immenfe riches, and the 
vaft power he had under Claudius, are faid 
likewife to hare been of the number. But - 
thofe great men were only aiding io the confpi- 
racy ; or even contented themlelves with wilh- 
ing it well. Chcrea was the foul of it. He 
formed the defign, chofe his aflbciates, and faw 
it executed ; in a word, he was the man that 
iet the example by itriking the firlt blow. 

Belides the general realbns that rendered ' 
Caius odious to every perfon of diftin£tion in 
the empire, each of thofe I have named had 
particular motives of fear or revenge. Vale- s™. d, <w- 
rius Afiaticus was incenfed agiunft Caius for ■^/i/*' 
having debauched his wife, and afterwards 
rallied him about it mofl; indecently before a 
large company. Vinicianus and Lepidus had 
been intimates : grief for the death of his 
friend, and fear himfelf might not be fafo, 
were his inducements. The Praetorian Prx- 
fe£ts, and moft powerful of the freemen (for 
fo Suetonius exprelles himfelf, giving us con- 
fequently to underftand Clemen's collegue, and 
. other freemen befides Catliihis were concerned) 
were in continu'al fear of their lives ever fince 
a certain confpiracy, in which having been 
named as accomplices, tho' wrongfully, they 
were fenCble the prjnce ftill retained a degree 
of miftruft and hatred againft them. For at 
that time he had taken them a-pait, and draw- 
ing his fword, told them, if they were of the 
pumber of U>ofe that wiflied bis death, be 
wmijd 
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A-ft- 792- would kiU himfelf with hh own hand : nor dicit 
A. C. 4t. he ceafe to endeavour to fet them mutually at 
variance by telling them {lories of each other. 
CalUAus's great riches, which might awaken 
the avarice of Caius, were to him a pardcular 
caufe for fear. 

As-to Cherea, his averlion to tyranny, and 
the repubKcan fpiric that breathed in him, 
might DC inducements ftrong enough to make 
him form a defign which all the maxims of 
Paganifm reprefented as infinitely glorious. 
But befides that, Caius feemed to make it his 
ihidy to fower that high mind, loading him 
«». tu "•'^ "■^^ kinds of infults and affronts. No one 
f'f*- who had heard Cherea fpeak would have taken 
him for what he was. The bravelt of men had 
a foft languOiing effeminate voice. Caius for 
that would call him a coward, and treat him 
with contempt. Whenever Cherea came, as 
the duty of his poft required, to take the 
word, Caius purpofcly chofe * fome one that 
implied effeminacy or infamy. The brave 
tribune fuffered greatly when he took it, and 
ftill more when he was to give ic out : for the 
other officers did not fall to laugh at him, and 
would often divert themfelves by guefTing be- 
fore-hand what word Caius would give him. 
I have already obferved Caius was fond of em- 
ploying the officers of his guards to colleft 
taxes. Cherea being charged with one of ihole 
commiffions, acquitted himfelf of it like a ge- 
nerous fpirited, man, compaffio Bating the dif- 
trefs of the people, giving them time, and 
avoiding whatever might opprefs and torment 
them.' In confequence of thefe lenities, the 
money not being raifed fo foon as Cains would 
have 
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hx7t had it, he again took that opportunity to A.R.79].' 
accufe Cherea of cowardice. *■ ^' ♦*• 

Thefe perfonal motives joined to public ones 
in ' Checea'a breaft, made him -refolutely de- 
termine to kill the tyrant. How to do it Was 
all that puzzled him, his fcheme feems to have 
extended even beyond Caius's death, and his 
deOgn to have been to reftore the old republican 
form of government. 

Whitft he was founding thofe he judged 
moft proper to be let into the plot, and the 
' number of ccHifpirators began to encreafe, an 
accident happened that whetted his courage 
ftill more. Pompsedius, an illuftrious fenator, 
having been accufed of talking difrefpeftfuUy 
of tht. emperor, the accufer brought as wit- 
nefs one Quintilia, a player, who led the kind 
of life thole of her profeflion ufually do, and 
between whom and the accufed there had beea 
a vicious intercourfe for fome time. Quintilia 
had fentiments and courage beyond what might 
have been expected from a woman of her pro- ( 
feflion and way of life. She denied the faft, 
which in reality was falfe, and Caius having 
ordered her, at the accufer*s requeft, to be put 
to the rack, Ihe rcfolved to bear it, rather than 
be the caufe of an innocent perfon's death. 
- What is very extraordinary is, that ihe was 
acquainted with the confpiracy then carrying 
on, and that Cherea was the man Caius pitch- 
ed upQn to fee her laid on the rack, thinking 
that tribune would be more cruel than a- 
nother, to wipe off the imputation of cowar- 
dice from himfelf. Jofephus who relates thefe 
circumftances, does not fay whether Cherea 
and Qijintitia kstsv each other. However that 
may 
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.A.R.79t- may be, this courageous woman, as they werp 
A. C. 41. leading' her to the torture, trod on the foot of 
the confpirators whom Ihe met, as much as to 
fay, they might depend on her keeping the- 
fecret : and in faA (he bore, without revealing 
any thing, fo cruel a torture that all her 
joints were didocated. In that condition ibc 
was carried before the emperor ; nor could the 
favage prince himfelf forbear being moved with 
compaQion, but * ordered her a (urn of tqoney 
to make her fome amends. Cherea was diP' 
crafted to be forced to be any wajrs inftrumen- 
tal in ufing a perfoD fo cruelly as to excite even 
Caius's pity. 

In the rage he then was, heran to Clemens the 

. Prietorian Praifeil. " You arc our chief, faid 
*' he to him, and under your orders we watch 
•* over the fafety of the prince's perfon. It is 
*' a noble function, and we do it like men of 
*' honour. But muft we be employed to fhol 
•' innocent blood, and torment our fellow ci- 
•' tizens ? " The colour flew up in Clemons's 
face, and his anfwer was, that prudence and 
a regard to their own fafety, obliged them to 
obey the prince, and even be fubfervient xo 
tiis fury. 

Cherea thought he might venture to open 
himfelf to a man that talked in this manner : 
and fetting before him all the ills Rome and 
the empire fuBered, " after all, added he, Caius 
" is not fo much to blame as you and I, who, 

; ** when it is in our power, with one blow to 
*' put an end to all this injuftice and tyranny, 

• Tbii aff»ir u mttch Hit lars, and lubieb I havt im- 
thatBiietoatusmiiithiu,c. i6< firttd afiir bim, amutgCa^ 
viiibaU S^jiig tbt fartitU' ligula^i leudaiU a3i»iu, 

" rathw 



DiqiiiicdbvGdogle 



CALIGULA. BOOKVn. 109 

** rather than do it> make ourfeives the in- A.R.^qz^ 
•' ftruments of it. Wc bear arms, not toA.C.v 
** defend our liberties and ferve the ftace, but • 
" to execute Caius's bloody commands. From 
«• warriors we fuffcr ourfeives to be transform- 
*' ed into executioners, and reek his cruelties 
** on our fellow citizens, 'cili others fhall do the 
•• fame to us.'* 

Clemens teemed greatly to admire Cherea's 
courage : but owned the danger terrified hini « 
lidding, that his age, pretty far advanced, 
made him un6c for fo bold an undertaking, 
And that he chofe rather to trufl: to time, and 
what favourable circumftances might happen. 

Cherea, but -ill fatisfied with fo prudent a 
zea], applied next to Cornelius Sabinus, tri- 
bune, hke himfelf, of a Frxtoriah cohort : 
«nd Ending him difpofed to enter into his views, 
f»cnt with him to Vinicianus, who praifed and 
encouraged them highly, and, as may be judged 
by the fequal, promifcd to back them. 

The natpe of a man of that diftindion wai' 
probably of fervice to Cherea, to bring others 
into the confpiracy. It was already numerous ■ 
enough, and confilted of fenators, Roman 
knights, and officers of the army^ ' Cherea 
called them together, to confult how and when' 
•dwy Ihould put it in execution. 

Every opportunity was alike to him. HcC»'iiii«^ 
proofed attacking Caius in the Capitol, whilA f^nbiir 
he Ihould be offering up facrifices for his daugh- f ?*" *"■- 
ter i in his palace, in the midft of the occult ^J^ 
jnyftertes he ufed to celebrate there with a fu- 
perltitious attention i or elfe. he was for call- 
ing Caius headlong down froni the top of the 
Julian Bafilic, 9s he fhould be throwing mo- ■ 
ney 
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AJt.79z. ney from thence to the mob. The others' were 
A. C.41. fox proceeding with more circomfpeftion in an 
, affair of fuch importance. Their advice was 
to tr^ to fu^rize Caius, when he (hould have 
but itw attendants, that there might be the 
I^fs danger of mifcarrying, which} were it to 
happen, would plunge the Republic into greater 
ills, than thofe they wanted to deliver it frbmr 
After difi:ulling it Tome time, they fixed on 
the Palatine games, inftituted by LLvia in ho-: 
nour of Auguftus, and which were to laft; 
four days. Whilft a great crowd fliould be 
colledted in a fmall place, they hoped toimd, 
an opportunity of falling on Caius, fo that hii.' 
guards fhould not be able to defend him. . . 

The three firft days, either no opportutntjr 
ofiered, or the confpirators miifed it, Cherea 
was drove to defpair. He feared thofe delays 
might blow the fecret. He feared too he m^hc- 
lofe the glory of killing Caius. '• He is go- 
** ing, laid he, to Alexandria ; fomebody will 
" certainly kill him there. What a fluftle to 
'* us, ftiould he not die by our hands !" with, 
this warmth did he encourage and animate them 
all, and it was ^pofitively refolved to attack 
Caius the next day, the lall of the feafls, and 
t(ie twenty fourth of January. 

The games were celebrated near the palace, 
or in the palace itfelf i and as the fpace was 
but fmall, the crowd and confufion were very 
great : the feats were not diftinguilhed ; fena- 
tors, knight^, and the common people, all fat 
where they could, without order or regula- 
rity. 

When Caius came in, he firfl; offered up a 

facrifice to Auguftus, and then took his feat. 

He' 
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He was obfervcd that day to be more gay A.R.792. 
and affable than ufual, fo that every one was ^•*'4'*. 
furprifed at bis gracious behaviour. He di- 
verted himfelf heartily to fee the people fcram- 
ble for the vi£tuals and uncommon fowls that 
were thrown them by his order. Little did he. 
dream of the danger that was fo near him. 
. The plot however began to tranffure, and 
had not Calus taken care to make himfelf fo 
much detelted, he might have been warned. 
Varinius, a fenatora and antient Prxtor, fitting 
next to Cluvius, a man of Confular rank« alked 
him what news : Cluvius anfwering, he had 
not heard any : " I will tell you fome then, 
** faid Varinius : to-night is to bereprefented 
•' a rplay, called the Death of th? Tyrant." 
Cluvius underftood his meaning, and bulged, 
he would keep fuch a fecrct more carefully. 

As the diverftons began in ttw>morni|ig, if, 
wai expected Caius would go oytxo dine, as 
he had done thii^day^ before. ; QjeiiEa had taken; 
his meafures accordingly, placipg his friends in; 
the poffage, at^ aligning every man his poft. 
It was the fevent^ hour cif the day, or one 
C('clQclt, and Caius did not ftir. Finding his 
ftomach overloaded with the fupper he had eat 
the night before, be was confidering whether 
he fhould not fi^y there all day to fee the plays 
md other diverfions, of which he was excef-. 
lively fond. His ftay made the confpirators,^ 
aod all who knew of the plot, extremely un- 
eafy. Vinicianus, who fat next the emperor, 
fearing Cherca would grow impatient, wasget*/ 
ting up to go and fpeak to him, but Caius , 
held him by the robe; Vinicianus fat down 
agaio^ but was too uocafy to keep bis feaclong ; j 
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AR. 792. he rofe a fecond time, and Caius let him go^ 
A C. 41. Cherea indeed wanted fome good counfellor to 
keep him within bounds. Such was the heat 
and impiluofity of his temper, he was think- 
ing of running to attack Caius in the midft c^ 
tiie aflembly^ which might have occaQoned a 
moft dreadful maflacre. At that inftaftt Af-' 
, prxnas, who was likewife in thefecret, per- 
iliaded Caius to go and bathe, and then eat 
fomething light, after which he would retian. 
CO his diverfions with better fpirits, and be more 
eafy. Caius role, and room was made for the 
emperor to pafs. The confpirators were very 
careful to keep the crowd ClF,- and feemed 
mighty bufy in clearing the way for bim, but 
their dcTiga was to gee him alone in the mtdft' 
of them. 

Before th€ tmperor marched his uncte Clau- 
dius, his brother-in-law Vinicius, married to 
Julia, and Valerius Aliaticus : Paulus Arnin" 
tius followed behind. Caius left them, and 
turned to »iter into a little vaulted gallery that 
led to the Bath, and where he found fome 
young children of dtftio&toH come from Ionia 
in Greece, to perform before him hymns and ' 
dances in his praife. He was very near return-- 
ing that moment to the theatre, fo impatient, 
was he to enjoy that pleafure, and would have- 
done ic, had not the chief of that yoiKig band 
iitid he was quite perifhed with cold. 
' Ac that inftant Cherea ftruck him. The 
circumftances are not agreed on. What is cer- 
tain is, that Cherea gave him the firfl: ftab,^ 
and that with fuch violence, that it beat Cs&x^ 
to the ground. Whilft he was ilruggling; 
•ailing out he was not dead, Cornelius Sabifiuv' 
and 
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and the other confpirators fuirounded him,A.R.79z; 
and encouraging each other with the fignal chcy'^' C- 4'^ 
had agreed on, Strike agaitty they gave him 
thirty ftabs, and left htm dead on the fpoc. 
Dion Caflius fays, feveral more Itabs were given 
him after his death, which is likely enough if 
we confider the fury of the confpirators. He 
adds, that fome of them eat of his flelh. Such 
barbarity would but ill become the avengers 
of Caius's cruelties. 

Thus perilhed this unhappy prince in the 
twenty ninth year of his age, after reigning 
three years, ten months, and eight days. He 
met the fate he defervcd for his furies towards 
God and man. He then found, fays the Hif- 
torian Dion Caflius, he was not a God, but a 
poor weak mortal ; and after having wilhcd 
the Roman people had but one head, He found 
they had many arms. 

It was time for Rome he fhould die ; ioxStr.d,Er^f^ 
■when he was killed the public granaries were™'"'" '*• 
empty, and the city had corn left but for feren 
or eight days. 

I fliall decline troubling my readers here with 
an account of all the prefaces and omens Sue- 
tonius and Dion CafTius have collected with 
great care, as portending Caius a violent death. 
The true omen that ought to have made him 
look upon it as infallible, was the horror of 
his own aflions, and the hatred every one had 
conceived agalnft him on account of his crimes. 
But I cannot omit fome particularities that 
could not fo well find room in the courfe of 
tny narration, concerning his perfon, his taftcs, 
and fondnefs of arts and bodily exercifcs -, in 

Voi„ lU. I which 
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A. R. 791. which fome indications of his chara^er ihay 

ParticuUti- He was tall, but ill made, pale, his eye* 
to hb'^r-* hollow, his forehead broad, on which pride 
fon.hkwfle and haughtinefs were charafterized : he bad 
Mh^la^. but little hair, and none at all on the fore part 
s^a. ohg. of his -head. He did not at all like being bald, 
^°' ^^' and it was a crime to look down upon him at 
he paflcd, becaufc that deformity was then 
moft feen. For the fame reafon it was death 
for any one to talk of a goat in his prefehce, 
becaufe that creature is hairy all over. His 
look was naturally wild and ghaftly, and he 
ftudied to make it yet moreftriking, fettii^ 
his features before a looking-glafs, in the man- 
ner he thought moft fit to infpire dread aQ<i 
terror. 

I have fpokcn of his drels when there was 
an opportunity to mention it. All I IhaU add 
here is, that he followed no rule in it but his 
own caprice ; and according as the whim took 
him, would put on the habits of different 
countries, of women, or of the gods ; but al.- 
ways fine and tawdry, covered with gold and 
precious ftones. He moft ufually wore the tri- 
umphal drefs, even before his expedition. 

Great care had been taken in his education 
to give him a relifli for the polite arts and fci- 
ences, a thing carefully obferved in all the 
princes of the family of the Casfars. Caius 
indeed had not that ufte for learned refcarches* 
• in. which Tiberius took fo much delight (but 
as I have already faid, he applied himfelf clofely 
16 the ftudy of eloquence. He was conftantly 
exercifing himfelf in it, not only when he 
.judged 
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judged he fhould want it, but for his pleafure A.R.79J,' 
too. A pleading ihat had met with more than *' ■ *'^ 
common applaufe and fuccefs, would excite 
his emulation, and he would try to anfwer it : 
or if any perfon of great importance had a 
caufe to come on before the fenate, he would 
compofe a fpecch either for or againfl: him, and 
would condemn or acquit him, as he was 
pleafed or diflatisfied with his own performance. 
His delivery was not abfolutely ftrong and ani- 
mated, but impetuous : he could not keep in 
the fame place : his voice was like thunder, 
and might be heard at a great diHance. 

He likewife ftudicd arts lefs becoming his 
high ftation, and made a greater progrefs in 
them than fuited an emperor. He could lighc 
like a gladiator, dance and ling. He was fo 
fond ot mulic and dancing, that, even in pub- 
lie, he could not help accompanying the mu- 
fician with his voice, and approved or,correfted 
the actors a6i:ion by his own. He took it into 
his head once to fend in the middle of the night 
for three perfonsof Confular dignity, ordering 
them to come direftly to his palace, which they 
did, not a little affrighted. He feated them 
on a couch, and danced before them, a flute, 
and other inflruments playing, and then dif: 
appeared. He did not indeed dance publicly 
on the ftagc, as Nero afterwards did ; but it 
was thought he intended it the day he was 
killed : and that it was with that view he had 
ordered the divcrfiops to be continued all night. 
Suetonius obferves, that with this univerfal 
difpofition for all forts of excrcifes, Caiiis could 
not fwim. His cowardice perhaps prevented 
1 % it: 
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A.R.791. it : fear of the water might make him want 
A. C. 41. prefence of mind. 

What he loved, he loved to a violent de- 
gree. He was often feen to kifs the Panto- 
mime Mneflcr before a numerous audience ; 
_ . . and if, when that player was adting, it chanced 
1. 16, "* to thunder, fo that he could not hear him, 
'""• Caius would rage and ftorm againft Heaven 
and Jupiter : and If any body made the leaft 
noife, the emperor immediately fent for the 
■ delinquent, and whipped him with his own 
hand. A Roman knight, who happened to 
offend in that manner, was indeed not treated 
with quite fo much ignominy, but Calus ient 
him orders by a centurion to go direftly to 
Oftium, and deliver his difpatches to king 
Ptolomy, which, when opened, contained on- 
ly thcfc words ; " Do the bearer neither good 
** nor harm." Gladiators that pleafed him were 
made captains of his guards. He would often 
eat and fleep in the ftables belonging to the 
green faction of the Circus, which was his ^- 
vourite one. He gave a coachman two mil- 
lions of fefterces for a bafket of fruit at a de- 
fert. I have fpoken clfewhere of his madncfs 
about his horfe.' Rome was delivered from 
this frantic prince, only to fall under the yoke 
of an ideot, as I Ihall relate, firft begging the 
reader's leave to offer him the refleftion of a 
modern Writer, whofe thoughts are deep, and 
his exprcfiion ftrong. 
^^% *' Here, fays that author, let us take a view 
tau/ii of Ik, " of the ftate of human affairs. Let us ob- 
ffeimlf ** '^'^^ '" *^^ hiftory of Rome, how many 
tfiithtwL ** wars undertaken, how much blood fhed. 
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" how many nations and people deftroyed, A. 8.792. 

" what great afticns^ what triumphs, what*"^'*'* 

" policy, wifdom, prudence, conftancy, and 

** courage : a defign to invade all, io well 

'* combined, fo well carried on» and fo well 

*' executed ; to what end, but to glut and fa- 

*' tiate five or fix monfters ? what! did that 

" fenate then extirpate fo many kings, only to 

*' become at laft the lowcft flaves to fome of 

'* their own bafeft and mod unworthy ciii- 

** zens, and to annihilate itfelf by its own de- 

** crees ! too plain it is, that tnen rife but to 

•' have the greater fall ! they ftrive to increafe 

" their own power, only to fee it wrcfted from 

*' them, and turned againft them by others 

** more fortunate." 

Such is the weaknefs and mifery of human 
nature. Of fo little importance are the ob- 
je&s of our admiration in the eye of God. 
But CO return to my fubjeft. 

INTER-REGNUM. 

No prince, however bad, can be fo far for- "^^^"^ 
faken, as to have no body at all to intereft ban«> after 
themfelves for him : and Caius, well knowing ^''"/' 
how much he dcferved to be hated by the fe- senaton 
nators, the great men, and all that might be ^"f^'J^,. 
called people of any character in the ftatc, had Jans of hi. 
■ taken care at leaft to attach the foldiers and f",^'(^/f 
common people to him : the foldiers he had 59' 60. 'S' 
gained by his liberalities, and allowing them S^!?^;'^. 
a (hare of his bloody rapines : the people, by i!;. xtx, 1 
fhcws and diverfions, and by giving them corn, y^ff,'_ f^ 
meat, and food of all kinds. The (laves too, v-'. /. m 
whofe informations j^unft their mafters he ^ "^ 
I 3 was 
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A.R.793. was always ready to hear and encourage, and 
A, C. 41. who were often freed from fervitude, aiid grew 
rich by that means, were fond of Caius. Par- 
tifans and fupporters worthy a tyrant ! tfie con- 
fpirators therefore rightly judged it might be 
dangerous for them to ftiew themfelves the mo- 
ment they had killed Caius, but taking private 
and dark ways, they got out of the palace, and 
hid themfelves. - 

Their precaution was very proper. The 
Germans of the guard, hearing they were kil- 
ling the emperor, immediately ran to his af- 
fiftance fword in hand, but coming too late to 
fave him, hunted for the murderers. Ail the 
fenators who had the misfortune to fall in their 
way, acquainted or not acquainted with the 
conipiracy, became victims to their fury. 
Afpnenas, the firfl: they met, was cut to pieces. 
Norbanus -ftrove to. defend himfelf, but had 
the fame fate. Anteius fell into the foldiers 
hands, not by chance, but going out of cu- 
riofity and a defire of revenge, to fee him dead 
that had baniftied and killed his father, it coft 
him his own life : he attempted in vain to hide 
himfelf when he faw the danger ; the Germans 
malTacred him. 

. In the mean time the people in the theatre 
were in the utmoft confufion. It was fome 
time before .Caius's fate was known to them. 
Some faid he was dead, as he really was : o- 
thers gave out he was only wounded, and that 
furgeons were then founding and drefling his 
wounds : others again faid he had efcaped all 
bloody from his murderers, and was got to 
the tribunal for harangues, where he was re- 
queuing the people to do him juftice : whilft 
others 
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others igtun, ftUI iefs credulous> fufpedled the A-^- 792' 
whole to be a falfe alarm, purpofely fprcad by ^- *-• +'• 
Caius to found how the people ftood afic£ted 
Cowards him. ]n this dilemma no one dared 
go out for fear of the Germans, part of whom 
remained behind to guard the doors of the 
. theatre^ and not knowing yet exa^y what had 
pafled, threatened the gieateft violences. 

An.event of this nature co^ld not long be 
1 matter of doubt : ic .was. foon cleared up -, 
tad the fury of the Germans, when there was 
oa one to reward thepi for it, quickly fubfid- 
ed : the doors were fet open, and every one 
went about his bufinefs. 

Vinictanus did noLcfcape without difficulty. 
The public had probably got fome notion of' 
his being concerned in the plot. Clemens the 
Frstorian Pnsfedt, who, .in his heart was of 
his .way of thinkii^, took him under his pro- 
teftion : and fpeaking his mind pretty freely, 
plainly told the foldiers of the Prastorian co- 
horts, Caius was the caufe of his own death » 
and that the confpirators were Iefs to be blam- 
ed for it, than the prince himfelf, whofe con- 
duct had been fuch as had long prepared the 
fnare into which he was at laft fallen. 

Valerius Afiaticus fpoke to the people flill 
more boldly : for when the mob was all ga- 
thered tc^eiher, and with loud cries were cal- 
ling out to know who it was that had killed 
Caius, Afiaticus, raifmg his voice, ** Would 
", to the gods, faid he, it were me." This 
expreifion uttered with a refolute tone, by a 
man of his high difUnt^ipn, calmed the up- 
roar : the truth is, the people had long been 
ufed to implicit obedience. 

I 4 Caius 
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A.R.jgt. Caius being dead, and no one -fixed upon 
Thc'foifJ' '" ^"<^c^ '*''"> ^he fenate thought it a proper 
waou'to time to refume their ancient privileges. Cn. 
o^fl^rf Sentius Saturninus, and Q;^ Pomponius Se- 
sDveni- ' cundus wcfc then Confuls ; for Caius had kept 
*■**• the Confulfliip but twelve days, and Pompo- 
nius fucceeded him in it. Pomponius had 
dilhonoured himlelf by his meannefles, and by 
fervilely Bending his neck to the yoke of ty- 
ranny. Dion Caflius fays, that at a fupper a 
little before Catus's death, he being placed 
near the emperor's feet, would often ftretch 
himfelf out to kifs them. Sennus had a no- 
ble elevated mind, and came warmly into the 
fcheme of reiloring the republican liberty. 

As foon as matters were a little quiet, the 
Confuls pofted up a declaration, by which, 
after reprefcnting in the ftrongeft and molt 
odious light, Caius's perfon and government, 
they promifed a fpeedy redrefs* of all grie- 
vances, and to the foldiers ample rewards; 
ordering them all to remain quiet and peace- 
able, and wait the fenate's decilion. At the 
fame time the fcnate was convened to meet, 
not at the Julian Palace, for that they looked 
upon as a monument of their Havery, but in 
the Capicol. 

Sentius opened the meeting with a harangue 
lull of great and noble fentiments, congratu- 
lating the company on the liberty reftored the 
republic, exclaiming againfl: the tyranny they 
had fo long endured, and extolling Cherea's 
aftion to the Ikies. Such language was highly 
pleafing to the fcnators who would have reaped 
the chief advantages of reftoring the old form 
of government. Liberty was all their wifh, 
and 
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and fomc were already for abolifhing all ho-A.R.791. 
flours decreed the Ciefars, and even the me- *• ^* ♦'■ 
inory of them. 

This was more eafily propofed then executed. 
Without doubt the fenators were fenfible of 
the difficulty, and we may fuppofe thought of 
taking proper mcafures to fecure that liberty 
lb much defired, but the pofiefTion of which 
was as yet uncertain, and might vanilh in a 
moment like a dream. It would be in vain 
to look for any particulars on this occafion in 
Jofephus, tho* that hiftorian has fpoke very 
fully of Caius's death, and the confequences 
of it. We muft be fatisfied with what he Has 
thought proper to give us, and only fay, that 
the fcnatc continuing aflembled 'till late in the • 

night, Cherea came to receive the word from 
the Confuls, a thing that had not been feen 
in the memory of man. The word they gave 
was liberty^ and he carried it to the loldiers 
of the four cohorts that were in the city, who 
acknowledget^ the fenate's authority. 

Cherea was the foul of all : it was he too ci>"<* 
that ordered Cafonia and her daughter to be cilui') w]fo 
killed'. He would have no remains of the ty- "»^ •'"«'>- 
rants's family, and thought his work but li^lf idiioL 
done whilft Caius's wife and daughter lived. 
Several of the confpirators did not think like 
him i to murder a woman and a child feemed 
to them a low and cowardly deed, nor did they 
think it juft to make Csefonia bear the penalty 
of Caius's crimes. But* Cherea, with the 
greater number, intifted Caius's crimes were 
Cselbnia's ; that flie had vitiated his reafon by 
-philters, and was the real caufe of his phrenfy, 
and of all the ills the ftate had fuficred. Their 
fentiment 
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A.R- 793' fentiment prevailed, and the tribune Lupos 
A. C. -fi- yfg^ ordered to put it in execution. He woa 
pitched upon bccaufe he was related to Clemens. 
The Prastorian Prxfe^t was by his means to be 
implicated, ac kaft in the laft a£t of ctuifpi' 
racy, as he had gone no farther in the firft 
and chief, than to with it well and pray for it. 
. Lupus found Cfiefonia over Caius*s body, 
renting her grief, fmeared with bloody and 
bathed in tears ; her daughter by her on the 
floor. In her grief fte repeated inceflantly that 
Caius would not believe no*, and that Ihe had 
often told him what would happen ; whether 
it be, that flie had advifed him to behave other- 
wife, and he had rejefted her council ; or that 
fufpefting -fome confpiracy was on foot, flie 
had endeavoured to prevail on him to take pre* 
cautions he had negledled. 

The moment (he faw Lupus enter the room, 

fhe gueiTed his buQnefs by his looks, and pre.- 

fenting her brcfft, bid him flirikc. She fuf* 

fered death with a conftancy that would hivs 

done honour to a more virtuous life. The 

child was killed.after the mother, and Lupus 

- went to give Cherca an account how he had 

executed his orders. 

3!Ji h«f,^ Hitherto the fcnate. had afted as if they had 

tmpeiDr. ^bcfin to difp<Me of the government. Perhaps 

they had a right fo to do ; but force was to 

decide it. The foldicrs did not chufe tore-' 

ceive laws from the fenate, and foon obliged 

that body,, infinitely refpe<fiable, but unarmed, 

to yield to them. 

This was the firft divifion that had happen- 
ed between the fenate and army, fince the new- 
form of government introduced by Augultus. 
In 
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In the continuation of chts hiftory we fhall A-R-ygi; 
meet with it often, and fee what dreadful dif- ^- ^- +'* 
orders it occafioned. As in the republican 
times, the power of the fenate was often coun- 
terbalanced and furmounted by that of the peo- 
ple i fo under the emperors, or rather during 
thofe intervals that the empire was vacant, the 
foldiers were rivals and avowed enemies to the 
fenate. The power of the Roman emperors 
was, as every one knows, originally military. 
The army remembered it well. They would 
never have -but one head to the ftate, and that 
head was to ba no other than their commander 
in chief. Such was their refolution on the oc- 
cflijon we are now fpe^ing of. 

Whilft the fenate was deliberating, the of- 
ficers and foldiers c^ the Praetorian cohorts 
held likewife their Councils. They had not 
yet forgot the dreadful diflenfions and horrid 
civil wars a republican form of government 
had occafioned, and which they had felt no- 
thing of fmce the empire had been governed 
by one man. For which reafon they were all 
bent on monarchy. But befides they were 
fcnfible it was not confident with their intereft 
to-let the fenate give them a mailer, and that 
they would be more favoured and refpe&ed by 
a prince who fliould owe his throne to them. 
In Ihort, their attachment to the family of 
the Csefars would not fuffer them to think of 
beftowing the empire elfewhere. In that fa- 
mily they could hardly think of any other 
than Claudius, brother to Germanicus, and 
uncle to Caius. But as to him, he was very 
far from dreaming of the empire, 

Claudius, 
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AJ1.79Z. Claudius, exceOively timid, and as fuU of 
A. C. 41. fear as he was void of ambition, when he faw 
ciatidiBs'u the emperor, his nephew, aflaOinated juft un- 
the wnpire. ^„ his cycs, tfiought of nothing but how to 
hide himrclf. He ran up to the top of the 
palace, and there getting behind a door con- 
cealed himfelf in the hangings, A private 
foldier, called Gracus, running about, either 
in queft of the aflaffins, or to fee what he 
could plunder, going accidentally into the 
room where Claudius was, perceived his feet 
hang out. Curious to fee who was hid there, 
he drew near, and lifted up the tapeftry. Clau- 
dius, frightned out of his wits, thought riiey 
were going to kill him, and threw himfelf at 
the foldier's feet, who, knowing him, diredHy 
faluted him emperor ; Gratus was foon joined 
by other foldiers. They put Claudius into a 
litter, and as his own lUves had all ran away 
thro' fear, themfelves took him on their fhoul- 
ders, and carried him crofs the Forum to- 
wards their camp. Claudius looked fo me- 
lancholy and affrighted, that many who faw 
him thus carried to the Praetorian camp, pitied 
his fate, concluding they were going to put 
him 10 death. 

It was a long time before he could recover 
himfelf ; and the Confuls having fent a tri- 
bune of the people to defire his company at 
the meeting of the fenate I have juft been 
fpcaking oT, he anfwered, he could not go, 
for that he was. with-held of neceffity and by 
force. He fpcnt the night in the camp. 

The face of affairs next day gave him fome 

encouragement.. The people had joined the 

Praetorians, and would have Claudius for their 

emperor. 
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emperor. The fenatewas greatly perplexed, A.R.7gr. 
having on their fide only the four cohorts that *'• 
wer& within the City, nor was their fidelity 
to be abfolutely depended on. 

They made however one effbrt more, fend- 
ing * two more tribunes of the people to Clau- 
dius, exhoriing him not to oppofe the public 
liberty and welfare, but to fubmit to the laws, 
afiuring him he {hould enjoy every honour and 
prerogative a citizen could poflefs in a free city. 
The deputies acquitted themfclves very ill of 
their commiJIiont for feeing what forces Clau- 
dius was backed by, they went beyond their or- 
ders i adding to what they were dire&ed to fay, 
that if he infifted on the empire, he would ac- 
quire it more legally by receiving it from the 
unate. 

The Praetorians found if they flood firm 
the fenate would be brought to their terms : 
and Claudius encouraged by them, and by 
king Agrippa, whom Jofephus makes f a 
man of great importance on this occafion, 
anfwered, " He was not at all fuiprifed to find 
•* the fenate, after being fo ill uied under the 
** late emperors, fear being governed by one 
." man. That he hoped to give them a better 

. * Utitbtr Suttoniui mr a littU htjcndlhtJiriS haundi 

Jtfepbui/ptak tacb of tbim sf truth, ia tahet ht rtlatti 

b»t af ant dtfatathn, bitt laaetrnirtg Agrippa. For tx- 

•oiilbfodifftTtntciTtiaBftantci, amfU, bt/ayi, that iiitg ef 

1 thsKght I night reafemaklf the ytvii •was inwttd £)r ibi 

fiifpefe tbim l-wa. Jtisati It tbiir metliirg, that 

t 1 Jjnai in ibii matatr, thty afitdbis eitiict, and dc 

leeau/i I afprthtni, ln-vt ef fultd him tt Claudius. 7bi- 

hit awx eauntrj may have ear. Raman fenalt •wai net u/ed tt 

ritdyB/tfhut »n this tteafion bifiawfiKbhaMuriufunkingi. 

The 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIc 



ia« HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.792. ** opinion of it by the mild 'and moderate ufe 
A. C. 41. (( he ftiould make of the fupreme power. That 
" he would have only the name, whilft the 
*< reality Ihould be in common with the fena- 
*' tors and himfelf. That they might depend 
** on his wordi for which his conduct hitherto 
** could vouch." 

The fenate's deputies returned with this an- 
fwer i and Claudius took poffeflion qf the em- 
pire, the foldiers fwearing fidelity and obedi- 
ence to him. He promifed to give them fif- 
■ iM>;. teen thoufand * fefterces a man, and the offi- 
cers in proportion. He was die firft of the 
Cxfars that in a manner purchafed the empire ; 
a contagious example, that became a neceffity 
to his fucceflbrs, and was in proccfs of time 
carried to a moll fcandalous and fatal length. . 
T^e^te Courage, as well as ftrei^th, forfook the 
KbnDw- fenators ; fo that when the Confuls convened 
ledge bim. the whole body to meet in the temple of Ju- 
piter the avenger, no more than a hundred of 
them came. Whilft they were confulting, 
or rather whilft they knew not what to refolve 
on, the foldiers of the cohorts within the city, 
cried out they would have an emperor : but ^ 
not to feem at once to betray the cauJie they 
had at firft efpoufed, left the choice of that 
emperor to the fenate. There were not want- 
ing among the fenators perfons more worthy 
to reign than Claudius, and who had ambition 
enough to afpire at it: Vinictanus and Valerius 
Afiaticus were of that number. But ,Cherea 
and the other confplrators, obftinately zealous 
for liberty, oppofed with all their might the 
election of an emperor : fo that the fenate was 
in the utmoft perplexity, being able neither to 
follow 
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follow their own inclinations, becaufe the fol-A.R,792. 
diers were againft it, nor to fatisfy the foldiers ■*■ ^' +'- 
CD Cberea's account. 

That brave tribune did all he poflibly could 
to bring back to the caufe of liberty the co- 
horts that were defcrting it. He attempted ■ 
to harangue them, but they refufed to hear 
him. " Well, faid he to them, fince you wiU 
*' have an emperor, go take the word from 
*' Eutyches the coachman." This Eutyches 
was one of the green fatftion in the Circus, 
and had been a prodigious favourite with Cams. 
Cherea wanted to Ihkme the foldiers, by re- 
proaching them with their fubmiiTion to men 
of fo defpicable a rank. He went fo far as to 
fay he would bring them Claudius's head, and 
that afKr having dethroned fury, he would 
never let ftupidity reign in its place. All was 
to no purpofe. A foldier, more mucinous 
than the reft, cried out, *' Friends, what mad- 
** nefs would it not be in us to draw our fwords 
f< againft our comrades, and cut one anothers 
** throats, whilft we have an emperor related 
** to the whole family of the Cjefars, and who 
** cannot be accufed of any bad thing." This 
exhortation determined them all, and fetting 
up their ftandards they took the road to the 
Fnetorian camp, refolving to acknowledge 
Ckudius for their emperor. 

The fenators were then forced to do the 
lame. They nude a decree by which all titles 
%A fovereign power were given to Claudius, 
and the Confuls at their head, went to pay 
him a homage, which, tho* late, and forced, 
was kindly received, aod he procei5ted them. 
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A.R. 792. not without difficulty, from the infoience and 

A. C. 41. violence of the foldiers. 

cbrretii After this he went to the palace, where he 

pnttodtuh. fui^jtnoncd his friends to meet to confdit what 
was proper to be done with Cherea. All una- 
nimoully prufed his aftion. Caius was fo dc- 
tefted that every one thought killing him was 
doing the republic a fignal fervice : and in all 
the difturbances that followed his death, not 
one, great or fmall, foldier or citizen, thou^C 
of revenging it. But the murder ot a. 
prince is a crime his fuccelTor never ^Is to 
punifli, for his own fafety. We have Juft 
feen how Cherea threatened Claudius himfelf: 
and that was, according to Dion Calfius, the 
pretence made ufe of to order his death ; as if 
there had been occafion for any pretence, as 
things were circumftanced. Lupus, who killed 
Cxfonia and her daughter, was condemned 
with him. 

Cornelius Satnnus, feeing all loft, exhorted 
Cherea to prevent his execution by a voluntary 
death : and fuch a ftep, fo agreeable to the 
maxims of Pagan generofity and greatnefs of 
miiid, feemed peculiarly adapted to Cherea's 
character : but he would not do it on any ac- 
count ; telling Sabinus he was willing to put 
Claudius to the trial. But when his death was 
ordered, he fufFered it with Hrmnefs and re- 
folution, and his head was ftruck off* at one 
blow. Lupus, on the contrary, fearful and 
irrefolute, trembled fo, that the executioner 
was obliged to ftrike feveral times, fo that, 
without avoiding death, he only prolonged 
and increafed the pangs of it. Sabinus, whofe 
pardon was offered him, killed himfelf. 

Cherea 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIe 



INTER-REGNUM. BOOK VII. 129 

Cherea left behind him a great name: heA.R.792. 
was univerfally regretted : and when the feafts, ■*■ ^- 4'- 
inftituied to appeafe the manes of the dead, 
were celebrated the February following, the 
people made, honourable mention of him, be- 
feeching him to forgive the ingratitude with 
which they had returned his benefadtion. 

Caius, on the contrary, was as much de- pemondr*- 
teftcd dead as he had been living. The ho-.fic"i^'',^[^ 
nours of a public funeral were denied him, Caim.fter 
The confpirators. having left bts body on the ;fif^. ^„. 
fpot where they killed him •, it remained in chat ^?- *!?: 5" 
Condition unheeded by any that had belonged 59''' ^' 
to him, till a ftrahger, king Agrippa, had it 
removed and laid -on a bed. Thence it was 
carried privately to a garden belonging to one' 
of his country-feats, where a pile was creftcd 
in hade, and his body, but half burni> was 
thrown into a ditch that was hardly covered 
oVer. again. His fifters, Agrippina and Julia, 
when they returned from exile, thought 
it a difgrace to them to have their brother's re- 
mains lay in that condition. His body was 
taken up again by their order, entirely burnt, 
and put into the ground with fome ceremony. 
The-fenatc would have branded his memory, 
had they not been prevented by Claudius. His ^"- '- ^«' 
name was howercr fupprefled, as well as Ti- 
berius's, in the Iblemn oaths that were taken 
every year. They wiflied to be able to aboliih 
entirely the memory of that horrid prince-, 
and the fenate ordered all bis copper coin to 
be melted down, again. 

Vol. in. K BOOK 
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CLAUDIUS. 

S E C T. I. 

De/criptioH cf QauMus, and his tifty hrfare Be 
was raiftd to the empre. His moderation «« 
the beginmtig of bis reign. Amit^. Proof*. '. 
ef Claudius's good nature. He ahol^s the 
iawrelati^to high treafan. His rtfpe& for 
tbefexate. His deference to. the magifiraUs.. , 
His modeftf in every thing relating to his per- V 
fon and family. His conduii in ^ reJpeSfs di- 
reSIly oppofite to Caiu^s, He is extremely h- 
loved iy the people. Claudius governed hy bis 
. wives tatd freemen. Idea ef Me^lina, Pau- 
, &j, Narcijfasy and Califius his chief freemen. 
. ^heir enormous power. JuHa, doubter t&. 
GertitanicuSy iaaijhed^ and afterwards pui t» 
death. Seneca banified. A* account of hit 
Ufe. His family. His tum for fhic philo- ■ 
fophy. His aufierity. His elo^ttente^ sfwhat 
kind. His poetical works. His fondnefs of- ; 
fludy. His badflate of health. He had been 
§^fior before he was banifhed. He bears his 
difgrace at firft with refolutisn and fortitude. 
But dees not keep up that charaSer. War in 
CermaiTf. Galba refiores difcipline- among the 
troops. 
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■ troops. Mauritama reduced into a Roman 
. previnct. Claudius's liberalities to feveral 

hngSf and farlitularfy to Agrippa. He fa- 
vours tie Jews. Claudius's fecend Confiilfiip. 

. Ettamples of bis moderation. Sirtb of Britan- 
mtus. Fine faying of Claudius with regard 
ta tbefe be employed in the government of Pro- 
vince. His cart ef the public -welfare. A 
barhour formed at the moutb of the i'iber. A 
fea monfter drone en the fhore. Ap. Silanus 
is put to deatb. Revolt and death of Camilius 
Scriivniamts. StriH enquiries made concernit^ 
tie revolt. Deaths of Aria and Petus. Re- 
marks on Aria. Salvers condemned to Me for 
bteoing kiUed their officers who <^fied Camil- 
las. Claudius is fond of judging^ and makes 
bimfelf contemptible by it. Imi/hfifltncy of Clau- 

- ^uis conduH with regard to the rights ef Ro- 
man citizens, and the dignity of fenaters. Some 
laudable things. Sundry regulations and cuf- 

■ toms of Claudius. The Lycians deprived of 
their liberty. DeaHb in Rjme, eccafioned by 
Me^alina and the freemen. Ji^Jfalina's abo- 
minable lewdnefs. Death of Julia-, daughter 
tcDrufuSt fon of Tiberius. Death. ef Paffiemu, 
poifoned by his wife j^rippina. Particulari-' 
ties relating ta that orator. Part of Britain 
conquered, 

WE hare hitherto had fo little occafion J^J|^ 
to fpeak of Claudius, that, tho* grand indh1<il«^ 
nephew to Aueuftas, nephew to Tiberius, and '>«'o«,^'v 
uncle to Caligula, he is a kiod oi new perio- u the ui;- 
lu^ in this hiftory, whom it may not be p""- 
amifs to be A little acquainted wlthi before we 
enter on the erents of his tetgn. 

K 2 Claudius, 
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Claudius, fecond ion of Drufus and AnCo- 
nia, was born at Lyons the firit of Auguft in 
tiie year of Romie 742, whilft his father was 
gaining great glory in the German war. He 
was named Ti. Claudius Drufus. In after-dnucs 
inftead of the firname Drufus he took that of 
Germafiicus, to which, when emperor, he added 
Cxfar, tho' it did not belong to the Julian 
family either by birth or adoption. He is 
known in hiftory by his family name ClauMus. 
His infancy was fo ~weak and fickly, that 
he never got over the imprcBions it made both 
on his body, -and more efpecially his mind ; 
for he remained all his life fo ftupid, that he 
was incapable of application or bufinefsof any 
kind. He had not fenfe enough to conduft 
himfelf} and vilien no longer under the care 
of his tutors, there was a neceffity of continu- 
ing him a long time under a governor, who 
led him like a child. 

A mild education would have been very ne- 

ceflary for fo weak and timid a child, who in 

the main did not want underftanding. He 

went through his Itudies tolerably well, and 

Smi. Clad, acquired a competent knowledge of the Greek 

**' **" and Roman authors : nay, he was an author 

himfelf, and by LJvy's advice wrote the hif- 

tory of his own times j not indeed with judg- 

Ttt.^K. ment, tho' his ftile was not altogether void of 

ant. J. elegance. In what difcourfes he compofed 

whilft emperor, on fuch matters as occurred, 

his diftion was pure and corred. If therefore 

care had been taken to reprefent mildly to him 

whatever he did amifs, one might have hoped 

to correft what was more faulty in him, and 

perhaps have fuccceded fo far, as to enable. 

him 
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him to appear with decency. But he had the 5"'- ^"^ 
fate of moft children to wliom nature has not *' '* 
been bountiful ; to be treated harOily by all 
that came near him. His mother, tho' in 
other refpet^s a wife and judicious princefs, 
ufed to call him a manmonjier, a piece of a 
ma»t fpoilt in the making j and l^peaking of any 
one that was filly or wanted fenfe, be is more 
fiupid, Ihe would fay, than wy fon Claudus. 
His grandmother Livia, naturally hard and 
haughty, always treated him with great con- 
tempt, and feldom would vouchfafc even to 
fpeak to him ; or if ftie did think proper " to 
give him any piece of advice, it was in writing, 
and couched in three or four words, fharp and 
viruleht j or by ordering fomebody clfe to tell 
him. His governor was ,a bruiifh fellow, 
, whole trade had been to drive horfcs, and who 
could never lay afide, when with his pupil, 
the furlincfs and rufticity of his firft calling. 
So that all things confpired to make Claudius 
worfe, and to ftifle the few fparks of fenle and 
reafon nature had beftowed on him. 

Auguftus only, who was but his great un- 
cle, was kind to him. We have a letter of 
that prince's ftill remaining, in which he tells 
Livia, he would make Claudius fup every night 
at his table, during her abfence, that he might 
not be left alone with his preceptor. In ano.. 
ther letter of his to Livia he expreflcs a fatif- 
faftion mixed with furprife, on account of a 
declamation in which Claudius had fucceeded 
very well. . 

But as to pufhing him forward, or ratftng 

him to honours, like his brother Germanicus, 

that Auguftus never could think of doing, tot 

K 3 . fear 
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SM.'Aye- fear of cxpofing him to lau^ter, or bditg 
xeXflKuip- laughed at himfclf for it. And indeed Clau- 
^'i'li dius's perfon was fit only to excite laughtn*. 
He ftcNod aukwardly on his legs, wd when he 
walked, hobbled and tottered indecently : his 
head and hands fliook, his lau^ was that of 
an ideoc, and the mOEnent he grew angr^ his 
mouth would foam, his voice grow hoarie and 
hollow, and he could not articulate a word 
pldn. He had no notion of decency and de- 
corum, of the value of words, nor of doing 
W faying any thing properly. Auguftus was 
ib afraid of his filluiefst that pcrmittii^ htm, 
at Livia's requeft, to perform fome function 
of very tittle confequence at the games in ho-> 
Dour of Mars, it was, on condition fomebody 
Ihould be there to direft and have an eye over 
him, fer fear he Ihould do fomething foolilh 
or ridiculous. For thefe reafons he never rais*d 
him above the llation of a Roman knight, 
granting him, as his only decoration, the dig-< 
Iiity of augur : and in his will did not name 
him to fucceed, but in the third rank, and 
with feveral others no ways related to his fa- 
mily ; nor did he leave htm any more than a 
• «4oo I. legacy of • eight hundred thoufand fefterces. 
His uncle Tibnius behaved in the fame man- 
ner to him. When follicited to promote him 
to honours, all he wouki do was to give him- 
the ornaments of ConfuU and when Claudius, 
not content with a bare outiide Ihew, b^ged 
for Ibmething more, fome real m^tflracy, 
Tiberius, for anfwer, fent him * forty pieces 

• Tbt piete cf geld luat eo^jxtatjj tie fartj ptteti 
nvorth ttcry littU, mart than inert equal ta ahut twenty 
ktUf a gidttta ef ear meatj, gu'ineai. 

of 
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of gold to divert himfelf with during the Sa- . 
turnaiia •. From that time Claudius, defpalr- 
Ing ever to obtain the honours his birth entitled 
him to, took to a private life, fpending all his 
time in his gardens near Rome, or at a coun- 
try-feat he had in Campania ; and in confe- 
quence of his low way of thinking, got ac- 
quainted with the meaneft fort of people, men 
of profligate lives and bad morals, who foon 
plunged him into debauchery. Wine, gaming, 
and women, became his fole occupation, and 
made him ftill more defpicable than his ftupi- 
dicjr. 

Some refpcA was however paid him, on ac- 
<»unt of the name he bore, when he made his 
appearance in the Circus or Theatres. Twice 
the Roman knights chofe him their deputy 
and fpeaker before the fenate and Confuls. 
The fenate, had they not been prevented by 
Tiberius, would have received him into their 
body, and given him the rank of Conful. Ih 
fiiort, we have feen how Tiberius himfcif, hav- 
ing dcftroyed almofl: all his family, had fomc 
thoughts of naming him his fucceffor ; and 
when he laid afide that defign, on account of 
hts imbecility, at leall he fhewed fome regard 
towards him in his will, and by recommend- 
ing to the army, the fenaK and Roman peo- 
ple, all that IJelonged to him, and more par- 
ticularly Claudius, to whom he left two mil- 
lions of fcfterccs. (16,000/.) 

His fortune varied greatly under Caligula. 
That young emperor, ftudying at firft to gain 
the people's hearts, made his uncle a fenator, 

» 7bi Satprjialia amoag the Romant anjwtrtd to cur Car' 
mival. 

K 4 and 
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and Conful with hlmlelf. A fecond Conful- 
Ihip was defined Claudius, to be entered on 
after an interval of four years. He prefided 
fcveral times over the games inftead of Caius, 
and all that were prefent honoured him with 
acclamations, wilhing a thoufand profperities 
to the emperor's uncle, Germanicus's brother. 

But thefe applaufes foon vanilhed, and were 
fucceeded by mockery and inl'ults. Caius laid 
himfclf no longer under any reftraint towards 
his uncle, than he did cowards the whole.em- 
pire. Claudius became his may-game : a page 
could not have thought of more tricks than 
he did, to divert himfelf at the expence of that 
weak prince. If Claudius happened to come 
a little late to the emperor's lupper, all the 
guefts placed themfeives fo that he could find 
no room, and made him go quite round the 
cable before they vouchfafed to receive him. 
"When he fell afieep after dinner, as he fre- 
quently did, for he flept but little in the night, 
they would flioot olive or other fruit (tones ac 
liim ; and fomerimes the buffoons would whip 
him, or rap his fingers with a ferula to a- 
wake him ; or clap a pair of Ihoes on his 
hands, that when , he awaked, and went to 
rub his eyes, he might rub the flioes ovef 
his face. 

He met with accidents of a more ferious na- 
ture too, and was more than once in danger 
from a prince not lefs cruel than outrage- 
ous. Some things of that nature have been 
taken notice of in the foregoing book : but 
befides thofe, Claudius being ordered to fee 
the ftarues of Nero and Drufus, Caius's elder 
brothers, fct up in their proper places, and do- 
ing 
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h)g it with his ufual negligence, he was very 
Dear being depofed with ignominy. After that, 
he was perpetually plagued with accufati^ms a- 
gainft him, often made by people of his own 
houfhold. One of his flaves had the impu- 74- "^ 
dcnce to accufe him of a capital crime. The *^ ** 
aSaif was proceeded in, and Caius would be 
his judge: nor did he fpare him, but becaufe 
he held him in too much contempt to fear him. 
A will, to which he had fubfcribed as witnels, 
.was decreed forged, and fct afidc. I havtSMu 
already faid how Caius received him in Gaul, 
when he went there at the head of the fenate's 
deputation. From that time he was tgnomi- 
nioufly reduced to vote in the fenate the laft of 
all of Confular rank. Such was the man, def- 
picable and defpifed to the higheft degree, who 
\vas to be raifed to the empire i that nothing 
might be wanting to humble the Roman pride 
moft completely. 

Caius Augustus IV. A.R.7qz. 

Cn. Szntius Saturninus. A.C.41. 

Claudius raifed to fovereignty, by an event h» '?«*«»- 
in which, as we have feen, himfetf had no [;!5™i„'^rf 
fharc -, behaved, atfirft,.wilh a moderation ^' ««^ 
fuiting his charafter. There are vices which ,^i,. 
fuppofe and require genius : Claudius had not'O'*-'-"* 
enough of that to be either ambitious or hig^ 
minded. 

When he received the titles of honour of- 
fered him by the fenate, he declined that of, 
Father of the Cmntryy which however he took 
afterwards v but never would ufe the pre-name 
of Imferaior. 

He 
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A R.79t. He granted a generil a£t of pardon fdr ^f 

^;;^^^+' ■ that had happened during the two days of tfou- 

ble and conhifion preceding that oti which tha 

Ibnate at left contented to acknowledge hitn % 

snd he t^ferved it punctually. None vrttc 

punifhed but thofe principally conceHied in 

Caius's death. He would fuller no penjuifi- 

tioni CO be nude, dther concerning ftich as had 

omfpired agunft his predeceflbr» or thofe that 

had opposed hie own elevation. Men whom 

he might have looked upon as rivals and coti- 

£uFrcnts» fince they had been thought oS foi- 

emperor irifte&d of him, not only had nothing 

to fetu' from his refentment, but were loaded 

Smtt.GtH. with his favours. He always treated Galba, 

>■ who then commanded the ledons in Lower 

Gerniany, as a friend, tho' Gaiba had beea 

ftrongly preffed to think of the empire, when 

Caius'k ckath was firft known. Valerius Afia- 

ticus obtuned a fecond Confullhip ; and if he 

perilhed, it was owing to the treachery of 

MelTalina and VitelliuB. Vimcianus might 

have enjoyed his rank and life in peace, had 

he not rendered himfelf guilty, and deferved 

death, by aflbciating with Camillus Scribonia- 

nus to dethrone the emperor. Claudius had 

no gall s and thofe who had infulted him when 

weak and Httle, had nothing to fear from him 

wlicn emperor, if they did not provoke him 

1^ new cOTcnccs. 

Proefiof He fliewed his good-nature by the honoufs 

50^°" he paid to the memories of all the princes and 

saiun. i»-ince(res of his family, tho* in the main he 

had no great reafon to be very fond of them. 

His moft fotemn and facred oath was to fwcar 

by the genius of Augultus. He caufed divinb 

honours 
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honours to be decreed Livia, in which he wu' A.R.79a. 
undoubtedly guilty of impiety, tho' he had *■ **• ♦*• 
the advantage of fhewing greater gratitude to^ 
wards a grandmodicr, always hard-hearted ta 
him, than Tiberius had done towards his own 
motiwr, to whom he owed the empire. Clau- 
dius inftituted feafts in honour of his fathet 
Druiiis, his mother Antonia, his brother Ger- 
manicuB,not fbrgettingMarkAntonyhis grand- 
father, whofe memory had been branded bf 
(0 mahy decrees of the fenate. He finilhed a 
triumphal arch b^an m honour of Tiberius, 
that had been left imperfect. And laftly, tha* 
be might think it his duty to annul and abro- 
gate all orders and laws made by Caius, yet 
he would not fufFer the day on which that 
odious prince was killed, to be numbered a- 
moDg the days of feftivity and rejoicing, not- 
whhftanding it was that of his own acceT- 
£an to the empire. He likewife recalled his 
nieces who had been baniihed by their tn^her, 
and returned them their cftates that had been 
forfeited. 

He abcJiflied the law relating to high trea* hciIwiian 
fon, fo tremendous under Tiberius and Caius, ud^w"' 
and (et at liberty all that were detained in pri- i^b>> mi>iM 
fon on that tyrannical pretence. 

He Ihewed a great refpe£t for the fenate, »• nfp«a 
whofe authority he dofircd the fanftion of in '^^'^ 
all he did of any importance. For atfdrs that 
required difpatch and were of lefs moment, he 
revived the privy council, ioftituted hf Au- 
guftus, but difufed from the time erf Tifcferius*s 
retreat to Caprea. As fear operated ftrongly 
on him, Caius's death, and the fenate's delibe- 
rations ^ainft himlolf, left fuch an in^reflion 
of 
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^.R.791. of dread and terror, that, during the firft thirty- 
A. R. 41. jjyg of [lis being emperor, he dared not enter 
the leoatc houfe ; and when he did go atter that, 
he was always efcorted by the Prjetorian Prae- 
feft, and fomc tribunes of his guards ; tho* 
not till be had firft alked and obtained the fc-> 
nate's leave. 
Ki itb- Such was his deference to the msgiftrates„ 
'" '*" that if the Confuls in the fenate rofe from their 
feats to come near to fpeak to him, he rofe 
too, and went to meet ihcm. He would join 
the Prxtors, and fit with them as an afliftanc 
judge only. The tribunes of the people wait- 
ing on him at his tribunal, on fome occafiona 
he made his excufes to them, that the plaCe 
was fo narrow he could not defue theni to fit 
down. 

In every thing relating to his perfon and fa- 
mily, he obferved all the modcfty of a private 
man. He inftituted no games nor feafts for 
his birth-day. Far from giving into Caius's 
facrilegious follies, he forbid any one adoring 
or offering up facrifices to him. He fuppreffed 
thofe indecent acclamations cuftom had intro- 
duced in the fenate, fo unbecoming the gra-r 
vity of that refpeftablc body. But thatcuftotn, 
founded on flattery, prevailed again in after 
times, and hiftorians have given us fuch in- 
ftances, as fuHiciently juftify Claudius's con- 
tempt of it. The triumphal drefs was decreed 
him to be worn whenever he alTifted at their 
games. He put it on on fome particular occafir 
ons} but more ufually was drenedonly in a robe 
bordered with purple, like ail other magif- 
trates. He would fuffer no more than three 
ftatues to be erefted to him, faying it was an 
idle 
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idle expcnce, and inconvenienc in aH public AJt, 79z> 
places or buildings. ■*• C. 4«. 

He had two daughters ; Antonia, by j£]ia, 
«fid the melancholy Oftavia, known by her * 
misfortunes only. He married the eldeft to 
Cn. Pompeius, whom he permitted to reaJTume 
the rurname of Magnus or Great, which Caius 
had taken from him. The youngeft was be- 
trothed in ber cradle co L. Silanus. Thefe al- " 
liances were very proper according to the cuf-. 
toms of the Romans, who acknowledged no 
nobility but that .of their own nation. What 
I would obferve is, that the ceremonies were 
performed without any ftiew, or pomp, or 
public rejoicings. The courts of juflice were 
open as ufual, the fenate met, and Claudius 
took his feat, and gave judgment, as at other 
tiroes. His fons-in-law had however no rea- 
fon to complain that he neglected their pro- 
motion. • They were treated juft as the young 
princes of the Imperial blood had been by Au- 
gultus and Tiberius, and were allowed to ftand 
candidates for poAs and employments, five 
years before the age prefcribed by law. 

Claudius ftudied to behave in a manner HttcMriiift 
quite oppofite to what Caius had done, and f^^^. 
openly declared how much he difapproved of nenj *7r». 
that mad prince's government. He abolifhed ^^•,. 
the new taxes, burnt the two memorials I 
have fpoken of, intitled the Sword and Dagger^ ■ 
and put to death the freeman Protogenes who 
kept them. He ordered all the papers, of 
which Caius had burnt copies, whilft he care- 
fully kept the originals, to be brought him. 
The authors, or thofe who wpre accufed, were 
to read and examine them, after which they 
I were 
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tii-79>- were ill burnt in their prefonce. I hare al- 
C- 4*' ready faid, Claudius would not fufier the fc- 
nate to brand the memory of hii predeceSir i 
but he had all his ftatues taken away in one 
night. He fupprefled the cultom of new years 
^m, which was become a pcrie£l plunder aad 
ra^nne un<fer Caiui. A ftranger to all low and 
fordid intercft } he forbid every one that had 
relations making him their heir ; and evea in* 
demnified fcveral families for what they had 
fuffered under the two laft rewns, by witls 
made through fear or flattery. Cities had the 
ftatues of their gods, taken away and carried 
to Rome by Caius's orders, rsltored them. In 
a word, dctefting, with all honeft men, the 
furies of that tyrant, he took, care to fpare his 
memory fo far only as the dignity of the lni<- 
perial family, and the prerogatives of foverei^ 
authority were nearly concerned. 
tit ii pat- No wonder if fudi a conduift made Ctaa- 
^^]!ra- <^<u greatly beloved in the banning of his 
V^ reign. The ^p)e perfeAly adored him ; 

aid a report being fpread that he had been af- 
lafTtnated as he was going to Oftium, the mob 
grew outrageous, and acci^ed the ibldiras of 
trealbn, and the fenate of parridde, and would 
have raifed a violent iedition, if feveral pep* 
fons had not ^ken to them 1^ the ma^^ 
trates order, asunng riiem pofitively, that the 
emperor was alive, and returning honie. 
Ctaftttgo- The reft of his life was far from being of 
bl. wi^ a. pece with thefe laudable b^innings. Too 
■od fi«. common a change, of which almoft every new 
""** reign affords but too fure an example. What 
ii Angular in this is, that that was no tftifice, 
no difguife isx the conduA by which Claudiua 
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^ firft gaiped all that popular favout aod ef- A-^- ?»«• 

teem. He was naturally inclined to do good* ^ *'" *** 

apd tncwable of difiembtiog. But vfhat can 

the good inclinations of a weak mind avail* 

agunlt the afcendant of the wicked continually oh. 

praftifuig upon it ? Claudius was mad« to be 

governed. Frpm his infancy he had been ufed 

to implicit obedience to his grandmother LJvia, '-' 

his mother Antonia, and the freenpea that 

^uld have been his fervants. Accuftomed ca 

live under the direftioa of women and valctf, 

he continued to do when emperor, what he 

had done all his life before : and his reign wa$ 

properly the reign, firft of Mcffalinar and new /- 

of Agrippina on one hand, and on she other, " *^ 

of Pallas; Narciffus,' Calliftus/ Polybiui*' 

Felix, ■^and a pack of other mifcreant freemen.. 

Claudius, when he came to the empire, was uaafhbr- 
married to the famous Mel&lina,''daughtcr of ^'ctaA 
Valerius Meflala Barbatus, his CQufm german. *6. ' 
Every one is acquainted with the diffolatc 
life that princefs led : but they do not form 
a right i(ka of her, unlefg to her lafciviouf- 
ixe(s they add cruelty: and fuch cruelty as made 
her fhed the noblelt blood of Rome to gratify 
her jeajoufy and revenge. 

The three moft powerful of Claudius's free- Paii..,K«. 
men were, his treafurer Fallas,''Narcj0us''hia^'^"''^j^ 
fecretary, aad Callil3;us,'Vhole bufinc^ was tOctucfr^- _ 
receive all petitions to the emperor. Wc fhall ™'o,,^. 
have opportunities enough to dcfcribe the two 18, "j?. 
firft in the courfe of this hiftory. I IhaU only ^f^;'^. 
mention here what Pliny fays, that ^cy were /«.«..' 
richer than Craffus had ever been i ami that ^^"•"*»« 
Claudius complaining one day of the poverty 
of the imperial treafury, was anfweced, he 
would 
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A.R. 79*. would be rich enough if two of his freemen 

*^^' 4'- would divide their fortunes with him. 

j^ Calliftus, who was as rich as they, had been 

freeman to Caius : and from that time inli- 

nuated himfelf into Claudius's favour, at the 

fame time that he entered into the confpiracy 

againfk his patron and emperor. When Caius 

was killed, Calliftus made Claudius believe 

be had faved his life -y and that being ordered 

to poifon him, he had invented pretences to 

avoid doing it. Whoever forms a juft notion 

of Caius, will hardly think this ftory probable, 

yet Claudius believed it, and accordingly put 

die higheft truft in Calliftus. 

*^*-47' One may judge of the infolence of that 

freeman, by an inftance Seneca tells us he was 

cye-witnefs of. " I have feen, fays he, Callif- 

" tus's old mafter ftand waiting at his door. 

** That mafter fold him as a ufelefs (lave he 

** would not keep in his houfe % and Callilhis, 

" to be even with him, fhut him out of his, 

** whiiftothers were admitted." ■ 

That tim- To thefe proud flaves Claudius was himfelf 

MOMpawer. ^ q^^^^ They had gained fo abfolute an aP- 

Cendant over him, that nobody could approach 

MM.XXXIU him without their pcrmifTion. They granted 

* leave of entrance, by giving fuch as they pleafed 

to admit, the privilege of wearing on the finger 

a gold ring, on which the emperor's eiBgies 

was ftamped. Thofe on whom they were 

pleafed to beftow this favour, were probably 

excufed from the humiliating ceremony which 

«hers that wanted to fee Claudius were forced 

Di*. to undergo : every one was fearched for fear 

^. OaaJ. Qf 2j.(„5 concealed under their clothes. It 

was but very late, and with great difficulty, 

that 
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^st women and young people of either lex A.R 792. 
were difpcnfed from it. *■ ^- 4'' 

Claudius's freemen difpofcd of every thing 
in the empire. They fold, or gave honours, 
the command of armies, and immunities to 
whom they pleafed, and ordered punifliments 
where they thought proper ; and all this with- 
out their matter's even knowing of it. TMy 
revoked gifts made by him, fee afide his 
judgments, annulled his grants of offices or em- 
ployments j and in a word, decided the life 
or death of perfons of the grcateft confequcncc ; 
which Julia, daughter of Germanicus, fatally 
vxperienced in the beginning of her uncle Clau- 
dius's reign. 

That princefs, naturally haughty, and valu- Ni^ 
ing herfelf on her birth« would not ttoop to Geimui- 
Meffalina, but difdained paying any court to 2''j!"J?" 
her. Bcfides that, (he was handiome, and hav- u^udipiit 
ing free accefs to Claudius, as his niece, was o;^'|^,^ 
often with him, and at all hours. MelTalina, and. 39. ' 
jealous and highly offended, refolved her ruin, 
and compleated it with the help of the freemen. 
The firft thing (he imputed to her was lewd^ 
nefs and adultery ; an accufation well becom- 
ing Meflalina to make : and without proving 
any crime, without even hearing what the ac- 
cufed, cho' of that diftin^tion^ had to fay in 
her own defence, fbe was firtt banilhed, and 
fliortty after put to death. 

Seneca was accufed at the fame time as guilty Sfj^ tw 
of adultery with Julia : he was banilhed to the %it, 
ifland of Corfica. A condemnation of Me0a- 
-lina's procuring can leave no ttain, and the 
whole life of that eminent man juftiBes him 
fufficiently. I Ihall here give a fliort account 
~ Vol. III. h of 
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A>R.79i.of it, to the tim^ I am now fpeakiitg of. Jt It 

A. C. 41. of importance to be well acquainted with a 

perfon w« ftiall foon fee afting a yery gregt part, 

and for whotQ we, fianuQC avoid inccrcftiog 

ourfelvfSi were it only ior what writings ^ 

his we have remainipg* 

^°hM^"' Seneca waj bocn under Auguftus's reigo^ 

HiiftmiiJ. *t Cordoua in Sp»in> of a family of diftUtftwn, 

Lift. vit. g|j(j ^j^ f^gi^ a jafte for learning. His fttherk 

StH'.p.in M! Annxus Seneca, a Roman knight, h^ 

^^, , from his infancy 9 great define tp vifit Rpmc : 

t>ut prevented by the rage of civil wars, could 

not put his dcfign in executiOHi till psace and 

tranquijity. were reftored to that capital of th« 

world, by the government's being in th« handy 

of' one man. He i^mde a great figure there 

by his eloquence in the declamatory way, 

which w^s then greatly in vpgup. We have 

of his, a colle^ion of fragments c^ d<clam3-- 

tions of the moll famous rhetc»:icians he ha4 

heard. He had an extraordinary memory, s^d 

in hjs younger days was thcnaght a prodigy for 

ic Tho', impaired by ^, yet it fuffioed tfi 

furnifl) him with thofe pieces, of which he 

made a colk^iop, at the requeft and f@r cbt 

uJe of his fpHs. 

He had three, Novatus, pur Seneca, w^ 
Mela pr McHa. Novatus was adopted by Jui- 
jfs./^is.niijs Gallio, whofe name he took. TbeGaliip 
mentioned in the A^^ of the Apo^Ies wji? 
■^ Proconful of Ach»a. He applied bJiafelf to 
, the ftudy of eloquca^e, and apquired toflne Be*- 

putation in it. Mela wa^ father to th'Q poet 
Lpcan. Sut Seneca wa$ the glory of hi» 
' fjunily. 

1 

-,. .Hi» 
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CLAUDIUS. §QpK Vin. 147 

His father cMltiyat?^ wjth care the h^ppy. A.R.7$a. 
difppfitiqns of a fine genius, born withall the ^- ^- 4': 
qualificatiojis proper co form an orator, pencr 
t'ratioi), (jifcernipent, elevation, and fecundity, 
fje defignpd hi,n) % the bar, which, among 
the Romans, was the road tp honour. Th? 
fon's tafte was rnore for the ftudy of ftoicphi- Hiitumft* 
Jpfopby i *nd his QYfa accpijnt of the iniprefr fl'^ '''''jSj, 
60A njs maflers leflbns made on him, is charmr auftentf. 
ing. 1q pnf of his letters on that fubjea, ^"■■*'>°*' 
iv;ptfi whej;i he was pretty old, he cxprelTes 
iiimfelf thw?, ' ' 

" When * I heard th,e' philofopher Attalua 
" e^cclaim againft the vices, errors, and ills pjf 
** Hfe^ I cpyld not help pitying mankind, and 
** was llruck with admiration, For onej thought 
" above ijw rank Qf lyretehed mortals. It he 
•* undertpipk tp praifa ppverty, and Jo (hew 
*' how much whatever' f^ecds the tails of 
** nature^ is a ufelefs lo^^, and a perfcd bur- 
** 4^ to hifn that bears it^I was often'tempt- 
•* ed tp beconie poor jh? moment I left his 
'* ichpol. When he atiapkfd vqluptuoufnefs, 
•' and praifed chaftity, ftugality, . rpoderatlcn, 
** 9. he^rt pure wd ^?,^achcd not only fro(^ 

* Em quifm Attalum aur $fctioIa,J)3uperi1i)3uit. Quuin 

. dinpi m Yitia, in errores/irf caperat' Volfiptiitc* noSris 

mla 17US pcrorancein, fsepe trswi^tK, laujfirc ^^^m 

jnif^UUf fufii generii htL- corpus, fobriam ipeofant 

manj, jct ilium Jubjimem al- purain menteiit, non lantum 

ciorefnque humano fafligio ab ilticids Toluptatibua, id 

cr«(^di.— Quum veMcotii- ^tifini fupervacuis, ticebat 

jatadaas' fiUftjxAam c(c- ciicuiDfcTiberF giflatn etvcn> 

perat, et oftendare quim tr^tn- Iide milii qusdagi 

quidquid afiim excedcret, perinanfere. Magiio enim 

j)(Midus cSkt Ijiper vfcuH^ A qmtiUi imfietu veneram, 

et grave ierenti, fwpe ^rp S(b- ff- 10.8. 

L » - " illicit 
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)*■" illicit pleafures, but even from all that are 
^'•" fuperfluous, I was ready to refolve to ob- 
*• ferve that temperance in every thing. Of 
" thofe happy difpolitions, adds he, I have 
" ftill retained fomcthing, becaufe I liftened 
" with extraordinary attention to all he faid." 
He then proceeds to give us an admirable 
fample <^ what he had retained; renouncing 
for ever all fuperfluous enjoyments of the pfca- 
fures of table, a|l meats that ferve only to pro- 
voke to eat more, thofe who have already eat fuf- 
^ciently : all ufe of perfumes, wine and warm 
■baths : contenting himfelf with a hard matrafs 
that would refift the weight of the body ; witK 
what was necelTary to fuTlain life comfortably, 
without fuperfluity. 

He carried things wo far at his firft fetting 
-out. Young Seneca, living but to hear his 
mafters and learn froni them, adopted the fin- 
giilar maxim of aphilofopher he calls Sotio^ 
who, without being a profeffed Pithagorean, 
exhorted his difciples to abttain from whatever 
had life. " If » Pythagoras was right, faid 
'*' he, and .there really be a tranfmigration ot 
'*' the fouls of men into the bodies of beaffis', 
." it is cruel to eat of their flelh. If he was 
** miftakcn, what rilk do you run ? that only 
" of being abftcmious." On the (Irength oif 
this fine reafontng Seneca praftifed a Pytha^ 
gorean abllinence for a whole year, and af- 
furcs us, he not only grew ufed to it, but liked 
it. He thought his mind more a6livc» quicker, 
clearer, and fitter for fludy. 

> Siverafunt ilia, abAi- Qaod illic nednlitatis tiUB 
nuifie animalibus mnecentia damniua. Sni. ihd. 
'■*lt : & fllfa, frugalitas eft. 

Nor 
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..Nor was it becaufe he^rew tired of it that A,R 79*. 
■ he left it off.. His fatherdid not like to fee him *■ ^- ^}\ 
IbArongly attached to the ftudy of philofophy, 
which he thought might prejudice his future 
fortune. He took advantage of the noife, 
what the Romans called foreign fuperftitions, 
made at that time in the city. That was no 
other thanjudaifm, which, as every one knows, 
is partly charafterifcd, by abftaining fromcer- 
uin kinds of food. Now as Tiberius was juft 
then driving the Jews out of Rome, as we 
obferved in the fifth year of his reign, Seneca 
the father pretended to fear his fon might 
bring himfeU into fome fcrape, by perfifting in 
a regimen that might be deemed fupcrflittous : 
** And I » was eafily perfuaded, fays Seneca, 
** to eat belter things." 

He did not however fo far give himfclf up 
to philofophy, as to ncgleft eloquence entirely. 
Thofe two ftudies were very compatible, and 
efpec^ally that part of philofophy that relates 
to the manners, pafEons, and knowledge of 
(he human heart, has been thought by great 
judges, neceflary to an orator. Seneca en- 
gaged in pleadings, and excelled fo far as to 
excite Caius's jealoufy. His fuccefs in it, as 
we have feen, was very near cofting him his 
life. 

We have none of his pleadings, either be- hi. do-" 
caufe he did not publifti them, or that they 3,"^tj„d! 
perifhed with fo many other monuments of an- 
tiquity. But by his philofophical works we 
may form a judgment of his ftile of eloquence 
'very different from Cicero's, and from that of 

> Nee difficalter mibi ut incipercm mcliiks casnaie, per- 
Tiufit. 5<a. iiiii. 
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A.R.79i.true tafte. Hii phizes are looft and lincdn* 
A'C.4i.ne£t4d; his thodgMS bb»d, but oftdn fatfci 
his antithcfas ftudied arid far fetched s his turn* 
iingular, and always tending to furprize by k 
falfc air of paradox. The ^autrcs of natui*, 
and an eafy Bowing ftiJe, thfi language as it 
*fere of thfe things ihcmftlvesi arc hot to b6 
found in him. Seneca abbunds in a variety of 
fine thoughts, but then he gives theiti all thfe 
fame turn; his ekpreffioil is not fuited to things^ 
but he foils thin^ to his exprefTion. 
^«£/i». • The»defeaswhichwe,afterQuinriliaH,findift 
Or, X. I. Seneca's elocution, are in themfelves icducing : 
and as he had a Hrbng and elevated mind, 
with a powerful imagination, and tnuch ac- 
quired knowledge, he gained great ret)Utation, 
and became the only model by which ^oUng 
Jjcople chofe to fornl themfelves : nothing *aa 
■ read but Seneca : and of courfc all trut eld= 
quence, which had already began to decline 
towatds the end of Auguftus's reigrr, was foon 
loft. The firft blow was given it by a parcel 
of declaimers i but they had not credittnough 
Id form themfeivps into i fed. A man of 
Seneca's diftinguilhdd abilities, foon had a 
ci-owd of imitators, who otien copied only hi* 
defects. 
^tiiiMd. Himfelf was very fenfible of the difference 
between fiim and the ancients : for which rea- 
fon he affcded to undervalue them, well know- 
s«t. Ntr. ing their admirers could not praife him. Sue- 
s'- tonius taxes him with having given his difciple 
Nero a diflike to them, that he might-cftecirt 
none but him. 

• IhdoquendticottQt)fapIeru[ae,atqiiceopemidolior3» 
qvod kbunoant dnlcibus vidis. 

His 
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His ftSl* of eloquence *as well adipt«!d to ^.R.??*. 
the refinement and corrupt manners ttf th**-^"*'' 
Age in which he lived. Hiirifelf laid do^*n the 
mUim on which is founded this refle£lion that 
concJcihns him. ** Such * as- the life is, fuch' 
" the ftile, fays hej fuch as the morals are, 
•' fuch the difcourfe. If the difcipline of a 
*' ftate be relaxed and enervated by luxury, a 
<* proof of the public licentioiifnefs will foon 
** Bppeaf in the general elfeminacy and affec- 
" tatSon of ftile.'* What the Roman morals 
were under Caligula, Claudius and Nero, is 
well known : and it is odd enough a man 6( 
Seneca's aufterity Ihould have been the author 
and chief promoter of a depraved kind of elo- 
quence, which, by his own confefliont natu- 
rally fympathifes with a depravity of morals. 

Seneca amufed himfelf fometimes in poetryj HiipoKk 
of which he attempted feveral kinds. Somfe "*"'"■ 
epigrams are afcribed to him. His fatyr a- 
gainft Claudius has fome pretty lines, and 
itnart. The tragedies that go under his name, 
are not alt of them his : but the learned are 

fretty well agreed he was author of Mede^, 
lippolitus, the Troad, and perhaps Oedipus, 
The beauties and defefts df his Itile tttt ob- 
Jvious in them : and there is a noblehefi of 
thought drefled up in expreffions more Inge- 
■nious, than true and natural. 

He was always very food of ftudy. When trnhninttt 
'old, and retired from court, he applied him- '*'''"'^ 

* Talis hominibus oratio, mentum ell luxudse publics, 

,4{ua)b vka, . .geaus dicendi arationis lalcivia: u modo 

iniitanir publicoa mores, Si noa in tlno aut in alcero fuil, 

' difciplina civiiatis kboravic, fed appiobaca cllett?cepu. 

ct fc in dclicias dedit, argu- Sai. tp. 114. 

: L 4 felf 
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A-R-791'fclf to it with all the alHduity and vivacity of 

A- C 41. j, young man. *' I do * not fpend, tays he, x 

*' day in idlenefs ; and even borrow from die 

** night. I do not yield to fleep, but it over- 

** powers me ; and when my eyes arc tired 

*' and want reft, I ftill keep poring on my 

** work. I have renounced, not only men, 

** but bufincfs, and efpccially my own. AU 

** I think of is pofterity, to whom I woqld 

" willingly be of fome iervice, by tranfmit- 

*' ing to them wholefome leHbns, which I look 

*' upon as ufeful receipts for the diforders of 

« the foul." 

fate*^ ^^^^ application to ftudy is the more lau- 

hnith. dable, as Seneca never enjoyed a good ftate of 

&»^^. 54. hg^th. He fays himfelf there was hardly 

any kind of illnefs that he had not been afBic- 

ted with. In his youth he was troubled with 

violent colds, and threatened with a con- 

fumption. When older he was afthmatic to 

that degree it was often thought it would kill 

him. Diet, fobriety, and moderate exercifc 

"kept him alive, and he preferved, to the laft, 

ftrength of body fufficient for the vigour and 

aftivity of his mind. 

Hthidbetn Seocca, with his talents and courage, might 

5?f^u* have afpired to any thing in Rome; and indeed 

luniOied. Jic hadbccn Qujeftor, which was the firft ftep 

to honour, when the difgrace I have fpoketi 

a Ndlus mihi per otium miltn k meis. Poflerorun 

dies exit : partem noftium negodum ago : illis aliqaa 

ftudiis vindico. Non vaco quz polSnt prodefle coa- 

fomno, fed fnccumboi et Icribo. Salatarei admoni- 

oculos vigilia fatigatoa ca- tiooes, velut medicamento- 

dcntefque in opere detineo. mm atiliam compoiitiones, 

SeccJS non untnm ab ho- Uteris maiido. Sen. ef. 8. 
suoibui, fed i rebut, ct pri- 

of 
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of feemed for ever to fetafide all farther expefta- A.R.791. 
tions. I have faid how improbable it was ^' S'^i" 
that he could deferve it ; and every unbiaOed 1" 
reader mufl: be of my opinion from the accounc 
I have given of his life. The ftriftnefs and 
fcrupuious regularity of his morals muft fure- 
ly be of greater weight than any thing Mefla- 
lina could fay. 

He bore his difgrace at firll with firmnefs^ Hci>eanU« 
as may be judged by the difcourle he fent his e'^^th* - 
fnothcr Helvia from his place of exile, in refoiotiwi 
which he endeavours to comfort her. Helvia ^H^' 
was a woman of merit ; flie had fenfe and vir- 
tue. Her Ton fpeaks to her in the ftrongefl: 
and mod fublime manner : the whole pomp 
of ftoic phiiofophy is difplayed in this perform- 
ance of his. Some might be apt to think he 
Jays too much to be believed :) however, it is 
plain, had he been greatly dejefled by his mif- 
ibrtune, his mind could not have been fufEci-. l 

ently eafy and undifturbed, to compofe a work ■" ■ 
of a pretty juil length, and fo well kept up 
from one end to the other. 

He began Co grow tired of his banifhment^ ButdMatt 
and his rcfoluiion flagged towards the third J^j^'^^.'" 
year.of his refidencc in Corfica. We have » t.aer. 
piece of his wrote about that time, that does 
-not do much honour ^ to his phiiofophy. Po- 
lybius, a freeman of Claudius's, having loft s-"- Oa* 
his brochcr, Seneca compofed a difcourfe on * ' 
that fubjeift, in which he meanly flatters that 
abjed valet, whofe infolence was fuch, that 
he would often walk in public between the two 
Confuls. His loading the filly emperor with 
the mofl: magnificent encomiums, tho* at the 
fame time he held him in ctlin^mpt, isJefs 

; furprifing : 
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AJ(.79S. forpfifk^ : but vrhM is lesft df all to be nt*' 
■*-*--4''£ufed is, his dcfiring tO be rftilWd on afty 
- ttrirw Whateve*-, confenling to wave ttie cleif- 
fttg his irtnooence, if he could bot be deiivered 
froitiesik. After exct^lmg Claudius's cle- 
inency« Who, ■ ^ys he, has not thrown me 
•* down» but oil ri*c contrary raifed and fup- 
" ported me with his divine hand againft the 
•* (hock ctf fortune, who intrcated the fcnate 
•* in my favour, arid rtot cofttcnt to pardon 
•• me, would aflc that pardon himfclf j he adds I 
"Jet him determine what he Would haVc the 
" world think of my caufe. Esther his juftice 
^* will decree it good, or his clemency will re- 
** pftfent it in a fivourablt light ; the obiiga- 
** lion to mc will be the fame, whether he 
•* finds me innocent, or treats me as if I were." 
He concludes with faying, " he '' Worftiips-the 
*' thiindef he had b*en fo juftiy ftruck by." 
sh./^.Fai. This was ftoc^ing low indeed ; and this Wri- 
'"'■ ting, fo mean and al^cft, is |irobably what 
|3ion.CaffiuS ttA.\s us the author of it was af- 
terwards fo alhamed of, that he oideavoured 
: ft> fupprefe if. To coiiipleat his misfortune, 

all his liieannefs did him no fervice. .SenecA 
remained five years more in banifhment ; and 

■ Nee enlm fie me dcjc- ejdftiiniri caifam meam : 

cit ntnotlec erigere : imo ne Tel juftLtia ejas bonam per- 

dejecit quidem, fed impul- ^iciar, vel demeniia faciei, 

fum a fortuna it cadentem UtrumqueinKquomihiejas 

AiftinHtc, et in prstceps eun- beBcficioa eft, five tnnocen- 

tcm Jeniter divixx manus tern ii» fcierer cflc, (ae vo- 

ttfuB moderatioBe depofuit. lu«rit. Stn. ed Polyb. J2. 
Dcprecatus eft pro me fena- b Scias licet, ez demma 

fnm : « vitam mihi DOn fulmink efle jullMBma, qux 

tMtHm dedit, fed etiam pe- etiam percufii eolant. 
dkw Vident, qwalaii .wlat 

: : ; . - had 
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Rid it not been for the fevotution that happened A.R.791. 
K couK by the fall of Meltklina, he might pro- *• ^* 4*- 
bably have ftaid there all his life. But to re- 
turn to the order of things, from ivhich we 
have deviated a little. 

Dion CalCus mentions in the Arft year ot 
Claudius's reign, fundry regulations chiefly 
relating to the government of the city, and 
ftianagcment of the theatreis. Such as are fond 
bi thuli; matters may £onfult the author him- 
fclf. 

The Romans had at this time tW6 wai^ to wirkOcr. 
Carry 6n : one on the Rhine, the other againft o"bVre- 
the Moors. Galba, who commanded the Le- lorcidiJci- 
gions in Lower Germany, as I have faid, ton- t^l^^ 

?|uered the Catti. But he deferves lefs praife ^«- '• i«- 
or that vidory, *hich does not feem to have ^"Jf; ***' 
been very tondderabte, than for the difcipline 
he reftored among the troops, which his prede- 
CifAbr Getulicus had treated with too great in* 
tiulgence and Indolence. The day after he 
took the command Upon him, the foldiers 
clapped their hands at fome entertainment 
that was performed in the camp; on which he 
Ordered them to keep their hands under their 
CloathS. A verfe was handed about on that 
occafion, the fcnfe of Which is ; *' foldier ' , 
'" learn to be a foldier: Galba, a.id not Getu- 
*' liCus commands now." It was with diffi- 
culty he granted any leave to quit ihc fervice : 
old foldiers as well as young were conftantl^ 
•employed. By this conduct he gained great 
ajiplaufe, and enabled his troops to beat the 
Germans. 

* Diice milet militare, Galba cft^ noa Gmulicui. 

Gabinus 
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A.R-79S- • Gabinus Secundus appears to have had the 
A. C. 41. command of the army on the upper Rhine, 
ftla. Ofwf. He conquered the Mar * and Cauci, two Ger- 
*4~ man nations ■, and Suetonius obfervcs that 

Claudius, BO ways given to jealoufy, or apt 
to take umbrage, permitted him, for his vidory 
over the Cauci, to take the name of Caucicus, 
tho' fince the change of government it was 
extremely rare for any but thofe of the impe- 
fial family to a0lime thofe kind of names bor- 
rowed from the nation they had conquered. 

The advantage gained over the Germans 
gave Claudius room to take the title of Im- 
perator. 
MMriunia The War in Mauritania was of greater im- 
TR'omlin""* portance. It broke out on occafion of the death 
moyLucs. otPEo!omy,uniufl:ly killed by Caius. Edemoo, 
&D/)' '* ^ freeman belon^ng to that king, refolving to 
revenge his matter's death, permaded the peo- 
ple CO revolt, and by that means brought the 
Roman army into a country where they had 
never before penetrated. 

Suetonius Paulus, an ancient Prxtor, march- 
ed againft the Mauritanians; He had talents 
. for war, and wc Ihall fee him hereafter acquire 
great reputation. He entered the enenny's 
country, laid it wafte, and was the firft Ro- 
man general that paffed mount Atlas : which 
was looked upon as a memorable exploit. 

• Tbe text «/ DIbh Cttf- time faft tbt Qtrmaru had net 

Jtti) feyi the Maurufi, 'whkh tat in fitir fsffeffisn. Thtrt 

it n/ijiblj an errar. tTelikt' taereiuit'wolojiintbenvhele, 

li-iji read then that Gahini- a/td faciltti gr<vet Germani' 

VI recavnid thi lafi of ibt cut ibe hsneur ef ncimering 

RBman laglti lafi ^ubin Varui them bath. See book iir. 

wai defeated. But fir a kn^ and iv, of this work. 

Cn. 
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■ Cn. Hofidius Geta relieved him, and hadA.R.Tgi. 
the glory of ending that war, Mauritania fub- ^: *-■ ■*'• 
muting, and becoming a Roman province. 
Dion Caffius cmbellilhes the (hort account he 
gives of this expedition, with an event one may 
boldly pronounce fabulous. He fays that Sa- 
labus, the Mauritanian general, being twice 
conquered by Geta, retreated to the deferts iti 
the midft of the fands ; and that the Romans 
■ purfiied him, but wanting water, the whole 
army muft have perilhed had not the people 
of the country aflifted them, and procurM very 
plentiful fhowcrs of rain by their charms and 
enchantments. Dion Caffius adds, that the Bar- 
barians, amazed at this prodigy, concluded the 
gods declared themfdves in favour of the Ro- 
mans, and in confequence laid down their artn^ ' 
' What is very certain is, that Mauritania at 
that time fi^bmitted to the Roman -power; 
which by means of that conqueft in Africa 
extended itfejf as far as the ftreights and the 
ocean. Claudius divided Mauritania into two 
departments, governed by Roman knights; ■ 
and each of them took the name of its capital 
city. Tingis, now Tangiers., gave its name 
to Tingitan Mauritania. The other was called 
Cffifarian, from Caifarea, formerly Jol, the, 
' refidence of king Juba, who having enlarged 
and embellilhed that city, called it Cxfarea, 
out of gratitude and regard to Auguftus". 
Claudius made it a Roman colony. It has 
been ruined many ages paft. M. d'Anvillfe 
places it between Algiers and the ancient Car- 
tenna^ now Tencz. ' 

The laft events I have been fpeaking of 

break in a little upon the fecond year of Clao^ 

dius's 
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A.{t.79r. dtus's reign. Before I h?ve done with the firft, 
^■J^-4''I tnuft mention fomething of that emperor*^ 
iibenu^ liberaJities to leveral kiags, allies pf Rome. 
J^^^^^ He reftored Comm^ena to Antjofhus, 
^'uUtiy Caius BrU gave him the lungdoiPi an4 aft^r- 
w Apippi. jyjrds took it b^ck again. 

Mithridates the Iberian, niitdc king of Art 
Bienia under Tiberius, had been Tent for tp 
Rome l;>y Caigs, and put in chains. Cl^udiuf 
fee him at liberty, and fent him back to hi$ 
dominions, which however he did not recpver 
till fopie years after» the Parthiaos having pof? 
felled rhemfelves of it in hjs abience. 

Another Mithridates, ^ defcendant of th? 
gTfftt king of that name, was made Iting ^ 
ihe Cimnierian Bc^horus ; but as PaUemjiMJ 
vas in ppQcflion of^ that country, Clamlii^ 
inade him ^mentjs ^y giving hjim a par^ ^ 
Cilici^, 

H^ heaped favours on kjng Agrippa^ whp 

had always been attached to his f4mily, an^ 

^ad done him fome perfon^I fervices at the tin^ 

J^fifi-tn- when he was raifed to the empire. Claudju^ 

Se!* *' enlarged hjs dominions, and made his kin|^- 

'"^ ^otp of Judea and Samaria equal to wh^t U 

W38 when pofielled by his grandfather H<^^ 

At his reqpeft be gave his brother Herod fbp 

little kingdom of Chalcis or Chalcidns^ i^ 

.Syri». np i;>clloi|Fed the ornamenu of Cof^l 

on one, and thple 9f Praetor on the otiyer ^ 

fi^mi and peripitted them to return the ien^ 

'^wks in t^^ Grei^k tongue. 

, i h^ve already obf^rved t^at Agrippa, thb* 

he had many vices, yet wayftrppgly ?ttacbe4 

^ hie religion. C^ j^is return to JeruAlem 

he oSer^d ^p ^cr^es f)|f thai^iviiigs to Q.o^, 

and 
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«nd bwng «p in the teipplc the ch^in of gold Ajt.79K. 
Caius had given him in exchange for the iro^ ^' ^' 4A- 
'he had worn under Tiberiga. 

Claudius was favourable to the Jew? wt pf Heufaiwih 
regard fio Agcipp* i ^ reftorcd timfe of Alex- ^^'°*' 
aiSria, as I b^ve laid, to their privilege^ \ ai>4 
by agwieral edift allowedall the Jew? througlt- 
jput uie empire the free exerciie of their reJ^- 
^on, provided they did not tnoleft others m^ 
theirs *. 

CJaudius entered on a fcpood C^niullhip the ^^"^V 
firft of January next following his acceffioo f«ifti^ 
lo t^e empire- It was a culiom conftantly 
obferved by all the emperors after Caius^ tp 
be made ConfuU in the beginning of their 
leigns. 

. Ti. Claudius Casak. Aucp?TVS QsRr A.R.793. 
MANICUS II. A. c. 4«. 

C. CjtCINA Laecus. 

CUucHus bebayed duiing his ConfuIfliipE 
with a modefty that sGoald be tmly iaudable, J;^' 
had judgoient aitd n^Aton .been the motives Dm. 
of it- He, with ail the fenacors, fwore to 
obf^irve Augu&is's laws and infiitacion&, hvit 
.would not fui&r them to fwear to his. Gotng 
out of his Coniiilihip, which he held but cw« 
jnonths* he took the ufual oath, as if he had 
been but a faivate man: and. erety nake he' 
was Cooful did the iame. 

* tnat VM mtntiam bire, itrius bad done, it -wai hi' 

m ti* ainhwilj tf Jt/tftbat, caufi ihiy lairi la» numtma. 

ii,t»mre^*d if Din Qef- Sii( J^kut gifttc tbt a0t 

Ruif vjbe fajs Ciaudiut for- tht^eliitt m labitb bis tU' 

pid lb* yfuii a^emblitfg in tBHntisgreunded,e>idlhata»- 

&Bm*i andtbatifbt dU not ibtrily apfean Ib wi cirtaialf 

dfimt tkm »»t V* I/* *» T*!* p^trabit toJiian Cuffiat^t. 

.... ■■ Alike 
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-A.R.793. A like moderation prevailed in feveral othc^ 
A. C. 42. jarts of his conduft. He ordered no rejoic- 
ing, no fcftival, for the four and twentieth of 
January, the day he was proclwmed emperor 
by the Prjetorians : only he gave five and 
twenty denarii to each foldier of his guard* 
to whom he owed the empire ; and that he 
tepeatcd every year. If the Prsetors chofe to 
celebrate that day, or his, or Meffalina's birth 
day, he did not hinder them "- but was not at all 
.^J^- difpleafcd if they omitted it. He left them 
quite at liberty to do as they pleafed in that 
refpeft. This year Meflalina brought him a 
fon, who was firlt named, Ti. Claudius Ger- 
manicus, but is moft known by the name of 
■^ Britannicus that was afterwards given him; 

This was the firH time an emperor had had 
, a fon whilft on the throne. Yet Claudius made 
no very extraordinary rejoicings for fo fortu- 
nate, and till then, fmgular an event. 

Having received complaints againft the ma- 
nago-s of the public treafury, he did not trou- 
ble them with remonftrances or reproaches, 
but went himlflf, and was prefenc when the 
public revenues were fw-med out, and in per- 
fon reformed and correded whatever bethought 
-amifs. ' He fupprelTcd tiie formal thanks lieu- 
tenants ufed to make the emperors in fenate, 
when they TOsre fent to govern provinces in 
their name, or to take upon them the corn- 
Fine Ciyint mand of armies. " They ought not, faid he, 
Jrt^'r^d " '° ^^'"'^ ihemfelves obliged to me, as if 
to thofe he *• I employed them only becaufe they defirc 
' ' ■- 'I it ; 'jjs I that am obliged to them, for help- 
' ing me to bear the. weight of government : 
' and if they do their duty well* I will give 
*' them 
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" themftill greater commendations." A fine AR- 793*' 
faying, and worthy, not fo filly an emperor, but *-■ 4'- 
the wifcft and beft of princes. 

Claudius imitated Auguftus in his familia- 
rity with the fenators. He vifiicd them when 
chey were Hck ; and would make one in their 
domeftic rejoicings. As much as he was go* 
verned by his flaves, there were occafions on 
which he would not liften to their refentments, 
and would even puhifli their infolence, A 
tribune of the people having given one of the 
prince's flaves a hearty beating, all Claudius 
did was to take from that magiftrace, for 
a few days, the ufhers and attendants that 
ufually waited on him in virtue of his ofHce. 
On the other hand, he ordered one of his 
flaves to be whipt in the Forum, for behaving 
difrefpcftfully to a perfon of fafliion. 

He did not want a kind of care and concern "''""'* 
for the public welfare in things within the wdtiiJ 
fphere of his underftanding. He infifted rigo- 
roufly on the fenators attending puniflqally thb 
meetings of that body ; the* it be difficult to 
believe, on Dion Caflius's credit, that fome of 
them were fo fcverely reprimanded by him for 
ncgleifl of duty in that refpeft, asto kill them- 
felves out of defpair. It having been obferved 
to him, that the Proconfuls, chofen by lot to 
govern the people's provinces during a year, 
ftaid too long in the city after they were ap- 
pointed, by which the public fervice was pre- 
judiced, he ordered them to depart before the 
firft of April. 

He was always extremely careful of what- Suh. attJ^ 
ever concerned the civil government of the city, ''" '*• *•* 
and its being properly fupplied with provifi- 

Vot. in. M ons. 
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A.R.79J. ons. A dreadful fire breaking out, he went 
A. C. 42. j„ perfon to the fpot, and ftaid there two 
nights i and the number of foldiers and flaves 
appointed to affift on thofe occafions, not being 
fufficicnt, he Ordered the magiftrates to defire 
the lower clafs of people in every part of the 
city to come and aflift j and had bags of mo- 
ney brought immediately to reward the moft 
courageous and adive. 
Smi.&Di: During the year we are now treating of, as 
well as the following ones, which proved bar- 
ren, Rome was affii^ed with a dreadful famine. 
The people mutinied. Claudius was on a fud- 
den furrounded one day by a crowd of the fe- 
ditious, who loaded him with infults, threw 
pieces of bread at his head, nor was it with- 
out fome difficulty he efcaped their fury, and 
got into his palace by a back door. 

We are hot told that he punilhed this info- 
knee, but that he did all he poffibly could 
to remedy the dearth -, and to prevent the 
tranfport of corn to Rome by fea being inter- 
rupted even in the worft of weather. For al- 
moft all Italy being laid out in gardens and 
parks belonging to the great, there was not 
land enough lett to till (or the fuflenance of 
the inhabitants. Their corn was brought from 
abroad by fea, and as the navigation was diffi- 
cult and dangerous in winter, they were forced 
to live during thofe hard times on what provi- 
fions had been brought them in the fummer. 
Claudius prevailed on the merchants and tra- 
ders to hazard the rigour of the feafon, pro- 
mifing to reward them amply, and to take on. 
* himfelf whatever lofles they might fuftain 

thro' badnefs of weather. He granted very 
great 
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^eat privileges tofliip-builders ; and refumcd A.R.ygj. 
and executed the defign Caius had formed of ^- C-4»- 
making a commodious harbour in Italy, where 
the fleets from Africa and Alexandria might 
ride witheafc and lafety. His predecefibr 
thoi^hc of making it at Rhegium : Claudius 
chofe to have proviGons and other necefiaries 
landed nearer Rome, and for tliat reafon pitch- 
ed upcm the mouth of the Tiber to form a 
port. 

That river has two mouths; that of Oftium f^^^* 
on the left, and Forto on the right i divided th^ m^mbi 
by an ifland that feems to have been formed of'i«'f''»'' 
■ by the flime and mud carried down by the 
tide. The right hand mouth was at that time 
much the lai^eft, and there it was Claudius 
determined to build : and the* the engineers 
and arthitefts thought. to frighten him by tlie 
expence, when they ihewed him their plans, 
he would not be fl:opt by that difficulty. He 
undertook, fays the hiftorian Dion Caflius, 
and compleated, a work worthy the courage 
and grandeur of Rome. 

He dug a vaft bafon into which the fea came, 
and furrounded it with a 'quay : he likewife 
built two piers a great way out in the ka^ and 
at the entrance a mole, on which a tower was 
railed in imitation of the pharos or light-houfe 
of Alexandria, and for the fame ufe. To 
make the foundations of the mole the more fe- p^,., ^^^^ 
cure, he funk and fixed at the bottom of the ^a- 
fea the largeft ftiip that had ever been feen in 
thofe days. It had been made ufe of to bring 
the obelifk we have fpoken of in Caius's life, 
from Egypt to Rome. This wonderful (hip, 
as Pliny calls it, was probably no longer fit 
M 2 for 
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-A.R.793. for fea, fincc it was employed to a purpofc fb 
A. C. 42. different from its firft dcftination. A towa 
was built round this port, and took it's name. 
It is now called Porte. Yet, the' Trajan added 
new works to what Claudius had done,- the 
whole has been deftroyed feveral ages ^nce, 
and hardly the leaft traces of it now remain. 
ttfit^' Whilft they were working at this haven a 
en [he fea monfter entered it, drawn thither, fays 
*i""n. e ^''"y> ''y ^^^ f""^" o^ ^ cargoe of hides brought 
from Gaul in a fhip that was wrecked in that 
place. The monfter followed its prey with fuch 
eagernefs, that coming too near the land it was 
drove afhore. There it remained prifoner for 
want of depth of water to get it off again \ its 
back appeared above the furface like the keel 
of a Ihip overfet. Claudius, to give the peo- 
ple the fatisfaftion of fering it, ordered very 
ftrong nets to be laid crofs the entrance of the 
harbour, whilft himfelf at the head of the Pra;- 
torian cohorts attacked the monfter, fending 
foldiers off in boats, who ftruck it with their 
Jances darted from fome diftance. Pliny, who 
was prefent, fays he faw one of the boats funk 
by the prodigious torrent of water the mon- 
fter fpouted out. He calls it an Orca^ and 
fays one cannot form a jufter idea of it than 
by imagining an enormous mafs of flefti armed 
with horrid teeth. 
S^TaXJ^ Another of Claudius's works, greatly ex- 
pur.xuxY,. tolled by Pliny, was his undertaking to drain 
Elfii.chr>„. thfi lake Fucinus. Thirty thoufand men work- 
Sua.&ou. ed conftantly at it for eleven years. But thoic 
xT,'."^' works are fo imperfcfftly, explained in what 
hiftorical relations of them we have remaining, 
' and the ends Claudius intended they fhould 
I anfwer 
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infwcr are fo difFercmly fet forth by various A.R. 793: 
authors, that I fhould be able to give but a very *• ^- +** 
confui'ed account of them. I ihall however 
take an opportunity to fpeak of the naval fight 
Claudius exhibited on that lake, when he 
thought the work compieated. I (hall only 
obferve here beforehand, that fo much labour 
and expence was quite loft, the lake Hill Tub* 
fifting under the name of the Lake of Celano 
in the upper Abruzzo. 

Claudius fucceeded better in finifhing the 
aqueduft began by Caius. Pliny fpeaks of it 
as the Bneft of all that had been built for the 
ufe of Rome. The water was conveyed about 
forty miles thro* a vaulted canal, and raifed 
to fuch a height, that it fupplied the feven hills 
inclofcd within the waits of Rome. It coll 
upwards of * fifty millions of fefteices. * ^^ 

What I have hitherto faid of Claudius would Xyw 
give one a good opinion of him ; and indeed'^*''- 
he wanted only to be properly conduced. 
But it is the common fate of weak princes to 
fail into bad hands. Vice is bolder and more 
active than probity. Without doubt there 
were honeft men in Rome in Claudius's time : 
but it was MefTalina and NarcilTus that govern- 
ed, and the little good they fufii-red him to 
do, was mixed with all the evil fuch fouls as 
theirs could be capable of. There was no 
guarding againft their black intrigues with a 
prince that knew not how to think ; as the 
fequel of this reign will fufficiently prove, and 
particularly the tragical death of Appius Sila- 
nus, a man of the firft rank, and very nearly 
allied to the imperial family. 

M 3 He 
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A.R- 793- He was gpvernor of Spain at the end of 
A. C. 42. Claudius's reign. Claudius fcnt for him to 
Ap. siianui jj^pj^g^ jj^^jjg j^jjjj marry Meffalina's mother, 
f"^-„ . and gave his own daughter in marriage to 
»!>■' 37- ' Silanus's fon. He treated him with the great- 
*"■ eft refpcft on all occafions. But Silanus rc- 

fuGng to confent to MeflTalina's lewd delires, 
Ihe and Narciflus together concerted his ruin. 
They well knew, that by frightnipg Claudius 
they could make him do any thing j in con- 
sequence of which they laid the following plot. 
NarciiTus goes one morning into his maker's 
bed-chamber before he was up, and with a ter- 
riHed look tells him he had dreamt he faw Si- 
lanus ftab him. Mefiaiina, afieding great fur- 
prize, feems to wonder Narciffiis's dream Ihould 
I agree fo well with her's, faying, the had 

dreamt of nothing elfe for feveral nights paft. 
At chat inftant word was brought Silanus was 
there : he had been fent for in the emperor's 
name. His happening to come juft at that 
moment, teemed to Claudius a convincing 
proof of his criminal dpfigns, and he had him 
killed inftaotly. So much did he think he had 
. done right,, that the next day he gave the fe- 
nale an account of the whole affair, not for- 
getting to obferve how greatly he was obliged 
to his freeman NarciiTus, who, lleeping as 
well as waking, watched over his fafety. 

It would be to no purpofc to alledge in fa- 
vour of Claudius's faint-hearted cruelty, that 
he was feveral times in danger of being aflaf- 
Smi. ciaU finated. It is true Suetonius fays, a mean fel- 
'*• low was found in themiddle of the night, arm- 

ed with a dagger, at the emperor's chamber- 
door ; and that two Roman knights were de- 
cei5ted 
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tcfted waiting to kill him, one as he Ihould AR.79J. 
come from the theatre, the other whilft he ^' ^* *^' 
lliould be offering up a facrifice in the temple 
of Mars. Claudius was fo terriEed at the laft Sua. and. 
of thefe adventurers, that he immediately con- ^*' 
vened the fenaie, and with fighs and tears de- 
plored the misfortune of his condition, which 
expofed him every where to dangers, almoft 
inevitable ; and it was a long time after, be- 
fore he would appear again in public. 

But mod of thefe events, and perhaps all 
of them, were pofterior to Siianiis's death, 
and therefore can be no excufc for that. The 
truth is, Claudius was good only by inflindt, 
not reafon ; and, when a^uated by another 
inftindt, he felt no repugnancy at being cruel. 
Reafon and intelleifi: had no power over him j 
and the impreffions made by ihofe that go- 
verned him, added to his llupid facility, made 
him in fad: commit as much ill as it be had 
been abfolutely wicked himfelf. 

When his character was once known, the Revolt and 
great men were all alarmed ; being fcnfible cimiiiu. 
their lives and fortunes were very precarious ScnhonU- 
under fuch a prince. Vinicianus, who had been "uh.&Suit, 
concerned in the confpiracy againfl: Caligula, g;""'- 'J- 
and had been propofed by the fenatc to fuc- ^'' 
ceed him in the empire, thought be had more 
reafon to fear than any other, and refolved to 
try every means to remove the danger that 
threatened him. But he had no forces under 
his command. For that reafon he aflbciated 
with Furius Camillus Scribonianus, who was 
of the fame way of thinking, and had the 
command of a confiderable army in Dalmatia. 
Camillus> in concert with Vinicianus, and 
M 4 probably 
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A.R,793. probably feveral more, revolted openly : and 
A. C. +z. ^as immediately joined by a great number of 
fenators and Roman knights. 

We are pretty much at a lofs as to what 
paffed on this occafion. The rebellion however 
was foon quelled. According to Suetonius's 
account Camillus was proclaimed emperor by 
thofeof his party. Dion Caffius fays, he- pre- 
tended to a€t under the authority of the fenace 
and Roman people -, and promifed to reftore 
the old form of government. What is very 
certain is, that Claudius was extreamly terri- 
fied : and that Camillus, who knew his weak- 
refs, having wrote him a letter full of bitter 
reproaches and menaces, which he concluded by 
ortfering him to refign the empire and be con- 
tent with a private Itation, the fearful empe- 
ror held a council on that occafion, to confulc 
whether he (hould obey his rival's orders. 

He was foon delivered from his uneafinefs. 
The fifth day after the rebellion broke out, 
Camillus's troops began to repent, and a pre- 
tended ill omen made them change their minds 
entirely. Orders being given for them to march, 
their Standards, probably lluck too deep in 
the earth, were not very eafily plucked out. 
That was enough to make them conclude the 
gods were averfe to their infidelity towards 
their lawful emperor: and turning at once 
from their firft dcfign, they killed their officers 
Sni.ott. who had induced them lo rebel. Camillus 
*■ '' finding by that what he had to expeft himfelf, 

fled to the little ifland of Ifla : but could not 
iw».«f.)ii. g^QJj [jjj j[| jTjjjg, jjg ^^g killed there, in the 

iarms of his wife, by one Volaginius, a private 
Ibldier, 
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ibldier, who afterwards attained the higheft A.R. 793, 
military honours. *■ Sj'^*' 

Claudius had no thoughts of puniftiing the u'.'j$. 
legions for a difobedience of fuch Ihort dura- ^"■ 
ration : on the contrary he rewarded them for 
their fpeedy return to their duty. The fenate rar.«*.(n. 
gave, the fcventh and eleventh legions the |.^^_ 
names of the Claudian, the Faithful^ and the 
Pious. Junia, Camillus'a wife, and her fon 
likewife partook of the emperor's clemency : 
but Junia feems to have been entitled to it by 
impeaching all that had any Oiare in her huf- 
band's revolt. She was only banifhed : young 
Camillus had a free pardon. 

Not fo his father's accomplices. Very ftrift 'wiQ ">- 
enquiry was made after them, and a great ma- 1^"^^ 
ny people of diftinftion loft their lives. A^"""^ 
PrEEtor, at that time in place, was forced to "* 
refign, and was put to death. Vinicianus kil- 
led himfelf. MelTalina, Narciflus, and the 
other freemen took that opportunity to glut 
their revenge, and enrich themfelves with the 
fpoils of criminals. They not only -caufed 
feveral fenators and Roman knights to be con- 
demned and executed, but Brft had them put 
to the rack ; tho* Claudius had fworn folemnly 
at the beginning of his reign, that no perfon 
of diftinftion fhould ever be tortured. Thofc 
that efcaped were indebted to their money for 
it. The bodies of fuch as were condemned 
men and women, were draped to the gemo- 
ni£, where were likewife brought the heads of 
thofe that periihed out of Rome. Claudius 
however did not make innocent children iuffer 
for their father's guilt, he not only fpared their 
lives. 
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A.R. 793. lives, but gave feveral their parent's forfeited 
A,R..42-eftates. 

Himfelf in perfon judged all thefe affairs 
in the fenatc, affifted by the Prjetprian Praefeits; 
and, which was very fhameful in him, by his 
freemerit who were fcatcd next him. Narcif- 
fus had on this occafion an excellent leiTon 
given him by one Galefus, a freeman of Ca- 
inillus's. Galefus wearied out with the quef- 
tions the Qther put to him, being afked among 
other things what he would have done if his 
inafter (lad been made epiperor, *' I would 
^' have ftood behind him, anfwered he, and 
*' held my tongue." 
a"'^ "^ ^^ "" ^^^^ "^^^ concerned in the revolt and 
i>^ms! Re- punilhment of Camillus, the molt remark* 
msrksoii jbie, lefs (o in itfelf than for the courage 
of Arria his wife, is the death of Cecina Psetus, 
S^ man of confular dignity. Every one knows 
xhe famous a<^ion of that Pagan heroine, who, 
not only encouraged her hulband to kill him- 
felf, but fet him the exanipie, (tabbing herfelf 
firft, and then prefentiog him the dagger with 
thefe words, *' Paetus, it does not hurt." 
Fiin.if.iii.. The younger Pliny extols Arria's magna- 
'^ nimity high,ly, obferving that her killing her- 

jfelf was not a fudden ft^rt, but what ihe had 
iong refiefted- and refolved on ; and fo far 
he proves clearly. Arria being prefent when 
Junia Catpillus's widow was brought before 
.Claudius and declared her readinefs to impeach 
■the accomplices. "* And do you deferve 
" to be believed, faid Arria to her, you, 

> Ego te aadiain, cujug in gremio Scribonianus occifiu 
eft, etvivis! 
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*.* in whoCe arms Camillus was killed; andA.R. 793. 

•' you ftill alive ! " Her family miftrufted her A- *-■ +*• 

defign : and the illuftrious ' Thrafea her fon- 

in-law, among other arguments he cnade ulb 

of to difiuade her from it, having faid, " What 

** then ? If I was forced to periih, _would you 

" have your daughter die with me? Yes, 

** anfwered flie, fliould it happen that Ihc 

*' were to live as long, and in as ftrid an union 

*' withyou,asI have lived with Pjecus, I would 

•' have it fo." This declaration encrealed their 

uneafinefs, and they watched her more carefully 

than ever. She perceived it, and faid to the 

people about her, " You '' will gain nothing 

" by this. You may compel me to die mife- 

** rably ; but to prevent my dying is out of 

*' your power." At the fame time ftarting 

up from her feat, ihe ran her head againft the 

wall with fuch violence that Ihe dropped down 

in a fwoon. Recovering her fenfes, " Well '', 

*' faid Jhe to them, did I not tell, you, if you 

*' refufed me a gentle death, I would find a 

*' way to die, however violent it might be ?" 

The following anions of Arria's are truly 
laudable. Pxtus was arretted in Dalmatia, 
and put on board a Ihip to be carried to Rome. 
She begged as a favour the officer, who had 
care of the prifoner, wpuld fuffer her to- go 

' Quum Thrafea gener •" Nihil agitia. Potcftit 

' ejus depiecaretur ne mori etiim efiicere ut male mo- 

pn^rct, interque alia dix- riar : ne moriar, non po. 

ijTet, Tu vii ergo filiam luam, teflis. 

& mihi pereundum fuerit, ' Dixeram Vobis inven. 

mori mecuro ? refpondit, fi turam me quarolibet duram 

tam diu, tanCaque concor- ad mortem viajn, fi fadlem 

dia vixerit tecum, quam ego negaHeus, 
cum Pxto, volo. 
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A-R. 79J. in the fame fhip. " You » cannot, faid flic 
A,C. 42. M to him, but allow a man of his rank, a 
" man of Confular dignity, a few Oaves to wait 
** on him at table, and drels him. I will do 
*' all thofe things myfclf." Finding /he could 
not prevail, fuch was her conjugal affedlion, 
ibe hired a fi(hing-boat, and in that kept 
clofe to the fhip in which her hulband was. 

She always had that tender and courage- 
ous aftedion for him ; and Pliny gives an in- 
ftance worthy being propofcd here as ao 
example. Pxtus, and a fon he had, were both 
dangeroufly ill at the fame time. The fon, a 
young man amiable for his perfon, fentimcnts, 
and modefty, died. Arria let the father know 
nothing of the death and burial of his fon : 
nay more, when fhe went into her fick huf- 
band's room, Ihe let no figns of grief or for- 
row appear in her countenance. Partus did 
not fail to enquire after his fon. Arria, telling 
an untruth, it might perhaps be too hard to 
cenfure her for on fuch an occafion, anfwered 
, he was better. " He flept well, faid ftie, and 
•• has eat pretty heartily." If her tears, too 
Jong fmothered, were ready to choak her, ihe 
withdrew to give them vent, and then would 
come back with chearful looks, as if the had 
left her grief behind her. 

Such was Arria; and the tranfmitted her 
courage and dignity of fentiments to her pofte- 
rity. Her virtues ftill Ihone in her grand- 
daughter Fannia, with whom Pliny was ex- 
tremely well acquainted. 

■ Nempeemmdatuneftis capiat, a quibus veftiatur, i I 
Confolari vira, IVrvnlos ati- quibua caldetar : omnia vel 
^oi, qaoTum^manucibum tola prxltabo. 

Ciaudiui 
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Claudius prided himfelf greatly on having A***79^ 
ftopC and puniftied Camillus's plots, tho' it-*-*-^'+*- 
was more owing to his good fortune than any 
thing elfe : and as he piqued himfelf on b^ng 
a great Grecian, when he was to give out the 
word to his guards, he gave them on this at- 
caGon a line of Homer, the fenfe of which is, 
** It is • proper to take revenge on whoever 
" firft declares himfelf our enemy." 

It is very fingular, that Claudius's authority *°"''"^ 
ihould have been made ufe of to revenge the " die for 
death of the officers who affifted Camillus to ^''^l^^^^' 
his revolt. Yet fo it was •, and Salvius Otho, hm *h.' 
father of the emperor Otho, being fent to com- ^^^ '^ 
roand the army in Dalmatia, ventured to con- &«c(U.i. 
demn and execute, as guilty of mutiny, the 
foldiers who had killed their officers, altho'the 
emperor had rewarded them for it. Claudius, 
«ver weak, took it patiently, only ffiewing a 
little coldnefs to Otho : and very foon after he 
Cook him again quite into favour, on the lat- 
ter's difcovcring to him the ill defign of a * 
Roman knight who wanted to aflaffinate him. 
The criminal was thrown down the Tarpeian d* 
rock by the Confuls and tribunes of the people. 

Dion Caffius places the puniffiment of this 
kni^t under Claudius's third Corifulffiip, 
in which be took for coUegue the famous fyco- 
phant Vitellius. 

• 'AvSi dzrufiutaiTixi, * ^*" "af *' »«' "/ '*» 
OJ. XVI. 72. «/*"■ SMtomiii, pagi 169. 

Ti. 
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A,R.794. Ti. Claudius Caesar Augustus Ger- 

A. C. 43- MAMCUS III. 

L. VlTELLIUS II. 

ciaodiui u This year Claudius abolifhed fcveral holi- 
^'^"^^"days, there being (o many o/ them, that they 
roaktshini- interfered with the fervice of the public, and 
it^p"hi prevemed the difpatch of bufmefs. In that he 
fcyit. confulted his own taftc : for he was very fond 
^tt&'ti. ^^ jii'^g'^Bi ^"'i regularly fpent whole days in 
that employ. In his decifions he did not ad- 
here to the letter of the law \ but pretended to 
be guided by the equity of the cafe, correfting 
as he thought proper the too great lenity or 
fevcrity of the ancient ordinances. So if any 
loft their caufc for want of obferring the for- 
malities prefcribed, even tho' they were eflcn- 
tial ones, he allowed them to begin again. On 
the other hand, he would ftrain the feverity of 
the law, in what punilhments he inBifted for 
fraud in things of any confequence, condemn- 
ing the guilty to be caft to the wild beads. 
Nothing could be more uncertain than hia 
* method of examining and deciding matters. 

' Sometimes he would proceed with the utmoft 

prudence and circumfpeftion : at others he 
ivas moft inconfiderately rafh, and often fo 
Itupid, that every one laughed at him. Sue- 
tonius gives us inftances of each kind. 

He praifes him for ading fenfibly at a re- 
• view he made of the benches of judges. The 
funftion of judge in Rome was a troublefome 
one, and in fome cafes the laws granted an ex- 
cnjption from it, as a privilege. One of chofe 
that were on the lift) being called on in his 
turn 
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turn to appear at this review, and not alledg- A.S.794. 
ing the number of his children, by which he *' *-■ 45- 
was difpenfcd from that office, Claudius ftruck 
him off, as a man who fought an employment 
he ought not to undertake but with reluftance 
and when obliged to do it. Another, who had 
a fuit depending, being called upon at that in- 
ftant by his adverfe party, anfwered, tliey 
■were not pleading then, but he would appear 
before the judge at a proper time. Claudius 
obliged him to plead his caufe dired:ly beforb 
him, '* that I may fee, faid he, by your way 
•* of pleading for yourfclf, whether you are 
•' capable of judging others. " A wo- 
man would not acknowledge her own foti, 
Claudius ordered her to marry him, and by 
that means forced her to own the truth. This 
judgment has fome aiffinity with that of So- 
lomon, tho' of a different kind. But to re- 
turn to Claudius. 

He almoft always decided in favour of thofe 
that were prefcnt, and condemned the abfent, 
without examining whether they had juft caufe 
to alledgc for their abfence, or not : which 
made Seneca jokingly fay ; " Lament » the 
'•• death of the clcvereft and moil expeditious 
** of judges 1 who would determine a caufe on 
" hearing one fide only, and often without 
*' hearing either." He judged according to 
the Brfl: imprelTion that was made on him. A 
man, accufed of forgery, being brought be- 
fore him, fomebody prefenc chanced to cry 

■ Deflete viram Una tantilin 

Quo non alius Parte audita, 

Pot^it citius Sxpe & neutra. 

Difcerc caufii, Stn. AotsxoXok. 

out. 
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A.R-794. out, he ought to have his hand cut off. Clau> 
A. C.43- dius in a great hurry ordered the executioner 
to be brought diredly with his block, and 
hatchet. 

His niliDcfs appeared in a thoufand Ihapes. 
A man was accufed of pretending to be a 
Roman citizen, when in laQ: he was not. A 
warm debate arofe between the lawyers, whe- 
ther he ihould be brought to the bar in a 
Greek or Roman drefs : Claudius, to fhcw 
his impartiality, ordered him to change deaths, 
according to the perfanage he was to repre- 
fent in the cou^fe of the pleadings ; to be a 
Greek whilft his accufation was read, and a 
Roman whilft his counTel was fpeaking for 
him. In another caufe, wherein the judges 
opinions were taken in writing, he concluded 
.his with thefe words, " I am for thofe who 
** have the bcft right." 

Thefe things made him appear very con- 
temptible, and people laughed at him openly. 
Somebody excu&ng a witnefs who had been 
fummoned out of the country, faid he could 
not pollibly come : Claudius afking why, and 
repeating the queftion feveral times, the other 
at laft anfwered, " becaufc he died at Puzzola." 
Another thanked him for giving a perfon ac- 
cufed leave to make his defence, adding, " tho' 
** ic be a thing that he is of courfe intitled to." 
The lawyers would often try his patience, not 
only calling aloud after him when he rofe from 
his tribunal, but catching him by the robe, or 
laying hold of his foot, to prevent his going. 
A Greek who was pleading before him, after 
contcfting and perfeftly quarrelling with him, 
had the aflurance to fay to his face, " You are a 
« filly 
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*' filly old man." In fliort, a Roman knight A.R.794^ 
being accufed by powerful enemies of a moft ^- ^- 43- 
odious debauchery of which he was perfeftly 
innocent, finding women, common proftitutes, 
were produced as witnelTes againft him, and 
their aepontions received, upbraided him with 
his cruelty and ftupidity, and threw the pa-< 
pers he had in his hand with a penknife, in 
Claudius's face, whereby he was Aightly wound- 
ed in the cheek. 

Such as we have defcHbed Claudius in hts 
capacity of judge, fuch he was in every o- 
ther thing. His heart was upright enough ; 
he had fome glimmerings of natural fenle, but 
circumfcribcd within a very narrow fphere-, 
and a kind of good inftind, generally ftifled 
by fear, drunkennefs or incontinence ; and al - 
moft always directed by the imprcflions and 
impulfes of thofc that were about him, who 
governed him like a piece of clock-work. 

His incUnation led him to follow Auguftus's tnconfite"- 
maxims with regard to the right of being a ZZ's Ja- 
citizen of Rpme ; and not to be lavifh of that •*"** *'"' 
title. Suetonius fays, he put fome to death ^frighw 
for no other crime than ufurping the preroga- ofRo"*" 
tivcs of Roman citizens. Such excefs of fe- w/^'dih 
verity feems hardly credible, or it muft have "J^^^"'^ 
beenfomepieceofvengcanceof Meflalina's: tho' J««. cittj. 
it muft be owned he did fome very feverc things 'f- 
of thai kind of his own accord. A Greek, natu- 
ralized a Roman, appearing before the fenate 
on fome affair of importance, and not being 
able to anfwcr the queftions that were aflced 
him in Latin, Claudius deprived, him of the 
right of burgefiy in a city where he did not 
underfbtnd the languagie. With much greater 

Vol. III. N reafoa 
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A-R-79+ireafon did he take it from'fuch as were deemed 
A. C. 43. unworthy of it, either for the lownefs Qf ifieii' 
extrailion, or depravity oF their morals. He 
yins fo ftrift as to forbid any one's taking 
a Roman name, if he was not a citizen di 
Rome. 

. On the other hand, that fanje title of Ro- 
man citizen, of which he was fo jealous, ne- 
ver was fo eafily obtained as under his reign. 
Every thing was' to be purchafed from Mefla- 
Una and the freemen : and as great preroga- 
tives, and a nouble pre-eminence over ftrangers 
were annexed to the qualification of citizen of 
Rome, crowds of purchafers offered at firfi: 
but by growing too common, that fine title 
loft its value, and became of fo Itute efti- 
tnation, that ralliers would fay out of 4 joke, 
one might buy tt for a bit of broken glafs. 

Claudius's conduit was equally inconflftent 
in what concerned the fenatorial dignity. By 
his oath he had promifed not to admit any into 
that body, whole predeceflbrs for five genera- 
tions had not been Roman citizens : yet he 
made the fon of a freeman a fenator, only re- 
quiring him to be adopted by a knight. 
Somehudi- Dion Cafllus mentions fome laudable actions 
MMhing,. ^f j^jg (jy^j^g |,j3 ([,j^^ ConfulOiip. He ob- 
liged thofe, to whom his predeceflbr had giyen 
immenfe fuips out of niere caprice and prodi- 
gality, to refund what they had received un- 
merited. On the other hahd, he returned to 
the undertakers of the high-ways, the fums 
Corbulo, under Caius's authority, had unjuftty 
exacted from them- It had been cuftomary, 
■ even in the republican timesj for new made 
citizens tQ tftke the name of the Patron to 
whom 
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whom they were indebted for that honourable A.R-79+. 
qualification. Befides that, it was grown a^''-*43- 
cuftoiti under the cmpcrors> that whoever re- 
ceived a favour of any kind, was to leave thetn« 
by will, a part at leaft of what they, were worth. 
Under colour of this double pretence, wretches 
of informers plagued and harraHcd thofe that 
had been made citizens by Caligula, or their 
heirs. Claudius forbid all odious vexadons 
of that kind, declaring he would futFer no 
fuit to be commenced againft any one for that 
caufe. He was not fond of money, as I have 
elfewhere obferved, 

I fliall mention here fundry regulations Sundry re- 
or remafkable deeds of Claudius's, colleft- Sd^Xm* 
ed -by Suetonius, without date, as is his ^^^"^^ 
cuftom, and which I think ought not to be 11'— 25. 
omitted. 

Tho' it be not faid any where that he pro- 
pofcd Auguftus as his model (and certainly he 
wai very unequal to the talk of copying him) 
yet I think I obferve in the Heps Claudius took, 
an attempt to follow the traces of that great 
emperor. For that reafon he was attached, as 
Auguftus had been, tothcoldreligiousceremo-^*-"- 'j- 
nies. He obferved them puniflually, and revived 
fome that Kad been difufed. 

Like him, his maxim was to encourage Su,i. onat, 
marriages, and allure the citizens to it. One *'■ 
day, before a full houfe, giving a gladiator 
leave, at the requcft of his four fons, to leave 
off that profeffion, and every one applauding 
the deed, be fcnt billets round the alTembly, 
exhorting them all to obferve how nwch they 
ought to with for children, and to bring them 
N 2 up. 
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A.R.794. up, fince they faw whatfervkeitwasofevento 

"" *-• 43- a gladiator. 

Smb. OmmJ. He reformed' the profeffion of the law in 

"' •^' fome points. Vexed at thofe who, not fenGble 
of the honour and value of the fenatorial dig- 
nity, refufed it when offered, he degraded them 
even from the rank of knights. Such free- 
men as had the infolence to want to be made 
knights, had their ellates forfeited, whilfthe 
fuffered his own to rife to a degree of jpower 
and credit beyond even the Confuls. If free- 
men were convicted of ingratitude towards 
their patrons, he reduced them to their primi- 
tive ftate of fervitude. 

*"" What probably occafioncd fuch rigour, was 

a thing Dion CalTiua mentions in the year 
wherein Valerius Afiaticus was a fecond time 
Conful with M. Silanus. A freeman had the 
aflurance to accufe his patron before a tribune 
of the people, and to delire an uQier might be 
fent to force him to appear. The tribune 
granted it : but Claudius hearing of the affair, 
fiew in fuch a paflion, that he ordered the free- 
''''• man to be punilhed, (Dion Caffius does not 

fay what puntfhmcnt) declaring to thofe who 
had taken his part, and fpirited him up, chat 
if ever they Qiould chance to have any com- 
plaints to make againft their freemen, he 
would not receive their petitions, nor do them 
juftice. 

Yet he did not authorize or encourage maf- 
ters to ufe their flaves too roughly : on the 
contrary, he made a very wife and humane 
law on that occafion. It was cuftomary for 
mafters to expofe their fick (laves in the ifland 
lof Efculapius, to fave the trouble and expence 



DiqiiiicdbvGoogIc 



CLAUDIUS. BOOKVUI. i8i 

of having them cured. Claudius f naded, that A.R. 79+. 
thofe flaves Oiould have their freedom if ihey A- ^- 4J- 
recovered ; adding, that if their maftcrs chofe 
Co kill, rather than expofe them, they Ihould 
be profecuced for murder. 

To prevent and flop fires in Oftia and Puz- 
zola, he quartered a cohort in each of thofe 
towns. He was, with great reafon, fhocked 
at the Druids facrificing human vitftims. Au- 

tiftus went no farther than forbidding the 
Oman citizens to praftife it. Claudius for- 
bid it abfolutely i tho' he could not totally 
abolilh it. In confequence of the fame way 
of thinking, he attempted, tho* in vain, to 
introduce the myfteries of Ceres Eleufina in 
Rome, becaufe they were peaceable and fociable 
rites. The temple of Venus Erycina in Si- t«. it. 
cily had been long decaying and going to ruin: '"'■*^' 
Tiberit^' undertook tp rebuild that famous edi- 
fice : but * his ufual Ilownefs and negligence 
prevailing, it ftill remained in the fame fhat- 
tered condition. Claudius procured a decree 
of the fenate, ordering the charge of rebuild- 
ing it to be paid out of the public treafure. 

The order of time brings us back to the TheLyci>ns 
moft brilliant part of Claudius's reign 1 I mean J^Ktem. 
the conqueft of a part of Britain. But before 5«i. OiW. 
we enter on that, I muft take notice of fome *v*^ ^"•, 
things, moft of which preceded that expe- 
dition. 

The Lycians were at that time a free peo- 
ple, and governed by their own laws ; but di- 
viding into fa£tions and feditions, in which 
fome Roman citizens were killed, Claudius de- 

* Thi) ii tnlj ntf cenjiHurt, in trjtr ta rtundlt Suttenimi 
taid Tefitai. . 

N 3 prived 
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A.R.794-prived them of their liberty, and united their. 

A- C. 43. country to the province of Pamphylonta. 

Death in MclTalina, and the freemen, ftudylng only 

c^i!^T"" how they might plunder by any poflible means, 

McfliiiM extended their rapacious views to the ncceffa- 

„CD. ' "*" rics of life, which, by their management, be- 

^''' came very fcacce, and confequently very dear 

in Rome, Claudius was forced to fet a price 

on them himfetf, and to publifh it in an af- 

fembly of the people held in the Campus 

Martins. 

Jb^l'^i' -^-^^ *^^ ^^^^ ^^"^ ^^^^ Meffalina was cor- 

icwdncb. rupting every part of the ftate, by felling em- 

ploymeats, pcms of command, and govern- 

. meats of provinces, Ibe gave a loofe to the 

. moft excefiive debaucheries, into which fbe 

inticed ladies of the greateft diftinflion. If 

their hufbands bore their dilhonour patiently, 

and confcnted to her defires, (he rewarded and 

promoted them. But death was the certain 

ialary of the leaft refinance to her will. 

' Claudius was ignorant of what Was doing 

openly in his own palace. She amuled him, 

by furnifhing him herfelf with concubines ; and 

whoever was fufpefted by her of wanting to 

give the emperor any intelligcrKe, was fure to 

die. Juftus Catonius, Praefeil of the Pneto- 

rian cohorts, fell a vidim to her fiifpicions of 

that kind. 

She held Claudius in fuch contempt, that 
Ihe would ufe his name and authority to faci- 
litate the very intrigues by which ihe diflio- 
noured him. The Pantomime Mnefter, of 
whom we have fpoken in Caius's life, fearing 
the confequences of a criminal commerce with 
the emprefS} ihe managed fo as to make 
Claudius 
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Claudius, himfetf order him to obey her in alf A.R 794. 
bor commands. ^- ^- 4J* 

Her jealotjfy. was carried to a pitch of fury, D»Mh of 
and had' already caufed the death of Julia, J,"u'^ter,o 
daughter of Germanicus. Another Julia, i>nifui,fon 
daughter to Drufus, fan of Tiberius, in6 Rvfi sJ!al!^'. 
married to Nero, cidcft fon of the I^me Ger- »9- ^D'». 
manicus, met the like fate. The reader may 
remember that young princefs was concern- 
ed in Sejanus's and her mother Livia's plots 
againft her hulband. McfTalina's wickednefs, 
and her uncle Cliudiua's ftupidity, brought 
doirn on her the punifhment Ihe merited 
for that-crime. What we know of it is, that 
fhe was put to d^ath ; the particularities of 
the.eT«nt are' loft to us ; we can only fay, that 
of the two Julia's jufl mentioned, one periflied s„^ ^^_ 
by the fwofd, the othet was ftarvcdto death, koxox. 

Agfippna, the only furviving • princefs of i>«»>ii of 
the blood of the Claudii, lefs lewd than Meffa- J„Sb, 
lina, but in other refpefls equally wicked, bi'wifeA- 
could not' then fl>ew openly the atrocity of her p^Sc"iri- 
difpoficion, becaufe (he V/as only in a private <« Keating 
ftation. She tried however, fecretly, what "r.''" "*" 
crimes file could be capable of doing. It was ^f- ** 
about this time that flie poifoned Crifpus Paf- ,"; J]"' 
fldttidS, her fecond hufband, a celebrated, ora- '''''■"■ 
tor, ■Mid who had been twice Conful. He was " ' 
pi^bty tht fen of otiQ FafTtienus mentioned 
"by Vellielui;^ as' having merited the honours of 
triumph tAdflr Augaftlis -in Africa, and who 
fcemstobe the fanrw with L. Paffisenus Rufus, 
Conful in the yearof R4me 748. ThisFaffix- 
AU9, became illuftrious by the talents of his 

■ • Idcrntt nthn Jititvia^ ani OUavia, the rtigning ti^ 
ftrtr't dttughUrs, 

, : ' N 4 mind. 
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A'R. 794- mind. He pleaded with lingular applaule, 
■*• *^' +J- nor was he ever taxed with prolBtuting his elo- 
quence in the caufe of infamy, or making it 
meanly fubfervient to tyranny. He was fond 
of a joke. We have already mentioned his 
deBnition of Cains. He ufed to fay of Clau- 
dius compared to Auguftus, " I ■ had rather 
*• have Auguftus's efteem, but Claudius's re- 
*' wards -," for Claudius knew neither bounds 
nor judgment in giving. 

He was mild and good-natured, as appears 
from an inftance recorded by Quintilian. Plead- 
ing for his wife Domitia againft her brother 
Ahaenobarbus, in the preamble to his difcourfe 
he reminded them of the fentiments of con- 
cord and friendlhip they ought naturally to 
have for each other ; and, as the difpute was 
about a fum of money, he reprefented to them, 
that they were both very rich : ** What •» you 
" are contending for, faid he to them, is of 
" all things that which you want the leaft." 
His mildnefs indeed fometlmes bordered on 
Hin. »yi. effeminacy. Pliny fays, Pafllsenus fell in love 
**' with a fine tree, that he embraced it, killed it. 

Jay under the Ihadow of its branches, and 
poured wine on its roots. 

In each of his marriages his alUance was 
noble. HisBrftwifewasDomitia, Nero'saunti 
his fccond Agrippina, mother of that prince. 

He was extreamly rich : an ancient author 
reckons he Was worth two hundred millions of 
fefterces (upwards of a million and a half.) He 
wasimprudentenoughtomakehiswill,andname 

a Malodivi Aueuftijudi' b Nihil vobi* minus deeft, 
ciuDii malo Claoaii bcnefi- quiidequocODteiiditis.l^'a- 
dura. Sen. Ji Binef. t. i^. til li/it. Or. vt. i. 

Agrip- 



L.,L,,l,;.d.,G00^IC 



CLAUDIUS. BOOKVm. 185 

Agrippina his heirefs : and that covetous cruel A.R. 794. 
wife, the fooner to come at fo large a fum, ■*■ ^- ♦}• 
poifoned her hufband. He was honoured with 
a public funeral. 

I come now to Claudius's expedition i^ainft p«" ^ Bn- 
Britain, which I fliall begin by a (hort delcrip- JH^""* 
tion of that illand, then fo weak and litue 
known, now fo potent and renowned. I Ihall 
coiled the moft eflential parts o£ what little 
is faid (^ it by Cxfar^ Strabo and Tacitps. 
The reader may not be difpleafed at a cotnpa- 
rifon of its ancient poverty and barbarity, with 
its prefent ftate. 



SECT. 11. 

Afiiort iefcription of Britain, Its Jituation net 
knvwn.to meji of the ancients. Inhabited by 
•tiarious nations. Manners of the people. 7'in 
trade, Their manner of fighting. Their gO' 

■ veranuBt. The Britons is vain invaded by 
Ctefar,fee no more Roman armies in their ijland 

- till Claudius's time, Plautius fent by Claudius 

■ vuith an army into Britain. Claudius goes to 
Britain himfelf flays there hut ftxteen days, 
and then returns to Rome. . Claudius's triumph. 
Part ef Britain made a Roman province. Par- 
ticular euasts. Alteration. made in the manner 

■ ef taking the annual oath. Regulations made 
fir revived by Claudius. Votive games. U- 
beraUties to the people. A fifth day added to 
the Saturnalia. EcUpfe of the fun. j^ftatieus 
appointed Conful for tie whole year, abdicates 
hqart the time. Finictus dies poifoned by Mef- 

falina 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIc 



HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

falina. • Afinius Callus con/pites againfi tbi 

- empiror^ and is bani/hed. Tirraci becomes m 

Roman frarvinu, A liew ifiand appears in 

the Egean Sea. Claudius cenfar with yiteliius. 

Viteltius's abjeSjiattay. CUmdius's operations 

in bis Cenfarjmp. Several perfons accufed tf 

tmfpracy. Pompaks Magnus^ fon-in-law to 

ClMidius, fm.t to death wtb his father and 

number . Condemnatitm axd death ef Valstius 

Afialicm. Complaints egainfi. the Ldtiyers. 

R^tdatiOtt Jhdt^ their falMits. ■ Secular ganiet. 

DoftMui^.t^terwards a^ed.Nero^ thepeepUs 

darling. Mejfalina's outrageotis love, of SHitai 

Claudius bufies bimfelf in the funliiens of cen- 

for. Jbree new letters added to the a lpb abe ti 

Commotions in the Eqfiy and in Germa^. Ita- 

lus king of thi Cberufti, Jacurjions of the 

Cauci into Lovner Germarrf. CorbuWs exploits, 

Claudius cheeks that general's aSivity. €att^ 

between the Rhine and- the Maefe. Cttrtius 

Ryfus obtains the ornaments of triumph. Per- 

' haps be is the fame with ^mttts Curtius. His 

'. fortune. Plaatias's coation. Claudius w" in 

danger of being affajmaiid. The ^uaflors 

obliged to gite a combat of gladiators. Viiel- 

" liurs two fotts Confnls thf fame year. The 

'" Gauls admitthi htto tbtfekate, and to the dig- 

■ attics 1^ ibe empire. A fragment of Claudhts's 

' fpeech on that oecajion. Rejleifions on that 

': regnlatioH: '¥hs Eduans are the firfi Gauls 

\'Who enjuj tlStit prerogative. ■■ New Patrician 

'families. ■ 5^e emperor Oth»*s father made a 

PatncioTi. ' kegard Jhetan tie fenstors that 

' were firuck off the' lift. Thejuflre elofed. 

I SHALL Eiot trouble my readers with a 
ditferution^on the fujppoftd etymolegies 
of 
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of the names jilUan zaA BritatBy by which ^ ftort d=- 
the iOand of Great Britain, or England, was BmiiC 'in 
ancicDtiy called i many authors, to whom I fi'""*"" not 
refer, having treated that fubjeft copioufly : a moiTirtie 
repetition of which would in 3 gtcat mcafure be ^'^'"^^ 
foreign to the purport of this work. I Ihall 
only obfcrve, that the anrient Latin writers, 
tny chief authorities in the compilation of this 
hiftory, always calt ic Britain. Its true fltu- <^'f- ^ b. 
atton was fo little known to the ancients, that 'slrihlXit. 
moft of them thought it lay due * weft of ^'"■•■4'- 
Spain. They hardly knew it was an ifland : "^*** 
and the' fome of them, who were beft in- 
formed, as Cafar, Strabo, and Pomponius 
Meta, fpeak of it pofuively as fuch, yet the 
Romans in genenu fhought it a matter of 
. doubt, till Agricolas's fleet failed round it in 
Vefpafian's reign. It would be aS' needlefs to 
copy here what they hiwe faid ■ of the climate 
and prodticc of the country. 

Britain was very populous, at the time I am lahabiud by 
fpeaking of, bong inhabited by various nations J?^"* "^ 
of di&pent origins, and diftinA from each o- 
ther. Thoie that dwelt towards the centre of 
.the ifland, faid the earth was thdr parent \ 
meaning they weie defended from the oldeft 
inhabitants of the country, from times fo re- 
mote, that their Srft origin could not be traced. 
Tacitus is ,of opinion, the Caledonians, who 
lived in the moft norriiem parts, were origi- 
nally a colony of Germans : their extraordi<- 
nary fize and fair hair are his rsafons for think- 
ing fo. In the Silures he finds a relemblance 
■of the Spaniards, on account of their fwarthy 

• Straho, I. II. p. 120. be fays the moft •wiftcrn pnint 
/fiakj i^sri freeiftlj, •»!>*» efBritaalietmribe/SptSin. 

coni- 
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complexion and natural curle^ hair, as well as 
the country they inhabited on the borders of 
the Severn, the neareft to Spain of any part 
of the ifland. The Britons next Gaul were 
like the Gauls. Cxfar fays, the whole coaft 
on that fide was full of tranfmigrated Gauls, 
who fiill retained the names of the nations of 
which they were colonies. Tacitus adds other 
-circumftances, in which they refembled, the 
fame religious ceremonies, and the fame at- 
tachment to their fuperilirious opinions :, a 
great affinity in their languages, and the fame 
boldnefs to encounter danger when remote, 
and fearfulnefs when actually eng^ed : with 
this only difference, according to him, that the 
Britons were moft courageous, becaufe they 
had not yet been enervated, as the Gauls were, 
by a long feries of peace. 
Uinmn of Suppoflng Britain to have been inhabited 
*• f*°f''' by people of different origins, we muft natu- 
rally admit likewi!e a diverfity of mamiers. But 
the Greek and Roman authors were not fuffici- 
ently acquainted with the country, to be able 
to give an account of thofc particulars. They 
tell us in general, that ' the Britons were a 
limple, ruftic, uncultivated people. They 
have milk, fays Strabo, yet fuch is the igno* 
ranee of many of them, that they don't know 
how to make cheefe. They arc utter Grangers 
CO gardening, and fome have no notion even 
of any branch of agriculture. Ciefar too fays, 
that thofe who inhabited the inland parts lowed 
no corn, but lived on milk, the Aelh of their 
own cattle, and what they killed in hunting, 
hares excepted, which, for ibme fuperftitious 
rcafon, they would not eat j nor did they think 
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it lawful for them to eat chickens or gte&y 
the' they bred them for their pleafurc. Their 
drefS) as fimple as their manners, was the 
ikins of beafts : their towns, confifting of a 
number of huts, to which they fled pet-mel 
with their cattle, when invaded by an enemy, 
were great inclofures furrounded by hedges 
and ditches in the midfl of forefts. Their ufual 
habitations might be morecommudiousandlefi. 
favage. CseTar fays their buildings were like 
thofe of the Gauls : he accufes them of having 
no idea of natural pudicity in their marriages : 
they live, lays he, ten or twelve men in com- 
mon together, brothers, fathers, or children, 
with as many or more wives, and whatever 
children are bom belong to him who married 
the mother wbilft ^ virgin. Strabo fays nearly 
the (ame of the Hibernians. 

The Britons were fo poor in C^elar's time, 
that they had no other kind of money but 
copper and iron : Cicero too in his letters lays Ci. aJrstm. 
filver and gold were not to be found among *"- ?• 
them : yet Strabo and Tacitus both fay there 
were mines of thofe metals in the ifland. The tIb t »v . 
Cornilh tin was at that time the chief commerce 
of Britain : that branch of trade is very old, 
and was a long' time carried on by the Phz- 
nicians only. We are told, they fetched tin 
from the Calfiterid * iflands, which pro- 
bably was Cornwall i by the un-informedan- 
cients thought furrounded by the fea. They 
were fo foUicitous to keep that trade entirely 
to themfelves, that Strabo fays, a Phxnician 

• S» tttllii Jr^at tbt Grtti vivrd xxTfiTteovj ^ubick 
fipnfitt Titt. 

pilot 
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pilots feeing a Roman fliip following him to 
find out the courfe he fteered for the CafTiterids* 
ran purpofely on fotjie fanda he was acquainted 
with to entice the Roman to follow him, who 
accordingly was loft ; but the Phsnician got 
off again, and on his return home was amply 
rewarded by the ftate. 
TheiMn- . In the hiftory of the Roman republic I have 
M^a ght- |-pQ]jgj^ Qf jjjg Britons manner of Bghting, and 
of their chariots for war. Their chief ftrength 
lay in their infantry. When they went to bat- 
tle they painted their bodies of a dark blue, 
thinking that mdde them appear more terrible 
to the enemy, ■ The women did the fame by 
way of ornament. The men let their hair grow 
long, but ihaved the reft of their bodies except 
the upper lip. 

Their government had been changed in Taci- 
tus*s time. After having had kings a long time, 
who probably were not very defpotic, a kind of 
ariftocracy had been introduced, which ferved 
only to divide their forces among feveral chiefs, 
and to prevent their uniting together ; and that, 
fays Tacitus % is always our main refource a- 
gainft powerful and warlike nations. They 
. cannot agree among themfelves : even two oc 
three wilt fetdom join to repel a comnKm dan- 
ger i but entering into a war one after another, 
they are all conquered at laft with cafe. 

Caslar was the firft Roman that pafled 
into Britain at the head of an army. In the 

a Nee aliud adversits va- ad pTOpulfandum commune 
lidiffimas gentes pro nobis periculum confenfus. ItK 
utitius, quam quod in com- dum fin^uli pueoant, univer- 
muncnonCWalunt. Rams fi vmcuntiir. 
duabos tiibufve civiiatibus 

hiftory 
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hjftoiy of the rejaiblic I have given an aC' The8ri)o». 
count of what himfelf fays of that expedi- '■^tei"hj' 
tton, in which his emloits were not great, ^^"- "« 
and ferved rather to make * the Britons known ro^ 
to the Romans, than fubjeft to them. Thc,*^i^j|^ 
civil wars enfued zfat that, and the leading ny tin 
men of the republic were bufred in dcftroying Jj^^"f" ' 
each other. Auguftus becoming fole mafter sir«*«, t«. 
of the empire, thought twice of profecuting 
his greac-uncle'i deligns againft Briton, or at 
leaft to make the Britons fear and refpeA 
the Roman name: and fo far he fuccseded. 
Tha kings and nations of that great iOand, at 
kaft fuch of them as were ncareft Gaul, fent 
ombafladors to do homage to him, and fub- 
mitted to pay a duty on all commodities ex- 
ported from their country to Gaul, or imported 
firam thence. 

Auguftus went no farther j and Tiberius, Srnh.i.n. 
confutting only his own cafe and quiet, followed ^i'.".% loo 
bis example. Strabo, who wrote in that em- 
peror's reign, endeavours to juftify the Romans 
difdaining a conqueft that could be of no 
Icrvice to them. Of what advantage could 
it be to them, fays he, to reckon fuch poor 
miferable people among their fubjefts ? the 
duties arifmg from the trade between Gaul and 
Britain amount to mcve than they could gel 
from that country were they mafters of it, not 
CO mention what -it would coft tp maintain 
the troops they would be forced to keep in 
the ifland. 

Caligula's defignson Britain ended,as we have Tm. 
feen, in picking up a parcel of fhells. It was 

> Potcft vi4«ri oftcQdi^ |ioAeii»« non tra4i(liire. Tac. 

unqer 
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A.R.794. under Claudius that thj: Romans gained the 
A. C. 43. grft confiderable footing there. That prince, 
incapable of being influenced by the political 
reafons that had withheld Augullus, moft pro- 
bably flattered himfelf with pompous ideas of 
furinounting the barrier of the ocean, of ' fub- 
jefting to the Roman dominion a people till 
then free and independant, and of being called 
the conqueror of nations, not only unfubdued 
Ab. but even unknown before him. He therefore 
took the opportunity offered him by one Ve- 
ricus, who being driven from the iftand by a 
contrary fadion, implmed his protedion to 
reftore him. Claudius ordered A. Plautius 
into Britain with the legions under his com- 
mand. 
Piniiui The Roman foldiers werenot eafilyperfuaded 
fcnt Jr to go into another world i for fuch they thought 
witK^' the country they were to be carried to. The 
^j '"w freeman Narciffus, thinking to conquer their 
' refinance to the co^nmands of their general, 
who was of Confular dignity, had 'the infolence 
Co go to their camp, and mount Pkutius's 
tribunal with an intent to harangue chem. 
Far from hearing him, they direfUy cried out. 
To the Saturnalia with him -, meaning to up- 
braid him with his having been formerly a 
flave : indignation produced what a fenfe of 
their duty had not been able to do, and they 
told their general they were ready to follow 
him. 

Plautius accordingly crofled over j but fuch 
is Dion CafHus^t exaftnefs, or at leafl; his ab- 

■ Tamditl daarim (Bri. Urum modd ante fe, veriim 

unniun) aperit ecce princi' ignotarum quoque gemitun 

pum mudmu), non iddonii- viAor. Pemp.Milo. iif.6- 

breviatpr's. 
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breviator's, that he does not tell us from what AR. 94- 
poft of Gaul he fet fail, nor in what part of *• '-■ +3" 
the ifland he landed. We may reafonably con- 
jeilure he followed Ca;far's route ; that he em- 
barked at the port of * Itius and its neighbour- ' '^iS'-"- 
hood, and landed in the county of Kent. His 
army was divided into three bodies, to avoid 
the confufion attending too great a number, 
and to keep the Britons in doubt where he 
purpofed to make his defcent. This precau- 
tion was needlefs with regard to them : they 
were not at all on th^ir guard, and Plautius 
landed without the tcall oppofition. 

The Barbarians, affrighted, immediately 
Bed to their woods and bogs, where the Ro- 
mans were obliged to follow to Bght them. 
At laft they joined, and the Romans conquer- 
ed Cara£tacus and Trogodumnus, both Tons of 
Cynobellinus, of whom we have fpokcn in 
Caligula's life. The Britons were not difheart- 
ened : they hoped Plautius's expedition would 
end as Cxfar's had done, and that a vigorous 
reflflance would baffle all his efforts, and force 
him to leave their ifland. They did not con- 
fider how much the circumftances of things 
were altered, nor that the Romans, being then 
In peaceable poHcfllon of Gaul, could take 
their own time to conquer them. The Britons, 
worfted in feveral engagements, were forced 
to give way, and Plautius, purfuing his ad- 
vantage, arrived at the mouth ot the Thames. 

There he was checked and ftopt, being like- cuudiu* 
wife under a neceflity of waiting for Claudius, uinh^tSi 
who intended to come in perfon and put him- fcystiw" 
felf at the head of his army, in cafe the begin- j"J^ VnT 
nings of the war promifed good fuccefs. He »!«"«'"'<* 

Vol. III. O had'""^"^- 
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A.R-7g4-had fteter fefcn Avtxr: and rtaritfed i tfiutripH 
sJ^aJtT irt form, thirikihg the triutiipha! HcirWui's thrf 
17. 'sDi,'. had beeii detrced hrrri by the feridtCj fdr tHc ad- 
vantage his lieutenants had girafed, tbb cdni- 
nioh, and beneath irtJperial dignitj. 

On the news of PliatitiS'i fuctefs, he fet otit 
fi-bm Rohie, leaving the aduiihifti-atioh bf thS 
eihpirc tb VitelHus His tdllegiie iri the edriful- 
Ihip. He embarked at Oftia, lahded at 
MdrfciUes, dnd croffing Gait!, took Ihipping 
• BwApi'- again at Gcflbtiacuni *; frorii whcrice he at-hVfea 
ih Britain, and joined His arWy on the Bdrdew 
of the Thames. 

Dion Caffius ftys, he paffed thdt rivet-, gained 
A Viftorjr over die Barbarians, and tot>k Ga- 
tiidlodunum *i where CynobcllinuS rcfided. Ori 
the contrary, according to SuetoniUs, CUudiUii 
was entirely takeh up, during his ftay in Bri- 
tain, with receiving the homage and fubhiif- 
floh of the conquered nations : he did not fight 
eVcn the Icaft fkirmiflii nor Was there- a dtop 
Ihed of the enemy's blood. I fhould be moft 
inclined to believe Suetonius. Dion Caffitis 
probably afcribed to Claudius what was done 
by his lieutenant PUutius. What is very ter- 
rain is, that the emperor made no long ftay irt 
the idand ; he was there but fixteeii dayr, after 
which he returned to Rome. 

He was fo proud of this expeditioh, that 
he catifed the Legions to proclaim hitti feveral 
times Imperator, orVidrorius General, tho' (he 
cuftom had always been, one example of Ca- 
ligula's to the contrary excepted, to take that 
, title but once for the whole fuccefs of bne and 

* Maldon, according la iMas a t<ywn ahut a'mile ivifi 
Camdin : bin othiri think it of tKalHin i« EJftX. 

the 
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the fame war, Hedifpatched his two fons-in- A.R.794, 
law, Magnus and Silanus, to carry the news ^' ^-43- 
of his cofltjuefts to Rome, and the fenate la- 
viflied on him all kinds of honours that could 
be imagined, a triumph, the furname of Bri- 
tannicus to him and his fon ; two triumphal 
arches, one in Rome, the other in Gaul, on 
the fpot where he embarked for Britain, and 
an annual feftival to immortalifc the memory ' 
of his exploits. All the honorary prerogatives 
that Livia, Tiberius's mother, had enjoyed, 
were hkewife granted Meffalina .on this occa- 
fion. 

Claudius returned to Rome by the Po, 
from which river he entered the Adriatic fea, 
in a Ihip, which Pliny fays, might more pro- pn^. m. 
perly have been called a floating- houfe. He '*• 
was fix months ^fent in the whole, and ar- 
rived at Rome towards the beginning of Crif- 
fnntis and Taurus*s ConfulQiip. 

L. QuiNTIUS CrISPINUS II. A.R.795. 

M. Statilius Taurus. ^- ^■,'^ 

Ciaudios's triumph was celebrated with all cijudiuj', 
poRible magnificence. Wondering himfelf how "^^""^^^ 
he could attain fuch a pitch of glory, heiy&ri))*,* 
^ared nothing that could contribute to its 
fyiendor \ and permitted governors ot pro- 
vinces, and even perfons under fenience of 
baniftiment to come to fee it. He likewife 
would have- all that had obtained the ornaments 
of triumph in that war, accompany his carr. 
There were many of them; for Claudius's 
eafy temper made him grant thofe honorary 
rewards tor very trifles, 10 fuch as were only 
O 2 fenators. 
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A.R,79;. fcnators, and even to young Silanus> deftined 
A, c. 44. iQ bg j,is fon-in-law, who was hardly paft his 
^M.cia- . j„f3„j.y_ -j-jjij brillant rciinuc followed the 
triumphal carr on foot : one only dillinguifhed 
from the reft, becaufe that was the fecond 
(tme of his being decked with thofe illuflrious 
ornaments, rode a horfe with fuperb trappings, 
and was covered with a robe embroidered with 
palms. Thai was Craflbs Frugi, father-in-law 
to Antonia, Claudius's daughter. MefTalina 
too, in a (plendid equipage, followed the carr 
of the hulband (he covered with ihame. AH 
the ceremonies belonging to a triumph were 
puniStually obferved -, and Claudius, fupported 
and alTifted by his two fons-in-law, afcended 
the fteps of the capitol on his knees, 
pj The following days were diftinguiflicd by all 

forts of rejoicings, chariot races in the Circus, 
vi'reftling matches, hunting of bears, military 
dances performed by young people brought oa 
purpofe out of Afia, plays and other entertain- 
ments. And finally to perpetuate the memory 
of his triumph over the ocean, which he pre- 
Suet.oaut. tended to havc' fubducd, Claudius caufed a 
17. naval crown to be placed with the civic over 

the front of the imperial palace. 
Partof Bri- Whilft Ciaudius was celebrating his victory 
Rrmw^™- °™'' ^^^ Britons with fo much pomp and Ihew, 
vine*. the Britons were not yet conquered : they ftill 
sla.rtfp. defended their liberty, and maintained war a- 
4. gainft Plautius, who was left behind in the 

country with a powerful army. Vefpafian, 
who commanded a legion, diltinguifhed him- 
felf greatly in that war. He fought the ene- 
my thirty times, took twenty towns, fubdued 
two of the Britifh nations, and poflcfled him- 
fclf 
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fcif of the Idc of Wight, for which he was A.R.^gj. 
rewarded with the ornaments of triumph, and -*■ ^- 4+- 
that was the firft » ftep towards the great ele- 
vation he afterwards attained. Plautius was oi; 
four years extending and fecuring his conquefts. 
He fubdued nations, made treaties with them, 
and that they might put faith and confidence 
in him, the ienate pafled a decree ordaining 
that all treaties made by Claudius or his lieu- 
tenants fhouid be of the fame force and virtue 
as if made with the authority of the fcnate and 
people. Thus a great part of the country 
ibuth and north of the Thames was reduced 
into a Roman province. Plautius, on his re- r"*- -^r- 
turn to Rome in Claudius's fourth Confullhip, si^_ c^,^, 
received the honour of ovation, a diftinflion m- 
no private man had ever before enjoyed, and 
of which I believe we (hall not find another 
inftance under the emperors. During the whole 
ceremony, Claudius accompanied him, and 
gave him the right hand. 

I was willing to go at once thro' what little 
Suetonius and Dion Caflius have left us re- 
lating to the Romans Brfl conquefts in Britain. 
In its proper time we Ihall find a more ample 
account of what followed in Tacitus. 

What tranfaftions Dion Caflius relates dur- Pirticniw 
ing the Confulfliip of Crifpinus and Taurus, il" 
are but few, and of little importance. Clau- 
dius gave Rubrius Pollio, his Praetorian Pra:- 
fe£t, a right to fit in the lenate when he fliould 
accompany the emperor thither : alledging for 
it the authority of Auguftus, who, faid he, 
had done the fame before for Valerius Ligur. 

. > MoultrUai fatii V«fpa(iaaui. Tat. Jgr. ij. 

O 3 He 
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A.R. 79;. He granted Laco, conjmander of thp ctejr 

A. C. 44.. watch under Tiberius, and at that time fuper-; 
intendant of the prince's reveiwes ip Gaul, 
the fame prerogative. He likesnie gave him 
the Confular ornaments { and, t^corcjiog to 
Suetonius, was fo prodi^l of tbofe high marlff 

SM.Oand. of diHindion, that he bettowed them even ctt 

**• incendants of a lower clafs. 

■O"- He reftored the adminiftratioo oi the pro- 

vinces of Achaia and Macedonia to the lienaKt 
Tiberius having taken it from theoa. 

He enlarged the kingdom c^ Coctius, a petty 
prince fettled at Sufa in the Alps, and in al- 

jimB-Marc. liance with the Romans. Cottius, buried in 

'• "■ obfcurity, and prote*Sled by the inacceinhte 
height of his mogntains, had not yctfulwitccd 
to their yoke. Conceiving however how im- 

' poflible it would be for him to maintain him- 

felf in a Hate <^ ind^pendance on fo £brnudaibfe 
a power, he fought AMguAus's friendlhjp, 
which was granted him, and toi^ even hi& 
name, calling hlmfelf Julius Cottiits. In a 
■ little ftate that prince had great viewp. He 
did furprifing things to make the Alps jpaflabls 
in the fmall country over which he reignod. 
Hegovernedhis fubjefls with wifdoni* and made 
them enjoy peace and tranquillity lundcr the 
proteftaon of the Romans. Claudius at the 
fame time that he enlarged hisdomioion$, gave 

s«,i A'ir. ^™ ^^^ *'^'^ *^^ kiQg. Ob his death Nero 

is. ' united that territory to the empire : hut the 
memory of that good prince iliv<d long in the 
country where he reigned. They {hpwcd.his 
tomb at Sufa, with great veneration, in Am- 
mianus Marcellinus's time. The Cottian Alps, 
famous m antiquity, wereib called fronn him. 
Claudius 
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Ckudiufi dq^rived the Rhodians of their A.R. 79;. 
Yihenyi of whicK they had made £0 ill a ufe ^ ^:^ *-■ 4J* 
to Cf unify fqmc Rjomao citizen^. He reftcred 
if them afterwards as ve l^t obferve, but not 
till he had o^ade them iiiner ^v<eral years for 
their inlbrlence. 

Qoe Umbonius Silo was rafh enough to 
bid defiance to Claudius's freemen. He had in* 
curred tiicir hatrid wiiiift Proconful of Boecica. 
Tlhcy had ^Im recalled, under pretence that he 
had not furoiAied :the Roman troops quartered 
ID Mauritania .with di^uaent jTuppUes of corn ; 
a^d cveo p^valed on Claudius to expel blm 
the fenate. Umbonius, to Ihew how little be 
valued ' the dignity they ftripped him of, put 
his fenatQT*s robe up to pi^c fale. It is not 
fud th^c he was puniOied any farther. 

M. iVinicius, yrbo had been Jxulband to Julia 
daughter .of Gcrmanicus, pjut to de^h by 
Claudius, was notwitJjftanding named .Conml 
for the year fcdlawing by that emptor. That 
.was his fecond Confulfhip, in wiiich Statilius 
Corvinus wa? his colkgue. 

M. ViNicius n. A.R.796. 

M. Statilius Taurus Corvinus. A. C. 45. 

-This year again affords few events. 

Glaudius changed -the order fettled in the AiuntUa 
4aft years of Tiberius, relating Eo the manner ™n^"^ 
in which fenators took, che annual oath. He uking the 
would not have each fcnator repeat the whole ^"'J" *"* 
foimulaiy, but a Fxxtor did it \n the name of 
aU his college, ^ tribune for all the tribunes, 
and ib o£ each of -She qther orders of which 
the fenate was compofed. Himfelf fwore, 
O 4 accord- 
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A.R. 7g6. according to cuftom, the oblervatiwi of Au- 

A. C. 4;. guftus's inftitutions. 

lUgDiatioDi He put a ftop to the liberties private per- 

"!^^"" Ions took of eredting to themfclves as many 
ftatues as they pleafed. The city was full of 
them, and every fquare quite crowded. Clau- 
dius ordered thofc that were already fet up to 
be carried to different places ; and forbid any 
private perfon doing himlelf that honour for 
the future without the fcnate's leave, unlefs he 
had built fome public ediSce, in which cafe 
he might, if he pleafed, have himfelf and fa- 
mily reprefented either tn painting, or fculp- 
ture. 

Claudius endeavoured to remedy another 
abufe of much greater importance and much 
more difficult to extirpate. Having pafled 
fentence on a magiftrate for extortion and mif- 
application of the public money, he revived 
on that occafion the ancient ordinances, by 
which all pcrfons were forbid ftcpping imme- 
diately out of one employment into another. 
He would have the magillrates, when their 
office expired, remain fome time in the condi- 
tion of private men, that thofc whom they had 
opprefled or done any injury to might have 
an opportunity of profecuting them for it: 
■ and that they might not elude the punifliment 
they deferved, by abfence, he likewife forbid 
their taking long joumies. In Ihort, he in- 
cluded in this ordinance not only thofe that 
commanded in chief, but likewife their lieu- 
tenants and deputies, fubjefting them all equally 
%o the fame neceffity of letting a fpacc of time 
intervene before they could poffeis any other 
jmblic poll. 

It 
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It was probably to enable him to fee thisA.R.796. 
regulation the better executed, (o far as related *' ^' ^^' 
to journies taken by fenators, that he caufed 
a decree to be made, giving him power to grant 
or refufe them leave of abfence, for which the 
fenate ufed till then to be applied to, as in the ^'o- '^•^ 
times of the republic. ''• ^ ""* 

Claudius had vowed games for his expc- voti™ 
dition into Britain. He performed it this llti^iitiei 
year, adding confiderable gratuities to the'»*'«p«°- 
people. Such citizens as were entitled to the *' ' 
diftributions of corn regularly made by the 
ftate, received from him, fomc three * hundred, • 4' '• 
and others as far as twelve -f hundred and fifty f 10 j: 
fefterces a man. 

Dion CalTius obferves that Claudius did not 
prefide himfelf over the whole diftribution of 
that money : he began it in perfon, and left 
his fons-in-law to Bnifh it, that it might 
not break in upon his favourite function of 
judging. 

Not to omit any thing, I (hall mention here ^ ^fthdir 
Claudius's reftoring the fifth day, firft added by ^^'"liT* 
Caligula, to the Saturnalia, and afterwards ^■p'' '^ 
aboltAied. This year there was an eclipfe of "^ 
the Sun on the firft of Auguft, Claudius's birth- 
day. To prevent the fupcrftitious Vulgar 
drawing from thence any inaufpicious omens 
concerning him, he caufed notice to be polled 
up fome time before, when it would happen, 
with a phyfical explanation of the pha^otne- 
non. 

The Confuls for the following year were 
two men of moft illuftrious diftinftion ; Vale- 
rius Afiaticus, who, having been already 
Conful under Tiberius or Caius, had that high 
poft 
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A-ft- 79^- p£>il given km * (tgxyai tfmc by Owdius, 
A- C. 4s- piq^iy K a rewwd for the fervices Tssifos 
«^.'"' inforsis MS he did ia the eKpedition »gaioft 
j-A.. VII. gfit^in - »nd M. .6j|anusj brother to L. Sila.- 
'^' ^Ms, Ibprmrlaiy to Claudius, and graodTon lof 

A gF9i^- daughter to Augivftus, in y/hoie Jife 

time he was born. 

A,R.79?. Valerius Asiaticus !I. 

A. C. 46. M. JUNICS SiLANUS. 

AGiticui, According to Diqb Caffius* A£alicut vaf 
cXf^^r jsppow/ud Conful for £fae whole y£ar, hut not 
the vtuie fhi^tiMg Wook^ ihac eiztraocdiDary diftin^ion, 
Imi before abdicated before the time, to avoid encrea&ig 
the cime. ^ eoYy to whfich hc kiiew bifi great riches 
vit- ftlrcady expofed him too much. Tiie ikmc 
hiAwaa a]Sur£f us, that others at that time, 
JvAdes Afiaticu$, appcunted X^onfuls for a 
wHoU yicar, like him, r^ngoed before the xxr 
piration of that time, tho for a contrary rea- 
son. Their fctruiDcs wece two fmall for the 
yeft cx4Aences cbe Co^fulfl^p cequved. 
viniciui Vinicius, who was Conhil the preceding 
tih^X- yc»r, fell a viaim to MoflaUna in .this. He- 
iu>M. .W9( a fB&a of a mil4 dilpoTition, .wholly t^un 
ij,p with ,che caxe of hit own pcLv^ie concerns, 
.^nd incapable .of dvfturbing'the ftate in any 
ifhape. But he wxudd not yield to Meflahoa'< 
^wd defires, ibr .which Ihe poHbned him.. Tlie 
^Kwaur.of a public iimcca^ mas .graqted iiiin, 
for that could not hurt his enemy. 
Afiaiii<Gai- Aficuus GaUuB, grandfon to A^if^aby his 
l"^i'nft'^r raother Vipiania, and half brother tolirufus^lbn 
Hnptror, ^ Tibcrius, fct on foot a coofpiracy .with a 
Bift^i.'"" 4«figo :to jaife iiimlelf to the empite. Thofc 

who 
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'vho have leaft merit arc moft apt to pride them- A Jt. 797. 
fcivcs on their birth. AfiniusGallus was little, isj'riff/. 
ill-made, void of parts or taleau ; and y«tt], Vfu. 
thought every thing due to the great names 
of thgfe from whom he was delxxnded : and 
without forces or money, imagined the citi- 
zens would fly to him, aund aclcnowliedge him 
their emperor the moment he fliould give the 
figiial. The plot was diiicoveiied, and his folly 
isved him. An ei)ter|M-ize fo jU concerted, 
plainly appeared die effed of a diftempured 
brain. Claudius hdd him in too great con- 
tempt to put him to dcatb, aod oudy banijfaed 
him. 

Tfaraoe, which hitherto had had its ooraTbnce ba- 
kings, became this year a Roman province. J^'J^ 
We have fecn how, under Tiberius, it was Tince. 
divided between Rhymctdtes, and die children ^^"7^",^ 
of Cotys, of which one only, likewife called 
Cotys, is known in hiftory. Caius gave Rby* 
maaloes Cotys's Ifaare i and by way of amends 
made Cotys king of the LdKir Armenia. 
Rhymetalces having been killed by his wife, 
it is probable the Romans took that opportu- 
nity to polfefs chemfelvos of the country, under 
pretence of avenging that crime. 

A new ** ifland appeared in the iiEgean Sea An inmi 
near the ifleG of Tbtra and Thjerafia. We 2V^ 
have fpcdcen of 1 pluBnoraenon of that lund i*** 
under Tibefius in the year of Rome 768. , 

' M.Jt Tilhmant fay,, St- autinrixed h} manufiri^u 

*tca calls this itttw iJlandTYit- cUari Sintiafram that imfH' ' 

raiiS, luhich iwtuld he fit fO' tatiim. That Uarnid critic fiyi 

parJanabit trrer.Jince Strobe, -we Jljou/iiriffi/ Theifa.Tbe- 

•who •wrote uadir Titerios, raTiam, ct banc noftrse ,seta- 

Jptaki sflherafia. A fmnll tis infulajn. JVia(. %rf/!. VI. 

amimdment rf Graatmut^i, ai. 

Claudius 
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AR.797- Claudius dcliring a fourth ConfulOiip, took 
&i, M(* Vitellius for his collegue, who by that means 

Sfji. II. was a third time ConiUl. 
, &f n. 

if'ot!^™! T^- Claudius C^sar, Augustus Ger- 
A.R.798. MANICUS IV. 

A.C.47. L. VITELLIUSIII. 

chndiu. The republic had had no Cenfor fince Paulus 
Vittiuu*" 3""^ Plancus, who bore that title under Au- 
guftus with little honour and as little fuccefs. 
The emperors performed the funAions of Cen- 
fors, in quality of infpeftors over the manners 
and cuftoms. They named the (enators and 
Roman knights : and as to the other functions 
of that office, which conOftcd in taking an 
account of the number of citizens and what 
they poffefled, that feemcd to have been entire- 
ly laid afide fmce the death of Auguftus. 
Claudius in his fourth Confullhip revived it, 
took it on himfelf, and made Vitelhus, already 
ptiit. X. 1. his collegue in the Confulfhip, his aftbciace in 

that too. 
^>a'r'' '^^^'^ prodigious rife of Vitcllius was the rc- 
«rj. ' ' ward of his mean adulation towards Meflalina 
Suit. y,i. I, J^^J thelreemen. Not content to obey implicitly 
every will of theirs, he proflitutcd his refpefts 
and fubmillJon to them in the lowelt and moft 
fervile mapner. He one day begged as a fa- 
vour Meflalina would fuffer him to take off 
her (hoes ; which being granted, he put the 
' Jhoe of the right foot between his toga and 
tunica, kept it, and wore it always about him, 
pulling it out from time to time to kifs as a 
moft precious pledge. Among his domeftic 
gods, were the images of NarcilTus and Pallas : 
he 
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he did not mind how ridiculous thefe abfurdi- A:R.79». 
ties made him, provided- they did but pleafe ^- ^- +7- ' 
and Hatter. Claudius celebrating this year, aa 
we ihall foon pbferve, the fecular games, 
*' May you often celebrate this feftival !'* faid 
Vitellius to him. To fo low a Itate did ambi- 
tion reduce a man, whb wanted neither fenfe 
nor talents. 

Claudius, in quality of Cenfor, drew up a cbodiuri 
lift of the fcnate, and excluded fome, moft of ,Thil'&a. 
whom retired voluntarily on account of the ^'""'p- 
great expcnces attending the dignicy of fenator. 
On the other hand, he forced one Surdonius 
Gallus, who was gone to fettle at Carthage, to 
be a member of the fenatc. Claudius fent for 
him, telling him, *' I will bind you here with 
•' a chain of gold :" and named him fenator. 

In the review he made of the knights, and 
in general in all he did as Cenfor, Suetonius 
obferves the fame viciflitude of good fenfe and 
folly, that inBuenccd his whole condud. Hav- 
ing let a mark of ignominy over-agatnft the 
name of a knight, and the knight's friends 
interceding for him, he confented to faatch 
it out i " but, (aid he, ftill * I would have 
*' the erafement appear." There is fomething 
very fenfible in this mixture uf indulgence and 
fevcrity. 

On other occafions he was cxceflively indo- s^-ti. cuu. 
lent and relaxed. A young mart being con- ''" 
vifted of fcveral diforderly a<^ions, and his fa- 
ther cxcufing and even praifing him for them, 
Claudius would inBi£t no punilhment on him, 
faying, " He had a Cenfor of his own." A 
profefled debauchee, notorious throughout the 
a LiturA Umen cxAcc. 

whole 
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A.R. fgi. whole city for his adulteries, received no oeber 
A. C. 47. rebuke from him, than defiling him to tak« 
more care of his health, or at Icaft to be more 
circumfpe£l : " For, added he, what neceffity 
*' is there to let me know who is your ml- 
« ftrefs?" 

On the other hand, he branded feveral citi- 
zens for very trivial caufes, that till then had 
never met with any fever ity from the Cenfors j 
fuch as gcring out of Italy without his leave, 
or entering into the retinue or fervice of a king 
in any Roman province. Some, to his*fliame» 
plainly refuted what he accufed them of, and 
proved his informations falfe and grcundlefs. 
Men whom he taxed With being fingle, poorj 
cr having no children, proved themfelves mar- 
ried,' rich, and fathers of families. , He ac- 
iufcd one of having out of rage and delpair at- 
tempted his own life, and wounded himfelf 
*ith a fword. The perfbn accufed ftripped iti 
his prefence, and Ihewed there was no wound 
all over his body. 

He would not fuffer any one from whom 
he required an account of his condud, to have 
ad'vocates to plead for him ; but wOuId have 
every man fpa^k for himfelf, and explain his 
cafe as well as he could. In that he was very^ 
right, confidering the Cenfors did not proceed 
judicially, and that there were no torma of 
law to be obferved, or knotty points to be 
difcuffed in what was brought before them. 

Not ought he 10 be deprived of the praifes 
juftly due to his zeal and endeavours to fup- 
prefs luxury : with that view he bought, and 
ordered to be broke to pieces, a filver coach 
■ of curious workmanfliip thai Was offered to fale. 
Buc 
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But groWirtg fttolifliagairi, Hft ciufcd tweiity A.R.7^8. 
drdinanees to Be pubUfhed in onfe day, two ttf ^' •-• 47* 
theiti on tfefy fingular fubjtfls. Thtf oni* ftE 
ftlith, that as the vidtagfe Would ht gOod atJd 
pltntiftil, people fhoold take cart to |litch their 
bdrreli Well : theotherrecdrtiffltndfid juice of ye» 
ad A gOod Kmcdy againfl: the bitt of A vipei^ 

Whilft Claudius was buBed in the flinftiDnS Sewriiper- 
of Cenfof , Meflalina and tht ft- ccmen continued ^ «!%'"* 
aftlng their cruel parts, putting fereral in dah- "7- 
gifj Under pteteiice Gi plots agaiofl: the ftate atjd 
emperbr. They dttacked in that hiarinfir fortii 
people of no great eonfequfenee, whom Glau- 
dibs either ovtrlooked, or puniflied but fiight- 
lyt faying, he would not take reVeiige on n 
fl6a, but on a lion. His fon-ib-law Ponipeiiis pompciiw 
Magnus, married to his ekicft daughter An- ^„"?,""|;^ 
tOnia, loft his life: Tho' he Was guilty of no to aaudiui, 
dther critne than having difplfeafed Meflalinaj ^"J^''bi"f»' 
Claudius had him ftabbcd in bed without the ihcr >nd 
leaft form of proteeding againft hJiti. Craflus '^^'^"^^^ 
Frugi his father, and Scribonia his mothefj 19- 
periflicd with him. Their nbUiliiy Was their ^'»'Aare- 
crime: for Graffus Wis not at all to be dread- '"'^'"'■ 
ed for his genius or parts. He refettibled 
Claudius per^Aly in his ttupidlty, and was in 
that refpedt as vorthy to fucceed him, as hi 
■was incapable of coveting his pbft. 

Valerius Afiaticus Was attacked next. Ta- Condemnt- 
citus (for here we find him again, as the reader j^^^^y,. 
will readily perceive) gives us a long account \a\a> Afi»- 
of that af^ir, but ftill we are left to guefs at r™«„,xj. 
feme circumftances for want of the beginning i. ' 
irf" his narrative. ^"' 

This black intrigue, to which one of th£ 

Aioll illuftrioos itiembefs of the ftnate, twice 

honoured 
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A.R. 793. honoured with the (irlt dignity in the empire, 
A. C. 47. fell a viiftim, feems to have arifen from fome 

fiique between Meflalina and Poppaea. The 
atter, daughter of Poppjeus Sabinus, a man 
of Confular rank, and who had obtained tri- 
T«. am. umphal honours under Tiberius, was the hand- 
Mt't. 4s. fomcfl, though net the moft virtuous woman 

in Rome. 
Tat. XI. 4. She carried on a criminal commerce with 
the Pantomime Mncfter, of whom, as we 
have feen, MelTalina was diltrai^ediy fond. 
The enraged emprefs, jealous beyond al] 
bounds, imagined Valerius Afiaticus had like- 
wife fome Ihare in Poppjea's debauches. Be- 
fides that, Ihe wanted much to poflefs her- 
fclf of Lucullus's gardens, adorned and mag- 
nificently beautified by Afiaticus at a vaft ex- 
pence. She refolved therefore to rid herfelf 
of Afiaticus and Poppsa ; and to that end 
fuborned Suilius, of whom we have already 
fpoken, and fhail fay more in the courfe of this 
work, to accufe them. SuiUus was an advo- 
cate more noted for his knowledge than for 
' his integrity. She gave him, by way of aflift- 
ant, Sofibius, under whofe care Britannicus 
was educated. The fubtle Greek, pretending an 
extraordinary zeal and regard for the emperor's 
perfon, infinuated, " That the great power 
. *' and riches of fubjefts were dangerous to the 
" prince. That Afiaticus had been the chief 
*' author of Caius's death, and bold enough 
*' to own it, and even to glory in it before a 
" full aflembly of the Roman people. That 
*' having by that gained a great name in the 
*' city, and feeing his reputation fpread to re- 
*' mote provinces, he was preparing to ga 
« and 
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•* uid foHcit affiftance ffOm the German arms. A. R. 79a- 
« That being born at Vienne, and allied to ^' ''■ +-'• 
" all the people of the firftdiftindion in Gaul, 
*• it would be eafy for him to prevail on na- 
*• tions, whofe blood ran in his veins, to 
•* revolt." 

Claudius was credulous, to the lafl; degree, 
the moment he apprehended the lead (hadow 
of danger. So, without any farther enquiry, 
he difpatched Crifpinus the Prietorian Prsfeftj . 
with 2 detachment of the guards, as if a war, 
on the point of breaking out, had been to be 
quelled. Afiaticus was then at Bail in Cam' 
pania. He was felzed, put in irons, and car- 
ried to Rome : and his trial immediately pro- 
ceeded on, not before the fcnate, but in Clau- . 
dius's own apartment before Meflalina. . 

Suilius, who afted the part of accufer, 
charged Afiaticus with having bribed and gain- 
ed over the foldiers by money and other illicit 
praftices. He taxed him too, with having an 
adulterous commerce with Poppsea, and with 
crimes ' of another kind, contrary to nature, 
and Ihameful to it. Afiaticus -was a man of 
fenfe and courage. He defended himfeif fo 
well that Claudius was quite moved, nor 
could MelTalina herfelf refrain from tears : but 
they were only the effeft of a mere machinal 
imprelfion that did not in the leaft iffe6t her 
heart. Stepping out to dry her eyes, (he charg- 
ed Viteliius not to let the accufed efcapc. 

Yet the accufation refuted iifelf. Afiaticus 
defired' fome one of ihofe foldiers whofe fide- 
lity he was faid to have corrupted, might be 
confronted with him. A fotdier was-produced, 
who did not even know bim : only they had 
. Vol. ill. P told 
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A.R.798. told him AfiatictA was b«kL T^f^fewitaefr 
^- ^- 47- being aiked if he knew him, «ifwered be ^d, 
and to prove his aflentona pointed at one of 
the company whom he took ftx Ariatkua, be- 
caufe he too had ^ bald bead. The aiiftsko 
was laughed at; Claudius himfelf was fenfi- 
ble c^ the confequence, aiid tndieed to Acquit 
Afiaticus. 

YitelliusprcTentedtheeffie&ofEhathoneftini- 
pulfe, hj a moft: horrid trcarcbery. With a miki 
tone of voice, and droppii^ » few leais, he laid, 
Afiaticus and he had ever beee ^'teada i that thep 
together had paid their court to Antonia, the 
emperor's mother. H^ {ec fottb (he fervKea 
Afiaticus had done the republic^ his valour Ia 
the Bri^ilH war, and every other circutid^anca 
that fpoke io his favour : and concluded b; 
giving him kave tochufewh«tkifldofdead»he 
liked bell. Claudius followed the fugg«fii,9m 
of tholie l^ whom he was ufcd to be goven^ 
<d, with fuch' ilupidity, that he agreed to it^ 
thinkii^ he did an aA of clemency. 

DioQ Ceffius tells this llotr fotnewhat dif'^ 
ferently. He fays, that VitetUus iji his fpeech 
fuppofed himfelf authorized by Afiaticus, coi 
defire he might have leave to chufe his death, 
and that Claudius believiog ^yhac he lkid» 
looked upon the pilbner's req^ft as an ac- 
knowledgment of hia g^Jttt. Thofe who thinlc 
this «:^ount the moft probable are welcome to. 
prefer it : but for my part, I rather Chtok itj 
an expI»iation, invented by fome, who cotild 
not imagine to what an exceflive degFee;Cl&Ur> 
dius was ftupidlydull, and void^CQOC^0m ; 
^ However that may be> AfiaticusldndiMtK 
iirefolucion and fonitud&wionh7)tbe glbries I^ 
.had 



:!,q,i,i.:db,.GoOgIc 



CLAUDIUS. BOOKVm. 2it 

fiad acaiiired. His friends exhorted him toA.R 798. 
difc Dowly and gently,, by abftaining from food. "■ ^' *7* 
He anfvfered, he *as greatly obliged to them 
tor thdt their laft token of kindnels, but begged 
to be excufed fallowing their advice : andac- 
Cordingly, after taking his ufual exercifes, 
bathing, and fupping in good Ipirits, he had his 
Veins bpencd, nor did he once complain : only 
he obfcrved, that he Ihould have fallen more 
honourably by the aftlfices of Tiberius, or the 
ttiadntfs of Caius, than by the treachery of a 
womaft, and the foul tongue of Vitellius. Be- 
fore the operation was performed, he defired 
to fee the pile oft which his body was to be 
bu^nt, and brdered it to be moved to another 
place, thETt the heat of the flames might not 
hurt Tome trees that grew near : fo cool and 
Unconcerned was he at the approach of death. 
• Whilflr they were judging Afiaticus in Clau- 
dius's apartment, Mellalina ftept out, as I 
have faid. She Was in a hurry to get rid of 
Foppa^a, and to that end difpatched her emif- 
(aries, who painted the horrors of a prifon to 
her in fuch 'ftrong colours, that flie determined 
to kill herfelf to avoid them. All this was 
done without Claudius's hearing the leaft men- ' 
tion made of it : he knew fo little of what had 
paflcd, that a, few days afterwards feeing Sci* 
pio, Foppa^'s hufband, at his table, he alked 
him why he had not brought his wife : Scipio 
anfwercd, flie was dead. 

Two brothers; Roman knights of great 
diftinftion, were likewife futferers by this af- 
fair, for lending Mncfter and Poppaea their 
houfe to meet at. That was their crime. 
Buc Suilius accufed them before the fenate foi: 
P « a dream 
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A.R.^^S.a dream one of them had had, and which the/ 

A, c. 47. had interpreted a prognoftic of fome public 

misfortune, or the prince's fpeedy death. 

They were condemned : whilft thofc who had 

alTiited MefTalina in this plot were rewarded. 

The Prxtorian Frxfedt, Crifpinus, had a gra' 

• 11,000/. tification of* fifteen hundred thoufandfefterces, 

and the ornaments of Prtetor. Vitellius caufed 

t Sooo/. a million of f fefterces to be given Sofibius, 

as a pcrfon ufefiil to the republic, on account 

of the infh'udions he gave Britannicus, and 

the wife counfels with which he affifted the 

emperor. 

Scipio, Poppxa's hulband, was prefent at 
this deliberation of the fenate, and when it 
was his turn to fpeat, came off with great 
readinefs of mind. *• Since * I cannot, faid 
*' he, but think as others do concerning Pop- 
** pica's conduft, you may fuppofe my vote the 
•' fame as theirs," 
Compuinii Suilius, who without doubt had plundered 
Uw'fn'^ his (hare of Afiaticus's fpoiJs, allured by gain. 
Relation embraced the trade of accufer with a rapacious 
^I'm.''"" cruelty, and his example was followed by ma- 
r«. tim. ny others. For ihofe who fought only toenrich 
"■ *■ themfelves at the expence of the unfortunate, 
had the fined opportunities of fo doing, under 
a prince, whofe ftrongeft palTion was to judge, 
and who engrofled the whole authority of the 
' laws and magiftrates. Lawyers publickly bar- 
tered their clients caufes without fliame, and 
their ^ perfidy, fays Tacitus, was expofed to 

» Qumn idem de adBiifli« *> Nee quidquam publico 
PappKx femiam quod cm- mcrciatam venalcfuuquam 
nes, putaie me idem dicere advocatorum periidia. 
quod onmcs. 

- : fale 
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fale as publickly as any thing at market. This A.R. 798. 
is confirmed by the melancholy adventure of^-*'-+7* 
an illuftrious Roman knight, who, after giv- 
ing Sutlius * four hundred thoufand fefterces, • ajoo /. 
hearing he betrayed him, and had an under< 
■ ftanding with his adverfe party, Itabbed him- 
felf in his perfidious advocate's houfe. 

This affair made fo much noife, that com- 

{>laints were laid before the fenate by C. Si- 
ius, Conful eleft, and a perfonal enemy to 
Suilius. On his remonftrances the fenators, 
with one voice, cried out, the law Cincia 
Ihould be put in force r by that law, made long 
"before, and revived by Auguftus, advocates 
were- forbid to receive either money or pre- 
-fents from their clients. Thofe who were any d«. /. n*. 
ways concerned, oppofed the fenate. But Silius , 

infifted ftrongly, alledgingthe examples of the 
orators of old, who thought the glory and re- 
putation they were to acquire with pofterity, 
the only reward becoming their profcflion. 
** If once men are fufifered to deviate from 
** that maxim, added he, eloquence, the firft 
" of liberal arts, muft become a fordid traffic. 
" The fidelity of a man is in danger of being 
*' feduced, the moment he is fuffered to con- 
*' fidcr, what gains he dart make. Befides, if 
** no one is to be a gainer by it, v/t Ihall have 
" fewer lawfuits : whereas on the footing , 
*' things now are, enmities are created and 
*' kept up; accufations, injuries, and hatred, 
** arc multiplied, and the chicaneries of the 
*' bar enrich advocates,' as the diftempers of 
*' the people enrich phyficians. Let them 
** imitate the examples of Pollio, Meffala, or^ 
*' even of Arruncius and Eferninus, whole 
P 3 memories 
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A.R.798. « Hiemorics are ftill frcfti, and who *t«Bnp4 

A. C. 47. i( the bigheft pitch pf honour and glffly i>X 

** the integrity of their liccj, and (heir clpr 

" quence uninfluenced by any Ibrdi^ yiew& pf 

*• intereft." 

Every caie was affefted by this, tpceclfe w«Jt 
juft ready to decree, that whoever had tfkea 
money from their clients, flipuld be piyii^ed 
as guilty of extortion, when Suilius, Coffii- 
tianus Capito, who was like him, aipid of vhom, 
we fliall fopn have oc^aHon to. fay ayire;, with 
others who were in tl;^ Qmw- ca(e, beic^ fen^ 
ble it was pot their intereft to undergo an. exa- 
minatioHa the fa£t ii^i^^ loo. ^^ofious, and. 
that they mull certainly be con4en;^md, dfew 
near Claudius, who was prelent, ;^nd bagged; 
to be pardoned for wbaj; was. ^ft. He gavo 
t)iem a favourable nod, without laying aiiy 
thing. Encouraged by that fign of protection, 
and ralfing their voices, " Which ^ us, laid 
*' they, is proud enough to expert irojpprta- 
" lity ? We afford our fellow citizens a necef- 
" fary affiftance, t|iat the weak, may hoc b« 
'* opprefled and cruibcd by the ftrong, for 
" want of fome one ta defend them. BeGdes, 
" eloquence is not acquired without expence } 
" we leave our own. bofinels to ttHit car? of 
'.' other peoples. Several ways, are open to- 
•' acquire a fortyne ; the army, or tq cultivate 
** one's own lands, ; but na one ei^ages in a 
** profcffion without a view of reaping fomc 
" advantage from it. It was very ealy iw a 
'* Pollio and a Meflala, enriched by ci,vU wars, 
" and for an Efernius, and an Arcunciup, heirs 
** to great eftates left them by their a(^«fiors, 
*' to have thofc noble and elevated fentipients. 
" If 
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** If we were minded to allcdge contrary ex- A.R.793. 
** amples, hoW were Clodius and Curio paid ^- *-• +7- 
" for their harahgueS ? Wc are fenators of 
•* moderate fortunes, who, during the tran- 
*' quillity the republic enjoys, fubfifl: only 
** by arts nfeful in times of peace. If you 
" cut off the rewards of ftody, all ftudy muft 
" be at an end.** 

There was Icfs of dignity in this propofal, 
but Claudius did not think it deftltute of plau- 
Jibts reafons. A mediufn was Bxed on, which 
was, to allow advocates to take as far as • ten • %oi. 
thoufand fefterces, but if they took more they 
were to be profecuted for extortion. This 
r^oTation pafled into a law. Yet the moft il- 
hifttious orators kept up, as appears by the 
example of the younger Pliny, the anciene 
nobility of thdr profeflion, taking neither fee 
iiW reward. Quiritilian has difcufled this quef- injm. Or, 
tion, and examined how far advocates may law- *"' ^' 
ftillycxaft a tribute for their afliftance. What 
he fays on that fubjeft is fo judicious, that, as 
Mr. Roltin -f obferves, his principles ought t I'rmifi 
to be laid down as a rule, even where a con- r.f'fCnu 
trary coftom prevails. •/ </of«««. 

This year, which is the feven hundred and ^^; 
ninety eighth of Rome, according to Cato's %""«■ 
cakulatiort, which We follow, was the eight Jf. 'I'. 
hundredth accortling to Varro's account of the Su«. c^rf. 
foundation of the city i and fo the * Romans *" 
P 4 too 

" l/" ii it aJitJ, itiiy wt vimi M. Ralliit'i gtiiJe in the 

dn ntt fiiUrvi tbt milbtdlhi bigiwmvgtfbiiHiftotyaftbt 

Reimnitbiiiiftl>vet^diBrKk' Raman Republic, it tbaurhl, 

Bning tie yeari tf Romt ; tar bj ai/e ehrenehgljli. It Save 

i/o/iver ii, that Livy, ivho adeptid Cat^i cakulothn ; 
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A.R.798. too then reckoned it. It was confequently the 

A.C. 47. year fg,. ^he fecular games,, fuppofing they 
were to be celebrated every hundred years. 
Auguftus had followed another fyftcm ; his cen- 
tury was compofed of a hundred and ten yearsj 
and of courfe it was the year of Rome feven 
hundred thirty five when he gave the fecular 
games. Claudius did not think the example 
o£ Auguftus ought to be a law to him on this 
occaCon. Defirous to illuftrate his reign by 
. the foleninization of fuch a feftival, he pre- 
ferred the vulgar calculation, and celebrated 
the fecular games this year. 

It occafioned however an abfurdity Jn the 
invitations to thofe games. By a fet fprm of 
words the citizens were invited to a feftival that 
none of them had ever feen before, nor ever 
would fee again. "Now this, was but.the futty 
fourth year fince Auguftus's fecular games, fo 
that fcveral then alive had feen. them, and 

p/M. Tii. Stephanio, the Comedian, played at both of 

♦*' them, 

Claudius thought the folemnization of fe- 
cular games too fine a thing to be ftoppcd for 
fuch an objeftion as that. We Ihall fee Do- 
mitlan think and do the fame, and repeat the 
like abfurdity. Games, plays, and all forts 
of public diverfions, were matters of great; 
moment with the Romans. ^ The people were 
diftradtedly fond of them, and their princes 

<!■(/ in the/e timet lobere the earreHii. Ajier adapting it 

RsmaK cbrtnologj is moft in- enci, _ it huame niaffkry to 

Iricaie and mucirtaia, it not eantiniu it, and a diff'ercttee 

hiing quite char hut from ihi of t'woyean i> no •very great 

time of Pyrrhas^s luar ; hii oijea in fuch a Jpace of time 

^tmii the eafiefi and hifi m tbt daratim of Rme. 

made 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIc 



CLAUDIUS. BOOKVin. ttj 

made an excellent political ufe of it, amuHng A.R. 793. 
the citizens, and taking oflF their attention *• ^- 47- 
irotn more ferious objei^s that might have in- 
terfered with the government. Claudius gave 
numbers of divcrfions of chofe kinds during 
his reign, as much at leall to fatisfy his own 
tafte and inclination, as out of any political 
views, of which he w;is hardly capable. 

Among other divcrfions at thefe feculw Domitnii. 
games the Trojan courfe was performed by ^Jl^^Jo, 
children of the belt families in Rome. Bri- the peopU'i 
tannicus made bis appearance there with L. ^.'°'* 
Domitius, who foon after being adopted by 
Claudius, received the additional name of 
, Nero. The latter of thefe young princes cn- 
grofled the people's affection. He was the 
9nly furviving male of the pofterity of Ger- 
tnanicus, whofe memory was ftill dear to the 
Romans. Fables were told of him fit to attraft 
the Veneration of a credulous multitude ; dra- 
gons, they faid, had guarded and watched 
over his infancy. His mother Agrippina, 
whofe lifter Meflalina had already been the 
death of, and who was expofed to the fame 
danger, was the obje^ of their pity and com- 
panion. Mefialina perceived it, and would 
certainly have removed the obftacle that gave 
her u^nbrage, had ihe been lefs taken up with 
a new amqur, her love for the haiidfomeft 
youth of all the Roman nobility, Silius, Con- 
iul ekft, of whom we have juft fpoken, and 
fon of that Sihus:whom.Tibcrius Jacrificed to 
his hatred againft the family of Germanicus. 
' ■ Love it was not •, it was rather rage, Mef- MeJiiiiii»'i 
falina's mind and heart, full of that ob- 1^*^. 
jeft only, could adtfiit of no other thought. ii«. 
The 
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AJK.793: The 5ril Ssp flic took was to oblige Stiiw n» 
A. C 47. repudiate his wife Julia Silana, a lady of gica< 
qtwHty, chat fhe alonc' might have the enjmr- 
ment of him. StUus * was ienSbie of the 
greatnefs both of the crime and dinger; but 
ac the lame time hta doom vraa certatA if 
he refifted. He did not de^air c^ deceiving 
the weak Claudius. Honoars and riches were 
to Btower down on him } and, deplorably 
l:^d» iitftead of dpng nobly, and carryii^ 
tbe glory of iraaocencc with him to the gi^ve, 
he traded to fortune foe what might h^pen, 
and in the mean time enjoyed the prefmt. 
Meffidtna made no myftcry of her intrigue^ 
ihe vilited Silins with a grand retinue, went 
with him whenever he appealed in public, and 
loaded him with favours and dignities. In 
fhort, as if it bad been to haffaen the rsvolutioti 
that was Ibon to happen, the prince*^s Haves, 
bia freemen, fiimiture and equipages, were all 
00 be feen at. tdie houfe of the man who cor- 
rupted his wife. Such extreams feem incredt" 
ble, yet they are but a faint ,lketch of what 
eofucd the year following, which brought on 
the catafbophe. 
Ojodrnt Claudius. wasall this time buGed inperforming 
ttf " t" bis funftionsofCcnfor.. He checked, by many 
tu»ki<,aao{ edids, the licentioufnefs of the populace, who 
ccnfor. ]^^ dared to fay fever^ injurious things to fomti 
kn^r^d ladies of diftinftion-arthe theatre, and to Pom* 
^^j^^' poaius, a man of Coafular dignity, and a ce^ 
kbrateid tragic writer. He made a law againft 

* Neqoe Silius flagitii auc b^iu* pTraniis, oppcriri 
pericuU ncfciiu erat : fed futurai et przfcntibus fnu 
certo fi abnoerct exitio, et pro folatio habcbat. Tac. zi. 
•ManlUfaUendi fpc, final- is. 

ufurious 
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vfi^noM IfWtf of tnnmoy knt to chtldreiiQii^^79S- 
tiw cwuagf nt event cwf their father's death. ^^ ;,+''' 
ifo cont»i«4 w^irki»gat hisaquedufts, He<u'ij.tf 
i¥*s evw Itkfn up with » fubjea more fiuting ^/S^ 
a, gracQ^aamn tbw a prince. He had foi> 41. 
merly wrote a DiflertatKui 10 prove ^e Roman 
^Ipbtto vramed thne chara^lo? or letters. 
I^ va4 willing to ioirodiuce the ufe of then 
by in)peri»l autlwtitji, and ia b& tlKy were 
u^ dwi>g hi& rcigo la all public monuments: 
^1; his devh. chey' vere To far fbtgM, that 
1V& kflQV, but two of tbem with any <xrtainty» 
t}ie ^olii; Pigammat which answers to our v- 
ojfifoMat, uid. the- Antifignn, which aofwen 
a^awdiaftJ joined togctbei;: the third is loft. 

Fone^ affiurs afford us this ycae fonx iiir. ^^^ 
t^roftiog evemt. Commotions arofa in AfiaE^'^udia 
and in nbe Eaft, asvrdl as in-GcriiMny. As.^*™*"'- 
t|M troublfS in cbs Eaft form a^conc^anacion of 
events of fcTcral years, I (hallfeferve Arm till 
a,. fVWcr opportunity offers to mendiMi them all 
toginW. What pal&d in Gcfmaof is more 
detached. 

The Chcrufci had loft alraoft all their no- itdotkiBs 
WUty in their inteftine broils, having only one ^[^ *^" 
If ft of the royal family, and he was at Rone, ^ic- «■ 
iiii nanu was. Itaius, fon of Flavius *> uidT^'i^ ■ 
cvofequently nephew of Arminius-: Catiime- "• 
ru$» chief of the Catti was his grandfather by 
the mother's fide. To dut illufttious birth, 
were joined pcrfonal advantages : the young 
prince was handfeme, well mMo, and verfed 
in all the military exercifes both of the Ro- 
mans and Germans. The Cherufci having, 
dcOred him for their king, Claudius maide. 
him large pre&nts> gave him a guard, and at 
taking 
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A.R. 798. taking leave, exhorted him to be ever mindful 
A, C. 47. of the glory, of his anceftors. •* You arc the 
** firft, faid he to him, who, born at Rome 
" and brought up among us, not as an hoftage, 
. " but a • citizen, ever went to take poffeffiOD 
'.' of a foreign kingdom.": ■ 
.' At firft' every thing fucceeded to Italus's 
with. ■ As he couid have no concern in 
the factions that divided the Cherufci, he 
treated them all alike, and by that means pleaf- 
ed them all. His behaviour was a mixture of 
the Roman manners with thofe of his own 
nation : moderation and mildnefs preferved 
bimfFom makisg himfelf enemies j and the 
elegance of his table, and his cum for luxury 
and parties of pleaTure, made him agreeable to 
tlic Barbarians. . His court 'became numerouSr' 
and his reputadon began to fpread afar. 

Thofe who had-' headed the fai^ions,:began to ~ 
fear they had given chemfelves a maflxr. They 
betook thcmfelvcs to neighbouring nations,- 
whom they endeavoured to fpirit up againft 
Italus. " The German liberty, faid they, is- 
'*< Io£t, and the Roman dominion fettled over 
" us. What ! Was there then no one borii' 
*.' a German, fit to hold the firlt rank, bur 
, ** the fon of the traitor Fiavius mull be fcnt 
*' for from Rome, and raifed over our heads ? 
*« 'Tis in v^o to alledgc in his favour, his 
*f being related to Arminius. If * he were his 
** fon, and not his nephew only ; ftiti, when 
u thus raifed'by our enemies, infe£ted by a 

• Hisfathtr F/a-vifis luat from the text of Tadtui, fir 

ariainly a eilixen, and pre-' rea/ins too long tamaitieiine'iv, 

iei/f'a Rtman kitigit. andiiobici? mofl of my readert 

» / dfviat* a litth hire tnufi bifcnjible of. 

*' fervile 
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" fervile education and foreign manners, what AjR.yijt. 
»* Jhould we not have room to fear from him ? *' ^- +?■' 
" but if he has inherited his father's ftnti- 
*' ments, no man ever fought with more ani- 
** mofity than that father againft his country, 
** and the gods of the Germans." 

Thefe fpeeches made impreliion on many; 
and a confiderable body of forces was foon 
raifed. Italus had a ftrong party on his fidci , 
and his friends reprefented, that, far from hav- 
ing eftablillied himfelf by violence, he had 
been called and chofen by the whole nation. 
** He has, faid they, the advantage of being 
•* nobly born : try his virtues^ and fee whe- 
" ther he be worthy Arminius his uncle, and 
'* Catumerus his grandfather. Nor has he 
*' any caufe to blum for his father. Flavius 
•' entered into the Roman fervice with the 
•* confent of all his countrymen. Is he to be 
*' deemed criminal, becaufe he would not 
** break his engagements ? in vain do ibme 
** madmen found u> loud the name of liberty, 
** whilft low and defpicable in themfelves, 
** and a nuifance to the public, their only 
** hopes are placed in difcord." 

The two parties engaged, and the king 
gained a compleac victory. But his good for- 
tune fpoilcd him. He gave himfelf up to 
pride and cruelty \ and, expelled by his fub- 
jefts, reftored again by the Lombards, his 
profperities and misfortunes were equally fatal 
to the Cherufci, 

The Romans did not interfere in thefe dif- iDcurfiom 
turbances» but left the Cherufci to their. own ?[*[^ 
diviTions, as Tiberius had politically done be- cenmaj. 
fore. But they could not avoid tiking notice ^; J^- 
of 
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A.R.^S.(^ die incurfions the Caucl weK maldt^ iA 
A. C. 4^. ]joncr GflrmariT. That nation, emboldened 
bjr die news of Satiqutnius Maximui's d«ach, 
b^ which means the L«gionfi on the LbWet 
Rhine were left without i head, liftened to 
the folUcitatioos a£ Gaanafctfs, wh«« htitn a 
Caainefate *, and having long ferved the Ro- 
mans OS an msUlary, had afterwatds fo^akeA 
' tbeflnt and, with tlu: help of fome fmall light 

vefills, made Av^uent dcfcents oit the coaflrs 
of Gaul i knowing that {xople to be rich and 
enervated by a kmg peace. 
CmiJo-. The arrival of Swiquiniui'g fiicc<flTbf fooii 
'^^^- put a ftop to thefe difofders. It wKs the fa- 
mous Corbulo, who, under Tiberius and Cafus, 
bad not been remarkable for his good quMides, 
but was a great mafter of the art of war, and 
would perhaps have equalled the exploits of 
the greatefi Roman generals, had he lived iii 
a time when merit and talents nughc have 
Ifaewn thcmfclves with fafety. The moment 
be arrived in his prbvince, he fent his gallies 
down the Rbme, and f^all boats through the 
lakes and canals that had not depth enough 
of water for lai^r veffels. He chaced the 
enemies ihips, took fome, and funk others, 
and at once rellored lafety iind trunqoility to 
the Gallic coafts. 

To put it out of Gannafcus's power to ap- 
pear any more at fea^ did not fatisfy him. 
Thirfting after glory, he projcKfled conquefts^ 
• and wifely judged the firft ftcp towards them' 
muft be to rtfotai the diftripline c^ his own 
army. The Roman fbldiers had quite forgot 

• 7h Ctnlmfatn dwtit ih a part of tkc ijlaiid that tht 

the 
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the labours and works of war. Like the Bar- A.R 79S. 
Iwrians, they delighted in plunder and incur- ^- ^- +7' 
fioni. Corbulo pot in force the utmoft fcve- 
rity i^ the old military laws. No one was to 
ftray from his place on a march, nor fight 
without order : the foldier, whether in the 
guard-room, on duty as a ccntinel, or on an^ 
other poft either by day or night, was always 
armed : and it is faid he put two to death for 
vorking at a ditch, the one without bis fword, 
and thiC ufaer for tuving a dagger inflead of s 
fword. As Tacitus ' obfervrs, fuch rigour 
would be extreme, and things are protobljr 
exaggerated. Bnt wc may from thence infler, 
&y3 he, that a general, who could be fuppofed 
Eo puufli flight faults with fuch Severity, muft 
hare been very AiiEt and inexorable in great 
ebea. 

The reftoration of difcipUne had its intend- 
ed tSt& : by it the courage of the Roman le- 
gions was increafed, and a dread ^ruck on the 
enemy : and accordingly the FrifoDS, who had ^ ^* "- 
reia«ncd in arms, or had not been throughly -^'"y*" 
li^ued, for near twenty years pall, when they 
revolted and gained Ibme advantages over L. 
Apronius, now fubmitted peaceably to the joke, 
and ^vtng hoftagcs, were content to Ihut thenv- 
lelves- up within the country Corbulo afllgned 
them to Uve in. He preicribed their form of 
government, made their laws,, gave them a 
fenate and magiftrates, and to keep them per- 
fefUy in awe, builc a fort in the middle o£ 

> Qnn Bimiai ct inccitum tnagnitdeliAi* incjmrabilem 
jm falfo jada vet wfia, ori- fciat, cni tancura afpentatit 
^infjntiuii(iiifeveritatcdu- edam advmiis levia ciede- 
bawr. 

their 
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AJt.7^. their country, and put a ftrong garrifon in 

A. C. 47. it. 

He attacked Gannafcus next, not by open 
war, but by furprire, and laying ambufhes for 
himi He looked upon him in the light of a 
deferter and traitor, whom it was lawful to de- 
ceive. He fucceeded in it: Gannafcus was 
aflafllnated, and his death fpirtted up the Cauci. 
That was what Corbulo wanted, and he took 
care to encourage the war underhand : for 
which » he was praifcd by the generality, but 
blamed by more fenfible men. *' To. what 
** end, faid ,the latter, does he endeavour to 
*' Ipirit up nacions that are enemies to Rome? 
** if any misfortunes happen, they will light 
** on the republic. If he is victorious, a war- 
** rior of merit is formidable in times of peace, 
" and cannot fait to be a burthen to an indo- 
** lent idle prince." 

This proved a kind of prediction that waS' 
foon verified. Claudius was fo unwilling to 
attempt any new enterprize againft the Ger- 
mans, that he fent Corbulo orders to bring the 
Roman legions back to the other lide of the 
Rhine. That general was already encamped 
in the enemy's country when he received the 
order. A ^ thing fo unexpected, could not 
but give him room to form maey conjectures. 
He feared the emperor'sjealoufy, the contempt 

■ Utlxca apitd plerofque, 1> Illerefublta.quanquam 

iti apud quofdam finiftri fa- mulca fimul ofiundereauif, 

ma. Cur hoftem concirct ? metm ex imperatore, con-' 

adverfa in rempuhiicam ca- tempdo ex Barbaris, ludi- 

/ara -.fin pro/fere egijcttfor- briumapud fodos, nihil alind 

miiUltrum pad viram iifig- prolocutU9quamJ?/«/ojy«oi«- 

tnan, et ignaiia frittci^ frtc- dam ducts Romanei ! figaum 

gravim. reccptui dedit. 

of 
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of the Barbarians, and the railleries of the al- A,R.798. 
lies. But keeping bis temper, he faid ho more ^- *-• ♦?* 
than this, ** O how happy, how much to be 
*' envied was the condition of an old Roman 
** general ;" and inftaotly gave the fignal to 
■ retreat. 

However, not to let the foldiers be idle, he cuul he- 
fct them about digging a canal between the S|^^j 
Rhine and the Maefe, a fpace of about three th« mk1«. 
and twenty miles, to preferve the country from 
inundations, and be a drain to it, in cafe of 
any extraordinary overflowings of the fca." 
Cellarius, aiter Cluverius, takes this to be the 
canal that begins at Leyden, palTes by Delft,, 
continues on to Maefland, and joins the Maefe 
at the village of Sluys. 

Claudius granted Corbulo the ornaments of 
triumph, tho* he had forbid him the means of 
meriting them. 

He granted the fame honours foon after to CmthuKa. 
Curtius Rufus, who probably commanded in (^'°^"*. 
Upper Germany, and whofe only exploit was his menti of 
opening a lilver mine in the territory of Mat- "'■'^t^ 
tiacum *. The work being great, and the .ji^rtw*. 
produce very fmall, the mine was foon aban- 
doned. The Generals ufed to fatigue their 
foldiers in this manner, with works often la- 
borious, and of little ufe, that they might have 
an opportunity of afking the ornaments of tri- 
umph, which Claudiui, as we have faid, was 
always very ready to grant. On that occafion, 
a letter was handed about as wrote in the name 
of the army, befeeching the emperor to be- sat. Cbwb 
flow the ornaments of triumph before hand, h- 

• Ryciim, in hit nttei, ii , tt Uavii it bowtvtr tt gn- 
rengl^ agaiwji tbh/etlimiiU : grapbtrl te Ji/tafi. 

Vol.111. Q^ on 
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A.R.798. on whoever he gave the command of his Ic- 
*■ '" ^7- gions to. 

^"he'i'''* Lipfius, and the prefident Briflbn, think 
w^th^t^- this Gurtius Rufus, of whom wc have been 
tus cuttius. fjjcaking, is our Quintus Curtius, author of 
an elegant hiftory of Alexander, as famous 
among us, as it was unknown to all antiquity. 
?«' k'"' Their opinion feems very probable, and a paf- 
flr». 11." fage in the tenth book of Quintus Curtius 
^"g" ^"^'- feems plainly to defcribe the difturbances that 
Ptr/. I. ,. enfucd Caligula's death, and the tranquility 
rcftored by Claudius's elevation to the empire. 
It muft indeed be owned, it is furprifing Ta- 
citus, and the younger Pliny, who both give 
a pretty circumftantial account of what bcfel 
Curtius's perfon, Ihould riot have faid one word 
of his work. Be that as it may, the following 
is the account thofe authors give us of Curtius 
Rufus, whofe fortune, fmgular in itfelf, has 
been greatly embellifhed by Bftion. 
Hitfortine. He was of very low extraftion: fome fay 
«"^»i''af his father was a gladiator. In that point Ta- 
f/m.tp. 17. citus leaves us in doubt, not chufing to tell a 
'■ '"■ falfity, and being afhamed, as himfelf owns, 
to fpeak the truth. Curcius in his youth at- 
tached himfelf to the Quscftor, in whofe de- 
partment Africa was, and came to Adrume- 
tum. There, whilft he was walking alone un- 
der a fpacious portico, in the heac of the day, 
a phantom of an enormous fize, fuddenly 
appeared before him, and faid, '* Rufus, I 
*' am Africa, thou (halt come and govern 
*• this province as Proconful, and ihalt die 
" here." Nothing could be farther from Cur-' 
tius's thoughts, than a ftation of that great 
eminence. But a prodigy cannot- but give cou- 
rage. 
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?age. On his remrn to Rome, tty his own un- A.R.?^*. 
derftandirig, quick and penetrating, and with ^- •-■ 47- 
the help of his friend's Hberalities, he foon ob- 
tained the Qiifeftorfhip. After that he was 
■named Prfetor by Tiberius, preferably to can- 
didates of the grcateft nobility. Tiberius co- 
vered the obfcurity, or rather ignominy of his 
birth, by a fingular turn of expreflion. " » 1 
•* look upon Curtius, faid he, as author of 
•• himfelf." He feenis to have waited a long 
time before he was Conful, and but littl.e de- 
lerved to be made one, if Tacitus defcribes 
him right. He fays he' was an ■> odious flat- 
terer of thofc above him, haughty and arro- 
gant to thofe beneath him, and of a difficult 
and difagreeable commerce with his equals. 
He made his way however. He received, as 
t have faid, the ornaments of triumph : and 
that nothing might be wanting to fulfil the 
prediftion, the Proconfulfhip of Africa fell to 
him by lot. But on his arrival at Carthage, 
the fame phantom appeared to him again ^ and 
foon after being feized with a diftemper, which 
none of thofe about him thought dangerous, 
he immediately judged it mortal ; and fo ic 
proved. 

Tacitus, as incredulous as he is, tells this 
ftory very fcrioufly. , The younger Phny ariks 
a man of learning what he is to think of it. 
For our parts, we fhall at^ once rank Curtius's 
phantom with Nero's dragon, and fo many 
bther fablss of that kind, with which the fondr 

I Curtius Rufus videtur ti a<hilatione, arrogiins mi- 
mihk ex fe natas. noribui, inter pares di£- 

b Adveniisfuperiorestrir' cilis. 

■ 0^2 ncfs 
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A R- 798- nefs men hare for whaccTcr is extraordinary 
A. C. 47, jm(j marvellous, has filled the world. 
piittdDi'i Plautius returned this year from Britun, 
"l'^"' and obtained from Claudius, as 1 have Dud, 
T«. /fer. the Icffer triumph. He was fuccccded by Of- 
'' '*' torius Scapula, a brave and experienced officer, 
and capable of making the bett advantages of 
the conqueft begun by his predecefTor. 
Ciiudiiu ii Claudius was in danger of being afiafllnated, 
'Ct^mf^ means, and for reafons unknown to us, 
Gniud. " tho* the guilty pcrfon was difcovered. Cn. 
T«. »i. Novius *i a Roman knight, was detc&ed, 
tirmed with a dagger, among the crowd thac 
came to pay their court to the emperor. He 
was fectircd and put to the rack. He coa- 
felTed his crime, but would not difcover his 
accompliflies. 
Thi The Romans were fo paflionately fond of 

^^^„ HI kinds of flicws and diverfions, that they 
■in 4 com. fought every opportunity to increafe them. At 
JSt^*"" Dolabella's requeft, the fcnate ordained that, 
for the future, thofc who were made Quscftors 
Ihould be obliged to give a combat of gla- 
diators at thdr own expence. Tacitus very . 
jullly blames this decree, by which, employ- 
ments that fhould be given to merit, had a 
price fet on them, aocT were in a maimer put 
lip to fale. 
^fcj," Vitellius, at this time Cenfor, faw his two 
c^fd. \b* fona made Confuls the next year, tho* not both 
^ r«r. at the fame time. The eldeft, who was afttr- 
"' ^' wards emperor, was Conful the fiilt fix months, 
and his brother Aicceeded him the other fix. 

* TUf fotm U vtrj Sit tviat Suettnius rtltii/h. «. ))• jfT 

CJm£uftl^u Ib&otmtntitMtdithi/irt, ' 

A.V1,- 
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A. VlTELtlUS. A.R.79q. 

L. VlPSTANUS *. *■ ''■ +^* 

The Cenforihip was not con&ned to the li- 
mits of a year. At firft, it lafted five years i 
but was afterwards reftrained to eighteen 
months. Claudius, and VitelHus the father, 
were Cenfors fo long at leaft ; and what is very 
certain is, that they {till- were Cenfors, during 
the year in which the two Vitcllius's were fuc- 
ceflively Confuls : and to this very year it is, 
that Tacitus afcribes the nwft important tranf- 
aftions of Claudius's Cenforlhip. 

The fcnatc waS to be compleaied, and on Th*.'^'"!' 
that occafion the chief and moft illuflrJous of wXfc-"' 
thofe the Romans called the long haired Gaulit-""'''"^" 
defircd to be admitted. AH Cis-Alpine Gaul of ,iJ?m" 
had long enjoyed every privilege annexed to t^2' xi 
the qualification of Roman citizen, Narbon- ««.' 13! 
nefe Gaul had likewife given Rome fenators 
and Confuls. Even in the countries fubdued 
by Caefar, which are thofe we are here fpeak- 
ing of,, the titles of allies of Rome, and Ro- 
man citizens, had been granted to the chief 
nobility. But ftilt they had no entrance into 
the fenate, nor confequently to any dignities 
of the empire ; and that was what they moft 
ardently defired. 

The fteps they took in order to fucceed, 
made fome noife in Rome, and feveral re- 
monftrances were made to the emperor on that 
occafion. They faid Italy was not fo deftitute 
of fubjefts, butthatthere were enough to fill the 

* Sb Ryekiiu/eyi the namt in thi timntsm tditioai tf 
^thU Canfuljbauld he tiimii, Tacitus, 
mmJ Ml Vi^aidiu, at wi nod 

0^3 fenate 
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A.R.-99. fenate of his capital. *• Our anceftors, added 
A. c. 48. «( tjjgy^ whofe example is very properly fee bc- 
*' fore our eyes, were fo refervcd in this refpeft, 
*' that they would have no fcnator who was not 
" of Roman blood. Is it not enough thac 
*' the Veneti and Infubrii have forced their 
•• way into the fenate ? and will people not 
*' be fatisfied till they have Introduced a crowd 
*• of ftrangers, who will keep us captives as 
•* it were in the heart of the empire ? what 
" prerogatives fliall henceforth diftinguilh the 
*' precious remains that are left us of the old 
•' Roman nobility ? what is to become of the 
** poor Latian fenators ? all will be over-run 
** and fwallowed up by thefe richer men, 
*' whofe forefathers cut our Legions to pieces, 
*' and bcfieged Csefar in Alifum. Thefe thin^ 
*• are recent. What then could be fajd, were 
*' we to call to mind the city burnt, and the 
" capital attacked by thefe very people ? let 
*' them enjoy the name of Roman citizens ; 
** but let them refpeft, and not pretend to 
*' invade the fenacorial dignity, and the pre- 
*• eminence of magiftracy." 

Claudius was not moved by this difcourfe, 
nor touched by thefe rcafons. He aflcmbled 
the fenate, and Tacitus makes him fpeak in 
the following manner, " My anceftors, the 
*' eldeft of whom, Atta Claufus, a Sabine by 
" origin, was admitted to the privileges of 
** Roman citizen, and the rank of Patrician 
*' at the fame time, exhort me to govern the 
" republic by the fame maxims that they fol- 
*' lowed, and to imitate them, in tranfporting 
*' hither, every thing that is to be found good 
•' and excellent, in whatfoever country it be. 
" Is 
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Is any one ignorant, that the JuHi came to A..R. 799. 
us from Alba, Coruncanius from Camcrium, •^- ^- +^- 
and the Porcii from Tufculum ? and with- 
out fearchirig into antiquity, Eltruria, Lu- 
cania, and all Italy have, for a long time 
paft, furniihed us with fenators. We have 
even extended the * boundaries of Italy to 
the Alps, in order to incorporate into the 
ftatc, not only fome particular per&ns, but 
even whole nations and people. Nothing 
contributes more to fecurc the tranquility 
we enjoy at home, and that power which 
makes us rcfpedted by ftrangers, than our 
colonies fpread over the face of the whole 
earth, and all intermixed with the better 
clafs of the inhabitants of the countries 
where they are fettled. Do we repent of 
having received a Balbus from Spain, and 
feveral illuftrious men from Narbonnefe 
Gaul ? their families have remained among 
us, nor do diey love our country, now be- 
come their own, lefs than we do. What . 
was It that ruined the Lacedaemonians and 
Athenians, how powerful focver they may 
have been in arms, but that, ridiculoufly 
' jealous of the rights of burgefly in their 
' cities, they eTccluded all conquered nations, 
and treated them as ftrangers ? Our founder 
on the contrary gave proofs of fuch fuperior 
wifdom, that often, the fame day, has feen 
the fame people enemies to Rome and citi- 
zens of it. We have had ftrangers for our 
kings. It is not, as fome have thought, any 

• AH that -was called C/alfiite Gaul luai formtrlj nut 
Jitmtd a part of Italy. 

0^4 " novelty 
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A.R.799." novelty to admit • fonsof freemen into the • 
A. C, 48. K magiftracy. Antiquity is full of inftanccs 
" of it. 

" It is obje^ed* that we have been at 
** war with the Senonefe. But did the Volfci 
** and Equi never fight againft us ? our city 
** has been taken by the Gauls : and we have 
** given hoftages to the' Tufcans *, we have 
*' bowed under the yoke of the Samnites. 
** After all, let us recoUeft all our wars : not 
*' one will be found ended in lefs time, than 
** that which made us mafters of Gaul : and 
** ever fmcc that conqueft, a conftant peace 
** and uninterrupted fidelity, aflure ub of the 
** attachment of that people. They have 
*' adopted our manners, ftudied .our arts, uni- 
" ted their blood to ours by inter- marriages. 
•* Let us then fuflFer them to bring us their 
** gold and riches, inftead of their enjoying 
*• them at home. • A time was, gentlemen^ 
*• when what is now thought moft ancient, 
** was new. ' Plebeians obtained magiftracies 
*' after the Patricians } the Latins after the 
** Plebeians ( and other nations of Italy after 
*' the Latins. So will it be^th regard to 
*' the prefcnt eftabliftiment ; it wilt in proccft 

* Suettmu) {ClanJ, 24.) imfartttnee la «/, 

Jays ClauJiHt iiuu nafiahn in * Omnia) P. C. qiue ddoc 

this, and that ht mifundtr~ vctuftUlima creduntur, noTt 

fie«dtht Latin ivtfr^ Liber* fiiere ; plebeii magjlbatus 

dniu, liihich in bis tiaufig- poll patricios, Latini poll 

' idfitd a fittman, hut vias plebeios, cctenumn Italie 

trilinally intinJtd to fipiifi gentium poft Ladoos. In- 

die foD of a freeman. // Tcccrafcet hoc quoque : et 

tmgbt it fisntvibat difftmit quod nunc tuemur exempliif 

-fidtttrniiittnavi'a-Aaysvihieh mox inter exeinpla erit. 
W« right, mar if it »f mutb 

" of 
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" of time acquire the veneration paid to an- A.1k.jggi 
** tiqmty : and what we now ailedge examples ** ^' 4*' 
" in fupport of, willitfelfbeonie dayallcdged 
*' as an example." 

This rpeech, which Tacitus puts into Clau- a Fn«- 
dius's mouth, may be prcfumed a ikctch of that ^^Jf. 
which the emperor really pronounced in the fe- cw^ m 
nate. Any one may eafily be convinced of that, r^"**" 
by comparing it with a fragment of Claudius's 
original harangue, ftil! prefervcd in the town- 
houfe at Lyons, and which Lipfms has inferted 
in his Commentary on Tacitus. We there 
find the fame reproach of innovation refuted 
by the changes uiat had happened in the admi- 
niftration ot the Roman republic. The fame 
inference drawn from the conftant and ^thful 
attachment of the Gauls to the empire of Rome 
fince their firft reduction by Cjefar : the whole 
cxpreffed inaloofevcrbofe ftile,withdigreffions 
no ways necellary ; but the diftion is eafy, and 
does not want elegance. 

One of the digreflions, I have been (peaking 
of, is dictated by Claudius's vanity, arifmg 
from the conqueft of a part of Britain. ** Were 
*' ■ I to relate here, fays he, with what wars 
** our anceftors began, and how far we have 
" foread our dominion, I fliould fear being 
** lufpe£ted of vanity, becaufe I have extendi 
** the boundaries ot the empire beyond the 
■* ocean." 

I know not whether thofe, who may read 
the whole of this fragment, will think Taci- 

■ Jam fi narrem bella, i Tidear, et qnxfiJIe jaAatio- 

qiiibtiiczperiiiCmajoreinO' nem glorix prolati impeiu 

nri, et quo proccfleriDt, ve- nltri ocnnnin. 
leoi nc nimio inrolcntiot. efle 
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A ^799- tua has done us an injury, by fut^itudng his 

A-,C.4? fpeech in the roam of Claudius's. Hiftocical 

Uruch would indeed have been more Ibi&ly ob- 

fcrved had he tranfcribed the latter : but r«ders 

of tafte would have been lefs fatisfied. He 

might have preferved the origioal harangue 

wichouE infcrting it in the text of his work, tf 

the ancients had piqued themrelves on the 

jfame exaftnefs as we do now : andif cbeyhad 

thought of adding a coUeftton of proofs and 

authentic memorials at the eml q£ their works, 

as our modern authors do. 

RtReaioDi The emperor's fpeech was followed by a 

on^ "- decree erf" the fcnate, agreeable to the purport 

of it i and the Gauls, a hundred years before 

that* etietnies to Rome> now became qualified 

to poflefs the firlt dignities. What Claudius 

lorefaw, happened ; the example was imici>ted, 

fad the full right of burgefTy fpreading from 

Btffiui'i one to another, all the fubje^s of the empire 

Umv. Hifl. jt jaft became Romans. The conquered Ihared 

the honours of the conquerors. The fenace 

was open to all, and all might afpire even at 

the empire. Thus, by the Roman clemency, 

all thofe difiereni nations became now but one, 

and Rome was their con>mon country. 

This policy, fo mild and lb jullly praifed 
by Mr. Boffuct, had, however, like all other 
human things, its inconveniences. The max- 
ims of old Rome were by degrees vitiated by 
fq many foreign mbctures. Barbarians, who 
qften had nothing of Romans but the name, 
poflefled themfclves of the greateft employ- 
ments, and even of the imperiaJ dignity. Au- 
guftus would have been ftrangely furprized, 
could he have forefeen, when he laid the lounda- 
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tion of a monarchical government in Rome, ^'^TW* 
that he was working for the Gauls, the Afri- "" ^v**' 
Cans, the Illyrians and Thr&cians, who were 
to be his fuccelTors. 

The Eduans were the firft Gauls that en- The Edu«n. 
joyed this new privil^e. This diftinflion ctiiittiiic 
was granted them in confideration of their '"i^r *?' 
ancient alliance, and of their qualification of ^Tl^"^ 
brothers to the Romans, a title they had long *"• ■J* 
gloried in giving themfelves. 

At the fame time Claudius created new NewPttrf. 
Patrician families; the number not only of ^ 
the truly ancient, but likewife of thofe added 
by Csefar, and after him by Auguftus, di- 
miniihing daily. To that purpofe, he chofe 
fuch members of the fenate as were moft 
diftinguilhed by their birth, and by the polls 
themlelvcs or their fathers had held. 

We know but one of them by name : that '^'"(SJ^f' 
is L. Salvius Otho, father of the emperor, fniur mid« 
Otho. His family was originally of Ferenti- l^'^l"'' 
num in Tufcany, where they held a confidera- 
ble rank. His father, raifed by Livia's credit, 
was however no more than Prjetor. Himfclf 
was particularly beloved by Tiberius, whom 
he was fo like in the &ce, that feveral thought 
him his fon. He was a man of merit, and 
rofe by degrees from honour to honour, till he 
was Conful. In all the pofts he held, all the 
employments he was put into, and whilft Pro- 
Conful of Africa, he had the charafier of being 
exceflively fevere and rigid. We have men- 
tioned an inftance of it after the revolt and 
death of Camillus Scribonianus, and have faid 
how Claudius was at firft offended at it, but 
afterwards reftored him his fricndfhtp. When 
he 
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A.R.79a.-he created him a Patrician, he beftowed great 
A. C. +». prafes on him, and concluded them with thefe 
words : " I ■ fhall think myfelf happy if mf 
** fon be like him.** 
Kcgaid I have already faid, that among thofe who 

*^;j^^j were ftruck oflF the lift of Senators by Claudius, 
iRre ftruck whilft Ccnfof, thcre were feveral who withdrew 
WTtU lift, themfelves voluntarily on account of the fcan- 
tinefs of their fortunes, not adequate to the 
expences attending the dignity of Senator. 
Tjcitus adds, that all whofe reputation had 
fufFered any blemifli were permitted to do the 
fame. Claudius even exhorted them to aOs. 
leave to withdraw, declaring that he would 
name all t^ether, and without any dtfl:in£tton, 
thofe he ihould exclude the fenate, and thofe 
who Ihould reBgn that rank of their own aci ' 
cord, in order to leflen the fhame attending 
the ftimnatizing of any. But fuch a want of 
diftin«ion. To favourable to the guilty, ap- 
pears to me by no means juft, with regard to 
thofe, who, for very innocent reafons, or even 
out of a fenfe of fhame, might dciire to leave 
the fenate without compulGon. Yet this mild- 
nefs was received with ■great applaufe : and the 
Conful Vipftanus propofed giving Claudius 
the name or Father of the Senate. ** For, faid 
** he, that of Father of the Country, is grown 
*' too common : new benet'afUons defervc 
" new titles of honour." Claudius himfelf re- 
proved the Conful for this exccfs of flattery. 
T^ji,^ The luftre was clofed with the ufual forma- 
dofei. Itties. The number of Roman citizens, ac- 
Kn. .11. f Qj^jjg iQ [jjg (gj(( Qf Tacitus, as it is genc- 

■ Vir, qui me meliorc] liberos habere ne opto qnidein. 
rally 
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rally read, amounted to fix millions nine hun- A.R.799. 
dred and fixty four thoufand fouls. In this ^ ^' 4^- 
.-•umber was a moft extraordinary inftance <^ 
human life prolonged beyond its ufual bounds. 
One T. Fullontus of Bol<^a, declared he was 
a hundred and fifty years old : the thing ap- 
pearing very uncommon, as indeed it was, was 
examined into by Claudius's order, and proved 
true by the refers of former numberings (^ 
the pe<i|>Ie. 
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i^^alina married to Silius. Ciaudiut is h^ermeM 
ef it hy bis freeman Narciffus. Meafures 
taken hy MeJfaHna to endeaveur to pacify Clau- 
ditts, Narcijfus renders them abortive. Silius 
and feveral mere are put to death. Mejfa^ 
Una's death. Claudius's infenfibility. Clau- 
dius's marriages. After Meffalina's death, he 
is prevailed on to marry his niece Agrippina. 
Difgrace of Silanus, who was deftined to be 
Claudius's fon-in-law. The celebration of Clau- 
dius's marriage deferred on account of their be- 
ing related. Vitellius removes that difficulty. 
Agrippim governs^ and how. Silanus kills 
himfelf. Seneca recalled from banijhment, and 
made Preceptor to Agrippina's fo«. The mar- 
riage ef young Domilius with Q3avia refelved 
en. Lellia Paulina banijhed, and afterwards 
put to death. Another lady hatnfhed. Par- 
ticular events. Narciffus laughs at Claudius 

' impudently. Privileges granted to fenators who 
come originally from Narbonefe Gaul. Augur 
of fafety. The city enlarged. Agrippina's 
fon adopted by Claudius and called Nero. Bri- 
tannicus's melancholy fate. Cologne founded by 
Agrippina. Nero takes the virile robe ; is 

- appointed Conful, and declared prince of the 
youth. Agrippina removes all that were at- 
tached 



DiqiiiicdbvGoogle 



CLAUDIUS. BOOKVin. 439 

tacbed to Btitanmctts. She makes Burr&us 
Pr^feii of the Pratorian cohorts. Honoura- 
ble prerogative granted A^-ippina. ^itelliits 
Hccufed. His cbaraSet conckded. Dearth in 
Rome. 

A. VlTELLIUS. A.R. 799. 

L. VrpsTAWus. A. C. 48. 

Towards tlie end of diis year Claudius Mrir.iin. 
was made fenfible of his domeftic (hame. ^^^ * 
It muft have been nocOTioufly fiagrani cb have r^. xi. . 
reached his ears. 'Cm 

Silius, either blinded by his hopes, or thinfc- 16. 
ing a danger like that to which the notoriety ^"" 
of his commerce with Meffalina expofed him, 
could not be avoided, but by carrying things 
to extreams, preffed that princefs ftrongly to 
throw off the mafk, and put an end to the ad- 
venture. He reprefented to her, chat waiting 
for Claudius's death was quite out of the 
queftion ; that fuch as had nothing to reproach 
tbemfclvcswith, might take innocent meafures ; 
but that affurance and boldnefs were the only 
relburce of the guilty. *' We are fure of be- 
" ing back'd, faid he, by a number of ac- 
** complices, who have the fame reafons to fear 
** that we have. I am not married, I have no 
*' children, and am ready to marry you and 
** adopt Bricannicus. You wilt (till preferre 
*' the fame power, and enjoy it without fear, 
*' provided we prevent Claudius, who is not 
** on his guard, againft any fnares that may be 
** laid, but whofe wrath is foon kindled, and 
*' his revenge fudden." 

Mella- 
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AA-799- Meflalina * heard him cooly, not out of love, 
A. C. 48. fof jj(j huiband, but becaufe flic feared Silius, 
harin£^ once obtained his mfii, would defpife 
her, and then fet a juft value on a crime, 
which, whilft it was necefiary, picafed him. 
She liked tlie fhame of marriagCi however, 
becaufe the allurement of infamy was annexed 
to it} the laft plcafure, fays Tacitus, of thofe, 
who, having (atiated themfelvcs to excefs, have 
no relilh for any other. She took the hint 
therefore, and immediately put it in exececu- 
tion. Claudius being gone to Oftia, Me0a- 
lina and Silius were married publickly in the 
face of the whole city, with all the ufual cerc- 
tnonies, all the tran and pomp of a lawful 
wedding between two perlbns of that high. 
j^*"*^ rank. The marriage contraft is faid to have 
been ligned by Claudius blmfelf, Mefialina 
having made turn believe it was done with an 
intent to guard agunft fome imminent dangers 
the foothlayers faid he was threatened with. 

That mmt feem incredible to many i and thofe 
we have the account from, were fenGble of it. 
But it is not lefs ftnmgly atte{led, and the au- 
thors, almoft co-temporary, who aflert the 
fad, leave us no room to form the leaft doubt 
of it. 
cuodioiii Meflalina liad a&ed very imprudently in 
|j^^"'quarrclling with the freemen. Till then. She 
had committed the greaieft crimes with impu- 

■ Segniter hie vocei ac- matet. Nomen tamen nu- 

ceptjB, Don amore in roari- tiimoaiiconcupivit, obmag- 

tum, fed ne Silim fumma nitudinem iDlaroJEe, cujui 

adepnu ff>enieret adultCTam, apud prodigos novifluna vo- 



IceMque inter andj^tu pro- luptatcft. 
bttuffl nm inoi pretiis xfli- 



mty. 
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nity, in concert with them. But having caufed A.R. 799. 
Polibius's death, of whom we have before ^: ^- 43' 
fpoken, one of the moft powerful of them, y2fiT' 
all were alarmed with apprehenlions of a like 
fate. Their fear was greatly encrcafed by her 
marrii^c with Silius. Every one about the 
prince ftiuddered at it. The chief freemen par- T«. 
ticularly, forefeeing the confequenccs of fo 
ftrange a ftep, and being fenfible, that in cafe a 
revolution fhould happen, they would be moft 
cxpoled, advited among themfelves, and ex- 
horted each other to take fuch meafures as were 
moft proper for their own and their matter's 
fafety. They faid openly that whilft a panto- 
mime defiled the emperor's bed, tho' the in- 
famy was horrid, yet there was no danger. 
That the cafe was diifereat with regard to a 
young man of quality, whofe age, pride, and 
Jove of his own perfon, tt^ther with the 
Confulfhip he was juft ready to enter upon, 
might fuggeft to him dangerous thoughts, and 
the higheft expedations. They rightly judged, 
there was danger in the cnterprize they medi- 
tated, that there was no depending on Clau- 
<lius, weak snd filly as he was, and accuftomed 
to obey his wife : that Meflalina well knew 
how to pafs a fentence of death, ahd had power 
enough to fee it executed. On the other hand, 
Claudius's eafy temper encouraged them j and 
if they could but get the better at firft, and 
make the prince fenfible of the enormity of the 
crime, they hoped to carry matters on with 
fo high a hand, that Meflalina fliould be con- 
demned without being Beard Their bufinefs 
therefore was to prevent her being heard at 
any rate, and to render the prince inexorabje, 
Vot. III. R even 
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A.R. 799. even if fhe fhouM confefs the whole. Such 
A. C. 48. ^p|.g ji,g jcfltclions that Calliftus, Narciflus, 
and Pallas m^e. It was Toine time before tbey 
could come to a refolurion, and once were very 
near taking a ftep that would infallibly have 
ruined themall. That was, to threaten MeiTalina 
fecretly, in order to diffuade her from her 
paQion for Silius. But all things coafidered, 
they foon were fenftble, that MeSalina, if ap- 
prized of the danger, would not fail to make- 
it fall on them. Frighted at the difficulties 
of fo nice an enterprize ; two of them gave 
it up, Palias out of cowardice, and Calliftus, 
' becaufc ufed to the intrigues and fubtilties of 
courts ever fince Caligula's time, he well knew ' 
" circumfpeftion and difcretion were furer means 
of fucceeding there, than boldnefs in a:ttempt- 
ing new adventures. NarcilTus perfifted, re- 
folving on the only plan that could take efFeft, 
which was, to go dire^ly to CiaodiuB before 
MelTalina could be on her guard. 

The opportunity was favourable by the 
long ftay that Claudius made at Oftia. The 
firft ftep Narciirus.took, was to gain over two 
of the prince's concubines, Calpurnia and 
Cleopatra, by money, promifes, and repre- 
fenting to them how much their power and 
credit would be encreafed by the cmprefs^s ruin: 
he prevailed on them to impeach her. Cat* 
purnia feized the moment when Claudius was 
alone, threw herfelf at his feet, and informed 
him of Meflalina'spijirrtage with Silius. At 
the fame time appealing to Cleopatra, who, by 
agreement vas pref^nt, flie alUed^ he,r whether 
> CalliAus priori^, qao^ue regies perkos,, et potendun 
caotU quwn acrioribus «tfBi){ii3 luuils Jiabcri. 

■ \i ftie 
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fhe too had not heard of it ? Cleopatra anfwering A.R. 799-. 

flie had, Calpurnia defired the emperor to fend ^- *-■ 4^- 

for Narciffus. He came, and after begging the 

emperor would be pteafcd to pardon his not 

having told him fooner of MeflUIina's other 

faults, '* Even now, faid he, it is not her 

** adultery only that I blame. Silius is ferved 

" by your flaves, his hoqle is filled with the - 

*' furniture of the Cjefars. Nor is it yet that 

" which makes mefpeak. Let him enjoy, if 

** youhke it, all the pomp of imperial dignify: 

*' but let him return you your wife, and annul 

** the marriage contraft made with her. Do 

" you know, added he, that you are divorced. 

" The people, fenate and Ibldiers are witncfles 

*' to Silius's marriage, and if you do not 

•' make hafte, the new bridegroom will foon 

•• be matter of the city." 

'Claudius ordered the chief of his council 
to attend him inftantly. Turranius, intendant 
of the provifions, came firft, and next Lufius 
Geta, Prasfeft of the Prajtorian cohorts. He 
aiked them whether there was any truth in the 
report of Meflalina's marriage. They affured 
him it was fafl: : and other counfellors coming 
juft then, advifed the emperor to go direftly 
to the Praetorian camp, fecurc tJic foldiers fide- 
lity, and provide for his oyn fafety, before 
he thought of punifhing others. Claudius 
was fo terrified, that he afked feveral times if 
he was ftill emperor, and whether Silius was 
not in actual podeffion of the fovereign power. 
In the mean time Meflalina, giving herfelf up 
tnorethanever topieafure and debauch, wasce- 
lebrating thefeafts of the Vintage in the palace-. 
FreiTes were going, and tubs filling with wine, 
R 2 whilft 
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A.R.799.whilft women drelfed in fkins of beafls danced 
A. C. 48. and ran about like bacchanalians. Meflalina, 
with her hair flowing over her IhoulderSi and 
brandilhing a chyrfus flie held in her hand, and 
Silius crowned with ivy, and bufkins on his 
legs, imitated the rapid motions of the head 
pra^ifed by the pricfls of Bacchus : whilft the 
giddy troop anfwered with fliouts and figns of 
immoderate joy. 

A faying <m Vedius Valehs, one of the 
greateft debauchees of the company was recol- 
leded when all was over. Cflimbing up to 
the top of a high tree, out of a ftolick, and 
being alked what he faw : " I fee, faid he, 
<* a dreadful ftorm coming this way from 
« Oftia." 

A ftorm was coming on indeed : and theic 
mirth was ftrangcly difturbed, firft by a con- 
^ fufed report, and foon after by certain intelli- 

gence, that Claudius was informed of all, and 
was coming with a refolution to be revenged. 
All difperfed inftantly. MelTalina retired to 
Lucullus's gardens which Ihc had lately got by 
Afiaticus's death. Silius went to his ufual 
functions, diflembling his fears under an ap- 
pearance of lecurity. The centurions fent by 
the emperor foon arrived, and arretted the de- 
linquents wherever they found them. 
Mufum MelTalina ftill kepther judgment in thJsdan- 
biiMto B^'O"^ crifis, fhe boldly refolved to meet Clau- 
"" dius, and prefent hcrfelf before that hulband, 
over whom ftie had often experienced what 
power the fight of her had. At the fame time 
ihe ordered Britannicus and Oftavia to be car- 
ried to embrace their father} and delired 
Vibidia, 
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Vibidia, the oldeft of the vcftals, to entreat A.R. 799- 
the clemency of the high prieft in her favour. *• *^' 
She fet out with only three perfons to attend 
hei', croflcd the whole city on foot, and find- 
ing a cart at the gate, got into it, and took 
the road to Oftia ' : not a foul took the leaft 
compaflion on her all this time ; io great was 
the horror and averfion everyone had conceived 
againft her for her crimes. 

Meflalina's meafures were well taken : but N»rciflii» 
flic had a vigilant enemy to deal with. Nar- ^^"^o^ 
ciifus, miftrufting the Praetorian Prsfedl Lu- ii«. 
fius Geta, a man void of principles, and equally 
capable of good or ill as beft ferved his turn, 
politively afTured Claudius, and thofe who had 
the fame rcafons to fear as he had, confirmed 
it ftrongly, that the emperor's perfon was not 
fafe unlefs the command of the guard was 
g^vcn, for that day only, to one of the free- 
men ; at the fame time offering to take it upon 
himfelf. Apprehending too, that during the 
journey from Oftia to Rome, tho' not a long 
one, Viiellius and Cecina Largus might take 
an opportunity of faying fomething that might 
make Claudius alter his refolution, he defired 
to have, and accordingly took a place in the 
emperor's coach. 

Claudius'sdifcourfe varied incelTantly. Some- 
times he exprefled great indignation at Mefla- 
lina's horrid debauches -, at other times he was 
moved by a remembrance of the nuptial tic, 
and of his young children. To all tliis Vitel- 
lius made no other anfwer, but exclaiming, 

■ Nulla cujurqnam mifericordia, quia deformitas flagi- 
liorum f neralebat. 

R 3 OJhiimct 
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A,R.799. OJhsme { O crime! NwcitfiK » prcflicd him ta 
A. C. 4!S. ejtpjain himfelt and declare Uis real fcntiments. 
But all be could get fsom tliac fubtlc courtier 
was, ambiguous anfwers, fiifceptible of any 
roearuDg the event of things might require, 
and Cectna, imitated hifi arttol diffimulation. 

Meflalina was now drawing near and calling 
out aloud, that the mother of Britannicus and 
Odavia defired to be heard in her own defence. 
The accufer was ftill louder, infifting on the 
Ihame of her marriage with Siltus; atid Co 
prevent Claudius's looking at Meflalma, Nar- 
. cilTus g^ve him a memorial to read, containing 
anaccouittof allthe crimes Aie had been guilty 
of. Ac the entrance of the city an attempt 
was made to prefent Britannicus and Odavia 
to the emperor, but Narciflus had them taken 
away. He could not however keep oif the 
veital who reprefented toCla\Klkis,thac che mo& 
facrod laws obliged him not to condema his 
wife without firlt hearing what fhehad to ^- 
Icdge in her jultification. Narcifllis anfwered 
tbat the prince would hear her, and give her 
full liberty to make her defence : but that it 
would better become a veftal to be employed 
in the religious rites which the duty of her 
profeliion required. All *> this time, Claudius 
was mute, and behaved with an inconceivable 
ftupidity. Vitellius pretended not to know 
what was the matter : every thing obeyed the 
freeman. 

> InAabat quidem Nar- reljwiulcret. 
filTus aperire ambages et veri b Miruro inier luec filen- 
copiam faceie : fed non ideo tiuin Qaudii : Vitellius ig- 
pervicil, quin fufpenfa et naro proprior: oautialibena 
quo duccrcntur iacUmtura obediebant. 

Narciflbs 



DiqiiiicdbvGoogIc 



CLAUDIUS. BOOK IX. 247 

Narcifllis carried the emperor direftly toA.R.79f). 
Silius's houft, and after making him obferve in ^- *-■ *^- 
the hall the ftatue of Silius the father openly 
expoicd to vicv, tho' his memory had been 
branded by an aft of the fenate, he Ihewed 
him the furniture and jewels that had formerly 
adorned the palaces of'^the Ncros andDrufufles, 
now become the reward of infamy and adul- 
tery. 

The fight of them put Claudius in a paffion. siiinimnd 
Narciflas, taking advantage of thai favourable a7e"ut'ra" 
difpofition, immediately carried him to the ^"^^ 
Praecoriafi camp, where the troops were drawn, 
out ready to receive him. The emperor at his 
freeman's requeft made them a fhort fpeech. 
For », tho' his anger ftrovc for vent, (hamc 
kept it pent up. The foldiers, partaking their 
emperor's jjjft indignation, unanimoufly called 
out to know the names of the accomplices, 
to infiift a fpcedy and fevcre puniftiment on 
them. 

Silius was firft brought before the tribunal : 
there Ihewing a courage beyond what could 
have been expefted. from a man of his debauch- 
ed principles, he attempted neither to juftify 
himfclf, nor to gain time, bat only begged 
to die as foon as poflible. Several others, 
both fenators and flom^n knights, died with 
equal fortitude. Mnefter was the only one' 
that equivocated and attempted to make any 
defence. Whilfl: his clothes were tearing off 
his back, he cried out, " He could not help 
** being criminal, he was forced to it; that 
" the emperor himfelf might remember he 

■ Nam et& juflunt dolorem pudor impe^iebat. 

R 4 " had 
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A.R..;t99^<'.ha(l conunanded him to obey Mef&iluu ia* 
A. C. 4H. CI gii things." Such was Claudius's weaknefs 
that he was moved by what Mncfter faid, and 
ready to relent. But his freeman reprefentxd 
to him, how improper it would be to fhew 
mercy to a (troller, after having proceeded with 
feverity againft fo many perfons of diftiniStion ; 
and that it was of little importance whether 
it was willingly or by force that Mnefter had 
committed fuch enormous crimes. He was 
put to death. Nor was any regard paid to 
the pica of Traulus Montanusa Roman knight, 
a youth, whofe condu6t in other relpeiis had 
been pretty regular ; but who, having had the 
misfortune to pleafe Meflalina, had, at the 
requeft of that lafcivious woman, been once 
only drawn into a party of pleafure with her. 
Plautius Lateranus was pardoned in confide- 
ration of his uncle's late fervices in the con- 
quell: of a part of Britain. Suilius Cxlbninus 
owed his pardon to the enormity of his vices, 
which degraded him beneath the rank of a 
human being. 
"a^™' MefTalina did not yet defpair of faving her 
life, and being again received into favour. Re-. 
tiring back to I^ucuUus's gardens, fhe medicated 
an apology and fupplications to appeafe Clau- 
dius ', and fometimes would break out in paf- 
fions and threats againfl; her enemies ; fuch was 
her ftubborn haughtinefs even in the extremity 
to which (he was then reduced. Her menaces 
might not have been without effect had not 
Narciffus been diligent to prevent her. For 
Claudius returning to his palact, and fetting 
down to table, no fooner began to be a little 
warmed with wine and good chear, but he 
ordered 
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ordered that Wretch (for that was his aroreffion) A.R. 799. 
to be warned to prepare herfclf to anlwer the ■*• ^* <*■ 
next day the accufations fhe was charged with. 
Narciflus found the prince's anger began lo 
fubQde, that love was refumtng its fway, and 
that not a moment was to be loft to prevent a 
reconciliation. He llept out, and commanded, 
as if in the emperor's name, a tribune and fome 
centurions who were on guard to go that mo- 
ment and kill Mellalina. Evodus a freeman 
went with them to fee it performed. 

They found her lying on the ground, and 
with her, her mother * Lepida ■, who moved 
by her misfortunes was come to comfort her, 
tho' flic would not fee her during her profperity. 
Lepida exhorted her daughter not to wait the 
coming of the murderers, reprefenting that as 
life was at an end for her, an honourable death 
was the only thing ftie ought to think of. 
But, fays •> Tacitus, a profefled admirer of fui- 
cide, her foul, enervated by debauch, was no 
longer fufceptible of any generous fentiment, 
and Me0alina loft herfclf in ufelcfs tears and 
vain complaints. At that inftant thofe who 
were fcnt to kill her arrived. The tribune 
advanced without fpeaking a word: the free- 
man, with a lownefs of foul, fuitable to his 
firft condition, loaded her with reproaches and 
abufe. Then it was that Meflalina found no 

* Commentaiori bmitiaktfi cel&tatibns ad miferattonem 

greal feini lo find eat luit evifU erat. 
this Ltpida caald br, but not- ^ Scd animo per Ubidines 

•vaithfianding all ibtir labour, comipto niliil hODClhun iiie< 

it iiJIillamaitirofdMitt. rat: tscreiiizqae et quellui 

a Que florenti filix haud irriti ducebantur. 
concors, fuprcmis ejus nt- 

hopes 
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A4t.799. hopes wepc left, and taking up a fwwd, at- 
A..C. *8. cempced in vain to ftab herfelf. The tribune 
raji her tiiro' the body with his. Her morfier 
was permitted «o perfotfn the laft duties and 
tee her buried. 
c!»uflim'5 Word was brooght Claudios, who was 
u,f^Gb,i,tj-. ^j ^ ^^^^ jj^^j. Mcffalina was dead, but 
wittwut KlUng him how Ihe died. He enqutr- 
ed no farther about it, called for drink, and 
fiMflied his meal. Nor 'did he in^the fol- 
lowing day-s #iow the leaft Symptoms of hatred, 
joy, anger, forrow, ngr any of the fentinieiits 
cbat ufually aflfe^ human nature. Neither die 
[rium|>h -of his wife's accufers, nor the grief 
of bis own children, could rouze him from his 
ftupid infenfibility : to which the fenate rather 
added, by ordering every reprefentation of 
Meflalina's perfon, and all infcriptions re- 
lating Co her, to be effaced or removed from 
whatever place they might be in, either puWk 
or pr-ivaic. 

The -ornaments of Quseftor were decreed 
Narciffus ; a poor decoration for that freeman, 
wbofe • credit was then fuperitM- to that of 
Calliftusor Pallas, 
DduJiu!,') Meffalitta was Claudius's third wife ; for 1 
mutazu. j^Q (j^ reckon two young ladies who were only 
bew-othed to him. His firft wife was Plaueia 
tJrguiamlU, whofe father had merited the or- 

I a He ^ads qndcm die- * / rea/t tviti Ryciiui, 

bus, odii, gaudii, km, trif' 4]uiiin fuper P^bAtem & 

tUK, uUitUidsmcjuc iiQnvant CalMum ageret. Ihttomtntn 

Afieftns figoa dcdk , dob 'tiHthiu infiead ef fuper bavt 

({iiUiM laSMitt) sccufatOECi ievivA.'O.W.t'aihicbchanies tbt 

videret, nan quosk £lio* fin/taitirtly. • 
msrcntcs, 

naments 
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namcMs of triuraph in IHyria. It was by her A.R 799. 
that Claudius had that fon who was promifed ^- ^1 4^- 
in marnage to Sejanus s daughter, and who »6, 17. 

rrifhed by a moit extraordinary accident, as 
have mentioned, under Tiberius. Plautia 
had likewife a daughter named Claudia ^ but 
ihe was the offspring of an adulterous com- ~ 
merce with one of her bufband's freemen. ■ 
The crime was difcoveredj and whafis more, 
Plautia was fufpeSed of being concerned in a 
murder. For both thefe reafons, Claudius 
r^udiated her with ignominy, and expofed 
her daughter, a child of five months old at 
her door. He afterwards married Elia Petina, 
of the Tubero family, and by her had Antonia, 
■whom he married, as I have faid, firft to Cn. 
Fon^eius Magnus, and afterwards to Fauftua 
Cornelius Sylla, after putting his firft fon-in- 
law to death. He divorced Elia for very flight 
caules, and took MefTalina, whofe conduif): and 
well defervcd tragical end, we have juft been 
fpeaking of. 

In his firft heat of anger, occafioned by ^^.""^" 
MeHalina's exceflive lewdnefs, haranguing the doth he n 
Prietorian foldiers, he protefted to them, ^^^^ 
That ' fince he was fb unfortunate in his mar- niece Agr^- 
riages, he would remain fingle all his life j ^"^ 
and that if ever he married i^ain, he gave 
them leave to turn their fwords againft 
bim, and put him to death. But Claudius's ''''"■ "^ 
refolves were not irrevocable. Accuftomed to 
be governed by his wives, and in all things to 
depend on their wills, he could not relifh a 

3 Quoniam fibi matcimo- permanfilTet, non recofani' 
nia mate cederent, perman- rum fe confodi inanibus ip< 
(onun fc in ccltbatu i ac nifi fonim. Suet, 

ftace 
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A.R.799. ftate of life, in which he was obliged to de- 
A. C. 48. (^(jg for himfclf, and where he had no one to 
direft the management of his pcrfon and adions. 
His liberty was a burthen to him. His free- 
men perceived it, and all agreed it was proper 
to look out a wife for him, but they differed 
in their choice. The prince's family was of 
courfe divided into oppofite fa<^ions i but the 
greateft emulation was among fuch ladies as 
thought they had aright toafpire at that high 
rank. Each boafted her nobility, beauty and 
riches, and depreciated her rivals. The can- 
didates were at lalt reduced to three. Each of 
which was back'd by one of the three moft 
powerful freemen. Loilia Paulina was fup- 
ported by Calliftus j Elia Petina by Narciffus, 
and Agrippina by Pallas. As to Claudius, he 
inclined fometimes to one, fometimes to ano- 
ther, according to whatever had been laft faid 
to him. Unable to come to any final refolu- 
tion, he held a council with his three freemen, 
and ordered each of them to lay before him 
the reafons why they were of different feoti- 
ments. 

NarcilTus fpoke firfl:, and faid, " The alK- 
" ance he propofed was not a new thing. 
" That Elia had already been Claudius's wife, 
" and had by him a daughter thyi alive. 
*' That confequcntly there would be no alte- 
*' ration in the imperial family by her return- 
** ing to it; and that there was no room to 
*' fbar, Ihe would look with an evil eye on 
'• Britannicus and Odavia, who, next to her 
*• children, were her neareft relations." Cal- 
liftus on the contrary maintained, " That it 
" was by no means proper for the emperor to 
" take 
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, •* take back a wife to whom he had given the A.R. 799. 
" ftrongeft proofs of diflike by a long divorce. ^- *-'■ 4*- 
** That to take her again would fwell her with 
** pride. That it would be much better to 
•' marry LoUia, who, haviijg no children of 
*' her own, would have no reafon to be jealous 
** of her hufband's, and would be a mother to 
" them." Pallas, in his turn, reafoning on 
principlesdiametricallyoppofite, infilled ftrong- 
ly in favour of Agrippina. " That Ihe had 
*' a fon, who * might be confidered as one of 
•* the fupports of the Claudian and Julian fa- 
*' milies, the fplendor of both which was 
*' United in him ! befides, added he, Agrip- 
** pina has given proofs of fecundity, flie is in 
** the prime of youth : Is it proper to let her 
** carry the glory and name ot the Csefars 
** into another family ? " Thefc reafons pre- 
vailed, joined to Agrippina's carcflcs, who, as 
niece to the emperor, had liberty of feeing him 
at all hours. 

She was pitched upon, and Agrippina ex- D;fg„(eof 
ercifed the power of cmprefs before ihe was si)«ni.,def- 
his wife. For, from that inftant, Ihe projefted cu-jt^-t ■ 
to bring her fon Domitius into Claudius's fa- fon-miaw. 
mily, by marrying him to Oftavia i but that 
plan could not be executed without a breach 
of faith ; for that young princefs had long 
been promifed to Silanus. Some regard too 
was to be paid to Silanus himfelf. He was a 
man of the firlt dillindion, and lineally 
defcended from Auguftus. In Ihort, Claudius 
had, as it were, publickly declared his cn< 
gagements with him, by granting him the or- 

• The text ef taeitiit is mcrj nhfcarc htrt. 1 do ml fri- 
tend ta give ibii at a tranjkliea. 

namcnts 
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A.R.799. naments of triumph, and giving the people a 
A. C. 48. magnificent entertainment in his name. But 
« nothing was difficult to be done with a prince 
who having no fentiments of his own, was 
equally fufceptiblc of impreffions cither of 
cfteem or hatred, which ever thofi; about him 
thought proper to give him. 

Vitellius I" afted his part on this occafitju. A 
faithful worfhipper of the rifmg lun, he joined 
Agrippina, and paid his court to her : mafking 
under the name of Cenibr, the fervtle artifices 
■with which he attacked the charafter of Sila- 
nus, who in fa6t had a fifter more renowned 
for beauty than for chaftity. Vitellius ' in- 
linuated odious fufpicions of the friendlhip be* 
tween the brother and fifter, in which there 
was nothing criminal, tho' there might be feme 
indifcretion : and Claudius gave ear to thofe 
infinuations, his tendernefs for his daughter 
being eaftly alarmed by any reflexion on his 
intended fon-in-Iaw. 

Silanus dreamt of nothing lefs than what 
was plotting againft him -, he was Prastor at 
that very time,, and greariy furprized to find 
himfelf at once excluded the fenate, in virtue 
of an order iffued by Virelliu's in quality of 
Cenfor, tho' the lift of fenators had been drawn 
up, and the luftre clofed federal months be- 
fore. At the fame time Claudius retracted his 

■ Sed nihil arduum vide- c Fratrumque non incef- 

batur in animo principis, cui tum, fed incultodiium amO' 

non judicium, non ctdiam, rem ad irfamiam traxit : et 

nifiinditactjuffa. 7ac. prabebat Csefar aures, acci- 

b Vitelliua nomine Cen- piendis adversum generum 

foria ferviles fallacias obte- fufpicionibus caritace Bist 



gens, ingruenci unique do- promptior. 
minadonum provtfor. Tat. 



promife. 
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promife, and broke off the intended allianed. A.R.99^ 
Siianus was obliged to abdicate the Prastorfhip, ■*■ *-■ 4*- 
and the remaining fpace he was to hold it for, 
which was only three days, was filled by E.- 
prius Marcellus, a man of dangerous eloquence, ^•"'- <^<"A 
of whom we fliail have occafion to fpcak often *'" 
in the courfe of this work. 

Thus ended this year. Pompeius and Vera- 
nius were Confuls for the next. • 

C. Pompeius Longinus Gallus. A.R.800. 

Q^ Vehanius. a. C. 49. 

The marriage agreed on between Claudiui 1^. "^- 
and Agrippina was no lotjger a fccret under cu^^^', 
thcfe Confuis. Fame fpread it about, and "'"''8= 
themfelves did not conceal or make any myf- gUppoi' 
tery of it. Claudius, however, would not '''fwnJ <>" 
venture to celebrate the nuptials, becaufc there thdr''bci^( 
was no inftance of an uncle's marrying his bro- 'i^^"^.- 
ther*s daughter. The idea of incell frighten- k^vci' 
ed him ; he even feared that criminal union, '^^' ^'''- 
ffaould he go on with it, would draw down tho 
wrath of the gods upon Rome. 

Yitellius U(ulertook to remove his fcruples. 
He alked him whether be intended to refift 
the orders of the people, and the authority of 
the ienate. Claudius anfwered, with a modeft)* 
really void of affedbition, that he was himfeU 
but a citizen, and that the general confcnt oi- 
the nation was a law to him. Yitellius laying 
hold of that, went diredly to the fenate, to 
whom he declared he had fomething to pro* 
pofe, in which the welfare of the republic 
was nearly concerned } and having alked and 
obtained leave to fpeak before any other, he 
fee 
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A.R. 800. ftc forth chat the labours and fatigues of a prince 
A. C 49. y,]iQ Ijoi^ the weight of government of the 
whole univerfe, required feme aid and aflift- 
ance, that free from domeftic cares, he might 
be llill more at liberty to watch over the wel- 
fare of mankind. " Now what aid, what af- 
** 'fiftance, added he, can better futt our au- 
** guft Cenfor than a wife to (hare his fortune, 
" to whom 'he can entruft his moft fecrct 
** thoughts, and on whofe care and vigilance 
•' he can depend in whatever is proper iiad 
** requifite for a young family? we have aa 
*' emperor who is a ftranger to luKury and 
" voluptuoufnefs: from his youth he has al- 
** ways refpefted and been fubmiffive to the 
•' laws." 

A difcourfe fo fpecious was received with 
univerfal applaufe. Never had flattery a finer 
fubjeft to defcant upon. ViteUius, refuming 
his (peech " Since that is the cafe, gentlemen, 
•' and you all agree the emperor ought to mar- 
*' ry, it is plain none but a perfon of diftin-" 
'* guilhed nobility, fecundity and virtue Ihoold 
** be honoured with his choice. Which of us 
•* by this defcription can miftake Agrippina ? 
•* and fure it is by a fpccial providence of the 
*' gods that Ihe happens now to be a widow, 
•• and by that means qualified to become the 
** confort of a prince, who knows not what it 
** is to found his marriages on rapes and vio- 
*' lence. Our fathers have feen * wives taken 
*• by force from their hufbands, when Cxfar 
" has pleafed ; and we ourfelves have been 
** witnefles to like events. Such outrages are 

*fhiieUii4iit<,AugMjiui'i Oiligulai wtb li-via Or^- 
marriegt inilb Livia, and til/a, and Lallia Paulina. 

" ftr 
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**farfroni the moderation of that government A.R.800. 

*"' under which we' live. Claudius is worthy ■*•*"■ 49- 

** to be an example to pofterity how emperors 

** ought to marry. Let it not be objedted 

*' here, that marriages between an uncle and 

** his brother's daughter are new to us. I own 

*• they art: but they are frequent in other 

•* nations. Wc ourfclves * were long igno- 

*' norant of alliances between two couuns": 

« cuftom ought to be fubfervient to the public 

** welfare, and we fliall foon fee many exam- 

** pics of what now appears fingular," 

The thing pafled unanimoully; and fome 
of the fenators, more arrant flatterers than the 
reft, .added, that if the emperor hefitated, he 
muit be forced to it, and left the fenate as if 
they were really going to force him. At the 
fame time, a mob that'was gathered together 
cried out, the people thought fo too. Claudius 
was fatisfied with this, and appeared in public 
to receive compliments on the occafion. Com- 
ing to the fenate-houfe, he defired an aft might 
- be palled to permit uncles to marry their nieces. 
A decree was made accordingly ; and yet, fays ^^' '^^* 
Suetonius, only ope or two imitated Clau- 
dius's example j and even they were thought 
to have been induced by Agrippina to marry 
according to this new law. 

• I Jq not how viktiiir yiart before the time tue are 

■ <wbat FiUUitti atbjantti bin imvj /peaiing a/f a proa/ of 

beJiriSly true. Jt leaft it I'j 'which may he found in Sp. 

tertaiti, that marriagii be- ligujlintts'i/peech, Fel.-viU. 

twten aujins •were ailmved »f the Hifiory of the Rsmait 

IM JitMt above tviQ hundred Rtfublitk. 

Vol. III. S • From. 
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A.R.800. From that* moment things wore anotber 
A. C. 4^. f jce_ Every thing obeyed a woman who made, 
t^nlT * different ufe of the emperor and the empire 
ud Jw*. from what Meflalina had done. Her fway 
was bold and ^eady, like that of an imperious 
man. Agrippina's deportment fpokc feverity, 
and even haughtinefs. Nodiforder, no Ucciltiouf- 
nefs was fuffered in her family, unlefa it were 
to icrve her own ambtttoua views : for fbe did 
rue. HI. not btufh to proftitBtc herfelf (o Pallas, be- 
*"■ *^ caufe that freeman's credit was ncccflary to her 
ion's ckvation, and to gratify her own infa- 
ti^Ie thirll after gold» uie efied of her ftrong 
defires to reign. 
ftixHikiiii The very day (rf their marriage, Siluius 
i!^'a«J. lulled himfdf ; either forced to it, a& Suetonius 
»3- iays, or out of defpur.} chufinc that day ra- 

ther than any other, to render Claudius's in- 
juflice towards him the more remarkable and 
odious. His Cfter Junia Calvina was baoilhed ^ 
and Claudius ordered facriBces to expiate the 
pretended inceft between the brother and fitter, 
whilft himlelf was committing a real one with 
his niece. 
Scneti re- AgTippina, wilKng to fignaiize her power 
^n^ien" Other ways than by a£b of tyranny only, re* 
indmadi ' Called Sencca from banilhment, and obutiud 
Ae^lZi:t a Prxtorftiip for him •, concluding the public 
fiui. would be pieafed at her doing good offices to 

a man of his extraordinary reputation for learn- 

■ Verfa ez eo ciritu : nihil dom! inptidiciiiii, nifi 

ctcnnftafeminxLoliediebant, dominatioiu expediret.- cS- 

non per krciTiim ut Mefla< pido aori immcnra obtea- 

lin;i, rebus Romsnii illuden- tain fa'abebat, quafi fnblidi- 

ti. Adduftum et quafi vi- um regno puarctur. Tar. 

rilefervidum. Palam feveV xn. 7. 
nu9. ac fxpius fuperbia : 
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ing and eloquence. Befides that, ftie was de- A.R.800. 
firous to give fo excellent a preceptor to her *■ ^- +9* 
fon, whofe education had been greatly ncgleft- Sui.N,r.j, 
ed. For, during the firft years of his Infancy, 
fpent with his aunt Domitia, whilft his mother 
was in exile, he had had no-body to take care 
of him but two freemen, one of whom was a 
dancer, and the other a man who had kept 
baths. Agrippina's views in placing Seneca 
- with her fon, were likcwife to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of that great man's counfels, in or- 
der to fee him oi^ the throne ; not in the leall 
doubting', but Seneca would have fome 
rancour againft Claudius, by whom he had 
been banifhed, and remember too to whom he 
owed his liberty. 

Agrippina loft no time. The moment flic T"" ""^ 
was married,' Ihe engaged Memmius Pollio, "t^ do. 
ConfitJ filed, to propofe to the fcnate to prevail "'*''", "'* 
on Claudius to fix Oftavia's marriage with I^'^ 00. 
Domitlus, Pollio had nothing more to do 
than to follow the example Vitellius had fet 
' him. He fpoke in the fame ftile, and, in con- 
fequence of it, Domitius, already fon-in-law 
to Claudius by his wife, was chofen to be 
doubly fo by marrying his daughter. From 
that hour he was on a par with Britannicus, 
and was confidered as his equal : raifed and 
fupported by his mother's ambition, and the 
policy of thofe who, having accufed Mcflalina, 
feared her fon's revcpge. 

It was not long before LoIHa Paulina felt ioiiu P*ii< 
the wrath of Agrippina, who could not for- JX'.^J^'it 
give her having dared to attempt to rival her itiwudi 

puttodeatk. 

■ Seneca fi4u9 in A^p^iuoi mcmoria beneficui ct in* 
fcnfos CUudio doloiG injuiix credebaiur. Tat. 

S 2 with 
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A.R.800. with Claudius. Shefuborncd a witners, who 
A. C, 49. accufed LoUia of having confulted magicians* 
««.' «i!' aftrologers, and the oracle of Apollo of Claros, 
concerningherambiciousTiews. Claudius, with- 
out hearing Lollia, as was his cuftom, carried 
his opinion ready drawn up to the fenate. He 
fee forth all that could be faid in favour of a 
lady of her great diflin^Hon, her birth, her 
name, the alliances of her family, fuppredlng 
however her marriaee with Caligula. He then 
added, that Ihe had plotted things contrary to 
the welfare of the ftate, and it was necefiary 
to put it out of her power to become more 
criminal. He concluded with voting for ba- 
nifhment, which' implied a forfeiture of all Ihe 
Pii». IX. pofTcfled. Lollia was immenfely rich. Pliny 
'*• affurcs us, he had fcen her wear on days of no 

'310,000/. great ceremony, jewels to the value of forty • 
"' millions of feltcrces. She was allowed to take 
1 40,000 /. ^jth her five f millions of fefterccs. BUt this 
puni{hment, which did not fully fatiate her 
enemy's revenge, was not all (he fuffcred. 
Agrippina had her killed" in her exile: fach 
Was the end of thofc odious rapines and extor" 
iStijiit. tions, by which her grandfather LoUius % had 
*^"- ftrove to enrich his family, and raife it to the 
greateft fplendor. Dion Caffius fays, Agrip- 
pina cauled LoUia's head to be brought her, 
and that Ihe opened the mouth and examined 
the teeth, in which there was fome particular 
mark, to be fure whether it was her's. 

Agrippina .was implacable in her hatred, 
and whoever was the unhappy objefl: of it, for 
whatever caufe it might be, was fure to fuffer. 
She caufed Calpurnia, a lady of great diftioc- 
eion in Rome to be banilhed, only becaufe 
Claudius 
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Claudius had- chanced to pmfe her beauty in A.R.800. 
common converfation and without any defign. *■ *-■ +9* 

The Bithynians obtained this year the con- PmkuUr 
dcmnation of Cadius Rufias their governor, J^;.'5f„ 
who had vexed and harralTed them by his ex- iiughs *t 
tortipns i but they, did not fucceed fo well a- ^'^"^u- 
gainft the intendant Jumus Cilo, who was pro- duT^ 
tcfted by Narciffus. They accufed him with 
fuch heat and clamour, that Claudius, not 
hearing them dillinftly, a{ked ibme one next 
him wh4t they were faying. Narciflbs, with 
a boldface, impudently anfwered, the Bithy- 
nians were prai&ng Cilo, and thanking the 
emperor for giving them fo good an intendant. 
** Well then, faid Claudius, let him remain 
*' two years longer in place." 

Sicily was at that time the only place cxcep- '""""l^ 
ted by the law that forbid fenators going out V'm^ wh^ 
of Italy without the prince's leave. The fe- ^^ °^'^^ 
nators of Narbonnefe Gaul obtained the fame nuL^ 
privilege for their province, in confcquence of ^^"''^j, 
their attachment to, and refpeA for the Roman <*>.' ij. * 
fenatej and leave was granted them to go 
there whenever their domeftic affairs required 
their preftncc. 

Claudius revived the augur of fafety, a ^"f" ^ 
ceremony I have fpoken fully of under Au- *'''■ 
• guftus. 

He enlarged the boundaries of the city, '^^^"" 
having acquired a right (o to do by his con- •i«*K>i,i. 
quefts in Britain. * Auguftus, and before ^J: '^ 
him ■{■ Sylla, were very jealous of that honour. ,gd. 

Agrippina let Claudius amufe himftlf with ^J""'^ 
thefe trifles, whillt (he aimed at greater things. v,%. '' 
The next year, began by the Confuls Antiftius 
S 3 and 
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A.R.800. and Suilius, Ihe goc.her fon adopted by Clau* 

A.R.801. c. Antisttos Vztus. , 

A.C.50. M. SoiUUS RUKOS. :. . 

AeHppini'i She had formerly looked upon as;a![>j^ront 
fcyViS, w*i*t ^^ brother Caligula ufcd to % to her 
and 'aati ' out of 2 jokc, that Ihe^ght to calt her new 
f^A-ff. ^'^^ ^°° 3ti*^r his uncle's nameClaudiuB. Thiogs 
(•& were now greatly altered. Claudius, at that 

time the (port and ridicule of the court, w» 
now become mafter of the empice» and the 
honour of bearing his name a ftep towards it. 
r<w. III. Agrippina, already indebted to Pallas for 
'^' , her marriage, ftill wanted his alRftancc in har 
Ton's adoption : Ihe was too much devoted to 
him, not to find him ready to ferve her on fo 
important an occalion. , The freeman foUicited 
his mafter very ftrongly, pretending his oaly 
motive wasi hi^ zeal for the public wejr4n^ 
and for the intereft of Britannicus, wliole in- 
fancy required a fupport. He alledged the 
example of Aij^ituG^ who> . tho' he had 
two grandfons, yet raifed to honour aod dig- 
nities his two.fon8-in--law, Tiberius andprufus} 
and the example of Tiberius, who, cl^' he 
had a ion of his own, was glad to have ano- 
ther by adopting Germanicos. 

The '■ weak emperor was not able to with- 
Aand fo powerful an attack. Conquered \/f 
Pallas's alcendaot over him, he dpclared to 
the feoate his refolucion to adopt Domitius, 
■ Hk cviAus biemiki ma- Dotam oratiooe in eundeai 
jorem natu Dotnttiuin £Iio quem a libefto Kc^enc 
uieponuit, babiu apud it- modum, 

giving 
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giving him eveo» as Tacitus's e:q)reffion im- A.R.801. 
plies, the prerogative of elder brother to Bri- *• '-• S"- 
tannicus : and on this occafion he made a Ipeech 
in whichhe repeated all that his freeman Pal- 
las had put in nis mouth. 

The gcnealogjfts of thofe times obferved 
there ncTcr had been any adoption in the Clau- 
dian family j but that it had been perpetuated 
by lineal defcent from Atta Claufus. What s»t. Ofd. 
is very lingular Is, that Claudius himfelf made "' 
that.obfervation, and ufed often to repeat it, 
as if he had feared not to be fufEciently blamed 
for preferring his wife's &n to his own. 

He was blamed, but in private. In public, 
the fenate returned him Uianks, and laviflied 
all their flattery upon Domltius, who was fo- 
lemnly adopted before an aflembly of the 
people, with all the formalities prefcribed by 
law, and who then received the names of JVim 
CpiHiiuis Ctefar. He was then in his thirteenth ^•"'- W''- 
year, being born the fifteenth of December. ' 
in the year of Rome 788, and confequently 
was more than four * years older than Briran- 
tannicus, whofe birth we have fixed, after Sue- 
tonius and Dion Caflius, under his father's 
fecond Confullhip, in the year of Rome 793. 
Agrippina likewife received on this occafion 
cf herfon's adoption, an additional honour, 
the firname of Atgufta. 

The hardeft hearts bled for Britannicus on Briwnni- 
this • occafion. Forfaken by every body, hav- Xiy fwe.' 
S 4 ing 

* TacUtii maiti Ntrt tut Matf 1 . m ClauMut. 
tnua ytar flier than Britan- ■ Quibui patrftds, nemO 

nitui. dMetrning that Jiffi- adeo expert miJericordizfuit, 

tuiij, fit M. it TilUmnit, fuem non Britannici for- 
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A.R.80I. ing hardly flavcs allowed to wait on him, the 
A. C. so. young prince became the fpott of a ftep-mo- 
thcr, whofft forced carefles and pretended fond- 
nefs could not impofe Upon him. For he was 
thought a youth of bright parts, whether it 
be, fays Tacitus, that he gave any proofs of 
it, or that he owed that opinion to his misfor- 
tunes. 
Smm.and, What is mod inconceivable in all this is, 
*^' that Claudius really loved his fon. Whilft an 

infant he would take him up in his arms, 
fliew him to the foldiers, and harangue them, 
and to the people ac all public places, tenderly 
recommending him to them, and joining his 
acclamations to thofe of the multitude, wifhing 
the child all mamier of profpcrity. But Clau- 
dius could neither fee nor think ; objefb made 
no impreflion on him, but during the very 
inflant that they affefted his fenfes ; he can 
be confidered in' no other light than diat of a 
mere automaton. 
ft^febj Agrippina, defirous to ereft a monument 
jipippiD). of her power, even among nations allied to 
ra. XII, jjjg empire, fettled a Roman colony in the 
city of the Ubians, a people of German origin, 
but brought on this fide the Rhine by her 
grandfather Agrippa. The city was called 
from her, Colonia /fgrippitta^ or jlgrippinen/is ; 
but for many ages palt, it has been called only 
Cologne, and the name of Agrippina fupprefled. 

tnnx mzror aflicere. Defo- nem ante fuilTe indolem fe. 
lacm padatim etiam fervili- lunt: five veniin feu peri- 
bus mmi&erib, per iolem- culis commendatiu reanait 
peftiva noverCK officia in famam fine expcrimento. 
ludibrium venebat : incelli- Toe. Xlt. 26, 
gens falfi. Neijuc enlm (eg- 

Ti. 
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Ti. Claudius Cj&sak Augustus Gin- ^-^^f*^ 
manicus v. ' ^*' 

Ser. Cornelius Orfitus. 

Claudius being Conful a fifth time withSTySk* 
Orfitus, Agrippina haftened to make Nero nbc^ i« 
take the virile robe, that he might be thought S^fla 
qualified for public employment. He was <i*ci"^ 
but in his fourteenth year, and fourteen years ^^^ 
were to be compleated before the infant drefs ^'•' *>'• 
was laid afide, as appears from the examples ^'* 
of Augulhis*s grandfons, Caius and Lucius 
Csefars, who did not put on the virile robe 
till in their fifteenth year. The fenate's flatteries 
likewife prevailed on Claudius to appoint Nero 
Conful when he Ihould be in his twentieth year : 
and in the mean time he was to rank as Conful 
eleft, and to enjoy the power of Proconful 
when out of the city, with the tide of Prince 
of the Youth. Money was given the foldiers, , 
and com and other provifions to the people on 
this occafion, and in his name : and Britannicus 
appeared in the Circus in his infant drefs, whilft 
Nero was clad in that of triumphers. This 
difference of drefs alone fufficiently fpoke the 
different deftinies of the two young princes. 
At the fame time fuch tribunes and centurions 
as feemed to pity Brttannicus's hard fate, were 
removed under divers pretences. Even the 
freemen that were attached to him were taken 
away by Agrippina on theofcafion I am going 
to mention. 

Nero, meeting his brother, faluted bin* by ■Apipi^" 
the bare name of Britannicus ;- the infant prince ^°^ 
anfwered, calling him only Domittus. That>nKi>edto 

" , ' _. BmuuiKui. 

was 
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A.R.Soi.was enough to raife Agrippina's clamours. 
*-C. ("-She ran immediately to Claudius,' making a 
great noife, and -complaining of the contempt 
ihevn to his adoption : that an a& made by 
the authority of the fenate, and with the con- 
l^nt of the whole people, was fee afide by 2 
domeftic tribynal of thofe that were about 
Britannicus ; and that if fuch leflfonK were fuf- 
' fered to be given him, an enmity, fatal to the 
ftate, mutt enfue between the two Iwothers. 
Claudius * took for crimes whatever was re- 
prcfented to bim as fuch, and accor<^n^y 
canilhed or put to death his fon's inoft falthnij 
fervants, leaving his ftep-mother to put his 
perfon and education into whatever hands £be 
Dii. ^ pleafed. Sofibius, preceptor to Britannicus^ 
''•^ 'ihared the difgrace of all that were about the 
prince, and was put to death by Agrippina. 
A juft reward for his obedience to MeJTalina's 
bloody orders, and the part he had afted to 
take away Valerius Afiaticus's life. 
n« tMka Agrippina's work was now in great forward- 
Pn^af De(s ; but ftill there was a difficulty to be got 
*^ Pff^ over. The Praaorian cohorts were commanded 
""'" " by two creatures of Meflalina's, LuCus Geta 
and Rufus Crifpinus J and Agrippina appre- 
hended they might yet retain fome gratitude 
towards their benefactrefs, and attachment to 
her fon. She reprefented to the emperor that 
two heads occafioned two parties ; and that 
a more exaft difcipline would be obferved a- 
mong the guards, if commanded by one only. 
In confequence of that remonftrance Geta and 

■ Commottu hit c^uafi criminibiu Claadiiu. Taf. 

Crifpinus 
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Crifpious were broke, and AfraQtm* Burrhus A-R-Sci. 
put in their place. Burrhus had a great tepu- A. C. ji. 
ution for tnUitary knowledge, and was thought 
to be very Itrid and fevere, but at the fam^ 
time capable of remembering to whom he 
owed his fortiuie. 

Agrippina, whilfl: Ae laboured for her fon, Hononntie 
laboured for herfelf.too, taking care not toP""^^ 
forget her own perianal concerns. She obtained A^ppim. 
leave to enter the capitol in a carr like thofc th« 
ptiefts were carried in, and on which all facred 
things were depoHted :. that diftindtion added 
greatly to the refpect that, was before paid to 
9 princefst who, by circumftances not to be 
parallelled in the Roman hiftory, nor hardly 
in any other, was daughter of a prince defined 
to the empire, and finer, wife, and mother oS 
an emperor. 

Vitdiius ftood in need of her protection at viuiitn 
this time to fcreen him from an imminent dan- «™W' 
gcr : fo frail and uncertain is the ^ fortune that 
feems the molt firmly fixed. He was then 
in the higheft favour, and pretty far advanced 
in years : yet was he accufed by Julius Lupus 
of high treafon, as afpiring at the empire. 
Claudius would have lent an ear to the accu- 
sation ; if Agrippina had not talked to him, 
not in the tone of a futn)licant, but warmly 
and even with menaces } K)rcing him to baniOi 
Lupus, which was all the revenge Vitellius 
defired. 

* TruuferCarre^menea- fponte pne6c gr etiir. 
"hoitiain ad Burrhum Afra- <> Adeo incerbe fniit po> 

niom, egreffx milituis fa- tendum res. 
MKB, gnaram aiaea cajas 
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A.R.Sei. ■ Itmay beprefutned Vitellius^ed TOTnafteri 
w'^rtJi for we find no farther mention made t? him' 
Mr coo- in faiftory. I have nothing to add concerning 
t^pk. *''"" *° "^^^ ^ ^^^ already borrowed from *.' 
» 4f ^ * Tacitus, unlefs it be Suetonius's tcftijnony, 
that his morals were as depraved as his flattery 
was low and abjeft, and chat he was paflionace- 
ly fond of one of his frecwomcn. The fenate , 
decreed htm the honour of a public funeral, 
and a ftatue to be placed oii me tribunal fcur 
harangues, with ah infcription praifing his un- 
shaken fidelity to the' emperor. Pietatis - 

IMMOBILIS ERGA PRIHCIPEM. 

Detttb In ' Afmoft all Claudius's reign was afflicted ; 

*°°* with dearth and barrennefs. The fcarcity was ; 
very great this year : provifions of all kinds '*. 
were exceDiTc dear, and Rome w^s in duiger : 
of periihing by famine, for there was but juft s 
corn enough In the city to laft a fortnight. ' 
The winter ■ providentially , proved very mild 
and Tree from ftorms, fo that fhips could ar- 
rive pretty r^ularly with what was ncceflary -: 
for the fupport of the inhaWtants. 

Agrippina had now brought matters to beai: 
-very near as (he would have them i and had . 
little remaining to do, but to enjoy the fruits 
-of her intrigues, of which I .was willing to ■ 
give the reader a connedled account. _ I (hall 
now return to my fubjeft, and take notice of 
'What foreign occurrences I have paffed by, 
and what was doing by the various nations . 
and kings, enemies to, or allies of the em- '. 
pire. The firft I (hall Tpeak of are the Par- 

■ Magn3 DeAm benignitate, et modeftla biemiit robiu 
exaeniii rubvcutum. Tac, 

thiatis 
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thians and Armenians, their incerefts and con- A R.802, 
cerns being united with each other. . *• *-• S** 



SECT. II. 

Trou^ks and revolutions in the empire ofPartbia. 
Mitbridatestbelberidnagain feated onthetbrone 
of An^ma. Frejh troubles in Partbia. A^ber- 
datesfentfrom Rome to reign over tbe Partbians, 
is defeated hy Gotarzes. Vologefes king of tbe 
Partbians. Mitbridates king of Armenia de- 
ibroned and put to deatb by Rhadamijitts^ bis 
nepbewy brother and fon-in-law. Tbe Ro- 
fHans bebave poorfy on tbat eccafion. Vologefes 
makes bis brotber 'Tiridates king of jirmenia. < 
Mventure of Rbadamiftus and Zenobia. Mi- 
tbridates king ofBofpborus revolts^ and is after- 
wards forced to furrender inmfelf to tbe Ro" 
mans. Particularities concerning Agrippa king 
eftbtjews. His deatb. Pcjtefity. Judea 
governed by tbe emperor's intendants. Cumanus 
intendant of Judea. troubles under bis go- 
vernment. Tbe Jews driven out of Rome j and 
probably tbe Cbrifiians too. Tacitui's account 
cf Cumanus's proceedings. .Advantages gained 
ever tbe Catliia Germany by Pemponius. Dif- 
fentiens among tbe Barbarians beyond the Da- 
nube. Vannius dethroned. Oftertus's exploits 
in Britain. CaraBacus is defeated^ madepri- 
foner, and carried to R,ome. Continuation of 
tbe ivar, Deatb of OJtorius. Didius fuc- 
ceeds bimy but performs no great exploits. 

AR T A B A N E S, the laft king of Par- ]^,'^,,, 
thia of whom we have made mention, tioni'irth^ 
was always tottering on the throne. He had ^J^^ 
been 
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been driven out of his kingdom, and reftored 
again, as Tacitus informs us. Jofef^uS fpcaks 
of a new revolution by which he was forced to 
dy for Ihelcer co Izates king of Adiabenum. 
y^.A- Izates receivedhim, and fucceeded fo well in 
&";.** ^s negotiauoos wiib the rebel ParthiaM, that 
'M.'t. ' they cmifented co recal their furtive kipgi ac- 
cordingly he returned, but did not long ctyoy 
his good fortune. He died foon after tus ,fc- 
fioration, leaving Gotarzesj one of his Ions, 
to fucceed hidi. 

Gotarzes, inheriting his father's cruelty as 
well as his crown, put to death Artabaues *. 
ooe of his brothers, together with the wife 
and fon of that unhappy prince. The Par- 
thian nobility were alarmed at fuch a ftep, and 
fearing the fame fate might befal them, con- 
certed together an^ took meafures for a revolts 
at the fame time fending for Bardanes -f, ano- 
ther of Gotarzes's brothers, a prince rema^-Ic- 
ably brave and a<fUve, who pobably then 
reigned in America. Bardanes flew like light- 
ening, and travelling a hundred and twenty 
Jeagucs in two days,rurprized GMarzes, whofe 
on^ fafety was in flight. The conqueror «as 

" Ijiiffe/r, ai tie rtaJtr Artiinla, •oihUh tbea blhng- 

Jin, tint Arlahmts, faibir ti HtheParthiant: Imt tfiat 

mkJ fru. Sj that meani I ii tniy a ban cvijeHVh He 

recneili ycfifhus,' «cur£ng nay, •with tht /amt frtiaii- 

to ru/hiBt Gitarxtt luas fam litj,be thoxghl lo harueragH- 

af Artabant:, and Tadtui, fd in Media, r^hich wtu ■«/' 

*i*^ givtt him- a braiher Ar- ttn tht parlion »f a ycKnger 

tahtinti, h-ttifr ^ the familj ef. the 

ifacitHsJeetnetfay/rfm Jr/acidfir. phiJ^truiui, im 

witnte Bardantstaas/tlthtdt bit life tf Apolhnim i, 21. 

d»tibtlifi btcaifft that 'uat- feau ta ftumt tiit l^tftu- 

tUar ia ibi iteit vm biv* . fimexTj 

Ufi, I /ttffoft hi reignii in ' " 

acknow- 
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acknowledged by the neighbouring fatraps i but 
very injudicioufly was obftinately bent on the, 
Gegfi of Seleueia on the Tigris, which refufedl 
to obey him. Seleucia was a ftrong place, 
well provided with provlTions and ammunitions 
of all kinds : and held out fo long, that Go- 
tarzes had time to raife a powerful army a-. 
mong the Hyrcanians and other people of chat 
country : and Bardanes was forced to raife the 
fie^ to march againft his brother. 

Great bloodfhed was expected to be the con- 
lequencc of thb quarrel, which however was 
<;naed peaceably, to the furprife of every one. 
Gotarzes difcovering treafon and treachery car- 
rying on in both armies, gave Bardanes intel- 
ligence of it. The two brothers, notwich- 
ftanding their mutual miftrufis, had an inter- 
view, in which they promifed each other, fwear- 
ing at the foot of ue altars to keep their words, 
to take revenge on their enemies, and leave 
their pretentions to the throne Co be decided by 
arbitration. Bardanes was judged moft de- 
■fcrving of it, and Gotarzes, to avoid all fuf- 
picion of intending to rival his brother, be- 
took himfelf to the forefts of Hyrcania. By 
this means Bardanes became peaceable poflef- 
for of the throne of the Arfacidx, and on 
his return the Seleucians opened their gates to 
bim. His courage and ambition immediately 
iuggefted to him the defign of recovering Ar- 
menia, of which Mithridates had again pof< 
iefled himfelf, taking advantage of the intef- 
cine divifions of t\tc Parthians. 

Mithridates brother to Pharafmanes kingof ^'^^ 
Iberia, himfelf made king of Armenia in Ti* .pinrut^ 
berius's reign by the Roman influence and pro- ^^^ 

te&iOfl, AnnODU. 
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Vflh tcAion, a prifoner at Rome under Caius, was 
fent into the Eall by Claudius in the jirft yeaf 
of that emperor's reign, and the y^zA of Rome.. 
On his arrival there he found his dominions 
ufurped by the Parthians. He was obliged to 
vait a favourable opportunity, which did not 
offer till feven years after, in the year of Rome 
798, under Claudius's fourth Confulfliip, to 
put himfdf once more in poflcflion of them. 
That opportunity was, asl havejuft faid, the 
civil war that broke out between the two bro- 
thers, Gotarzes and Bardanes. Whilft the Par- 
thian forces were divided and employed ^ainft 
one another, Mithridates, fupported by the 
Romans and Iberians, entered Armenia, drove 
out Demonax, the Parthian governor, and 
foon recovered the whole country, the Romans 
taking towns for him, whilft the Iberian ca- 
valry fcowered the plains. Cotys, whom Ca- 
ligula had made king of the LeiTer Armenia, 
attempted to rival Mithridates, and had his 
partizans ; but was at once ftopt by peremptory 
orders from Rome, and Mithridates was una- 
nimoufly acknowledged. The Romans took 
care likewife to guard againft any attacks from 
Bardanes, not by barely ordering him to re- 
frain, for that the Parthian king had paid no 
great regard to, but by threatening to chaftife 
him in cafe of difobedicnce. Vibius Marfus' 
governor of Syria fent him notice, that if he 
attempted to difturb Mithridates, he muft ex- 
pc6t a war with the Romans. Bardanes was 
forced to comply, the more fo as another peri! 
7refttnr«. motc imminent and mor^ immediately aimed 
M.i in Pit- at iiim^ mve him at the fame time ftrong a- 
larms. Gotarzes foon repented having fo rea-^ 
dily- 
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dily yielded up a crown : and, wilhed for by 
the nobility, who in time of peace are molt 
apt to feel the weight of fervitude, he began 
the war again. Bardanes therefore was obliged 
to guard againfl: the danger that was moft urg- 
■ ent, and to provide for his own fafety before 
he could think of making conquefts. 

This time the difference was decided by 
arms. A bloody battle was fought near 3 ri- 
ver Tacitus calls Erindes : and Bardanes gain- 
ing the day, thought it not enough to beat ind 
difperfe his brother's army ; but following his 
advantages made conquefts towards Hyrcania, 
fubduing nations till then Grangers to the Par- 
thian law. Nor was his progrefs ftopt but by 
the ditEculties he met with from his owufub- 
jcfts, tired of making war at fuch a diftance. 
Erefting therefore monuments of bis victory 
on the borders of the river Gindes, which di- 
vides the Dahans and Arians, he returned 
home more abfolute than ever, but at the fame 
time more proud and haughty, and confequently 
more odious. The Parthians could not bear 
his pride, a confpiracy was foon formed agaihft 
him, and he was killed, as he was taking the 
diverfion of hunting ', in the flower of his 
youth, tho' not before he had acquired a repu- 
tation, by which he would have equalled the 
oldeft of kings, had he known how to gain 
the love of his fubjefts, as well as he did how' 
to make his enemies fear him. 

Gotarzes's hopes revived with Bardanes's 
death. Many were inclined to favour him > 

• Pnmam intra juvenUm, moreminCerpopulares.quam 
fed claritudine paucos inter metum apud hoQes quxli- 
fenum reguni, h perinde a- vilTet, lac. am. xi. to. 

Vol. hi. T . but 
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MehwdiUM, but Others, who had not yet forgot his former 
R^T cruelties, were for Meherdates, fon of Vo- 
Kignovcr liones, and grandfon of Phraafes, and at that 
»nt,iide'' t't^c hoftage at Rome. Gotarzes, being on 
filled by the fpot, prevailed. But inftead of endeavour- 
GouiKj, j^g j^ ^jp^ ^g- ^^^ j^^j impreflions his former 
condud had made, by behaving with mild- 
nefs and equity, he feemed on the contrary to 
ftudy how to ftrengthen and increase them. 
The confequence was, that Meherdates's friends 
found means to fend to Rome, defiring to have 
that prince for their king. 
Tat. m. Tacitus fays it was in the year of Rome 800, 
that the deputies of the malecontent Parthians 
had an audience of the fenate. To juAify the 
Hep they cook, they faid, they were not ig< 
norant of the treaties fubCfting between the 
Roman empire and the kings of Parthia ; nor 
any ways pretended to rebel againft the family 
of the Arfacidffi ; but that they were come to 
requeft a prince of that royal blood, to oppofc 
the tyranny of Gotarzes, equally infupporca- 
ble to the nobility and the people. They 
painted his cruelties in the ftrongeft colours ; 
that he fpared neither brothers, relations, nor 
ftrangers : that he put to death women big 
with child, and their hufbands; infants with 
their fathers ; whilft himfelf, given up to idle- 
nefs and effeminacy, worfled in all the wars 
he undertook, endeavoured to conceal his fliame 
and cowardice by barbarity. *' Our nation, 
" added they, has long been united to your 
*' empire : and it behoves you to affift allies 
*' whole forces might rival your's, but that 
*' out of refpcft they allow you the pre-emi; 
" nence. We give you the fons of our kings 
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■* as hoUages, to the end, that when we chance 
*' to be ill governed, we may have recourfe to ■ 
*' the emperor and Roman fenate, and receive 
" from them kings of their forming, ufed to ' 
** their manners, and therefore more worthy 
" to reign." 

Claudius, in aafwer, extolled the Roman 
grandeur, priding himfelf greatly on the ho- 
mage the Parthians paid to him : and compar- 
ing himfelf to Augultus who had given them 
ft king. But he made no mention of Tibe- 
rius, whofe odious name fuLlied the glory he 
had been a Oiarer in. Meherdates being pre- 
fent, Claudius thought proper to give him 
fome advice how he ftiould behave. " Do 
*' not " think, faid he, you are to »& like a 
*' jnafter ruling over flaves. Let the Parthians 
*' find a protestor in you, and do you confider 
" them as fellow citizens. Juftice and cle- 
*■' mency will make you fo much the more 
*' refpe(a:ed by them, as they arc virtues un- 
*' known to Barbarians." 

Then turning towards the Parthian deputies' 
he launched out in praife of the prince, boaft- 
ing the education he had received in Rome, - 
and the mildnefs and good qualities he had till ' 
then given proofs of. Adding, that they ought 
^ however to bear with their kings, tho' they 

a Ut Han dominauonem b Ac tamen ferenila re. 

et fetvos, fed reflorem ct gamingt:nia,nequeuruicre- 

cives cogitaret: clementiam- bras mucationes. Rem Ro- 

que ac juftitiam, cjuantoig- manam hac fatiare gloria 

nara batbaris, tanta grati- proveftam.ucexternisquoquc 

era " capeiferet. Tar. gentibus quiecem vclit. •Juc, 

• T/re Itxt/aji toleratiora, luiii-i dott not fetm prspir 
- here. I bavi folle'uiid 1 rnnjhemim^'i emindi-tiin, 

T 2 might 
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might have fome faults, and that frequent 
changes of that kind were always detrimental 
to a Itate. '* Be not furprifed, laid he, tlut 
*' I give you this difinierefted advice. Ro(ne» 
" iatiated with glory and conquefts, has at- 
" tained that pitch of fuperiority, that fHe 
" now is glad to fee peace and tranquility 
*' reign in other nations." C. Caflius, gover- 
nor of Syria, was ordered to conduct the new 
king as far as the Euphrates. 

Cafiius, whom we not are to * confound 
with him that married Germanicus's daughter 
Drulilla in Tiberius's reign, was a man of me- 
rit : and as the profound peace the empire en- 
joyed, afforded him no opportunity of improv- 
ing his military talents, he had applied him ■ 
felt to the iludy of the civil law, in which he 
excelled. 

When, in quality of governor of Syria, he 
had the command of the army, he ftrove to 
acquit himlelf of his duty with diftindtion. 
He exercifed the legions as much as he po0i- 
bly could in rimes of peace, and reftored the 
ancient difcipline among them : he took care 
to keep the troops as adtive and vigilant, as 
if the enemy were every hour to be expefted : 
in Ifaori, he did all that was in his power to 
keep up the honour of the name he bore, ftill 
renowned in thofe countries, ever fmce the 
brave exploits by which the famous Caffius, 

'Gcrmaniciu'sfin-itt-la^i hilily than genius er talrnts. 

fi-eiiami'wailjadus,iiiuiliiij Facilitate Ta^pius qaam ia- 

Caius. Sal tubal moji difiin^ duftria cominendAbatiU',/^)!! 

gmjbti thtm it tbtdifftrmu laUtu, ann. Vi. I ^. CaiW 

ef their charaStrt. Lucius •wadd ba-vejhmt if be J>ad 

bad mart miiditf/s and affa- hud o^fsrlmitiis. , 

Ciefar's 
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Cjefar's murderer, had diftinguifhed himfelf 
there. 

The commiflion he was ordered to execute 
with regard to Meherdates, was not difficult i 
but yet he performed it Uke a man of judg- 
ment. He fent for the Parthian nobility who 
were on his lide, and going to Zeugma on the 
Euphrates, delivered their king into their 
hands, giving him an excellent piece of ad- 
vice when he look his leave. He told him, 
*• That the Barbarians were all fire at the be- 
*• ginning of an enterprize, but that if they 
*' were not immediately led on to adiion, they 
** foon grew cool, and the zeal that animated 
** them- at firft, was apt to change into per- 
*' fidy and treafon. That he therefore ought 
•* not to lofe a moment, but advance with all 
** poffible diligence againft the enemy." 

Meherdates was young, without experience, 
and imagined, that to enjoy pleafure and lux- 
ury was one of the 'prerogatives of royalty. 
A traitor, finding him in that difpofition, fooa 
made him flight and defpife the Roman go- 
vernor's advice. Ateares, king of the Arabs 
of Edefla, detained him feveral days in the 
city, by the feafts and diverfions he gave him. 

In the mean time Carrhencs, chief of the 
malecontcnts, having alTembled an army, fent 
Meherdates word all was ready, and that if 
he would come direftly and join them, there 
was reafon to hope for the greateft fucccfs. 
The young prince committed a fecond fault 
on this occafion : and inftead of croflTing the 
plains of Mefopotamia, got in among the 
mountains of Armenia, where winter was al- 
ready coming on. Thefe he had to ftrugglfi 
T 3 with 
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with the badnefs of the roads, and the fnow 
that had fallen, before he could join Carrhcnes 
in the plain. 

They croITed the Tigris together, took Ni- 
nive *, the ancient capital of the Aflyrians -, 
and Arbela, famous for the viftory Alexander 
gained there over parius, by which the Per- 
■ fian empire was toifally overthrown. Izates-f*, 
the Adiabcnian, whofe country he was to pafs 
thro', joined his forces to their's. A faithlcfs 
ally, who pretending fricndlhip for Meherdates, 
was in his heart a favourer of Gotarzes. 

Gotarzes was willing to render the gods 
propitious before he marched againft the ene- 
my. He went to a mountain called Sambulos, 
to offer up his prayers to the divinities of that 
place, and particularly to Hercules, who was 
greatly revered there. The priefts took care 
to feed the credulous fuperftition of "the people 
by a pretended miracle, which Tacitus relates 
very fcrioufly, and -without expreffing the 
■leaft fufpicion of fraud. The god, fays he, 
at certain ftated times, warns the priefts in 
their dreams to have horfcs in readinefs for 
him to hunt in the neighbourhood of the tem^ 
pie. The horfes, loaded with quivers full of 
arrows, run up and down the forefts, and re- 
turn at night, tired, and their quivers empty. 
The god informs the priefts in another dream, 
•what parts of the forelh he has hunted in, and 

• The great Vinei)! hai ■\ 7his prince had embraced 
been difirejed federal agei he- the Jtixijh religion accor/iiTig 
fare hy Arhntes, but a xeiv ta Js/ifbus, but he duet net 
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^ere they find the bodies of the wild beafts hc 
has killed. So Tacitus relates the matter, * 

without Caking notice of their prieftcraft in 
buoting under the name of Hercules. 

Gotarzcs, whofe ftrength was inferior to 
Meherdates> kept on the other fide a river 
Tacitus calls Corma> refufing to accept the 
battle that was frequently offered him, fpinning 
put and protrafting matters, during which 
time he was endeavouring to debauch his rival's 
allies. He fucceeded with Izates and Ab- 
gares, who then threw afide the mafk and led 
their troops oS: a common eSe& 'of the 
ficklenefs and inconfiancy of thole Barbarians, 
who chofe rather to apply to Rome for their 
kings, than to keep them when they had 
ihem. 

Mehcrdates, fearing the defertion of thofe 
two princes might induce others to follow their 
example, urged the fight (nore llrongly than 
ever : and Gotarzes, whofe courage was in- 
creafed by the diminution of his enemy's forces, 
did not now decline it. The two armies en- 
gaged, and viftory was a long time doubtful. 
The brave Carrhenes performed wonders, put- 
ting to fiight alt that oppofed him. But his 
valour carrying him too far in purfuit of thofe 
that fled, without thinking to fecure his re- 
treat, he was furrounded and cut off. With 
him pefiftied all Mcherdates's hopes, who, to 
crown his misfortunes, trufted to a traitor, 
by whom he was put in irons, and delivered 
, up to Gotarzes. The conqueror ordered his 
ears to be cut ofF, but fpared his life, that he 
■ Lcviute gentili, et qnia experimeiitis cogninim eft, 
Bubaioi malle Roma petere reges, qmm habere. 

T 4 might 
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tnight be a monument of his clemency, and 
of the Roman {hame. 

Gotarzes died foon after, Tacitus fays, by 
ficknefs ■, but according to Jofephus, by a con- 
fpiracy of bis fubjefts. He was fucceeded by 
Vonones, who had reigned over the Medes, 
and might be his brother. Vonones's reign 
'Was but (hort, nor did any thing remarkable 
Voiogero happen in it. His fon Vologefes fucceeded 
1^0' the iii^n. 

Miihridx'n Towards the beginning of Vologefes's reign, 
menu^d^' that is to fay, about the y^ar of Rome Boa, 
throot'd ind a new revolution happened in Armenia, of 
by Rhii".''' which the Parthians took advantage to fet up 
roinui, hi. again their claim to that crown. Mithridates 
hodi«and was in poflfeffion of it, as I have faid, and 
fcii-in-iaw. might have enjoyed it peaceably, had not a dan- 
a'li IT. gerous enemy fprang up in his own family. 
He had always lived in harmony and good in- 
telligence with his brother Pharafmanes, king 
of Iberia. But Pharafmanes had a fon, who 
was devoured by ambition, and could not brook 
' the private ilation in which he was obliged to 
live. 

Rhadamiftus, that was the young prince's 
name, adding to an extraordinary ftrength and 
fize of body, an uncommon dexterity in all 
the excrcifes ufed in thofe countries, and hav- 
ing already acquired fome reputation even in 
remote parts, lufFered impatiendy an aged fa- 
ther's keeping him fo long out of pofleflion of 
the kingdom of Iberia, which, even if he had 
it, ftill feemed too fmall to fatisfy his defircs. 
As he made no myftcry of it, but publjckly 
talked in that audacious manner, Pharafmanes 
fearing he Ihould find in his fon a rival, who 
ba4 
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had the advantages of the vigour of youth, 
and the love of the people, refolved to turn 
Rhadamiftus's views and expeftations towards 
Armenia, which he reprefented to him as a 
prey more worthy him. " 'Twas I, faid he, 
•* that drove the Parthians out of Armenia, 
*' and gave it Mithridates. Take back a con- 
** queft made by your father's arms. But firft 
*' try what you can do by cunning : it is not 
*' yet time to ufe force." 

Mithridates was brother and fon-in-Iaw to 
Pharafmanes : conlequently the delign of de- 
throning him implied a comptication of crimes. 
But ambition knows no crime in whatever is 
neceflary to attain its end. Rhadamiftus pre- 
tending to quarrel with his father,' and that he 
could not bear a ftep-mother who hated him 
to death, retired to his uncle, who received 
him with opcil arms, and treated him as his 
own fon. The treacherous nephew, purfuing 
his plan, privately founded fome of the chief 
Armenians, and fpirited them up to rebel, 
whiltl Mithridates, not in the leaft fufpeding 
what was carrying on, ftudicd to promote and 
advance him. It w£,s probably at that time 
that he made him his fon-in-law, giving him 
his daughter Zenobia * in marriage. Some 
time after Radamiftus pretending his father 
was reconciled to him, returns to Iberia, and 
tells Pharafmanes, that alt that could be done 
underhand was compleated, that matters were 
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ripe, and force of arms was now requifite to 
crown the enterprize. Phara&nanes trumped 
up ibtne frivolous pretence to declare war a- 
gairtft his brother, and fcnt his fon into Ar- 
menia at the bead of an army'. Mithridates 
taken unawares, and attacked by treachery and 
violence at the fame time, could not poflibly 
refift, but was forced to (hut himfelf up in the 
caftle of Gorneas, in which tbe Romans kept 
a garrifon. 

The Iberians were too ignorant a people to 
have any notion of the proper methods of 
forming fieges, in which the Romans on the 
other hand were well fkilled. Rhadamillus 
would of courfe never have been able to force 
the citadel, and make himfelf mafter of Mi- 
thridates's perfon, had not the Roman gover- 
aior Csdius Follio had a venal foul. One Caf- 
perius, .a Centurion, oppofed the fliameful 
bargain as long as he could : but finding his 
endeavours vain, thought the beA thing h*; 
could do was to bring about a fufpenfion of 
arms, during which he might have an oppor- 
tunity of fummoning Pharafmanes to with- 
<lraw his troops ; or, if that was refufed, of 
iblicitiog fuccours from Numidius Quadratus, 
governor of Syria. Cafperius's abfence left 
PoUio at liberty to proceed in bis bafe defigns. 
He preffed Miihridatts ftrongly to enter into 
. an agreement, but not being able to get the 
Jjctrer of his well-grounded fears and appre- 
henfions, he induced (he foldiers of the garri- 
fon to mutiny, to infift on capitulating, and 
to declare, that if he did not, they would aban- 
don a poft they could hold no longer. Mi- 
thridates was under a necefllty of yielding to 
fuch 
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fuch menaces : the time and place for an in- 
terview were agreed on, and he left the for- 
trefs. 

The moment Rhadamiftus perceived him, 
he ran to meet him, embraced him with the 
utmoft tenderncfs, and made a thoufand pro- 
tcftations of refpeft and obedience to him as 
to a fecond father. He fwore too that he 
would never ufe fword or poifon to hurt him j 
and at the fame time forcing him into a neigh- 
bouring wood, where, faid he, every thing 
was prepared to offer up a facrifice to the 
gods, and take them to witnefs the peace they 
were going to conclude. 

The kings of thofe countries obferved a very 
Angular ceremony in the treaties they made 
with one another. They gave each other the 
right hand, the two thumbs of which were 
then tied together fo tight, that it ftopt the 
circulation of the blood. They then pricked 
the ends of their thumbs, and each of them 
fucked the blood that run out. Nothing was 
more facred among them than thofe treaties, 
fealed with the blood of the contrafting parties. 

On the occafion we are fpcaking of, the 
man who was to tie the two princes thumbs 
pretended to fall, and catching hold of Mi< 
thridatcs's' knees, threw him on the ground. 
Others ran immediately to help, to put him in 
irons. He was dragged away like a criminal 
in the fight of an infinite number of fpeiftators, 
who, to be revenged on him for the feverity 
of his government, loaded himTvith infults and 
reproaches. Some however we'i^'toncemed to 
fee fo deplorable a change of fortune. His 
wife 
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wife and children followed, filling the air wich 
their cries and Is mentations. 

Rhadamiftus kept his prifoners till he could 
receive his father's orders concerning them. 
Fharafmanes knew no diiEculty in commitcing 
crimes ■, nor did he hefitate a moment between 
a crown and the lives of his brother and daugh- 
ter : only he did not chufe to fee them die, 
and therefore bid his fon difpatch them on the 
fpot. Rhadamiftus, not to break his oatfa^ 
would have them killed neither by fword nor 
poifon, but ordered his uncle and filter to be 
fmothered between two feather-beds. Mithri- 
dates's fens were likewife put to death for be- 
moaning the fate of thofe to whom they were 
indebted for life, 
'^'.'i^' ^^^ Romans could not avoid taking notice 
hive poorly of this event i for they had made Mithridates 
«^h»toc- king of Armenia. C^adratus therefore held 
a council of the chi« officers of his army, 
to confult what was proper to be done in thofe 
circumftances. Few of them feemcd touched 
by any confideration of the glory of the em- 
pire : but in general influenced by a timid po- 
licy, were of opinion it was beft to let things 
take their own courfe. They pretended "that 
' every crime committed by foreigners ought 
' to be a fubjed of joy and gladnefs to the 
' Romans. That it was even necefiary to 
' fow the feeds of difcord among all Barba- 
'■ rians, as the Roman emperors had often fuc- 
' cefsfully done, and more particularly with 
' regard to, Armenia. That .Rhadamiftus 
' was welcc^^ to enjoy what he had fo ille- ■ 
■ gaily required. That it was more advan- 
" tageoua 
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" tageous to the Ronaas for him to become 
" king of Armenia by a crime that made him 
** hated and detefted, than if he had gained 
** that crown by fair means." This opinion 
prevailed. Yet even thole who had given it, 
being fenfible of the fhame it mult relledt on 
them^ refolved to do fomething to fave ap- 
pearances, and therefore fent Pharafmanes or- 
ders to leave Armenia, and take his fon with 
him. 

Julius Pelignus, inteodant of Cappadocia, 
behaved ftill worfe than the governor of Sy- 
ria. Pelignus was a low arrant coward; whofe 
very appearance, fit only to excite laughter, 
was quite of a piece with his groveling foul. 
By thefe qualifications it was that he gained 
Claudius's friendlhip, who not knowing what 
to do with himfelf for a long time, ufed to a- 
mufe himfelf with bufibons, and be very fond 
of them. Pelignus however talked of great 
matters, and a^d the man of importance when 
chefe diH'urbanccs happened in Armenia. He 
raifed foldiers in his province, and putting 
himfelf at their head, marched on to dethrone 
Rhadamillus, faid he. But thofe raw, ill- 
difciplined troops, rathera burden to their allies 
than a terror to their enemies, deferted on the 
road, and Pelignus came up with Rhadamiftus 
in extream bad plight. The fubtle Barbarian 
at once faw thro' the foible of the Roman in- 
tendant, who, guned over by his prefents, fo 
far forgot his dethroning fcheme, that on the 
contrary, he exhorted him to take the diadem, 
and was prefent at the ceremony to give it a 
fandion. 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIe 



^H HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

•Tis needlefs to obferve how much tbb con- 
duit diHionoured the Romans. Quadratus,in 
order to wipe offthe ignominy, difpacchcdHelvi- 
dius Prifcus, one of Ms lieutenants, at the head 
of a legion, with orders to ufe all prc^r means 
to calm the difturbances. That ofHcer having 
^iffed mount Taurus, began to do his duty 
extremely well, mixing mildnefs and mode- 
ration with feverity and firmnefs : but he was 
foon recalled, for fear of his bringing c»i an 
open war with the Parthians. 
voiogern For Vologefes, remembering his anceftorshad 
"ro^'ri poff^f'^'i Armenia, thought that afavourableop- 
lidates idng portunity to recover it from a prince who had 
o(\AnK- ufurped it by violating the moft facred laws. 
He undertook therefore to drive Rhadamiftus 
out, and to let Tiridates, one of his brothers, 
on that throne, that he might by that meais 
be as well provided for as his other brother 
Pacorus who reigned in Media. He thought 
it a fine thing for each branch of his family 
to wear a crown. 

The bare fight of the Parthian army put the 
Iberians to flight without even drawing a fVord. 
The cities of Artaxates and Tigranocertes Tub- 
mitted. But a very hard winter, wantofpro- 
viJions, and (icknefs occafioned by that want, 
obliging Vologefes to retire, Rhadamiftus re- 
turned again to his prey, ■ and treated the Ar- 
menians with extraordinary feverity, looking 
on them as rebels ftill ready to forfake him 
whenever an opportunity (hould offer. 
Adnnture Accuftomcdasthe Armenians werctdflavcry, 
^ft^I^iii ■y^ Rhadamiftus's tyranny was beyond bear- 
Zcoobii. ing. They rofe, took up arms, and laid fi^e 
to the palace. This was done fo fuddenly, that 
Rhada- 
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Rhadamiftus had barely time to fave himfelf 
by flight. Taking two of his beft horfes, he 
mounted one, and fet his wife Zenobia on the 
other, and without any attendants whatever 
rode away as faft as they could go. But Ze- 
nobia being then with child, tho* at firft fup- 
ported by her courage and extream love of 
her hufband, yet in her condition could not 
poffibly bear a long journey. Reduced to the 
utmoft extremity, Ibe begged of him to pre- 
ferve her from the outrage and infults of cap- 
tivity by an honourable death. Rhadamiftus 
embraced, comforted and encouraged her, one 
. moment admiring and extolling her virtue, and 
the next, ftruck with jealoufy, andtheappre- 
henlion of her falling into the hands of fome 
lawlefs ravilher, ftiould he leave her. At laft, 
the violence of his pafHon prevailing in his 
heart inured to crimes, he drew his dagger^ 
ftabbed her, and dragging her to the river 
Araxes, left her to the mercy of the waves, 
that even her dead body might not fall into the 
hands of any one. Then continuing his jour- 
ney, he arrived in Iberia. 

Zenobia was ftill alive, and the tide carry* 
ing her to a place where the water was pretty 
fhallow and calm, flie was feen by fome 
(hephcrds who were tending their flocks there- 
abouts. Ha* beauty and the magnificence of 
her drefs made them judge her a perfon of great 
diftiniftion. They took her out of the water, 
drefled her wound, and gave her all the affift- 
ance that country-folks like them could do. 
Recovering her by degrees, and learning from 
her her name, and the misfortune that had 
befallen her, they conduced her to Artaxates, 
where 
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where Tiridates received and entertained her 
honourably. 
T«. «■- Rhadamiftus would not yet give up all 
""■ ' ^ hopes of Armenia. That crown was the fub- 
jeifl of continual wars between him and Tiri- 
dates, in which their good and bad fuccefs wax 
alternate; 'till at length Rhadamiftvis' met the 
reward of all his crimes, being put to death 
by 'his father Pharafmanes's order' for confpir- 
ing againfl: him. This hap^wfti after Nero's 
acceflion to the Roniaii" empire. 

Rhadamiftus's death ftill did not pacify the 
troubles of Armenia. The Romans behaved 
with more vigour under Nero, than they had 
done under Claudius, and would no longer be 
fpedators only of what was doing in that coun- 
try. Thence arofe great difputes between them 
and the Parthians, of which we fhall cake no- 
tice in its proper place. 
Mithridatu The Bofphorus gave Claudius fome uneafi' 
^^J"^^- nefs, which at laft ended to his fatisfaftion. 
loita, mi i> He had made, as I have already faid, Mithri- 
fo^^w' dates, a defcendant of the famous prince of 
fonender that name, who kept the Roman arms fo Jong 
(^y^°j employed, king of that country. The king 
of Bofphorus, of a turbulent ambitious difpo- 
fition, having attempted to fow dilTenttons, 
■was driven out of his dominions by the Ro- 
mans, and his brdther Cotys put in his place. 
77/fat. a. Mithridates, tho' a fugitive and dethroned, ftill 
^^- -**■„ kept up his courage. He vifited all the bar- 
mi 15. ' barous nations in thofe parts, at firft to feek an 
afytum, and next to fpur them on to efpoufe 
his quarrel, and heip him to recover his king- 
dom. He fucceeded fo far as to form an army, ' 
but beyond that all his efforts were fruit?efs 
and 
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and urifuccefsful. Vanquilhed and deftitute of 
all refource, he at laft refolved to throw himfelf 
into the arms of Eunones, king of the Adorfi, 
who had joined the Romans againft him ; and 
undertook to make that prince his interceflbr 
with Claudius. 

Without any previous notice he prefented 
himfelf to Eunones, in a condition fuitable to 
his deplorable fituation :' and embracing his 
knees, " You " fee before you, faid he. Mi- ' 
*' thridates, whom the Romans have fo long 
-** fought in vain. Ufe as you think proper 
« the heir of the great Achsmon. That title 
** is the only advantage of which my enemies • 
** have not been able to ftrip me." Euponcs, 
moved at the condition of fo noble a fuppliant, 
ftnd admiring the fortitude he ftill prefcrved in 
the midfl: of his misfortunes, raifed him up 
with affeftion, praifed the confidence he put in 
his generofity, and promifed to ufe his intercft 
with the Roman emperor. And accordingly 
he wrote to Claudius, imploring his cieniency 
in favour of Mithridates, who was ready to 
fubmit to any terms,' dcfiring only his life, and 
to be fparcd the ignominy ot being led in tri- 
umph. 

Claudius was naturally difpofed to be mer- 
ciful to foreign princes. But he was piqued 
againft Mithridates, and remained fome time 
in fufpenfe, whether he Ihould accept his offers, 
and promiie his life, or whether he ihould pur- 
fue him, 'till by force of arms he had made 

> Mithridates, terra mart Achxmenb quod mihi fo- 

que Romanis per coi annos lam holtei non abilulcnint. 

quxficus, fponteadfum. U- Jaf, xii, iS. 
tere ut voles prole magne 

Vol. III. U himfelf 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIc 



«90 HISTORT OF THE EMPERORS. 

hitnfeif maflier of his perfon, then to cake an 
exemplary revenge on him. His council re- 
prefenced the dithculcies attending a war in fo 
wild a country as that about the P^his Meods, 
and the fmall advantages that could polfibly 
accrue from it. . He acquiefccd therefore in 
their fentiments, and anfwered £unoncs» 
*' That Mithridates deferved the moft fcvere 
" punifhments, and that the Romans did noc 
" want power to inflict them on a rebel. Bue 
** that ■ it had always been a maxim ac Rome 
" to treat a fuppliant with as much lenity, as 
** they did their enemies, when armed, wit6 
** feverity and rigour. That as to the tri- 
" umph, that was a thing that implied a vie- 
*' tory over kings and nations who had rcGfted*, 
*' but that a fugitive, who had no place where 
•' to flielcer himfelf, no refource left, was by 
** no means an objedt worthy of it." 

Mithridates was carried to Rome, and when 
he appeared before the emperor ftill retained 
the fame haughtinefs of fpirit. Claudius fpeak- 
ing to him in a menacing tone^ he anfwered, 
*' ] '* was not fent to you, but returned of my 
" own accord. If you doubt it, reftore me 
*' my liberty, and try whether, you can take 
*' me again." He bore his humiliating ftatc 
with an air of intrepidity, and appeared not at 
all difconcerted, when being placed near the tri-, 
bunal for harangues he was ihewn as a fight to 
the mob. This event belongs to the year oi 
Rome 800. 

> Ita majoribus placitom, b Nod fmn fcmifliis ad te, 

quanta pervicacia in hoflem, fed revcrius : fi non credii, 

taota beneficendi advcrfus dimitte & qu»rc. 
liippUccs uKndiun. 

The 
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The death of Agrippa king of ihe Jewj, ^f^^' 
which happened io th? yew of Rome 795, oc- mg Agrippi' 
cafiqned an alteration in the ftate of Judea. ^'"S"*^''" 
Buc before I fpe»k of that, it is proper I Ihould hu death. 
fini(h what remains co be faid of Agrippa, 
. whom I have often had occaOon to mention. 
I have already obfcrved how much he was at- ^'■''■^^j'T 
tached to the religion of his fathers, and how 
fo(}d he was of fliew and magniticence, even 
ta cxcefs. The folJowing is ao inftvice of his 
mildnefs. 

Tho' a ftridt obfcrver of the Jewifh inftitu- 
tions, yet he intermixed with them fome prac- 
tices that favoured of the pagan fuperftition, 
giving fhews and entertainments after the Ro- 
m»a fafhion, and even combats of gladiators. 
The zealous Jews were not fatisfied with his 
manner of devotion, and one of them, called 
Simon, aflembliDg the people at Jerufalem, 
whillt Agrippa was at Cxfarea, launched ouc 
into ifivedives againft that prince, ftrongly in- 
filling he ought to be forbid the entrance of the 
temple. Agrippa being informed of this info- 
lence, lent for Simon, and gave him an au- 
dience in the theatre, making him fit next to 
him : then with great mildnefs and modera- 
tion aflced him, whether any thing he faw 
there was contrary to the law. Simon fear- 
ing, if he perfifted in his fornier opinion, it 
might be attended with bad confequences, or 
perhaps flattered by the diitin6tion the prince 
had fhewn him, begged his pardon, intreating 
his forgivenefs. Agrippa not only pardoned, 
but difmifled him with prefents. 

Agrippa was what we fhouid call a worldly 

nun, who believed in the law of Mofes, but 

U 2 did 
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did not think it incompatible with the gratifi- 
cation of his pleafures and paflions. The light 
of the gofpel which began to fliine very bright 
in his kingdom, did not ftrike his diftempered 
eyes, but on the contrary made him ftill more 
blind. He was the firft prince that perfecutcd - 
the church. It was he that put to death St. 
James brother to St. John, and who, finding 
Atf. Af. cruelty was pleafing to the Jews, imprifoned 
'■ "' St. Peter, with a defign to put him Ukewifc 
to death, had not God delivered him by a mi- 
racle. 
7(,V£. It was not long before Agrippa felt tie 

eflrefts of divine vengeance. At the games ht 
celebrated at Cxfarea in honour of Claudius, 
he made his appearance in a robe of iilvec 
tiffue fo bright, that when the fun (hone upoa 
it the eyes of the fpeftators were quite dazzled : 
and whilft he was fpeaking to the Tyrians and Si- 
donians, who were come to deprecate his wrath 
for fomc offence they had committed, the datter- 
crs about him cried out, his voice was the voice 
of a god, and not of a man. At that infant 
he was ferzcd with a violent pain in his bowels, 
and immediately finding his diftemper mortal, 
he rejected the impious flatteries of his fyco- 
phants: but llill full of falfe ideas of human 
grandeur, tho' death was inevitable, he com- 
forted himfelf with the remembrance of the 
fplendor in which he had lived. After fuffer- 
ing the moft exquifite torment for five days, 
during which no remedy gave him any cafe, 
he died eaten up by worms. 
HUpofte- He left a fon of his name, who was then at 
'j^itfb. Rome with Claudius, feventeen years old ; and 
three daughters, the eldeit of which was Bore- 
nice 
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nice, fo famous for her amours with Titus : the 
other two were called Mariana and ]!}rurilla. 
Claudius would willingly have given young 
Agrippa his father's kingdom. But his free- ■^jf^j*^ 
men and the members of his council repre- the empe- 
fented to him, that an extenfive kingdom was J^'^, 
too great a burden for fo young a prince to 
bear : in confequence of which Judea was an- 
nexed CO the* empire, and an intendanc ap- 
pointed to govern it, in the fame manner 
as had been done cowards the end of Auguf- 
tus's reign, and during Tiberius's. Culpius 
Fadus was the firll; intendanc of Judea after 
Agrippa's death. 

His government was very peaceable, no dif- jcfifb. *«- 
turbances of any confequence happening in it. ''?■ **• ^• 
He punilhedan impollor called Theudas, who 
had drawn a prodigious mob about him, by 
promiJing to conduct them over the river Jor- 
dan dry-footed. They were foon difperfed by 
fome troops Fadus feni, and their ring-leader 
being taken had his head cut off. Falfe pro- 
phets began Co appear in Judea about this time, 
9S Cbrift had foretold they would, and pre- 
pared the ruin and defolation of their nation. 

Tiberius Alexander, an apellate Jew, ne- ?'/**■ "»- 
phew to Philoj fucceeded Fadys. He like- 4V 5.' 
wife kept the country under his direction 

?|uiet and peaceable ; and was particularly care- 
ul to prevent wha,cever 'might tend to difturb 
the public tranquility, " The fons of Judas the m. t. j. 
Galilean, who forty years before had attempted **■ J^' 
to fpirit up the people co rebel againft the Ro- 
mans, followed cheir father's foot-fteps. Ti- 
berius Alexander had them arrefted and cruci- 
fied. 

U 3 "« 
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^""Xw of ^^ **^ fucceeded in the year of Rome 799* 
by VemidiusCumanus, under whom the trou- 
bles began, and from that time Judea enjoyed 

J^™' hardly ahy reft, till the utter deftrufticMi cf 

nent. jj^^j Country. 

^tf/fb. The firft difturbance happened during thft 

feaft of thft paffover, thro' the iofolence of d. 
Roman foldier. The intendant having fent 
for all the troops under his command to be in 
readinefs to appeafc any fedition that might 
happen, ■which he apprehended from the pro- 
digimis number of Jews who came to celebrate 
that fcafl: at Jerufalem, the mutineers were 
ftruck with fuch terror, that they thought of 
nothing but flying away to fave themfehK: 
but as the ftreets and pafiages were narrov, 
and the multitude immenfe, twenty thoufand 
Jews were crufhed to death. 

A fpirit of fedition had ever prevailed a- 
mong the Jews. Some of the moft hot-headed 
of them kiired one of the emperor*3 flaves OH 
the high-way, and robbed him, -Cumahus 
^uniflied the murder with military execution^ 
fending tfoops to plunder and lay Wafte tht 
country wTiere it \vas committed. In theplan- 
der 3 foldier chancing to fifid the booira of 
Mofes, tore them publicJdy to pieces. The 
Jews, inBamed at this iittpiet^, went in a grcit 
body to alk'juftice from the intendant, trtw 
■was then at Ca=farea. He was advifed to quell 
the growing fedition, by drdering the foldiet* 
to be executed : and accordingly the riot fub- 
fided. 

7./<pi. m- xhe old hatred betweeh the Samaritans and 

^'.fc fl.*' Jews gave rife to a third difturbance, ■which 

7uJ.u. II. ^ras very near bringing on a war. The Galf- 

Icans 
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levu had uled to . go thro* Samaria in their 
way to the feafts that were celebrated at Je- 
rufalem. - As they generally marched in com- 
panieSi the Samaritans lay in ambufh for them, 
and a battle enfiied, in which feveral Galileans 
were killed. The chief pet^e of Galilee 
made their complaints to Cumanus, who, 
bribed by the Samaritans, took no notice of 
them. This refufal of jufiice greatly in- 
cenfed the fuffencrs. The whole bwiy of Jews 
efpoufed their quarrel, in a caufe wherein the 
facred millxries of their religion were invaded. 
They ran to arms, notwithftanding the remon- 
ftrances of their elders and the chief magif- 
trates of their nation ; and calling in to their 
aflillance Eleazer, the head of a gang of roh* 
bers, plundered fomc Samaritan towns, put- 
dog aU to fire and fword.' Cumanus aflembled 
his troops, and a battle was fought, in which 
fereral Jews were killed, and as many more 
taken prifoncrs. The alarm reached Jerufalem. 
The chiefs of the city forefceing how great 
the danger was, put on fackcloth and albes, 
and by entreaties, prayers, and remonftrances, 
M laft prevailed on the rebels to lay down their 
arms. £leazer fled to bis ufual places of 
ibelcer, and from that time, Jofephus fays, 
Judea was infefted wiih bands of robbers. 

The war indeed was ended by that means, 
but the quarrel was not yet made up. The 
Samaritans, probably in concert with Cuma- 
nus, laid their grievances before the tribunal 
of Nuroidiua Quadratus governor of Syria, 
who thought proper to go to the fpot, the bet- 
ter to be able to form a judgment of what had 
paft. He found all parties guilty, but treated 
U 4 them 
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them very difFerentiy. The Jews that wtjre' 
taken armed were ordered to be crucified, and 
Ananias the high-prieft, with his fon Ananus, 
who held a conflderable poft, were fent in 
irons to Rome. As to Cumanus and the Sa- 
maritans, he would not take upon him either 
to condemn or acquit them, but ordered them 
to Rome, there to plead their caufc in pcrfon ' 
before the emperor. They were very near 
coming off triumphant, thro' the credit of the 
freemen, whofe interefts they had taken care 
to fecure. But the Jews found a zealous pro- 
teitor in young Agrippa, who follicited A- 
grippina ftrongly in their favour. Whoever 
had Agrippina was lure of Claudius. Three 
of the principal Samaritan chiefs were con- 
demned to death, and Cumanus banilhed. 
dii^Jo*' The judgment I am fpcaking of .could not 
ofRomt. 'be given before the year of Rome 803, and 
'd.ly'.^r,. M.de Tillemont is of opinion, it was in the 
34- fame year that the Jews were driven out of 

Rome by Claudius's command, which feems 
a natural confequence of the troubles that hap- 
pened in Judea. 
WMhT*"" ^^ " highly probable that the Chrifiians, 
chriftian! whom they then confounded with the Jews, 
c™.vM.6 ^^^^'^ the fame fate, and that muft be what 
Suetonius means by this vague and obfcure 
expreflion. *' Claudius » drove the Chriftians 
** out of Rome, becaufe they, urged on by 
** Chreft, were tumultuous." The moft learn- 
ed of the Pagans at that time, and even long 
after, held the Chriftians in too great contempt 
to think of enquiring into their doftrines, or 
■ Judxos impulfore Chrefto tumaluantes Roma expu- 
. . lit. Suit. Qaud. aj. 

informing 
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informing themfelves what they really were. 
The number of Chriftians began however to ^ffff'" 
cncreafe about this time in Rome, for St. Pe- s/, p™-'. 
ter's firft vifit to them was ten years before 
that, in the year of Chrift 4?, and of Kotne 

793- 

In what I have related conpertiing Cumanus Ta.itus'i 
I have followed jQfcphus, w^om we may fup* ^^"."y"/, 
pofe well acquainted with what concerned his pn>c«dingi. 
own nation. Tacitus, Ipeaking of the fame ^j,' '^' 
events, adds circuraftances that cannot be re- 
conciled with what the Jewilb hiftorian fays. 
He tells us that Felix, brother to Pallas^ and 
Jikewife one of Claudius's freeftien, wasintcn- 
d^nt of Samaria at the fame time that Cuma- 
nus had Judea : that in the difference betwcea 
the Samaritans and Jews the two intendants ' . 
were equally guilty of mal-adminiftration and "-'. - ■ 
rapine. That Quadratus, going there to fettle 
peace and quietnefs in the country, and being 
ordered by Claudius to examine into aad judg? 
the conduA of the intendants, did not dare 
venture to fit as judge over Pallas's brother, 
.and that he even made Felix fit down among 
Cumanus's judges : by which means ■ the lat- 
ter only futfered for wh^t both had been equally 
guilty of. . 

It is plainly impoffible to reconcile Tacitus 
with Jofephus in this place : and yet one can- 
pot thinlc fo judicious a writer as Tacitus 
could advance a fad: attended with fo many 
circumftances, without any foundation for it. 
■ There is certainly fome truth in what he fays, 
though it be out of our power to fet it right. 

> Damnatufque Aagitjioruin, qux duo deliqueriiitt, 
Cumaoiis. 

Whac 
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What is evident is, chat Felix was not a bic 
better than Cumanus, and that when he fuc- 
ceeded him as intendant of Judeai, he behaved 
there with the authority of 4 king, and the 
genius of a Aave, and tyrannized over that un- 
happy country to fuch a degree, that the re- 
volt of the Jews, and alt the misfortunes and 
woes that enfued, may in a great meafure be 
imputed CO him. But of that we fhall fpeak 
more fully hereafter. It is time now to return 
TO the Weft, and give the reader an account 
of what Tacitus informs, us was doing on the 
Rhine, the Danube, aad in Britain. 
AiniMtf Or the Rhine, L. Pomponius Secundus, 
£^'^„^„who commanded the legion in Upper Gff- 
CermMybymany, in the year erf Rome 801, beat the Catd, 
T^^iT checltMl their incurfions, and forced them to 
"■• 17- Tue for peace, and Co give him hoftages. What 
adds to the glory <^ Pomponius's victory is, 
that he reftored to freedom, a^er forty years 
femtude, fcHne of th<^e the Germans had 
-made prifoncrs when they defeated Varus. He 
obtatned the ornaments of triumph : a deco- 
ration ^ he did not ftand in need of, lays Ta- 
-Citus,' to make him luiown to polterity, to 
whom the beauties ■c^ his tragic writings were 
a much ftronger recommendation. We havt 
loft thofe tragedies, on which Quintilianfeems 
not to have let fo high a value as Tacitus'; 
-all <= he praifes in the author of them being his 
letraing and elegance ; but does not think him 

> Jtii Ttpwa (ervili inge- c PonpQniiun f«>ciio{I«m 
liis txevcmt. Tac. HiJ}. f\g, fenes paruni tragic um putfi- 

b-Modica part faiux ejus bant, eruditione ac nitorc 
:;q>Bd poAeroi, in qub car* pneftareconJitebuKar. ^i»- 
zainam gloria prxceUiL Tac. til. Infilt, Or. x, t . 

tragic 
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tragic enough. The younger Pliny gives us ^'''- ♦• 
an inftance of the confidence that poet had in, '"* ''* 
and the deference he paid to, the judgment of 
the publick. When his friends criticized any 
thing in his performances^ and he could not ac- 
quiefce in their opinions, he would fay, *' I ap- 
** peal to the • people i" and as he found the 
fpcAitots affe&ed by it, either altered fuch 
paflages, or let them remain. This is the fame 
Pomponius who was kept feven years in prifon 
by Tiberius, and during his captivity anlufed 
himfelf with poetry. 

The peace of the countries bordering on DUbntiuN 
the Danube was interrupted by fome commo- jj^^ 
tions of the neighbouring Barbarians : but the berond the 
Romans interfered no farther in them, than juft ^^^^ . 
to prevent the Same from fpreading to places deihronc4.' 
undef their obedience. J have already faid, ^"; ^ 
that Vannius was appointed by Dnifus fon of 
Tiberius, king of the fugitive Suevi, who fol- 
lowed Marobodu&s and Catualda in their re- 
treat into the Roman territories, and who had ' 
the country between the rivers, we call the 
March and the Waag, beyond the Danube, af- 
ligned them for their habitation. Vannius 
reigned there peaceably upwards of thirty years : 
but at kft a revolution happened, owing either 
to the defpotic pride of the prince, or the reft- 
lefs intradable tempers of his fubjefts. Two 
"of Vannius^s nephews beaded the revolt, and 
were fupportcd by Jubillius, king of the Her- 

• This txprtffim *lhJet la matttrt •where the fartiet 

ihi appeali thai letrt madr ibeughl tbimfilvii inJMftd hj 

t» the jaJpnint 0/ Ibe pnple, the magiftratti. 
iu tit iCfuiiicaii -th/ur, in 

mundurl. 
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munduri *, by the Ligians, and other German 
nations. Vannius implored in vain the affift- 
ance of Claudius, who only offered him an 
afylum in cafe of accidents, but would by no 
means agree to interpofe the Roman arms in a 
quarrel between thofe Barbarians. P. Atte- 
lius Hifter, governor of Pannonia, was indeed 
ordered to encamp a legion along the Danube, 
with a body of militia raifed in the province, 
to Ihelter the conquered, and flop the c<fn~ 
querors, if they attempted to pafs the river. 

Vannius therefore was forced to fuftain the 
war with his own forces, ailifted by the Sar- 
matian -f Jazygi, with whom he ftill was not 
equal in number to the enemy. He endea- 
voured to avoid a battle, by Shutting up \c& 
troops in ftrong places. But the Jazygi, who 
fought only on horfeback, could not bear that 
manner of making war. The two armies en- 
gaged, and tho' Vannius waj worfted, yet he 
gained great honour in that a(5tion by his va- 
liant behaviour. He got on board the Roman 
fleet that covered the Danube i his friends fol- 
lowed, and fettled with him in the lands al- 
loted them in Pannonia. His nephews Van- 
gio and Sidp divided his kingdom, and re- 
mained ■ firmly attached to the Romans. But 
they did not preferve the love of their fubjefts ; 
whether it "was ttiro' any fault of theirs, or 
that it was owing to the common fate of all 

-. " Tie Btr^finduri thha- » Egregik advcrsils no» 

bitid bitiwun the Danuht and iide fubjeftij, faone an fer- 

tbc Sala: the ■higiaas («■ vitii ingenio, dum a.ilipifce- 

luardt the Vi/lula. rencur dominitiones, nuliti 

■f- The J at.ygi here Jfaken caritate, etmajore odio poft- 

ofli'uedQn the hurderi eflbe jqui,m adepti funt. 7«c. 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary governments, as much as they were 
beloved whilft they were endeavouring to efta- 
blifh themfelves, fo much were they hated and 
detefted when their dominion had once taken 
root. 

Britain was the place where the Romans oiioriui'» 
performed the greateft exploits under Clau- g'^^i"'" 
dius*s empire. I have already related how a t<k. aim. 
part of that illand was conquered by the em- "'■ '*■ 
peror, or rather by his lieutenant A. Plautius. 
Plautius was fucceeded in the year of Rome 
798, by Oftorius Scapula, who not only kept, 
but added to his predeceflbrs conquells. Soon 
after his arrival he was fuddcnly attacked by 
a violent irruption of the Britains bordering 
on the Roman province, who chofe to make 
a ftrong pufh juft at that time, when a new 
genera), with an army he was not yet acquainted 
with, (hould have the enemy and the rigours 
of winter, ibr it was in that leafon, to oppofe 
at once. Oftorius, * fenlible how much a 
general's reputation depends on his firft fuccefs, 
and of what inBnice confequence it is in war, 
immediately marched out to meet the Barba- 
rians, cut to pieces thofe that reflfted, dif- 
perfcd the reft, and purfucd them to prevent 
their joining again : and in order to fecure a 
lafting peace, he fet about difarming thole he 
had any reafon to fufpc^, and • guarded the 

» Gnanjsprimisevemibus Nen or Nyne, runs lo^ardi 
IDCtmn aut bduciun gigni. tin eaft ; the other, <whieb ii 

" lacilu) ii oifiure, and /irAutonamiDor.itcwAvoo, 
ferhafi faulty in tbsi place, runt luefi'uiard, and falls into 
I fellona Camden^s oflnlon, thi Sci/ern,fi that ta ge fram 
iwho oh/irves that fwo rivers the north rt thtfiuth of Bri- 
farm a natural harrier fram tain, oni »f thafe fwo ri-utri 
•uieft to laft i the cnefurmer/y mufi nicejjarily he erejjed. 



called Aufoiu major, nevi 



palTages 



3,„i,i=dbvGoogIc 



joa 



HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 
paHages of the Nyne and Severn, fa that all 
communication was cut oiF between the people 
north of thofe two hrers, and the Romae 
province. 

The Icenians, who inhabited the parts now 
called Norfolk, SuSblk, Cambridge and Hun- 
tingdoafhires, refufed to fubnnic to theie laws, 
and to give up their arms. Thoir refufal was 
juft ai^ legal, bccaufe they bad eiKered voiun- 
carily into the Roman alliance, without being 
conquered <x. forced to it. Ti^e Icenians were 
joined by other nations, and fdl together farm- 
cd a confiderable army, and entrenched them- 
fclves advantageoufly. Oftorius gave than 
battle, and notwichftanding the diiadvaou^ 
ctf g^oundt atul the brave refiftance of the ene- 
my, he gained a complete vidtory- His foe 
merited the honour of the Civic crown in this 
action. The defeat of the Icenians ftruck a 
damp on others, who hitherto balanced be- 
tween peace and war, and kept them wicton 
bounds. 

Oftorius penetrated after that pretty far into 
the tOand. He entered the territories of the 
Cangi, who lived in the north part of Wales •, 
and was not far from the Irifli fca, when the 
motions of the Briganii * brought him back 
nearer the middle of the ifland. For he ' was 
firmly refolved not to attempt any new con- 
quers, 'till he had well fecured thofe already 
made. The Briganti were foon paciHed. But 
the Silures f gave him full employ : chey were 

* Thy ptcHfitJ the viheU nova moliretur, mfi priori' 

IrtaJtb af tbi ifianJ, fmm bus finnati), 
tbt EJn in CuKbiriaad rt f Tbi Sibiru ikoilt ii- 

ibt Hnmbir, t^ttn iht Smtra aad tbi Li/t 

« OefiiiiatioiiUcertuin,iu /ea^ 

a ftub- 
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a fiubborn haughty nuion> not to be tamed 
by rigour or clemency, but defended their li- 
berty with an invincible obftinacy. Oftorius, 
before he marched againft them, lettled a co- 
lony of TCterans at Camolodunum, in the 
coantry of the Trinobanti, which his prede- 
ceflbr had fubdued. That was a means ■ to 
ke^ thofe parts in awe, a refource ^ainll 
rebelHons, and might be confidered as a cen- - 
ter from whence the Roman manners and 
cuftoms might fpread, and be communicated 
to pei^e but newly fubdued. Securing the 
countries he left behind -him by means of this 
colony, Oftorius advanced ^ainft the Silures, 
who waited firmly his coming. 

They were full of confidence in their own 
ftrength, and befides that depended greatly 
on CaraftactJi, who, ever fince Plautius's firft 
landing in Britain, had defended his country's 
libeny with various fuccefs, but fiill with a 
courage and refolution that had never drooped, 
by which he had acquired the reputation of 
being the greateft warrior in the ifle. Carac- 
cacus had joined them, and report had given 
- them fiill more allies, lb that their army was 
very numerous. Nor were they icfs rarmi- 
dable for the ardour and courage that Tparkled 
in every foldier*5 eyes, to that degree, that 
the Roman general was aftonifhed, and could 
not without fome difficulty be induced to give 
them battle. His troops were forced to infift 
loudly, crying out, they were fure of vidory, 
which Oftorius took for a happy prelage. 

> Sub&ltnm adnnito rebellis, et imbueiulu ibciis ad 
offieia legnm. 

Nor 
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Nor was he deceived in his expe&ation. 
The Roman army furmoimted every difficuky, 
croflcd a river, forced a retrenchment of the 
enemy's, badly, tho' llrongly made, and pof- 
feffed themfelves of the high grounds where 
their advcrfaries had pofted themfelves. The 
SilMres were entirely defeated ; and the wife, 
daughter and brothers of Carai^acus made 
prifoners. Himfclf was obliged to fly to the 
dominions of Cartifmandua queen of the Bri- 
ganti. But the ' unfortunate find few faitWul 
triends. Cartifmandua, who had promifed 
him fafety, had him arrefted and gave him up 
to the Romans, the ninth year after the be- 
ginning of the war, which was in the year ai 
Rome 862. 

The glory of his name had fpread beyond 
tbe ifie , it had reached Italy and Rome itfelf. 
Every, one longed to fee the man who had fo. 
many years bid defiance to the utmoft efforts 
of the Roman power : and Claudius ftill added 
to his reputation, by endeavouring to add to 
the merits of his viftory. For he wanted to 
triumph as it were over Caradacus. The 
people were invited as to a moft magnificent 
fight. The Prastorian cohorts under arms were 
ranked along the plain before their camp. 
Then appeared a long train of vaflals and de- 
pendants of the captive king. The gorgets 
and other military ornaments, and all the fpoils 
Caraftacus had gained in his wars with various 
people of Britain, were borne in triumph. 
Next' came his brothers, wife and daughter. 
Laft of all himfelf appeared with a majeftic 

a Ut feime intuta fant adverfa. 
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air and undaunted countenance. The rell 
humbled themfelves before the emperor, and 
with tears implored his mercy : but Caraftacus 
behaved and fpoke like a hero. 

'* Had I • but known, faid he, how to pre- 
** ferve as much moderation in my profpe- 
** perity, as my fortune has been great and , 
" fplendid, I might have come to this city as 
** a friend to the Romans rather than as their 
" captive; nor would you have difdained" the 
" alliance of a prince defcended from an an- 
** cient race of kings, and himfclf king over 
*' feveral nations. My prefent fate is as glo- 
" rious to you, as it is melancholy to ipc. 
*• I had horfes, arms, riches and fubjedts. Can 
" you wonder that I was unwilling to. lofc 
** them ? tho' you would rule over every nar 
' *• tion of the earth, docs it thence follow that 
** all ought to fubmit to fervitude ? "had I 
** yielded without refiftance, neither my fate . 
** nor.your honour would have been fo glo- 
*' rious as they now are : even now my death 
" would foon be forgotten : whereas, if you 
*' fpare my life, my name will be an eternal 
" monument of your clemency." 

> Si quanta nobilftu^ ros, arma, opes. Quid mi- 

foitona miiii fun, lanca re- rum, fi ]i£C invitus ainiii I 

rum profperarum modera- Num, fi vos omnibus impe- 

tio iuiffec, amicus porius rarevulcis.lequitar utomnes 

in hanc tirbem, quSm cap- fervitutem accipiant f fi fta- . 

ni3 venillem : neque dedig- dm deditus craderer, neque 

natus cITm' daria majoribus mca fort una neqoe tuaglo' 

orium.pluribusg'ntibus im- lia inclaruiiTet : et fuppti- 

perantem, faedere pads ac- cium mei oblivio fequttur, 

ciperC. Prxfens fors mea, nt Ai fi incolumem fervaveris, 

mibi' inforinis, (ic tibi mag- seternum exemplar clcmen- 

nifica ell. Habui equoi, vi- tic ero. 

Vol. III. X With 
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With the ancients the conqiiered were always 
guilty, and to fpare their lives was an a£t of 
generofiiy. Claudius pardcHied Caraftacus and 
his family. Their chains were taken off, and 
they paid Agrippina, who was feated under a 
canopy pretty near the emperor's tribunal, the 
fame homage they had done to Claudius. It 
was quite a novelty to the Romans to fee a 
woman at the head of the troops, Hianng the 
honours of military command. Agrippina 
did not in the leaft fcruple to look upon her- 
felf as co-partner in an empire her anceftoi^ 
had formed. 

The fenate being afterwards affembled, each 

ftrove who fiiouIamoK extol a viiftory that 

equalled, faid they, the glory of Scipio's over 

Syphax,' of Paulus Emilius's over Perfeus, 

and c^ the greateft generals who had Jbewn 

the Roman people kings conquered and loaded 

with chains. Thus much is very certain, that 

Carat^cus was a prince highly eftimable for 

Zhot. his courage and noblenefs of foul. Vifiting 

Rome, he was Aruck with admiruion at the 

fight of the magnificent palaces with which 

that capital of the univerfe was filled. *' What, 

*' faid he to the Romans thatwere with hitq, 

*' can you who have fuch fine places of your 

" own, covet the huts of the Britons !" 

^'^"the '^^^ ornaments of triumph had been decreed 

WW. Oftorius for bis vidory over Cara£lacusi but 

the event was not anfwerable to his firft great 

Dwth of fuccefs. Whether it be that Oftorious grew 

**^^"'- lefs aftive and vigilant, thinking his work 

quite done when he had taken Carat^acus i or 

that the misfortune of that great prince had 

kindled a dcfu-e oF- revenge in the hearts of 

the 
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iH? Britons, the war was continued with more 
heat and obftinacy than ever. The Silurcs 
were remarkably ftubborn, and an expreffion 
the Roman general chanced to drop, animated 
them ftill more. They were informed Ofto- 
riua had faid, that as the Sicambri had been 
deflroyed, and the remains of them tranfporced 
into Gaul, fo, no peace was to be expected in 
Britain till the Silures fhould be totally extir- 
pated. Finding therefore they had no favour 
to expefl, the Silures grew defperately coura- 
geous and bold, gained feveral advantages over 
the Romans, and dividing the fpoils with their 
neighbouring nations, engaged them likewife 
in the defence of their common Kberty. Ofto- 
rious coek it fa much to heart, to fee a war 
' he thought ended, break out again, that grief 
and vexaticut brought on a diftemper of which 
he died. TheBarbarians triumphed at it, as 
having conquered a general, who, tho* indeed 
he was not killed in battle, yet wat had been 
the caufe of his death. 

Tacitus in his life of Agricola, tcUj us that '«■ -4^ 
Oftorius made an alHance'wirh a Britifli king '** 
called Cog^danus, and that he encreafed that 
prince's dominions, giving htm feveral towns ; 
an ■ old policy among the Romans, who made 
kings themfelvea fubfervient to' their views of 
eftabhflung their fuperiority ovcr-othcrs. Co- 
g^dunus ever remained ftedfaHly attached to 
ihem. 

Didius fucceeded Oftorius. But the Romans Didim r^c 
were again wotfted in the interval between ™t''i^D?i» 
his predeceflbr*5 death and his arrival. The •"> e«m «- 

■ VctcK sc jampridein fvemdine, qt habcret iaSni- 
jccepd popttli Rtfnuu con- menu fcTvitutis et Regei. 
X 3 Silures 
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Silurcs defeated a legion commanded by Man- 
Tic. *nm. jiyj ValcBs. Didius and the Britons concurred 
*"■ *°" equally to make the defeat be thought greater 
than it really was : the Britons, with a view 
to intimidate the new general if they could % 
and Didius, that he might have an excufc 
ready> in cafe he fhould not fucceed ; and that 
it might add to his reputation, if at lalt he 
did conquer thofe haughty enemies. Didius 
performed no great exploits. Ail he did was 
to check the incurCons of .the Silures, who 
feemed to have fecured the pofleiTion of their 
liberty. 
&'h's'' ^* could not avoid taking part in a civil 
45- '"" war that broke out among the Briganti. Car^ 
tifmandui *.y queen of that nation, having 
merited the protedlion of theRomans, by the 
fervice Ihe h^d done them in giving up Caracr 
tacus, grew confiderably more powerful than 
Ihe had bcenbefore. She confequently grew 
richer ; and. riches of courfe produced luxury 
and a depravity of morals. Venufius was her 
- hufband, and was thought the beft warrior 
the Britons had. next to Cara^acus. DefpiJing 
him, ftie preferred his equerry Vellocatus. 
Thence arofc two parties. /Venufius, backed 
by the bulk pr the nation, maintained his .right 
to the throne i and Carcifmandua finding fhc 
muft be overpowered, had recourfetothe Rot 

• lanite hiri, ai M. dt fiui. fh circumftaaea pLin- 

Tmimiml hai dam, the twt lydtnottlbe/ame/aStthe' tlje 

SffereM pajfsgcs,' nt af the dates bt mt thi fame. In 

tv/tiflh itei af Ihe amnali, this cmtrarietj I ieef to tht 

the other ^ the third of the amaii luhith tutri Tacilui'i 

hiflory,tijhereiB7ac!lusjptaii left 'werk. 
«f Carli/maniia and f'cnu- 

- mans.' 



U.,:,,l,;.d ..Google 



C L A U D I U S. B O O K I5t. 30J 

mans. Didius thought himfelf obliged to if- 
poufe her caufe, and in faft delivered her 
from the danger ihe was in. But Venufius 
had the kingdom 'j and the Romans the war " 
to carry on. 

This is pretty nearly all that Didius at- 
chieved in Britain.- He was olds his ambi- 
tion was fatisfied with the honours he had be- 
fore acquired. He therefore reniained quiet, 
and let the Britons govern themfelves as they 
thought proper; only taking fomc little towns,' 
to be able to fay he had extended the Bounda- 
ries of his province. The fcquel of the Ro '''"■'4" 
man wars in Britain belongs to Nero's reign. '*' 



SECT. III. 

Afftdr of Furius Scrihonianusy and his mother 
Juma. l^w againfi women who Jhould frofii- 
tute themfelves tojlaves. AbjeSf flattery of the 
fenate towards Pallas. Reprefentation of a 
tiaval fight on the lake Fucinus. Defers of the 
v?orks intended to drain that lake. Nero's mar- 
riage with Oiiavia. He pleads feveral rtmark- 
abk caufes before the emperor. Jgrippina' 
caufes Statilius Taurus to be auufed : he kills 
inmfelf. Judiciary power granted the empe- 
ror*s intendants. Favours granted the peopjt 
of the ifle ofCos^ and the Byzantins. Memo- 
rakleinjiance of a dreadful death. Claudius 
begins to fufpeSt Agrippna. She kills Demi- 
tia. Narcijfus thinks of oppofing Agrippina^ 
hut mfcarries. Claudius dies poifoned by A- 
X 3 , £rippiiia. 
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grippina. Infiancei of ClauJius's imbecility. 
His cruelly. 

THE reader muft have obfcrved, how 
<ilifFerent the Romans were grown from 
what they had formerljf l^en with regard to 
their foreign wars : and yet, that was their moft 
• ihining part, during the times of which I am 
writing their hiftory. They kept up, tbo* 
feeblyt feme part at leafl: of the glory of thur 
snceftors : but within themfetves, in all that 
was tranfa^ted in Rome, they were totally de- 
generate. We find nothing but cruelty aad 
tyraniiy in thofe who were poITefled of power, 
and the moft abjcdl flavery in thofe that obeyed 
them. My readers muft expeS: to find little 
elfe in what remains for me to relate, refuming 
the aftairs of Rome with the Confullhip of 
Fauftus Sylla and Salvius Otho, one of whom 
was Ibn-in-law to Claudius, having married 
Antonia after the violent death of Pompeius 
Magnus, Hrft hulband to that princefs, and 
the other feems to have been elder brother to 
the emperor Otho. 

A.R.803; Cornelius Svlla Faustu!. 
A. c.ji. L. Salvius Otho TiTiAWus. 

A&ir of Under thefe Confuls, Furius Scribonianus, 

s^'^'oia- ^on of Camitlus Scribonianus, who fereral 

^«^wd hi. years before attempted a revolt againft Clau- 

gia, dius in Dalmatia, was accufed of having coo- 

fulced aftrologers concerning the prince's death, 

Tm! 1Z' ^""^ accordingly was baniflwd. Claudius thought 

he did him a favour, and prided himfelf greatly 

on that his fccond inftancc of gcneroftty to- 

wardg 
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wards the heir of a family at enmity 'with A.R.S03. 
him. Furius did not long enjoy the pre-^'^'"* 
tended favour : death, either natural or caufed 
by poifbn, foon coded his banilhment and life. 
His mother Junia was at the fame tithe ac- 
cufed of the fame crime. Formerly banithed 
as an accomplice with her hufband, it was 
thought her Impatience to fee an end of the 
bardfhips ihe had fuffered feveral years, in- 
duced her to join her Jbn. Tacitus does not 
fay what puniflimcnt Hie met with : probably 
flie was left in her exile. The old laws to 
drive all allrologers out of Italy were revived 
on this occa&on * and the feaate made a very 
feverc decree agunft them, but to 00 purpofe. 

Another diforder engrolTed the fenate's at< law ■pinii 
tention. A law was pad inflifting very fevere ^^"^ 
penalties on all women who Ihould proftitutc t^tuuiKm- 
themfelves to flaves. That was mewing a '^llfj^' 
Bi<:A laudable zeal and care to prefcrve good 
morals. But the conlequence of that decree 
reflected inSnite diOionour on the illuftrious 
body by whom it was made. 

Claudius telling the fenators that Pallas was Ab;ea fut- 
Ihc i»an who firft put him on reforming fo f^^,ft^ 
fcandalous an abufe, their fervile adulation wards Pai. 
was proftituted beyond all bounds. The or- J^* ^ 
namcnts of Pnetor were decreed Pallas, and m. 53.' 
the emperor was deficed to oblige him to wear f'";/f' "'' 
a gold ring -, for, * fays the younger Pliny 
with a fcomtul irony, it would have been a 
reflexion on the fenate to fee a man, who 
ranked as ancient Prxtor, with an iron ring 
on his linger. In Ihort, a gratification uf 
■ Erat enim contra majelUtem fenat&s, fi fcrreis (annv- 
lis) Pietoriin utereiur. 

X 4 fifteen 
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A.R. 803. fifteeen * millions of fefterces was likewife dc- 
A. C. i;. creed him ; and he who firft propofed thefe 
low, thefe abjeft flatteries, was a I'enator whofe 
morals and gravity are praifed in hiftory, 
Barea Soranus, at that time Conful elet^, and 
who afterwards fell a viftim to Nero's cruelty. 
Even a Scipio did not blufh to lay he thought 
Pallas intitled to the thanks of" the whole 
body, for ,that he, being defcendcd from the 
ancient kings of Arcadia, was pteafed for the 
publick good, to forget the prerogatives of fo 
ancient a nobility, and was content to be con- 
fidered only as one of the prince's minifters. 

That was not all. Pallas affeifting a pre- 
tended modefty, which Pliny juftly terms aa 
infolent arrogance », was fatisfied with the ho- 
nour, but refufed the money ; and protefted 
by the mouth of Claudius, his interpreter, he 
was refolved to remain in his , prcfent ftate of 
poverty. Flattery had here an ample field to 
difplay itfelf. A decree was drawn up reciting 
the whole affair. As Pliny has prcfcrved it, 
the reader may perhaps not be difpleafed to 
fee it. 

It was there faid, *• That ^ the fcnate, in 

** the name of Pallas, returned Csefar thanks 

*' for 

* One buntlred and ttainty iboa/and paands. 

a Arroganti^s fedl, quam pane obligatos fatentur, fin- 
fi accepilJec. gularis fidei, finguJaris io- 

l> Paltaods nomine Tena- duftrix fru^um meridffimd 
tusgratias agic Cxfari, quod ferat. . . . Quum fenatui po- 
et ipfe cum Aimma hanore puloque Romano liberalica- 
mentioiiem ejus proiecutus Cis graiior reprerentari nulla 
eHet, et fecaiui facuJtacem materia poilet, quam fi ab- 
feciilct teftindi erga eum flinentiffimi fideliffimique 
benevolentiam fuam, ut PaU cuftodis principalium opum 
lai, cui fe omnes pro virili facilitates adjuvare cood- 
giflct. 
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** for the honourable mention he had been A.R.Soj. 

" pleafed to make of his fervices, in a fpecch '*• ^- s*. 

" addrefied to that body, by which he had af- 

" forded the fenatc an opportunity of teftify- 

" ing their good will towards him, to the end 

** that Pallas, to whom all in general, and 

" every one in particular, thought themfelvcs 

" greatly obliged, might reap the juft rewards 

** of his extraordinary fidelity, and indefati- 

" gable labours. Adding, that as the fenatp 

** and Roman people could never have a finer 

*' opportunity of inewing their gcnerofity and 

*• liberality, than by adding to the fortune of 

*' him who kept the prince's treafures with 

" the utmoft integrity and fidelity, the fenatc . 

** had been defirous to decree him a gratifica- 

•' tion of fifteen tiiillions of fefterccs ; and that 

giRec, voloifle qnidem fena- repugflare, in tiac quoque 

(um cenlere dandum ex sra- re oblequi. . . . Udqaerquum 

rio feftertiani centies quio- fit utile, pntici|)is beoigni- 

quagies ; et quanto ab ejuf- tactm protnptiffitnam adlaiu 

mooi cupidicatjbui remotior des !c prxmia merentium, 

ejus animus eflet, lanto im- illuftrari abique et maxim^ , 

penfius pecere a publico pa- iis locis quibas incitari ad 

rente, ut cum compelleret imiiaciouem pnepofiti rerum 

ad cedendum fenatui. Sed ejus cune poflcDt, et Pallaii' 

qoum princeps optinius pa- tis fpeflatiflima fides atque 

renfque publicus, rogatua a innoccntia exempio provo- 

Pallantc, earn partem fen- care ftudium Cam honeAa: 

tentixquscpertinebataddaD- xmulationis poOet, ea qua 

dumeiexEErariocentiesquin- quarto Kal.Febr.quxprox- 

quagies Cefteitium, rcmini ime fuiHenc, in ampliflimo 

voluifTec, teilari fenatum, fe ordine optimus princeps re- 

libenter acmerito haticfum- citalTet, fenatufque confutts 

roan) inter reliquos honores, de his rebus fafta in-xs in- 

obfidemdiligentiamquePal- cidereotur, idque xs figere- 

]anti9, decemere capiiTe; vd- tur ad ftatuam loricacam divi 

luntati Camen principis fui, Julii. P/in. 



C)ii ift nulla re fas putaret 



the 
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A.R.8o3<" the morie the minifter's foul feemed raifed 
A. C. 52. «* above all defire of riches, the more they had 
** thought it incumbent on them to intreat 
** their common father to oblige Pallas Co 
*' yield to the fenate's wilh. But that the be(t 
" of princes, and true father of his country, 
*', inuAing, at the requeft of Pallas, that the arti- 
** cle of the decree relating to the gift of Efteea 
"* millions of feflerces. might be firuck out. 
** the fenate declared it was with great wU- 
*' lingnefs, aod for very juft reafons, they had 
'* decreed thatfumtoPallas,togethcrwichfuch 
*< other honours as were due to ms zeal andfide- 
•' lity : but that they fubmitted neverthelefi to 
" the princess will, which they thought it not 
■' lawful for them to refift." This heap t£ 
faliity and flattery was concluded with an ex- 
preffion that crowned the whole. ** And as 
'** it is highly proper, faid they, that the good- 
" nefs of a prince, ever ready to heftow re- 
*' wards and prajfes on fuch as deferve them, 
** ftiDuld be made known to all, and more 
•* efpecially to tbofe who have the admini- 
*' ftration of his treafures in their hands, and 
*' in whom the approved fidelity of Pailas, 
** and his dirmtcreftcdnefs, ought to excite a 
** laudable emulation, the fenate ordains, that 
" the fpcecb made by the emperor on the 29th 
*' of jMiuary to that body, and the refo-. 
** lurions odcen in confequence thereof, be 
*' graved on a plate of brafo, to be expofed 
" to public view, and fixed up on the ftatue 
** of Julius Cxfar." 

This decree was put in execution ; and a 

refolution of the leoate was publifhed in 

Rome 
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Rome ', by which a freeman poffeifcd of three A.R,8oj.- 
hundred * millions of fefterces was praifed fpr A- C. 5*. 
his difinca'eftednefs, and propofed as an ex- 
ample of the ancient love of poverty, Pallas PUn. ^. 
himfelftook care 10 tranfmit to pofterity the ""•'•'*• 
Memory of zx\ honour fo juftly deferved, cauf- 
iog the foUowing infcription to be put on his 
tomb : *' Hext lies '' Fallas> to whom as a 
•* reward for his fidelity to his mailers, the 
'* fenate decreed the wnamentB of Prxtor, 
** and a gratification of fifteen millions of &f- 
** terces, iKit he was content with the honour." 

PJiny makes abundance of reflexions on 
this occaGon : I Ihall mendon but two of them. 
•* What could induce the lenators, fays he, 
** to behave in fo ftrange a manner, Ihie am- 
** .l»Cion and a deHre to advance themfelves ? 
" and is it polfible <= there could be a man fo 
*' vile, fo loft to all fenfe of ihame, as to want, 
•* at the expence of his own honour and the 
*' honour of the republic, to be promoted in 
*' a city where, the greateft, the higheft rank . 
** a citizen could afpifc to, was, to be the firft 
• in the fenate thatpraifedPalias ?" ' 

Pallas's epitaph was what firft gave Pliny a 
curiofity to examine into this affair, and fet him 

■ Finns ell are pnblioo qoinqna^es : cujui honon 

tcnatus confoUnm, quo U- contcntiu fuit. Plin. 
bcRmni feftenii ter millies e Sed quia adeo demnu, 

pofleflbi uttiquse parfimo* nt aut per fuum, ant per 

tax Uiilabas cmnulabatur. publicum dedecus, proce- 

7oc. dcre vellet in ea civitate, in 

b Huic fcnatns, ob fidem qua hie cflet ufos potentiiE- 

pietatmaque erga pairoQOi, mx lUgnitatis, m primtu in 

ornamcDta prztoria decre- fenatu laudare Pallanten 

Tit, et feftcrduin centies poflet. Piin. ip. 6. /, vitt, 

* T-wt Miliitnt/Qur bunirei tbwfani ftuait. 

Upon 
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A.R. 803 upon fearching for the rcfolutions and decree 

■*- *-'■ S*- of the fcnale. Speaking of the epitaph, he 

fays, " I » never was an admirer of honour* 

" that are more frequently the gift of fortune ■ 

" than the efFeft of merit. But cfpecially 

" the infcription I have juft been reading, tho- 

" roughly convinces me how vain and def- 

" picablc they are when offered to the moft 

** worthlefs OT men; to a mifcreant wretch 

** who had the infolence to accept fome and 

" refu/e others, that he might have an oppor- 

*' tunity of fetting himfelf up for an example 

" of moderation to poftcrity." 

Rtimrfnti. It was now twelve years- fmce they had been 

lTn°ght"^" conftantly at work by Claudius's order, to 

on ihe like make a drain to empty the Lake Fucinus *. 

'"ljT^/ To that end a mountain had been dug thro*, 

01..M. between that Lake and the Liris f. Claudius 

r.v/,*«. ' thought the wort finifhed ihb year, and in 

'Jit. an^ order to draw tt^ether as many witnefles and 

jj!' ^ admirers as he could of his great and won- 

!-:.a. OanJ. derful labours, he rcfolved to exhibit a reprc- 

i>h. I. Ljc. .fentation of a fea-fight on that fame lake; 

Auguitus had formerly given the people a 

diverfion of that kind in a bafon dug on pur- 

pofe near the Tiber j but he had made ufe 

only of fmall veflcls, and but few. Claudius 

fitted out gallies * with three and four rows 

0* 

a Equidem nnnquam fum denique ille furcifer tc red- 

miratus qu<e ffepiua a fortU; pere aufus eft & recnfare, 

naquam a judicio profice- atqueetiam, lUmodcracionu 

Tcntur. Maxime tamen hie exenplum, polleris prodere. 

me ticuliu adtnonuit, quam PJin. tp. z^. /. vii. 

eiicnc mimica ec inepta qux * Autbart art not agrttd, 

incerduin in hoc ccenum, in hina maaj/ galliti inert im- 

hai foides at^icercntur, qiue fleyed en tbit tccafim : faa- 
tut 
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of oats, on board of which were nineteen A-R. 805. 
thoufand fighting men ; all convifts under ^' ^* ^^" 
feritence of death : which to me appears very 
extraordinary) unlefs it be fuppofed that for : ^ 
ieveral years paft they had been colleding 
them from every province of the empire ; and 
even then we muft imagine moft of them con- 
demned for flight caufes. How perverfe foever 
human nature may be, yet it cannot be eafy 
to colle£l nineteen , thoufand criminals upon 
■whom the law has juftly paflcd fentence of 
death. However that may have been, they 
were divided into two fquadrons ; one was 
Called the Sicilian, the other the Khodian. 

The fides of the Lake were lined with boats 
and fmall veflels to prevent the combatants 
running away ; leaving them however room 
enough to 6ght, tack about, and perform all 
their operations. On board thole leOer barks 
or kind of guardfliips, were put the Frxcorian 
cohorts, divided into companies, and fheltered 
with llrong nettings, matrafles, and other in- 
ventions to preferve them. from being hurt. 

The borders of the lake, and the hills and 
mountains round it, naturally forming a kind 
of amphitheatre, were covered with an inBnite 
number of fpeftators from the neighbouring 
towns and cities as well as from Rome, led 
thither, fome by mere curiofity, and others to 
pay their court to the emperor. 



imher, Dien only olftrve, that if ihire 

Caffius fays a huniiid, and nuert nimttcn thoujeid fght- 

SuctoBtai enljfaur aBitiiiiBly. lag tain, as Tadtusfayi tbire 

IJhatl Ittfoe tthtrt to detir- •uicrt, twiBly four gallit) 

mai tbit f«i«t f an4 Jbali «tul4 hardly lantain thim. 

Claudius 
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A.R.ge3. Claudius, haring Nero with him, prcfided 
■*• C. («. over the iight, drcfled in a magnificent fuit of 
armour, and at a little dillance was Agrippina 
MkHuit Jikewife in the drefs of a warrior ; the fluff 
^ was a tiflbe of gold, unmixed with any other 

material. 

The fignal for battle was ^ven by a filver 
triton, which, by the help of a machine, riling 
at once up in the middle of the lake, founded 
a trumpet. At that very inftant an accident 
happened that was near difturbing the whole 
diverfion. The poor wretches that were to 
fight, addrcffing themfelves to the emperor, 
Cried out, *' We falute you, mighty eoiperor, 
•* we falute you now we are going to die." 
Claudius returning thdr falute out of halx- 
Cude, and vnthout thinking what he wac doing, 
they interpreted that lign of bounty from him 
literally, and thinking they had received their 
pardon from the emperOT's own mouth, would 
not fight. Claudius greatly enraged, doubted, 
fome time whether he fhould dem-oy them all 
by fire and fword : at lafl: defcending from 
his throne, and reeling about the lake with Ais 
indecent and ludicrous gait, he prcrailed on 
them, partly by threats, and partly by intrea- 
ties, to do their duty. 

Tho' criminals, and abfolutely forced to 
fight, yet they behaved like brave men, and 
after much bloodfhed were parted, and excufed 
from killing one another any longer. 
- DcfcSt of The fight being over, the pallage was open- 
^^^^'j^ ed through which the waters of the lake were 
drain ihic to run otF. The defeat of the work then ap- 
"•■^ peared, the water ftandiog ftill inftead of run- 
ning, for want of a fufficicnt declivity. 

Digging 
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I^g^ng the canal deeper was thought A.R.go3. 
would remedy that fault : and that this new A. C. ji. 
experiment might not want fpeftators, the 
people were drawn thither by combats of gla- 
diators, who were to fight on bridges ereded 
on purpofe. The fecond trial fucceeded ftill 
worfe than the firft. A fpacious room was 
built, and a fine banquet prepared, exaAly over 
the fpot where the water was to be let out. 
The moment a paflage was opened, it ran 
with fuch violence, that part of the building 
was inftantly carried away, and the reft greatly 
fliattered. We are not told whether any pe- 
rifhed by that accident : but Claudius was ter- sm. Oaa. 
ribiy frightned, and Agrippipa took that op- im- 
portunity to irritate him againfl: Narciflus, who 
had been the chief manager, and direftor of 
the canal, accufing him of having fparcd the 
necellkry expences out of covetoufnefst and 
to put into his own pocket a great part of the 
money allotted for that work. There might 0i-<>.^.r^ 
be fome truth in what Ibe faid. But in return, '^■ 
Narciflus, as juftly and as boldly, upbraided 
her with her ambitious viewsj and lawlefs 
Ichemes of rule. 

D. JUHIUS SiLANUS. A.R.804. 

Q^ Haterius Ahtoninvs. A. €.53. 

The firlt event Tacitus mentions in the year Ntm'tmiT- 
in which D. Junius and Q^ Haterius were qJ^,^"* 
Confuls, is Nero's marri^e with Oftavia, tw""'. 
who had long been betrothed to him. As ™' /'- 
he had been adopted by Claudius, that he might 
not Teem to marry his filler, th& princefs was 
firft pafled into another family by adoption. 

Nero 
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A.R.804. Nero, fon of the cmprcfs, adopted fon to 
A-C. ^3. the emperor, and his fon-in-law, was» bythefe 
ikntTn- accumulated titles, vifibly deffined to fucceed 
""''""« him in the empire". Agrippina, to afford him an 
f^nVhcIm- opportunity of acquiring fame, and difplaying 
^""v^ his talents and turn for eloquence, would have 
him plead before the emperor for the people of 
Ilion, who were foliciting a total exemption 
from all tributes and public taxations. He 
pleaded their caufe in Greek with great fuc- 
cefs, being then but in his fixteemh year. He 
called to mind the old tradition of Ilion's be- 
ing the mother of Rome, and Eneas the firfl: 
author of the Roman progeny, and of the Ju- 
lian family. Thefe fables pteafed the Romans, ' 
by afcribing to them an illuftrious origin, and 
the rank or the orator who told them Hill en- 
hanced their merit. Nero's clients obtained 
their requeft, "whether it was a confirmation 
of, or an addition to the privileges' the Romans 
had always favoured them with ever fince An- 
tiochus's war. 

Nor was this the only thing of that kind in 
which young Nero diftinguillied himfelf. He 
pleaded likewife for the people of Bologna in 
Italy, whofe city had fuffered greatly by 6re, 
• 80,000/. and for whom he obtained a gift of ten " mil- 
lions of fefterces : for the Rhodians, wVio by 
his means had their liberty rettored, which, as 
1 have before faid, had been taken from them 
for their ill treatment of fome Roman citizens. 
And lafHy, he pleaded for the inhabitants of 
Apamea, and obtained for them a remifTion 
of ail taxes for five years, in confideration of 
their fufferings by a violent earthquake. 

All 
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All thefe caufes were of advantage, and A- A-R-So^.* 
grippina did quite right to makeher ton belored, Ap^jinV' 
whilft ihe was daily adding to the public ha- aaCa su- 
trcd againft hcrfcif, by the cruel iniquities ftie ^,'^'^"" 
was ever committing under Claudius's name, accaitd. Hs 
Sutilius Taurus was rich, and had gardens ^^^ *^' 
which Agrippina envied him the pofleffion of. 
. She fubOTned one to accufe him : Tarquitius 
Prifcus, who had been Taurus's lieutenant 
whilft Proconful of Africa, on their return to 
Rome: profecuted him as having been guilty 
of extortion, but more erpecially of mag^c 
fuperftitions. Taurus &w from what quarter 
the ftorm came, and what the event of ic 
muft be, and without wsuting the fenate's de- 
cifton killed htmfelf. His accufer howaver was 
punifhed. The fenators looking upon him 
with indignation expelled him their order, not- 
witihftanding the influence and folUcitations of 
Agrippina. 

The emperor's intendants bad a conlidera- j^icUiy 
ble addition of power and authority given them ^^^to 
this year. They were ori^nally appointed theempe- 
only as receivers or colleftors of the imperial ^^"^ 
revenues, and to take care of what demefnca '*'■"'*■ 
the emperor poflefled in the provinces. They ^^. ^ 
were no more than Roman knights, or even 
theemperor's freemen, without any jurifdidtioni 
and, like other private men, had neither com- 
mand nor magiftracy. The judiciary power 
refided in the Proconfuls of the people's pro- 
vinces, and in the Pro-Prjetorsof the prince's. 

But as fome departments were of lefs con- 
fequence, . fuch as Judea, Rhetia, the two 
Mauritanias, and others, to which the prince 
fent only inKndaDts, they ufurp(;d in thofo 

Voi.nj. y* fmaU 
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A-.K«o4. fm^rj6W)v«a;8B a' pstier <tf jadgmg civil and 
A.£. f3. ewen erimiflaJ tnacwrB i «f i#MCh w« have 
a f^ftl' iinAaiWd in i^ ftntenee of dcdA pro- 
tiounced b^ FtUte ;^a«lft our Saviour ChciA^. 
Tbef imkates* the pKBfeft ©f Egj»gt,- who, 
thtrf bW a . Reman- knight, yet by Augtrituft's 
inA^otionv enjcry^d the fome p^er(»^«iTes aA if 
he had' boe» a magi^tt«. The im«»daF,«s of 
ptw^mcsA-ia wHicltr a rtta^tMe, ctihtB Peo-- 
pnttnry er f^w:o«ftulr nrxled, thougt^ them- 
fetVB^asrgood as t^ir^rMh«r imelKJAMd : and 
tlwt&tiib^UernS) depending folely ontJto pt^ftt's^ 
viily ^1% upheld arid Aicouragedi in their 
eacreachfffitints. What «as ufurpatton- at Atft^ 
be«am'«' csftbtHy ^rfdCtea^iu^ madic it a !'»«, 
bfi ffiigagiiig the fenace tb ordafn, tllfat judg- 
msfrts given by h» inGH^attts, fhould hsve the 
I'aiivs' £6K): and vafidity a» if gfven^ bf himleliP. 
1^ fieadtrr may reiMifthber here- wba« noilb 
and difturbance the difpute between the Senate 
ami mdbr «£ ' kiiigtMSv touching the Hght of 
jutJieAOffii fOTmerly^ ma^ in the Reprf^c ; 
how vitaip,^ laws, fedteions, and civil wary, thac 
qiiarpyl: frae ttl« pretended occafion of: fhac 
■, .right, fb^raluable, riieobjeft of fuch' jeaJoufies, 
and ibr vfhich ch4 Wholfe univcrfe bad been 
pUK' in eerabuftioB, was by GlaudtUS giwrv a- 
way W' a pareet dP fteemcn, collectors of hia 
rcwcuoes, -ttiiom ho thereby ftt on- a- kvrf witfe 
fflagitoates, and even wieh himfeif 
Fwourj HTis next propefal" tothe fenate wdSi to ex- 

^«"wfl'ht ^""P^ *^* inhabitants of tlic ifie ©f Cos- front 
Co^ofCo!, the fributcthey paid ; arwi' aa he pretended to 
"nt^'.** great learning, he expatfaied dn the- antiqui- 
ties ofi tAat-ifland, itspte-eminence in tfttf art 
of i^yfic, fitft introduced thtre by- Eftulapius, 
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and continued from age to age by his defccnd- A.R.804. 
ants. He ran over the names of all the fa- A. C-jj. ■ 
mous phyficians, according to the order of 
time in which they flourilhed, not forgetting, I 
hope, Hippocrates. At laft hi came to Xc- 
nophon, his own phyfician, who, he faid, 
was defcended from the fame family, and 
whofe entreaties in favour of his country ought 
not to be rejcjflcd. He might, fays Tacitus, 
have laid fome ftrefs on the fervices the inha- 
bitants of that ifland had done the Romans.- 
But ■ with his ufual fimplicity, having granted 
that favotn- at tht rcquefl of one private man, 
Irt fought not to varnifli over what hfe had 
done with tht leail colouring of dignity or 
decency. We Jhall foon fee how unworthy 
that phylician was of the truft and confidence 
Claudius repofed in him ; and how much mord' 
ht defcrved the fevercft puni&ments than the 
Icaft favours. 

The deputies of Byzantium rcquefted the 
fcnate to grant their city fome relief, being 
quite over-burthencd with the taxes they paid. 
Claudius efpoufed their caufe, and they wert' 
exempted for five yeari. 

Alinius and Acilius Aviola, the laft Con- f^^^ 
fuls that Claudius faw, entered on their offices'. dn^ 
foon after. The Jattcr was fon or grandfon of^j^^^ 
an Acilius Aviola, who died in a moft Ihock- /. ,iii. 
irtg miferable manner. After a long fit of ^''"- *"■ 
ficlcnefs, his friends and phyficians thinking ^'' 
him dead, he was laid on the funeral pile. 
The heat of the &tt Awaked him, for he was 
only in a lethargy, tit called out for help, 

» Claadins, facilitate foHA, quod uid conceflbrat, nuUis 
cxtrinrecus adjamcntii velavit. Tee.xji. 6. 

Y 2 bitt 
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AS-So^- but it was impofTible to fave him ; the flames 
A. C. 53. jhat already furrounded, foon killed and con- 
fumed him. 

AR.80S. M. AsiNius Marcellus. 

A. C. S4- M. ACILIUS AVIOLA. 

r«. -w. Hiftorians have recorded feveral pretended ' 
*"' ^' prodigies towards the lafl: year of Claudius's 
life, but I fhall, as ufual, pafs them over in 
filence. An event very fingular, tho' no pro- 
digy, was, that every one of the coll^ies ot 
magiftrates paid _a tribute to death, ti the 
fbace ot a tew months died a Quxftor, an 
Edile, a Tribune, a Prztor, and a Conful. 
^niwTu^' Claudius began to open his eyes on Agrip- 
(rfi Agrip- pina's crimes, and chanced one day,- that he 
f*"*' had drank pretty freely, to fay, it was hrs fate 

» firft to bear the wickednefs of his wives, and 
then to punilh them. ' Agripplna took notice 
of his expreflion, and refolved to prevent him; 
but firft of all thought proper to get rid of 
Domitia Lepida, whom the looked upon as 3 
kind of rival in her fon's love and atiefKon. 
^]^f' Domitia was fifter to Domitius Ahenobar- 
■ * bus, and confequcntly aunt to Nero, daughter 
of the eldcft of the two Antonia's, grand niece 
to Auiuftus, and coufin german to Germani- 
cus, father of Agripplna. She '•therefore 
thought herfelf of equal rank with that prin- : 
cefs : flic was about her age, and no ways her 
■ Fatale fibi ut coDJu^um diJtabaiU; & utraqueimpn- 
flagjiia ferret, dein punirec. (Iic3.infainis, viotenia.haud 
711'. minut vidis xmulabantur, 

. b Donrida parem Cbi cla- quam li qua ex fonuna prof- 
riwdinem credebat. , Nee pera acceperant. f^. 
forma, xtai, pp^, multim 

..: infcricfr 
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inferior for beauty or richee. Both equally A.R.So<. 
lewd and debauched, their reputations. alike '^■'"•'S*' 
ruined and l6ft, and both hot and violent, 
their vices Teemed to conftitute the fame rival* 
fliip between theni, as their rank and ibrtune 
did. The main ftrife was, which Of the two, 
the mother Or the aunt, Ihould have the af* 
Cendant over Nero, and in that Domitra might 
caGly have the advantage. She; iiad been her s»it.t/ir.ft 
nephew's refuge during Agrippina's exile; 
lud received andentertaincd him-in her houle: 
and from that time had always ftudied to inr 
gratiate herfelf with the young prince by all 
manner of blandifhments, flatteries, and pre- 
fcnts : whereas • Agrippina had always treated 
him with haughtinefs and menaces. She was 
capable of giving her fon the empire, but in- 
.c^able of lettii^ him rule as emperor. For 
.that reafon, Agrippina, incenfed againft-Domi- 
tia, caufed her to be accufed of m^ic and 
forcery. She was Ukewife charged with dif- 
turbing the peace of Italy, by the numerous 
army of flaves ihc kept in Calabria *; without 
order or difcipiine. Nero, who till then had ^"«-^"-7* 
affeifted great tendernefs-for hia aunt, gave 
on this occafion a fpecimen of the badnefs of 
his heart, by depqfing againft her at the re- 
queft of his mother. Domitia was condemned 
to die. 

. NarcUTus oppofed it with all his might, want- "'^^'^f „ . 
ing, but too late, to prevent the effefl: of pofiDgA."'" 
•Agrippina's wicked defigns, already too- far^fp^J^^^"* 

« T;uci contra ac minaci • It h tie caujUry now 

'Agrippina,' que fiUodare cal/td La FsuiJk^.i^f Terra 

Imperium, tolerarc imperi- ifOtraute. 
Unt^ nequibat, Tac. 

y 3 advanced. 
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A.R.to^.advanced, Fiearfor himfelf wts undoubtedly 
A- C^ H- what had wijchheld him hjciiertp. The accukr 
^ Mefialina could not cKpedt to Hire luadBT 
Britannicus emperor : but he found at laft he 
bad Qoc \eis to dread frtun Ag?^ppi>i> i^ Nero 
rugned. Of two exueam dangers be cbo& 
to face that which was tnoft conforaiable to 
his duty ; and fince his ruin was inencable, 
determined at Leaft lo deferve k by an a^ of 
fidelity to his maftcr. '* I accufed and coa- 
f* vi£ted,. faidbe to bis friends, Aleflalanaaod 
-*' Silius. I have rcafons, not lels ftroag, ta 
f' accuie faer who now partakes the emperors 
f* bed. $he is an unnatural ftep-modicr, thac 
f* difturbs die whole imperial family, andfcts 
*' a6de the order of fucceffiion. It would be 
^' more, fliameful for me not to fpeak of crimes 
** of fucb a naiure, than it would have been 
*' to leave Me&alina's unpijnifhed. £vc3itho& 
*' for which (he defervcdly fuffercd, are here 
-*' added to all the reft. Agrippina proftituics 
" herfelf lo Pallas, and openly fets tiie ex- 
** ample how all modefty* lemiments and 
" honour are to be facriBcoi and given up to 
** the ambition of reigning." 

Whilft he was talking thus, Narciflus em- 
braced Bricannicus, of^rtng up pf^yers £<ur hia 
attaining fpeedily an. age atwtucbbe would 
know himfelf and feel who and what he was. 
Lifting up his hands, now towards Heaven, 
and then to.ihe young prince ; " Encreafe and 
*' ftrengthen, faid be to hins^ and deftfoy the 
" enemies of your father's peace : nay if there 
•* be occafioD for it,.reveDge too your ijiother's 
V death." 

Thus 



Lr,,l,;.:M.,G00gIC 



CLAUDIUS. BOOK IK. '327 

Thus HarcifTus denounced open war sgainft A.&.8oj. 
Agr4)|Haa : but viftory declared on the em- *;^ ,^'^ 
pr«fs s fide. She triumphed over him that 
fought her ruin, and obliged him to remove 
from court, under pretence of going to the 
^wrarm baths of Campania for the gout, ytixk 
which he was much affliSed. 

Narc4iru3*s removal was fatal to Claudius. 
The prince's life was fafe fo long a^ that vi^- 
Jant guardian remained with his mafter. B^ 
his abfence Agrip^a was at full liberty to 
crown all her, crimes by poifontng the jp mpertu* 
her huiband. 

The dmger was urgent. Claudius, ^ho cuaHn 
really loved Britanhicus, often gave him fuch *"'5J^ 
marks of tendern^s, as ftiewed he was fenfible piu. 
of the injury he had done him' in adopting j^'ci^ 
Nero. He was delighted to fee him grow, 43: 
«Bd as he was tall for his age, tAtf bui thirteen, "•* 
Claudius refolved <b give him the virile robi 
very fpeedily, " that Rome, faid he, m?y at 
** lafthaveattueCiefar." Agrj^na alarrned. 
Judged it high time to execute the crime /he 
had long determined to commit, and took the 
oppcvtunity of a flight indifpojition. the eqi- 
peror chanced to have. Her only difHculty 
w«s what kind of p<Hfon 'fhe Ihould make u^ 
of : there flie was Tomewhat at a lofs. Too 
violent a one might make her crime too appa- 
rent i but then again a flow poifon would kill 
Claudias but by de^es, he would languifli 
fome time, and during that time his paternal 
tendernefs might revive, and induce hiin to do 
Britannicus juftice. Some particular kind of 
poifon that womM affe£t his brain 3^4 y^c not 
. kill him too fuddenly l^emod xao^ proper. 
X 4 " . To 
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AJt.805.To that end Agrippina aj^lied to the famous 
A. C. 54. Locufta, * lately condemned for poifoning 
people, after flie had long been fpared as . a 
ufeful. inftmmenc to tyranny. . 

Locufta prepared the poifon which was 
given Claudius by one of his eunuchs named 
Halotus, whofe office was to fet the difhes on 
the prince's table, and tafte them. Claudius 
was a great eater, and the poil'on was put- in a 
plate ofmuihrooms, of which he was very fond. 
He eat greedily, and the effeft foon following^ 
he was obliged to be taken from table. Thac 
circumftance however gave no great alarm at 
firft, becaufe the prince would- frequend/ eat 
and drink to that degree, that he could neither 
rife nor ftand but was forced to be carried from 
table to bed. Himfelf diidLaot.perceive or com- 
j>]ain of any thing, either, thro* ftupidity, 
■ ' drunkenne^; • or that t{ie poifon had already 
reached his head: t^ature procuring a difcharge, 
he icemed fpmewhat eaGer. ■_ ■ 

Agrippioa terrified, no longer ^ conlidered 
. the noife and fcandal that might enfue, . but at 
once refolved to Hick at nothing in fo imminent 
a danger. She had long; before made fure of 
the phyHcian Xenophon, and that wretch, un- 
der pretence of ealing the prince and helping 
him to vomit, ran a feather dipped in the rank- 
eft poifon down his throat, well knowing «, 
fays Tacitus, that great crimes are not com- 
mitted without danger, but that when dpne 
their reward crowns them. 

> Nuperveneficiidamna- isndii. Tof. 
ta, & &u inter iDAnunenta ' Hand ignanu futnms 
TCgni habita. Tae. fcelera incipi cum periculb, 

b Q^ando uldnia time- peiagi cum premio. Tac. 
t»t)tgr, (fi^tk pr^nfinm - -'. 

: plaudius 
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Claudius died the thirteenth of Oftober, A.R.805. 
in the fixty fourth year of his age, and the A- ^- S+- 
fourteenth of his reign. The caufe of his 
death was foon known. Cotemporary writers, 
according to Tacitus, laid open the whole of 
that iniquitous myftery, differing only in fome 
minute circumftances, but agreeing perfeftly 
as to the fad. Nero himfelf was fo far from 
making a fecret of it, that alluding cruelly tho' 
ingenioully to the apotheofis of Claudius, rank- 
ed among the gods, as we fliall foon obferve 
by his murderer, he called mufhrooms the food 
of gods. 

Claudius was a man of fo little confequence 
in himfelf, that he hardly deferves being en- 
quired after. However, as he did hold a rank 
luperior to the reft of men, we will for that 
reafon not pafs over what antiquity informs us 
of concerning him. 

His prevailing charaftcriftic was a ftupid aS.,"* 
imbecility, of which I have ^ven feveral in- imbecUity. 
ftances. Suetonius affords us the following. j^J.^' 
Nothing made any imprelTion on him ; he for- 
got every thing. Sitting down to dinner the 
day after MeHalina was killed, he afked why 
the emprefs did not come. He would often 
order people, he, the very evening before had 
condemned to die, to be invited to fup or play 
with him the next day ; would grow impatient 
at their not coming, and fend.mciTenger after 
me0engcr to bid them make hafle. Thefe in- 
ftances of fuch inconceivable abfence of mind, 
the effeft of his ftupjd infenfibility, authorife AwbxoA, 
Seneca's fidicHi, wherein he makes Claudius 
qn his arrival in the infernal ihadcs, immedi- 
a^ly furrounded by a crowd of thole he had 
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A.lt.Bo(. fent thkhcr before hiiW, cry out: "Whai! 

A. e. 54- « this country too fii41 of my friends ! fi6yf 
" came you all hither?" 

His difcourfe was full of abftrdiel^S; fi* 
ndver conficfc|-ed nekher who He *as, Aot xa 
whom he visa fpeakiflg, fiof had t^K leaft i6ei 
of what was due to timesj pl^ej, of peYfons. 
Whiift natters were prepBFing for his mlAri^tf 
Wkh Agrippina, tholigh he kh&ft hd* riilicK 
fuch an ailiartcc with his nitce Was blatntid, 
y« he w» continually repeating, Ihe was h'ri 
d»nghW>,-ho had fcen her come into the wdrl<ff 
and fhc had been brought up in his arimand 
noDfifteff in hit bofotn. Whiift (hi fehatc wa 
deliberating oa fome afiaJK t^etatii^ to butjchefs^- 
hQckfterij' and retailers 6f wine, oA a fudde# 
Claudius cries out, *' and pray Stew,- cM *ny 
one hveWithowpickled pork ?" theri launched 
out in praife of the old taveiW from Whith h(f 
had formeriy «fcd to Imve his Wintf. Rei^bih- 
meiidtn^ a) candidate for che Q^iftorfhip, hd 
faid One reafon why he wilhed to fee him' pro^ 
noted' vaSi btcatife thft CencTidate's fathet^ Had 
once' gi-vcil hiidy when ili« i gUfs of Ctild wa- 
ter ttiftt did: him good. ^[>edking of a oitoinaft 
whoapprared b^ore the &hate as witrii^ m 
afcaiife,. he faid, *^ This woman viai one Of 
** Aiy mother's' freewomen/ aftd^ofed to A*& 
** ha* head -, and has always looked u^H mti 
" at her pidton. This I iJiehtlon b&Mrffe I' 
" haa^o how in my femily ftSmfc vi^&hf^ t?i«r 
•' I am their ntefter, attd they my frefiiWto." 
Na^iy hir fiinf>ticicy was' fuch^ thbt'he would 
<^teD> meAttoai t»s own Aa^tty^S the^ fj^^^eehea- 
he: mode to tHif fenarei He ^t«tend63 it^ed 
tbscitirturdiiilyd^^bl6ic^dtidhe-bdcl-&beh ob- 
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ligeA«) hive rec6wfe to that artifice to fcreen A.K.soj. 
himfelf fromCaius's croeltyj otherwife, {aid^'^'^** 
he, 1 thould never have attained that high poll 
for which the gods had defttned me. But his 
wholti condu& fufBciently refuCed that pretence, 
and plainly fiiewed hi^ imbecility natural, and 
nee affected. 

He was a gMW with gcey hairs, He was a 
glutton, in the Stii£tt& kiifc of that word. 
One day chat he ga-ve audiences' aiAd was judg- 
ing cac^s in Auguftus'a fi^afe, fcenting the 
futnes ef tf 4ktiiner that was pi*eparihg in the 
tesf^Ic of Mdits^ for tht priefts of diat god, he 
left the iritMmal, itiA went ^d fat; dbwn to 
duner vtitk titc SaliaQs. He eac and drank 
withaw an^ dt(<:r«ti3n> and #hai happened to 
him the laft day *f his life, was, as I have 
obferved, hiw ufui^ euftomi. Evsery day he 
wag forced to be earned froUi table to bed, and 
wyift: he flept there on his bock, with His mouth 
wide open, a feather was thruft down his throat 
to' help him to vomit and eafe his Itomach. 
He was paiTionately fond of play. He wrote 
a> boolt on that firi>ie£t, and would play even 
whilft travelling, for which purpofb he had a 
gatnit^ table fo 6xed in his chaife that the mo- 
tion did not put any thing out of order. He was 
eafily angered, and as eafily pacified ; and fo 
be declared in a placsrt, or ediift as Suetonius 
calls it, polled up publickly by his order. 

Who would ima^ne this weak fitly creature, Hu cn^. 
cruel and. fond of braod? Claudius^was fo, juft^' * 
as children are. That age knows net pity, fays 
La Fontaine, and experience prerves it. Clau- 
dius from a kind of inftinfb that re^bn and 
rc6e£Uon had not been able to correct, for he 
never 
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AJt So;, never was capable of either, loved to iee blood 
A. C. 54. fljpj^ Executions, combats of gladiators, men 
Corn, to pieces and devoured by wild beafts, 
were to -him pleafing amufemcnts. .This in- 
human turn of mind, made him guilty of 
cruelties without number towards the moft 
illullrious of the empire. Seneca,; in his fa- 
tyrical perfurmaqce, already quoted more than 
once, makes Auguftus fay in the aflembly of 
the gods, into which Claudius defires co be 
admitted. *' This man ', whom by his ap- 
" pearance you would not think capable of 
*' hurting a fly, killed men as readily as a dog 
** gnaws a bone." Thirty fenators, and 
three hundred and twenty five Rotnan knights 
gait. omJ. ^ere put to death by his order. He did not 
*** fpare even thofc that ought to have been moft 

dear to him : among ochpr victims of his 
cruelty were, two of his niei^es, :his wife, his 
father-in-law, his two fons-in-law, and bis 
daughter's father and mother-in-law. A ftrong 
proof that mildnefs is the effeft of a more re- 
fined reafon ; and that ftupidity, vulgarly fup- 
pofed void of malice, is fit only ,to make men 
brutal and cruel. 

. But the ills the Romans endured under Clau- 
dius were but a fatnt Iketch of thofc they firf- 
fered under his fucceflbr, whofe name, tho' 
^^^ fo many ages Ijnce, is ftill detdled and abhor- ' 
red, and^ as Racine fays, is veryjuftly 

' ■■ • Sy'!^'orfi H ty.rani$ tboi^H the wor^ ef names. 

-« ?Tic, qui vobis non pof- quim caub cXta edit. Stv. 
To- yidttar jnofcua exdore, Aiirox«A<». 
t^ facile hominetocdd^bar, .... 

She" End e/theTai^^i Volume* 
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